
Jesus Teaches  
about God’s Kingdom
NEW TESTAMENT 3



Copyright © 2013, 2014, 2016 Concordia Publishing House 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 

1-800-325-3040 www.cph.org

Preparing the Lesson pages copyright © 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2016 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved.

All rights reserved. Unless specifically noted, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 
otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House.

The purchaser of this publication is allowed to reproduce the marked portions contained herein for use with 
this curriculum. These resources may not be transferred or copied to another user.

Written and edited by Cynthia A. Wheeler

Unless otherwise stated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked NKJV™ are taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Quotations marked TLSB are taken from the notes, introductory material, or original articles from The Lutheran 
Study Bible © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Catechism quotations are from Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, copyright © 1986, 1991 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Quotations marked CCL are from Arthur A. Just. Jr., Luke 9:51–24:53, Concordia Commentary, copyright © 1997 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Quotations marked CCM are from Jeffrey A. Gibbs, Matthew 1:1–11:1, Concordia Commentary, copyright © 2006 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Growing in Christ® is published by Concordia Publishing House. Your comments and suggestions concerning 
this material are appreciated. Email us at sundayschool@cph.org.



4

Introduction
The High School level for youth in ninth through twelfth grades includes this Teacher 

Guide and reproducible Student Pages.

Teacher Guide Features
 ■ Preparing the Lesson pages give you background and theological information.

 ■ Four-step lessons make preparation and teaching easy and effective.

 ■ Activity-based openings engage youth in lessons.

 ■  Small-group/large-group activity options dig into God’s Word and share faith. Do 
activities in ways that make the most sense for your group.

 ■ YouTube videos encourage critical thinking and discernment.

 ■ “We Live” activities help young people identify personal life applications.

 ■ Reproducible Student Pages focus Bible learning and discussions.

 ■ Liturgy Links connect young people to the worship service.

 ■ Perforated pages make team teaching or small-group/large-group teaching easier.

 ■ Timeline Poster promotes biblical and historical perspectives and insights.

Your Role as Teacher
As a teacher, you challenge, coach, encourage creativity and curiosity, and nurture 

students’ faith in Jesus. Building positive relationships with and between teens is very 
important. Welcome students as they arrive. Find out names of those you do not know. 
Encourage students to become comfortable. Get to know your students and their families.

Young people may feel wary of trying new things, fearing embarrassment. Provide a safe 
space for everyone to participate by not allowing put-downs, hurtful jokes, name calling, or 
other improper suggestions.

Model the behavior you want from students by participating yourself and enthusiastically 
introducing activities. Each time students participate, trust builds. Trust makes students more 
willing to read aloud, do activities and tasks, participate in small groups, pray together, and 
share opinions, feelings, and group work.

Make your classroom a place where students can talk openly and share struggles. Remind 
students to respect one another’s privacy. Say you will not share their stories outside of class. 
However, if a student shares something potentially dangerous to him- or herself or others, you 
have the responsibility to bring it to your pastor for guidance.

Students look up and read the primary Scripture each week. Extra verses printed on 
Student Pages make it easier for students to use and discuss them. Rarely, lessons ask students 
to look up extra verses. To help newcomers, provide copies of the Bible in the same version 
and jot down page numbers, or bookmark pages with paper strips ahead of time, to make it 
easier to find Bible references. Explain chapter and verse numbers, as needed.

Other Supplies
Before class, collect items in the “Get Ready” section of your lesson. This list always includes 

Bibles and reproducible Student Pages. Most lessons use newsprint, markers, masking tape, 
and pens or pencils. A few lessons suggest other supplies.

Find additional teaching helps, including curriculum and video updates, training, links to 
podcasts, and other resources, at our Sunday School website, www.cph.org/sundayschool.
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YouTube Resources for New Testament 3
Go to the Playlist page for CPH Youth Sunday School Resources at 

bit.ly/1knXwnU. Choose “New Testament 3 High School Playlist,” and then click 
the name of the video to play it.  View or skip ads and cue the video. Channels may 
block or hinder play if you do not watch the ads.

YouTube settings change often. If a video is not available, go to cph.org/
sundayschool and click “Sunday School Tools” on the main page. Click 
“Curriculum Updates” for another option.

Lesson 1: Jesus Preaches on the Mount
“TrueU #2: Is the Bible Reliable?” Focus on the Family channel (1:58)

Lesson 2: Jesus Teaches Us to Trust
“God Will,” Central Films channel (2:01)

Lesson 3: Jesus Is Anointed
“LCMS Youth Gathering: Forgiveness,” LCMS Gathering channel (1:51)

Lesson 4: Jesus Feeds Five Thousand
“So That You May Believe,” Sovereign Hope Church channel (1:23)

Lesson 5: The Transfiguration
“Christ Is,” Harbor Christian Center channel (0:33)

Lesson 6: Jesus Sends the Seventy-Two
“I’m a GEO,” LCMS World Mission channel (1:05)

Lesson 7: The Good Samaritan
 “Babbel Insights | Untranslatable Words from Other Cultures,” Babbel channel (2:45; 
stop 2:30)

Lesson 8: The Good Shepherd
“The Start of Sacrifice,” Journey Box Media channel (3:24)

Lesson 9: Jesus Teaches Us to Pray
“Horus Ruins Everything,”  Worldview Everlasting channel (24:43; play 15:09–16:06)

Lesson 10: Jesus Raises Lazarus
“The Amazing Pink Cup,” Quirkology channel (1:07)

Lesson 11: Jesus Seeks the Lost
“Prodigal: a short film,” Central Films channel (2:04)

Lesson 12: Jesus Heals Ten Lepers
“The hug that helped change medicine,” CNN channel (4:39; stop 3:40)

Lesson 13: Jesus Blesses the Little Children
“Joy Ride,” Journey Box Media channel (1:59)

“WE Throwback: Gettin’ Wet with Jesus 2.0,” Worldview Everlasting channel (17:53; 
play 8:36–12:29)



53

Preparing the Lesson ___________________
Date of Use

HIGH SCHOOL Lesson 8

The Good Shepherd
John 10:1–18

Key Point
We are like sheep who have gone astray. Jesus is the 

Good Shepherd, who rescues, gathers, and cares for us 
through His Word and Sacraments.

Law/Gospel
Because of sin, I face physical and spiritual danger in 

this world. Jesus, my Good Shepherd, guards and pro-
tects me from sin, death, and the power of the devil, 
feeding me through His Word and Sacraments to keep 
my faith strong.

Context
Jesus is in Jerusalem. Earlier, He had given sight to a 

man born blind. In chapter 10, we see Jesus addressing 
the Jews gathered there, including the Pharisees and other 
religious leaders.

Commentary
In the Old Testament, God often compared His rela-

tionship to His people as a Shepherd to His sheep (Psalm 
23; Isaiah 40:10–11; Ezekiel 34:11–16). In Ezekiel 34:23, 
God promised that He would place over His people one 
Shepherd who would tend them. In John 10, Jesus identi-
fies Himself as that Good Shepherd. By stating that He is 
the Good Shepherd, Jesus asserts that He is God and one 
with the Father (John 10:30). As the Good Shepherd, He 
knows His sheep by name. He lays down His life for His 
sheep and gives them eternal life.

The imagery of shepherd and sheep contrasts the love 
and mercy of Christ with our helplessness and dependence 
on Him. A lost sheep cannot find its way home and will 
certainly become prey for wild animals. However, Jesus, our 
Good Shepherd, found us and rescued us when we were 

lost in sin and unbelief. Now, He watches over and protects 
us. He has come so that in place of eternal death apart from 
Him, we now have life and have it abundantly. As His sheep, 
we hear His voice and follow Him. When by our sin we wan-
der away from Him, it is His Word of repentance and forgive-
ness that draws us back to Him.

Jesus identifies thieves and robbers who seek to steal 
the sheep. These would be false teachers, who by their lies 
lead people away from Christ. These false teachers included 
the Pharisees and religious authorities, who by their man-
made rules and lack of love and concern for the welfare of 
the people led many people away from the faith. In Ezekiel 
34:1–10, God condemned those who were false shepherds. 
Instead of listening to the voice of those who are thieves 
and robbers, the Lord’s sheep listen to His voice and follow 
Him.

In addition to identifying Himself as the Shepherd, 
Jesus says that He is the door of the sheep (John 10:7, 9). 
Jesus not only leads us and guides us as our Shepherd, but 
He is also the door by which we enter to become sheep of 
His fold. “We are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of 
His hand” (Psalm 95:7). Thus, He promises: “If anyone enters 
by Me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pas-
ture” (John 10:9). We entered that gate and were made His 
sheep through Baptism, and He continues to lead us out to 
green pastures, where He feeds and nourishes us with His 
Word and Sacraments.

To hear an in-depth discussion of this Bible account, 
visit cph.org/podcast and listen to our Seeds of Faith 
podcast each week.
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The Good Shepherd
John 10:1–18

Lesson 8

Get Ready
Before class

 ■ Copy Student Page 
8 for each person.

 ■ For Opening, on 5 
sheets of paper, 
write 1 of these 
words: stubborn, 
rebellious, helpless, 
habitual, and rest-
less. Post the signs 
at 5 locations in 
your room.

 ■ For God Speaks, 
get Bibles, Timeline 
Poster, markers, 
newsprint, and 
masking tape for 
student use.

 ■ For We Live, pre-
view the Lesson 8 
YouTube video in 
the New Testament 
3 High School 
Playlist at 
bit.ly/1knXwnU. If 
you decide to use 
it, get equipment 
ready (e.g., com-
puter or tablet).

(10 minutes)

Sheepish
Welcome students. Gather everyone together when ready to start.

Say   Choose an attribute that best describes a person I describe: stubborn, 
rebellious, helpless, habitual, or restless. Stand by that sign to show your 
choice. More than one descriptor may fit. After each vote, ask one or two people 
to explain their response, but keep moving.

 ■ Tyler eats Fruit Loops for breakfast every morning.
 ■ “Nobody tells me what to do!” Olivia said.
 ■ Kira lives eight hundred miles away, but calls her mom several times a 

day. 
 ■ Liam came home late. Again. 
 ■ Alex refused to apologize and, as a result, lost a friend.
 ■ Emily quit dance class after three months. She didn’t show up for 

musical practice twice last week. She’s thinking about joining choir.
 ■ Noah excels at math and languages, but he avoids people.
 ■ Sophia always talks about things she buys and how much they cost.
 ■ Chloe keeps changing her mind about where to go to college.
 ■ Michael never dates anyone for more than three weeks. 

When done, ask everyone to sit down. 

Say   We all show these five characteristics sometimes. So do sheep. Sheep 
get in trouble and need help. So do we. Today, we talk about the Good 
Shepherd. Sheep need one, and so do we!

Pray   Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, rescue, help, heal, protect, and provide 
for us. In Your name we pray. Amen.

(32 minutes)

Good Healing
Hand out Bibles and ask students to turn to John 10.

Say   We need to look at context to understand our lesson. Look at the 
heading for chapter 9. What did Jesus do? He gave sight to a man born blind.
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Lesson 8

Key Point
We are like sheep who 

have gone astray. Jesus is 

the Good Shepherd, who 

rescues, gathers, and cares 

for us through His Word 

and Sacraments.

Say   Before this, Jesus told Jews who believed in Him that He is God. They 
called this blasphemy and tried to kill Jesus, but He escaped (8:31, 58–59). 
Outside, Jesus saw a man born blind and gave him sight. The Pharisees 
grilled the man and his parents and threw him out. What happened next?
Ask volunteers to read John 9:35–40.

Ask   What happened when Jesus found the man? He believed in and 
worshiped Jesus.

How did nearby Pharisees respond? They asked if Jesus called them blind. 

How did Jesus answer? Jesus said blindness would excuse their sin of unbelief, 
but because they could see, their guilt remained.

Say  “The spiritually blind refuse to acknowledge their need for the Savior in 
spite of what God’s Word says about the human condition. Paradoxically, 
only when we realize we are blind (condemned by the Law as sinners) can 
we see” (TLSB, p. 1801, 9:41 note).

Ask   As John 10 begins, to whom is Jesus speaking? Pharisees

Good Story
Show the Timeline Poster to highlight the lesson’s historical context.

Hand out Student Page 8 copies. Divide into small groups of two to five students. 
If you prefer to stay in one group, do the activity together.

Read the Student Page directions: Read the John 10 verses, discuss questions, 
and follow directions to draw and explain Jesus’ story. 

Point out newsprint and markers. Give students about twenty minutes to work.

Say   We’ll share our work when we come back together.
Help groups as needed, and review questions so you can lead Debriefing.

1–6   Draw a large scene. Add the five characters in action. Sheep pen with 
door or gate; (1) gatekeeper opening door to shepherd; (2) sheep inside and 
coming out, following the shepherd; (3) thief coming into pen a different way; 
(4) shepherd leading sheep out and calling by name; (5) stranger outside the 
pen without any sheep

This story has a spiritual point, but how did the Pharisees respond? They 
did not understand what Jesus said.

7–10   What is Jesus? Label this item in your scene. Door, gate

Whom did Jesus identify as thieves and robbers? Label this character. All 
who came before Him: Pharisees and other religious leaders of the day. Jesus 
was not talking about the Old Testament prophets.

What do those who enter by Jesus, the door, receive? Add information in a 
box pointing to the door. Will be saved, will go in and out, will find pasture 

Add what the thief does in a speech bubble for him. Kill and destroy

What is Jesus’ purpose? Add information in the door’s box. To give the sheep 
life, abundant life

11–18   Who is Jesus? Label the character. The Good Shepherd

Add the new character in action (v. 12). Hired hand who doesn’t own sheep, 
runs when he sees the wolf snatch and scatter, and doesn’t care for sheep

Active
Learning
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Lesson 8

Key Point
We are like sheep who 

have gone astray. Jesus 

is the Good Shepherd, 

who rescues, gathers, 

and cares for us 

through His Word and 

Sacraments.

Write what the Good Shepherd does in a box pointing to this character. Lays 
down His life for the sheep; knows His own, His own know Him

Write what the sheep do by their images. Know the shepherd

Who are the sheep? Label them. Those who believe in Jesus

Who are the other sheep Jesus must bring in? How many flocks and 
shepherds result? Gentiles; believers from other countries, nations, and times; 
us. There will be one flock and one shepherd.

What did Jesus say about His life? No one takes it from Him. He lays it down 
by His own authority and has authority to take it up again, as His Father directed.

19–21   Identify two confused viewpoints the Pharisees had about Jesus. (1) He 
has a demon and is insane. (2) But demons can’t make blind people see.

Debriefing
When time elapses, ask groups to return and hang up newsprint sheets. Give 

students a few minutes to look at one another’s drawings and ask questions.

Make sure characters are labeled correctly: Jesus as door and Good Shepherd;  
thief/robber as Pharisees and other religious teachers; sheep as believers in Christ.

Say   Jesus told this story to the Pharisees and explained when they didn’t 
understand. What did Jesus say that probably shocked them? He called 
them thieves and robbers when they considered themselves very pious. Those 
associated with the temple made their living from the people, the sheep. Those 
who taught falsely misled and robbed the people. 

Jesus also said He would die for the sheep. Neither the Pharisees nor Jesus’ 
disciples understood when He spoke about His death and resurrection. Many 
expected the Messiah to restore the nation of Israel as a political king. They did 
not understand Jesus would atone for our sins and restore our relationship with 
God the Father through His perfect life, death, and resurrection.

Identify those who mistreat the sheep. Whom would we identify them as 
today? Thieves and robbers, wolves, and hired hands represent Israel’s religious 
leaders who took advantage of the sheep. Today, these leaders use religion to 
gain wealth, fame, and favor. Or they mislead the people by rejecting the Trinity 
and misrepresenting Jesus, our Savior, truly human and truly divine, who died to 
pay for our sins and rose from the dead to give us new life. 

Why do Jesus’ sheep need to hear His voice? Jesus’ voice is His Word. By His 
Word and Sacraments, Jesus draws sheep to Himself, gives us faith, keeps us in 
true faith, teaches us, encourages us, and leads us.

(15 minutes)

Good and Bad Shepherds
Continue with the Student Page. Scripture verses are listed, but not questions.

Say   The Old Testament prophet Ezekiel also had strong words of judgment 
for the shepherds and promises for the sheep. Read excerpts from Ezekiel 
34 on the Student Page to yourself. Circle words or phrases similar to Jesus’ 
words we read today in John 10.

Goes to
the Heart
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Lesson 8

Faith in Action
Ask students to identify 

people that God gave as 

their shepherds. Suggest 

they choose a way to 

thank one or more of 

those shepherds for their 

guidance and sacrifice. 

For example, students 

might say thank you, 

write a note, give a card, 

or do something helpful 

or kind for a shepherd.

Do the task with students. When everyone seems to be done, ask students to 
share correlating phrases or concepts in Ezekiel 34 and John 10.

 ■ Ezekiel’s false shepherds equal robbers, thieves, or hired men from John 10. 
They neglect the sheep and abandon them to wild beasts (wolves, John 10).

 ■ In Ezekiel, the Lord promised to shepherd and care for His sheep. Jesus 
declared Himself the Good Shepherd who will even give up His life for them. 

 ■ Ezekiel prophesied one shepherd; Jesus promised one shepherd, one flock.

Say   Ezekiel prophesied almost four hundred years after David reigned as 
king. So, whom did the prophet point to when he said, “one shepherd, My 
servant David”? He foretold the Messiah, the son of David God promised would 
reign forever. Jesus came from David’s family. He is the one shepherd with one 
flock.

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, cares for us now and forever. Jesus said He 
would lay down His life for His sheep, and He did. 

Say   Can you identify examples of sacrifice in our society? Students may say 
parents or other family members, teachers, pastors, youth workers, and so on.

If you don’t show the video, continue with the next “Ask” statement.

Say   Here is another example of sacrifice.
Show the Lesson 8 video, “The Start of Sacrifice” (3:24), in the New Testament 3 

High School Playlist at bit.ly/1knXwnU.

Ask   How do those in the military exhibit sacrifice for others? They lose time, 
friends, limbs, innocence, and sometimes even their lives to protect and defend 
our nation, allies, and freedoms.

Pastors shepherd churches for the Lord. How do they care for us? Help 
students cite pastors’ teaching, preaching, visiting and praying for the sick, 
feeding us with the Lord’s body and blood, working with families, and so on.

Think back to the descriptions of sheep we started with: stubborn, 
rebellious, helpless, habitual, and restless. How do pastors, parents, and 
other shepherds use God’s Word (Jesus’ voice) to help us when we sin? God’s 
Word calls us to repent and seek forgiveness in Christ our Savior. 

God’s Word strengthens our faith, as 2 Timothy 3:16–17 says: “All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.” 

(3 minutes)  
Say   Complete this sentence: Jesus, my Good Shepherd . . . Thank students 

who share.

For your closing prayer, read Psalm 23, a psalm of David, on the Student Page.

Builds
Relationships
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The Good Shepherd John 10:1–18

Student Page 8
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Good story
Directions: Read the John 10 verses, discuss 
questions, and follow directions to draw and 
explain Jesus’ story.

The story, verses 1–6
 ■ Draw a large scene. Add the five characters in 

action.

 ■ This story has a spiritual point, but how did the 
Pharisees respond?

Explanation 1, verses 7–10
 ■ What is Jesus? Label this item in your scene.

 ■ Whom did Jesus identify as thieves and 
robbers? Label this character.

 ■ What do those who enter by Jesus, the door, 
receive? Add information in a box pointing to 
the door.

 ■ Add what the thief does in a speech bubble for 
him.

 ■ What is Jesus’ purpose? Add information in the 
door’s box.

Explanation 2, verses 11–18
 ■ Who is Jesus? Label the character.

 ■ Add the new character in action (v. 12).

 ■ Write what the Good Shepherd does in a box 
pointing to this character.

 ■ Write what the sheep do by their images.

 ■ Who are the sheep? Label them. 

 ■ Who are the other sheep Jesus must bring in? 
How many flocks and shepherds result?

 ■ What did Jesus say about His life?

The Pharisees respond, verses 19–21
 ■ Identify two confused viewpoints the Pharisees 

had about Jesus.

Good and bad shepherds
Ezekiel 34:1–5, 15–16, 22–24: The word of the 
Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against 
the shepherds of Israel. . . . 3 You eat the fat, you 
clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the 
fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep.

4 “The weak you have not strengthened, the sick 
you have not healed, the injured you have not 
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, 
the lost you have not sought, and with force and 
harshness you have ruled them. 5 So they were 
scattered, because there was no shepherd, and 
they became food for all the wild beasts. . . . 

15 “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord 
God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong 
I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. . . . 22 I will 
rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. . . .

23 “And I will set up over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd.  24 And I, the 
Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall 
be prince among them.”

Our Good Shepherd
Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. 3 He restores my 
soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for His 
name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with 
me; Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever.


