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The Good Shepherd
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Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me 
lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 
He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with 
me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
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Middle School

LESSON 8

Catechism connection
The Third Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed: Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my 
own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept 
me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps 
it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my 
sins and the sins of all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and 
give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.



Life in the flock
Directions: Read your assigned verses from John 10 and discuss 
questions. Then draw the image Jesus used and label it as He did. 

PART 1: Verses 1–6, example 1

 ■  What is the setting of the visual (v. 1)?

 ■  Whom did Jesus identify as a thief and robber?

 ■  Who enters by the door? What else does he do?

 ■  Why do the sheep flee from strangers?

 ■  Draw the image (figure of speech) Jesus used and label the people 
and parts.

PART 2: Verses 6–10, example 2

 ■  Why did Jesus offer a different visual? What did Jesus say He is (v. 7)?

 ■  Who are the thieves and robbers? Did the sheep listen to them?

 ■  What happens for those who enter by Jesus, the door (vv. 9–10)?

 ■  What does the thief do?

 ■  Draw the image (figure of speech) Jesus used and label the people 
and parts.

PART 3: Verses 11–16, example 3

 ■  Who did Jesus say He is? What does He do?

 ■  What does the hired hand do, and why?

 ■  Whom will the shepherd unite? Who do you think the other sheep 
are?

 ■  What did Jesus say about the Father?

 ■   Draw the image (figure of speech) Jesus used and label the people 
and parts.

Debriefing
 ■  How do sheep hear the voice of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, today?

 ■  So if Jesus is the Shepherd, the Door, and the Good Shepherd, who 
are the thieves, robbers, and hired hands? How do they steal, kill, 
destroy, and run?

Read John 10:17–21.

 ■  Why did Jesus say the Father loves Him?

 ■  What did Jesus mean when He said He would lay down His life and 
take it up again?

 ■  What authority did Jesus claim (v. 18)?

 ■  What did the Jews (Pharisees) think about Jesus?

 ■  Why do you think Jesus kept talking to the Pharisees and other 
religious leaders?

 ■  Why do you think the Pharisees didn’t understand?

 ■  What else clouded the religious leaders’ understanding?

Luke 7:30: The Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of 
God for themselves, not having been baptized by [John].

 ■  What do you think Jesus meant about sheep in another fold and 
uniting them as one flock?
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