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Contents of the Worship Kit
The Church Year takes us on a journey with Christ and His Church, walking us through Jesus’ story, from waiting for 
Him to be born through waiting for Him to come again to take His people to heaven. It unfolds in days, weeks, months, 
and seasons, unpacking the truth of the Holy Scriptures and telling us about the promises, life, redemption, and forgive-
ness we, as God’s children, have in Jesus. 

The different colors and symbols of the Church Year remind us of the mystery and holiness of our triune God—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit—and His love for us. These colors and symbols help to enrich our faith lives as we journey through 
the year. The Church Year is divided into three main sections: the Time of Christmas (Advent to Transfiguration Sunday), 
the Time of Easter (Lent to the Day of Pentecost), and the Time of the Church (Holy Trinity Sunday to the Last Sunday of 
the Church Year).

The visuals and ideas in the Church Year Worship Kit are designed to help you teach young children about the Church 
Year. Inside the kit, you will find a Leader Guide, four large posters with Church Year teaching resources and prayers, 
and a CD with song recordings, melody-line scores, and additional resources and patterns in PDF format.

Leader Guide 
This Leader Guide has a short ritual for Opening Worship 
with suggestions for celebrating special occasions. It also 
includes scripts to teach about the key days and seasons 
of the Church Year and a handy visual that shows symbols 
and colors for the Church Year. You can also find PDFs of 
these pages on the CD.
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Posters
There are four posters in the worship kit. Cut apart the pieces 
and store the smaller ones in large zipper plastic bags for safe-
keeping. You will need to provide your own double-sided tape, 
restickable glue stick, or poster putty to attach these items to the 
altar each week. Use them in a similar way to how you would 
use an early childhood weather or days-of-the-month calendar.

Posters 1 and 2 have an altar and altar cloths in the colors of the 
Church Year. There are sets of white altar cloths for Christmas 
(a crèche) and for Easter (a cross with sunburst). The third set 
of white altar cloths can be used for Epiphany, Jesus’ Baptism, 
Transfiguration, and Holy Trinity. These posters also have flowers, 
a Bible, candle flames, and the body of Jesus (corpus) that can 
be added to your altar each week. There is an Advent wreath, a 
baptismal font, and Communion vessels that you can use to teach 
about Advent, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. The scripts in the 
Leader Guide and on the CD walk you through how to use these 
various pieces.

Poster 2 also has a Baptism banner. When you 
celebrate a child’s baptismal birthday, write his 
or her name and baptismal date on paper or 
4 × 6-inch cards to attach to the banner. 

Poster 3 has rebus pictures to teach the Lord’s 
Prayer. Directions for its use are on the CD. 

Poster 4 has a large picture of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, and Luther’s Morning 
Prayer with rebus pictures. See directions 
on the CD for teaching the prayer. You can 
use this as one poster, or cut it in half to 
make two smaller posters. Display the 
Good Shepherd picture in your class-
room.

CD
The Worship Kit CD contains song re-
cordings to use in Opening Worship 
and to teach about the Church Year. 

Additionally, the CD has PDF resources with leader 
materials, student activities, family connections, and patterns. 
There are also PDFs of the melody-line scores for the songs on the 
CD.

The folder for leaders has PDFs of the pages in the Leader 
Guide, directions for using Posters 3 and 4 to teach the 
Lord’s Prayer and Luther’s Morning Prayer, and teacher 
information for using the student activity pages and 
family pages. It also has patterns for altar flowers and 
a palm branch and a Baptism birthday card that can 
be reproduced to give to students when they celebrate 
their Baptisms. 

The Student folder has several Activity Pages about 
Church Year symbols and colors. The Family Connections 
folder has handouts to give families for Advent and Christmas, 
for Lent and Easter, and for Pentecost. It also has a Luther’s Rose 
Activity. See the CD Contents file for a complete list of resources 
on the CD.
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Opening Ritual
Sing a Gathering Song

“We Are in God’s House Today” (Little Ones Sing Praise, p. 12; CD 30)

Say the Invocation
Invite the children to make the sign of the cross as you say the Invocation and 
Amen. Tell them Amen is the special word we say at the end of prayers. 

Say In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Teach about the Church Year
Use the altar, altar cloths, and other items on Posters 1 and 2. You will also need a 
restickable glue stick, double-sided tape, or poster putty to attach the items. 
Use the teacher talk scripts on pages 7–23 of this guide to teach about the days 
and seasons of the Church Year. There is a handy Church Year wheel on page 24 
that gives symbols and colors of key days and seasons.

Collect the Offering
“Father, Bless the Gifts We Bring You” (Little Ones Sing Praise, p. 22; CD 
14)

Pray
Ask for children’s prayer requests. Incorporate these into your prayers. Then lead 
children in the following prayer, repeating after you at the asterisks, or invite them 
to say a prayer. Give young children a cross or paper plate with a cross drawn on 
it to hold and pass. When they receive the cross, encourage them to offer a prayer 
or pass the cross to the next child.

Say  Dear Jesus, You’re my friend.* You love me every day.* 
Forgive me all my sins.* Help me to love, I pray.* Amen.*

Say the Lord’s Prayer (Poster 3) or Luther’s Morning Prayer (Poster 4).

Celebrate Special Days
For birthdays, put candles on a play-dough cake and sing “Happy Birthday to 
You.” Give the birthday child the “cake,” a sticker, or other small gift to take home. 
For Baptism birthdays, use the Baptism Banner on Poster 2. Write the child’s name 
and Baptism date on pieces of paper and attach them to the poster. Have the child 
celebrating a Baptism birthday dip a finger in a bowl of water and make the sign 
of the cross with you and the other children. Talk about how God washes away 
our sins in Baptism and makes us His children. Give the birthday child a Baptism 
card (on CD) and a seashell or shell-shaped soap with a cross on it to take home. 
Sing one of the following songs or another baptismal song or hymn.

“I Was Baptized” (Little Ones Sing Praise, p. 97; CD 20) 
“Child of God” (Sing & Wonder, p. 45; CD 4).

Note: If you have children who are not baptized, have them choose a faith birth-
day to celebrate that they are God’s children. Ask your pastor to speak to their 
parents about Baptism.

Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House.
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Advent
Blue is the color of hope. Violet or purple is the color of peni-
tence. The church wears blue or violet during Advent as God’s 
family waits in expectation for the coming of our Lord. 
There are four Sundays in Advent. Lighting candles on an Ad-
vent wreath is a traditional way to mark the four weeks leading 
up to Christmas.
Poster items you’ll need: altar, blue altar cloths, flames, flowers, 
Bible, and Advent wreath 

Ask   Have you ever had to wait for something—maybe your 
birthday or Christmas or a visit from your grandparents? 
Accept answers. 
Was it easy or hard to wait? Accept answers. 
Whose birthday are we waiting to celebrate right now? 
(Jesus’) Affirm other birthdays too.

Say  In the Church, we call the time of waiting to celebrate 
Jesus’ birthday Advent. As we wait, we listen to God’s 
Word and hear that God loves us and sent Jesus to be 
our Savior. Through His Word, the Holy Spirit helps to get 
our hearts ready for Jesus. 

Sing   Stanza 1 of “Jesus, Our Good Friend” (Little Ones Sing 
Praise, p. 77; CD 22) or the refrain and stanza 1 of 
“Advent Song” (CD 1; lyrics on CD)

Attach the Advent wreath to the side of the altar. Point to it.
Say  Our Advent wreath helps us count the weeks until Jesus’ 

birthday. This is the [first, second, third, fourth] week in 
Advent. How many candles should we light? Yes, [one, 
two, three, four]! Each week, we will light one more 
candle. When all the candles are lit, that means Jesus’ 
birthday is almost here! Ask a child to add flame(s).

Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House.

Sing “Advent Song: Light One Candle” (Little Ones Sing 
Praise, p. 107; tune: “Jimmy Crack Corn”)

Light one candle, Advent’s here. Hold up one finger.

Light one candle, Advent’s here. 

Light one candle, Advent’s here. 

Christmas time is near.

Week 2: Light two candles . . . Hold up two fingers.

Week 3: Light three candles . . . Hold up three fingers.

Week 4: Light four candles . . . Hold up four fingers.

Say  During Advent, we also get our church ready by dressing 
it in a new color. 

Ask   What color do we use in Advent? (Blue or purple) Attach 
blue cloths to altar. 

Sing “Church Year Colors: Advent” (Lift Little Voices, p. 53; 
CD 5)

Ask   What else should we put on our altar? Show flowers and 
candle flames. Ask children to help you add flowers and 
candle flames to the altar. You can also add the Bible. 
Name items as they are added.

Continue with the Offering, Prayers, and Birthday and Baptism 
Birthday Celebrations on the Opening ritual.
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Christmas
White is the color of holiness and God’s glory. The church wears white 
for Christmas and other special times in Jesus’ life. It also wears white for 
Holy Trinity Sunday and special feast days in the Church Year. 
The Christmas season begins with the Nativity of Our Lord and includes 
the Sundays between Christmas Day and the Epiphany of Our Lord on 
January 6. 
Poster items you’ll need: altar, white altar cloths, Bible, flames, and 
flowers 
Optional: Provide chiffon scarves or praise wavers. Make wavers by 
threading jingle bells on pipe cleaners and twisting closed.

Say  Hi, friends! What are some special things you do at Christmas to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday? Let children share briefly. In Advent, we 
dress the church in blue [purple]. Advent is the time we get ready 
for Jesus’ birth. But at Christmas, we use different colors and 
different songs to help us think about what God has done for us. 

Sing  “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (Little Ones Sing Praise, p. 88; CD 17), 
“Away in a Manger” (Little Ones Sing Praise, p. 83; CD 3), or 
“To Us a Child Is Born” (CD 29; lyrics on CD). Give children 
scarves to wave as they sing.

Ask  Who has gone to church today? What color did you see? Show 
white cloths. What color is this?

Say  White is the color the church wears at Christmas. It reminds us of 
Jesus, who was born to be our Savior. Point to manger symbol. 
Put white Christmas cloths on the altar, or ask a child to do so. 

Sing “Church Year Colors: Christmas” (Lift Little Voices, p. 53; CD 6)
Say  Now let’s finish getting our altar ready. What else can we put on 

it? Show items to add. 
Let children help you add the Bible, poinsettias, and candle flames to the 
altar poster. Name each one as it is added to the altar.
Continue with the Offering, Prayers, and Birthday and Baptism Birthday 
Celebrations on the Opening ritual.

Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Epiphany 
of Our Lord
White is the color of holiness and God’s glory. The church wears white 
for the Epiphany of Our Lord and other special times in Jesus’ life as 
well as Holy Trinity Sunday and other special feast days. The Epiphany 
always falls on January 6. It is the day the Church remembers the visit of 
the Wise Men to Jesus. 
Poster items you’ll need: altar, white altar cloths with triune symbols, 
Bible, flames, and flowers 
Optional: Bring nativity figures of shepherds and the Wise Men to show.

Say  Boys and girls, today is a special day in the church called the 
Epiphany. Let’s say Epiphany together. Say the word again with 
the children. Epiphany is a big word that means “to show or 
make something known.” 

Ask  When Jesus was born, what did God put in the sky? (A star!) 
Say   The star showed that something very special had happened. 

Angels told the shepherds. Show the shepherds figure. The 
shepherds hurried to see baby Jesus. Later, Jesus had some other 
special visitors who came from far away.   

Ask  Who were they? Show the Wise Men nativity figures. Yes, the 
Wise Men.

Say  The Wise Men saw the star when Jesus was born. They did not 
live nearby, like the shepherds. The Wise Men were from a coun-
try far, far away. But they wanted to see Jesus too. When they 
found Jesus, they gave Him three special gifts and worshiped Him. 

At the Epiphany, we celebrate the Wise Men’s visit. It shows us that 
God sent Jesus to be the Savior of the whole world. Let’s sing about 
that.

Sing  “Church Year Colors: Epiphany” (Lift Little 
Voices, p. 53; CD 7); “We Three Kings of 
Orient Are,” stanza 1 (online or in a songbook); 
or “As with Gladness Men of Old” (Lutheran 
Service Book 397:1; CD 2)

Ask   What color do you think we should put on our 
altar for the Epiphany? Accept answers; then, 
show white altar cloths.

Say  White is the color we use for special times in 
Jesus’ life. So, on the Epiphany, the church 
wears white to remind us of Jesus and His love. 
Ask a child to put white altar cloths on the altar. 

Say  Now, let’s light the candles and add flowers. 
Give children flames and flowers.

Ask   Who remembers what Epiphany means? (It 
means to show or make something known.) 
What did God give us to show or tell us about 
Jesus? (His Word) Have a child put the Bible on 
the altar.

Continue with the Offering, Prayers, and Birthday and 
Baptism Birthday Celebrations on the Opening ritual.

Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. 
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