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Lesson 1LEVEL B

Preparing the Lesson
H2Oh! Everywhere: Noah

Key Point
God pours out His love for me by rescuing me from 

death and by washing away my sins through Jesus Christ. 

Law/Gospel 
From the moment of birth, my heart is inclined toward 

evil and unbelief. I deserve to be drowned in the flood of 
God’s wrath. Out of His pure goodness and mercy, God 
rescues me from sin, death, and the devil, washing 
away my sins for the sake of His Son, Jesus, who suf-
fered, died, and rose again for me.

Context
In the generations before Noah, the world fell more 

and more into the sin of unbelief. One example of this 
widespread wickedness is given in the opening verses of 
Genesis 6. The “sons of God” were marrying the “daughters 
of man” (v. 2). This probably refers to believing descendants 
of Seth (“sons of God”) falling into apostasy because they 
married unbelieving descendants of Cain (“daughters of 
man”). The text also tells us that original sin had so cor-
rupted humanity that the inclinations of their hearts were 
only evil, all of the time (v. 5). In response, God announces 
judgment on His fallen creation. All of humanity, indeed all 
living things, would be destroyed, except for Noah and his 
family, who trust in God. They and the animals they gather 
into the ark are saved.

Commentary 
The account of the worldwide flood is one of the most 

scandalous in all the Scriptures. It is also one of the most 
beautiful in its presentation of the Gospel.

Flood narratives were common in the ancient world. In 
the epics of Gilgamesh and Atrahasis, the gods decide to 
destroy the world with a flood because the people of the 
earth are too noisy (the earth has become overpopulated) 
and the gods cannot get the sleep they want. They save 
one man and his family so that the gods can continue to 
be worshiped.

Because of these epics, the world often tries to argue 
that what we have in the Scriptures is plagiarized from 
other Near Eastern literature. This allows them to discount 

the biblical flood account as a fictional story with no endur-
ing historical or theological value. There are two problems 
with this perspective. First, the other accounts could just as 
easily have been derived from the biblical account. Second, 
the other accounts offer a theology that is completely at 
odds with that of the Scriptures.

The gods of the ancient epics are self-serving and care 
nothing for the welfare of humanity. The God of Scripture 
is at the same time angry with the people of the earth 
because of their unbelief, yet compassionate toward them. 

It grieves God that the coming judgment is necessary 
(Genesis 6:6–7). He would rather have not created human-
ity than be forced to destroy it. God saves Noah and his 
family because they still believe and trust in Him. Noah is 
a “righteous” man (v. 9). Righteousness in the Scriptures 
is always a matter of faith, never a matter of good or righ-
teous deeds (15:6).

The Book of Hebrews says that Noah’s building of the 
ark “condemned the world” (11:7). It demonstrated that 
because of the world’s unbelief, wrath was coming to wipe 
out all life that was not saved in the ark. After Noah and 
his family enter the ark, God shuts the door. God Himself 
is taking responsibility for the flood. He alone has the 
authority to execute judgment against the unbelieving 
world.

The salvation of the eight people in the ark is used in 
the New Testament to point to the rescue we receive in 
Baptism. Our old Adam is drowned and dies, but we are 
saved and granted a clean conscience before God (1 Peter 
3:18–21).

The flood shows us what we all deserve: wrath, death, 
and destruction. The ark shows us what we all receive 
on account of God’s mercy: eternal life, earned for us by 
Christ on the cross and given to us through the waters of 
Baptism.

Genesis 6:9–9:17 — God rescues me.
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Investigation Station
Option: Invite a helper to prepare this station.

To Prepare: Before class, set up an Investigation Station in the room to use each 
week. Add a table and chairs. If possible, have a computer or tablet available for stu-
dent research. On a wall or bulletin board behind or near this area, post an enlarged 
rainbow made from the image found on the Director CD. Color each ray from top to 
bottom in this order: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet. Above the rain-
bow, print the words H2 Oh! God Keeps His Promises. Keep the rainbow poster up dur-
ing the entire course. 

This week, add a large piece of chart paper titled, “Water’s Power.” On the chart, draw 
large drops students can write in. 

Greet students as they arrive in the Investigation Station. 

Say   Welcome to our Sunday School course, H2Oh! God Keeps His Promises. 
Throughout this course, we will investigate Bible stories that have something 
to do with H2O; that is, with water. Today we will study a Bible story that tells 
of a time when water was everywhere. In this true Bible event, the force of 
water was powerful. Where have you seen the power of water? What have 
you read or heard about the power of water? 
Invite students to write their ideas inside the water drops. Students may mention 

floods, tidal waves, erosion, hydroelectric power, high surf, riptides, as well as water’s 
ability to clean.

H2Oh! Everywhere:  
Noah
Genesis 6:9–9:17

Lesson 1

Connections

Bible Words
The Lord will rescue me . . . and 
bring me safely into His heav-
enly kingdom. 2 Timothy 4:18

Faith Word
Baptism

Hymns and Songs
Father Welcomes (LSB 605; 
AGPS 95; Director CD 02); 
You Are My Own (AGPS 270; 
Director CD 11)

Catechism
Holy Baptism

Take-Home Promise
God rescues me.

(10 minutes)

Resource Page 1
Student Leaflet 1
Garden hose and nozzle
Activity Page 1
White cardstock 
Watercolor paints and brushes
Cups
Paper towels

Rainbow poster (Director CD)
Chart paper

Rainbow poster (Investigation 
Station)
Director CD
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Ask   When rivers rise and the waters flow out of the banks onto nearby land 
and buildings, what is happening? (A flood) If not already done, write the word 
flood to the “Water’s Power” list. 

Today, we will read about the earth’s biggest flood. Before we do, let’s 
begin with song and prayer. Move to the worship area of your classroom.

Worship
Sing   “Father Welcomes” (LSB 605; AGPS 95; Director CD 02) or “You Are My Own” 

(AGPS 270; Director CD 11). These songs emphasize the blessings God gives us 
through Holy Baptism, another powerful event involving water is involved. 

Invocation   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The Promise Clue Point to the large rainbow in the Investigation Station. 

Ask   When or where have you seen a rainbow? Allow time for sharing. Today, we 
will read about the sighting of a special rainbow. The rainbow is today’s clue 
to finding a promise God has for you and me. Look for it in the story. 

Offering   Encourage the students as they give their offerings. Remind them that 
God blesses us with all good things. Offerings give thanks to God for all of His bless-
ings. If you have a special summer mission project, introduce it today. A mission 
project that connects to the water theme is explained on the Director CD. 

Pray   Dear God, pour out Your love to us as we study Your Word and learn of 
Your mighty work for Noah and for us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Celebrate   Recognize student birthdays, Baptism birthdays, and significant family 
events in your routine manner.

(20 minutes)

God’s Promise in the Bible
To Prepare: Before class, make individual copies of Resource Page 1 located in the 
back of this guide. Have Bibles available and copies of Student Leaflet 1.
Web Activity: Locate or have a student locate photos of the flooding after Hurricane 
Katrina or other catastrophic flooding events.

Say   Floods show the dramatic power of water. 
Distribute copies of Resource Page 1. Read the first paragraph about Hurricane 

Katrina. Examine photos of the flood’s destruction on the Web. Then read the flood 
facts on the sidebar of the resource page.

Ask   Why are floods dangerous? (Floodwaters are powerful. They can sweep away 
people, homes, and strongly rooted trees. When floodwaters recede, they often 
leave behind mold and bacteria, and that can cause illness.)

Now read the second paragraph on Resource Page 1. 

Say   Let’s read about the most destructive flood ever. If you already know 
about this Bible event, see if you can discover new details or insights.
Help students locate Genesis 6 in their Bibles. Divide the reading into the sections 

described below into smaller pieces. Keep Resource Page 1 handy as you read the 
section on the building of the ark. Use the ark picture at the bottom of the resource 



page to help students visualize the vessel God directed Noah to build.

■	 Read Genesis 6:1–8.

Ask   Why was God sad? (God was sad because people were wicked and evil.)

What did God plan to do to fix this situation? (God planned to wipe out all 
people, land animals, and birds from the earth.) 

Who was the only person to find favor with God on the whole earth? (Noah)

■	 Read Genesis 6:9–22 and 7:1–5. Ask a volunteer to read the narrative verses 
and another to read the verses that God says to Noah.

Ask   Why did God want to save Noah and his family from the coming destruc-
tion? (Noah was righteous. He believed and trusted in God. He followed God.) 

Say   Look at the drawing of the ark on Resource Page 1. God gave specific 
instructions to Noah. What does this tell you about God? (God knows what we 
need. We can trust in Him to provide for us.) 

Ask   What did God tell Noah to take into the ark? (God told Noah to take his fam-
ily. This would be eight people, including Noah. God told Noah to take two of most 
every kind of animal and bird. God told Noah to take food for his family and for the 
animals. Noah was also to take seven pairs of animals and birds that were consid-
ered clean. These animals and birds would be sacrifices later.)

Say   God planned to send a flood to drown every living thing on earth that 
could not live in the water. The ark would protect Noah, his family, and the 
animals inside from the devastating waters. 
In Genesis 6:18, God said He would establish His covenant with Noah. A 
covenant is an agreement or a promise. God promised to rescue Noah and 
his family from the flood He would send.
■	 Read Genesis 7:6–24.

Ask   When Noah, his family, and all animals were in the ark, “the Lord shut him 
in” (Genesis 7:16). How does this action show God’s love for Noah? (Noah and 
his family would not see the death and destruction caused by the floodwaters. 
God’s action shows His mercy and protection. God acted personally to preserve the 
lives of Noah and his family.)

How long did the flood waters remain on the earth at their full height? (The 
waters remained for 150 days.)

■	 Read Genesis 8:1–19.

Ask   How did God cause the floodwaters to go down? (God sent a wind to dry up 
the floodwaters.) 

In order to determine if the floodwaters were gone, Noah sent out a dove. 
How many times did Noah send out the dove? (Three times)

How did Noah know it was time to come out of the ark? (God told Noah to do so.)

■	 Read Genesis 8:20–9:17.

Ask   What was the first thing Noah did when he left the ark? (Noah built an altar 
to God. Then Noah sacrificed some of the clean animals and birds to thank and 
praise God for rescuing him and his family.) 

After Noah worshiped God, what promise or covenant did God make with 
him? (God promised Noah that He would never again destroy the entire earth 
with a flood.)

What did God do as a reminder of the promise He had made with Noah and 
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with future generations? (He set a rainbow in the sky.)

Say   How do you know God’s promise to Noah is also for you? (God made this 
promise to all future generations—that is us! God keeps all His promises.)

Review
Distribute the Student Leaflets. Have your students do the Search & Know activity 

on page 4 to review the lesson details. To verify their answers, encourage the stu-
dents to look up the Bible passages provided.

If time is limited, assign groups of children two Bible passages to look up and 
then report their findings to the entire group

Answers: (1) 3; (2) 2; (3) 8; (4) 600 years; (5) 40; (6) 150; (7) 3; (8) 0; (9) 1; (10) Equal 
to all people who have ever lived

Bible Words
The Lord will rescue me . . . and bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom. 2 Timothy 4:18

Locate the Bible Words on the Student Leaflet.

Say   God knows how to rescue His people. In the midst of the flood, God res-
cued Noah and his family in the ark. In the waters of Baptism, God rescues 
us from sin, death, and the devil, through faith in Jesus, our risen Savior. He 
gives us a home in His kingdom of heaven. 
Help students memorize this verse by assigning the first phrase, “The Lord will 

rescue me,” to one half of the group and the second phrase, “and bring me safely 
into His heavenly kingdom,” to the other half. Have the first group say their phrase 
followed by the second group. Do this a few times and then have the groups switch 

parts. 
(25 minutes)

Use these activities to help the children grow in their understanding of what the 
Bible story means for their lives. Choose the ones that work best with your class.

God’s Promise for Me
To Prepare: The next section has options. One activity is done outside and the 

other inside. Choose the option that is best for you. Make individual copies of Activity 
Page 1 at the end of this lesson. If you want to do it as an all-class activity, scan it, 
download it, and project it in the classroom. Have Bibles available. 

Option: Before class, connect a garden hose with a spray nozzle to a water source 
outside of your classroom (e.g., a water faucet on the outside of your facility). Note: 
This activity requires a sunny day. Practice this demonstration before using it in class. 
If it is not sunny, use the Web to locate an appropriate YouTube video to show the 
experiment.

■	Begin here if you are doing the outdoor activity.
Take the students outdoors to the garden hose. Turn on the water source and 

squirt the hose several times to make sure the water is coming through it. Have the 
students stand with their backs to the sun. 

Say   As I operate this hose, keep your eyes on the water spray.
Face the sun, and use the nozzle to create a fine spray of water. Spray the water 
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at a 45 degree angle to the sun. Adjust the spray until the students are able to see 
a rainbow form in the mist coming from the hose. As time permits, let the students 
take turns making rainbows.

Turn off the water source and return to the classroom. 

■	Begin here if you are not doing the indoor activity.

Ask   What two things form a rainbow? (Water and sunlight)

Say   When sunlight hits a water droplet, the water acts like a prism. A prism 
has angled sides that bend color in sunlight. As the sunlight bends, the light 
separates, and we see the different colors. 
God put a rainbow in the sky after the great flood. He rescued Noah and His 
family from destruction by carrying them safely in an ark above the flood-
waters. 

Ask   What great evil could destroy us? (The punishment of our sins) God rescued 
Noah and his family in an ark. God used Jesus on a cross to rescue us. 
How does God use water and His Word to make Jesus’ rescue our own? 

(At Baptism) 

Write the Faith Word, baptism, on the board. 

Say   In Holy Baptism, God uses water and His Word to wash away our sins. 
When we are baptized, by the power of the Holy Spirit we receive faith in all 
that Jesus our Savior has done for us. When we are baptized, our sins are for-
given; we receive new life in Jesus. Through Baptism, God makes us His child. 
God claims us as His own. We receive all the good gifts God gives, including a 
home in heaven. Through Baptism, God makes us members of His family and 
His kingdom forever. With God’s Word, water is used in the most powerful 
way in Holy Baptism.
Add the word Baptism to the “Water’s Power” chart from earlier in the lesson. Next, 

help the students locate 1 Peter 3:18–20. Read these verses aloud to the group.  

Say   Jesus died for our sins. Before He rose from the dead, He descended into 
hell to declare His victory over death and evil. On the third day, Jesus rose 
from the dead. 
God’s rescue of Noah and his family is tied to our Baptism. The world was 
cleansed as Noah and his family were lifted up in the ark by the floodwa-
ters. When we are baptized, the water combined with God’s Word cleanses 
our hearts and raises us to new life through faith in Jesus. 
Hand out Activity Page 1 (or project it on the board). 

Say   The rainbow reminds us that God keeps His promises. The Bible verses on 
this page that tell how and why God has rescued us from sin, death, and the 
devil. In each verse, some words are missing. Let’s investigate these promises. 
Begin with the passage printed on the bottom of the rainbow (John 3:16). Look 

up each passage and read them together. Fill in the missing words. Then put the let-
ters found in the raindrops within the rainbow into the raindrops at the bottom of 
the page to reveal God’s promise from today’s Bible story.

The Bible verses in the rainbow explain why and how God rescued us from sin 
and eternal death. The highlighted letters in the puzzle reveal God’s promise: God 
rescued us.

As time permits, review the verses together from bottom to top on the rainbow. 
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Help students see that they tell the story of God’s greatest rescue for us.

Craft—A Rainbow Promise
To Prepare: Cover tables with plastic. Place several cups filled with water around the 
tables as well as paper towels. Place sets of watercolor paints around the table, one 
set for every two students. Each student needs a paintbrush. Set out white cardstock 
precut into the size you desire and black markers.

■	 Draw crosses on white cardstock and then use a pencil to divide the area 
inside the cross to look like sections of a stained glass window. 

■	 Go over the pencil lines with black markers. 

■	 Use watercolor paints in rainbow colors to decorate the cross. 

Say   The rainbow is a sign of God’s promises to us too. God’s greatest promise 
to us was to send Jesus to be our Savior. Through faith in Jesus’ death on the 
cross and His resurrection, God forgives our sins and gives us a new life that is 
eternal. Through faith in Jesus, we receive all of God’s promised blessings.
When the projects are dry, post them in the Investigation Station area.

(5 minutes)

To Prepare: On blue paper, print and cut out a raindrop for each student. Have sev-
eral black markers and masking tape ready. Gather in the Investigation Station near 
the rainbow display. Use songbooks.

Sing   “You Are My Own” (AGPS 270; Director CD 11)

Hand each student a raindrop shape and a black marker or pen.

Say   Through Baptism, by the power of the Holy Spirit, God cleanses our 
hearts, gives us faith in Jesus, and makes us His children. On your raindrop, 
draw a cross to remind you that through Jesus, God has rescued you from sin, 
death, and the devil.
Invite students to tape the raindrops below the rainbow poster. Then gather the 

students for prayer.

Pray   Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son Jesus to rescue me 
from drowning in my sin so I might live each day as Your child. Amen.
Before the students leave, ask a student to write God’s promise on the rainbow in 

the Investigation Station.

Say   God has rescued you. 

God at Work through You
Encourage the students to listen carefully to news reports and to pray for 

people who might currently be enduring the results of floods or strong rainstorms. 
Encourage the students to discuss with their families any mission project your Sunday 
School has selected for the summer.

As a mission project, consider gathering offerings to purchase items for the LCMS 
Disaster Response “Flood Relief” project. Find more information on the Director CD. 

Lesson 1
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Snack
Rainbow Fruit Cups. 

Place sliced fruit of vari-

ous rainbow colors into 

clear plastic cups for 

students to enjoy. Serve 

with spoons and pro-

vide napkins
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