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Serving with Joy
The concept of vocations extends beyond simply our occupation to include all 

the ways we serve others for Christ’s sake. You can have many vocations at the 
same time; for example, you may be a teacher, parent, neighbor, and sibling. 

These lessons are designed to help young people connect biblical characters 
and modern-day vocations to see how God enables us to serve others with joy. 
They are arranged in biblical chronological order. Since they are also thematic, how-
ever, feel free to rearrange their order to suit your setting.

Features of the Teacher Guide
• Easy-to-use, four-step weekly lesson plans
• Suggestions for snacks and supplemental activities
• Reproducible student activity pages for each lesson
• Age-appropriate ways to teach the Bible story and apply it to young lives
• A weekly Bible study for the teacher titled “Growing in the Word”
• Teaching tips to assist in teaching children with special needs
•  Perforated pages to make team teaching or small-group/large-group teach-

ing easier

What You Will Need
• This Teacher Guide
• Items listed on the Materials list in each lesson
• Bible, catechism, hymnal, children’s song book, and offering basket
•  Scissors, tape, glue, paper, crayons or markers, and other standard classroom 

supplies
•  A puppet (a selection is available from Concordia Publishing House; 1-800-

325-3040 or cph.org)
• Happy Times, a magazine for young children (optional)
• Teachers Interaction, a magazine for volunteer teachers (optional)

The Four-Step Lesson Plan
Opening

• Welcomes students and helps them to transition to the classroom
•  Introduces the lesson theme by providing an activity that activates prior 

knowledge, which prepares students for what they will learn in the lesson
•  Provides an Opening ritual; suggestions for large-group openings are found 

on the Director CD.

God Speaks
•  Tells the Bible story in an age-appropriate way; suggestions for large-

group Bible story presentations are on the Director CD.
• Presents the Key Point of the lesson
• Highlights the Law and Gospel in the lesson

We Live
• Reviews the Bible story details
• Applies the Law and Gospel in the text to the students’ lives
•  Provides options to help students make connections between the Bible 

story and God’s work in their lives

Closing
• Provides closing song and prayer
•  Gives suggestions to help students apply what they learned beyond the 

classroom

The Lutheran 

Spirituality Series 

Bible study 

Vocation: God 

Serves through Us 

(20-3697) and  

The Lutheran 

Difference Series 

study Christian 

Vocation (20-3594) 

both make excel-

lent companion 

studies to Serving 

with Joy. Both 

of these studies 

are appropriate 

for young adults 

and adults. They 

are also available 

as reproducible 

downloads. Visit 

www.cph.org for 

more information.

Resource Tip
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Student Leaflets
There are colorful two-page leaflets, available as a separate purchase, to go with 

each lesson in this curriculum. The leaflets have the Bible story, Bible story picture, 
review questions, and a prayer. They make a great take-home piece for family use. 
You can also show the Bible picture to the children, instead of their Story Page, 
when you review the story in class, using the questions in this guide.

Lunch-Bag Scrapbooks
Help kids connect with each of the Bible characters and vocations they study 

throughout the summer. This file is available on both the Basic Director CD that 
comes with this curriculum and the Expanded CD. It contains directions, clip art, 
and samples of bag books that students can work on each week. Each pair of book 
pages helps compare the Bible story for the week with a modern-day vocation.

Expanded Director CD
This CD, available for purchase, has many additional resources. Of particular 

interest to the Early Childhood level are the following items:

Theme Music
Music and lyrics for these songs and a hymn:

• He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands (accompaniment only)
• Joyful Service (theme song; lyrics and accompaniment)
• Greet the Rising Sun (LSB 871; lyrics and accompaniment)

Neighborhood Vocations
During the summer, make a model of your neighborhood using small boxes 

and the patterns on the Neighborhood Activity PDF on the Expanded Director CD. 
Add self-made figures of people at work and play. Draw the streets, roads, and 
parks of your area on poster board or a large piece of fabric. As you work, talk 
about the kinds of services people provide in your neighborhood and how God 
blesses you through those people. 

Coloring Pages and Activity Pages
If you prefer printing your own coloring pages and activity pages instead of 

photocopying them from this Teacher Guide, they are available in a PDF folder on 
the Expanded Director CD.

Crafts and Snacks
There is a PDF of the Early Childhood crafts and a PDF of the snacks for the 

summer quarter on the Expanded Director CD. (The crafts PDF is also on the Basic 
CD.) Ask your director to print these for you. They make a handy reference for buy-
ing supplies or for giving to a substitute teacher or snack or craft leader.

What a Way
To learn more about church work vocations such as pastor, teacher, deaconess, 

director of Christian education (DCE), and other careers in ministry, we invite you 
to visit WhataWay.org. What a Way is an initiative of the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod.



Materials Needed

Genesis 24:10–28

 Lesson  1

Rebekah Serves at the Well

Early Childhood

2
God Speaks

3
We Live

Supply Box: In your classroom, have on hand a Bible, a hymnal,  
a Little Ones Sing Praise songbook, an offering basket, markers, cray-
ons, scissors, glue, tape, a paper punch, assorted stickers, yarn,  
decorating supplies, paper plates, antibacterial hand soap, napkins, and 
plastic zipper bags for take-home projects.

Abbreviations: LSB=Lutheran Service Book; LOSP=Little Ones Sing 
Praise

Key Point
By moving Rebekah to selfless service (drawing 
countless gallons of water for a man and his 
camels), God identified an ancestor of the One 
who would serve us by His suffering and death.

Law/Gospel Points
In our sinfulness, we think only of our own 
convenience and pleasure. Jesus’ selfless sac-
rifice of His life and death (Romans 8:32) 
gives us all we need and frees us to serve 
others gladly.

As sinful people, we labor only for the value or 
compensation it brings us. God uses even our 
seemingly insignificant chores to accom-
plish His perfect will for the world.

Connections
Bible Words 
Through love serve one another. Galatians 5:13

Faith Word 
Serve

Hymns and Songs 
Take My Life and Let It Be (LSB 783) 
Jesus Wants Me for a Helper (LOSP, p. 33) 
Joyful Service (page 126)

Catechism 
Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition
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Story Page 1

Activity Page 1

Resource Pages 3 and 4

Construction paper

Heart stickers

Napkin, plate, glass, and 
flatware

Snack ingredients

Nametag pattern 
(Resource Page 1)

Construction paper

Several small pitchers

Plastic or paper cups

Large building blocks or 
chairs

Child’s sand pail

3-foot-long rope or 
heavy string

A ring and two bracelets

1
Opening



Growing in the Word

8       Lesson 1

Rebekah Serves at the Well Genesis 24:10–28

Law
In our sinfulness, we think only of our own 

convenience and pleasure. When we perform acts 
of kindness, we often come to believe we deserve 
credit or recognition for our deeds. 

Gospel
Jesus’ selfless sacrifice of His life and death 

(Romans 8:32) gives us all we need and frees us to 
serve others gladly. Because of Christ Jesus, and 
apart from our deeds, God gives us infinitely more 
than we deserve.

Context
Genesis 12:1–9 sets the stage for the entire 

history of Israel—and of the Christian Church! God 
called Abram to leave his homeland and become 
“a great nation” (v. 2) and the one in whom “all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed” (v. 3). 
The Messiah (Christ) first promised to 
Adam and Eve (3:15) would come from 
Abraham’s offspring (12:7; Galatians 
3:16). His son Isaac would need 
a wife to continue the messianic 
bloodline. Isaac had to remain in 
the Promised Land but not inter-
marry with the local Canaanites, 
so Abraham commissioned his chief 
servant to go and find a wife for Isaac 
from among Abraham’s kin in Mesopotamia 
(24:1–9). Abraham promised that the Lord would 
send an angel ahead of the servant (24:7).

Commentary
When the servant arrived at Nahor, he rested 

his camels by the well; this presented an opportu-
nity to meet prospective brides for Isaac (24:11). In 
that culture, it was the woman’s daily task to draw 
water from the community well for the household.

The servant faithfully prayed for God’s help, 
asking that the first woman he met would be the 
one for Isaac (vv. 12–14). God showed His love 
for Abraham by answering the prayer (vv. 15–24), 
reminding us that God’s love is shown by His lov-
ing actions (see John 3:16). Before the servant 
had finished praying, Rebekah, the grandniece of 

Abraham, arrived, demonstrating the Lord’s prom-
ise, “Before they call I will answer; while they are 
yet speaking I will hear” (Isaiah 65:24).

Though Rebekah was beautiful, she had not 
used her beauty for sin but had remained sexually 
pure (Genesis 24:16). Her humility, graciousness, 
and generosity surpassed her beauty (vv. 18–20). 
She served Abraham’s servant, not just giving water 
to him, but to his ten camels as well! The servant 
watched to “learn whether the Lord had prospered 
his journey” (v. 21). He knew that any success 
would come only from the Lord.

Abraham had sent valuable gifts along (v. 10), 
and the servant gave some of them to Rebekah (v. 
22). She probably thought they were extravagant 
thank-yous for helping, but they were actually 
bridal gifts. That she was “the one” was confirmed 
by her blood relationship to Abraham (v. 24). The 

servant acknowledged the Lord’s faith-
fulness to him and to Abraham by bow-
ing down to bless the Lord with thanks-

giving (vv. 26–27), as we do in the 
liturgy: “Let us bless the Lord. . . . 
Thanks be to God” (LSB, p. 212).

Rebekah told her family the 
news (v. 28). Genesis 24:29–67 

recounts the servant obtaining per-
mission from Rebekah and her family 

to take her to Isaac for marriage. Later, 
Rebekah would bear twin sons, Jacob and 

Esau. Jacob, renamed Israel, would be the father 
of God’s people. Out of Israel would come the 
Messiah, the Suffering Servant who would “make 
many to be accounted righteous, and . . . bear 
their iniquities” (Isaiah 53:11). Jesus “came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give His life as a 
ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). He still serves 
us at church with His saving Word and Sacraments. 
We, in turn, present our bodies at church “as a 
living sacrifice,” which is our “spiritual worship” 
(Romans 12:1). Freed from sin, we now “through 
love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13), know-
ing that we actually “are serving the Lord Christ” 
(Colossians 3:24) in our vocations.

Podcast
Growing in the Word is 
available as a podcast.  

Visit podcast.cph.org to 
download and listen  

each week!

Copyright © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Purchaser may copy for local use only.



Serving with Joy
Love led God to send Jesus to be our Savior from sin. Jesus served us through 

His perfect life, death, and resurrection. As God’s redeemed children, we are forgiv-
en and called to love and serve our neighbors. In love, we can serve them wherever 
God leads us—in our families, neighborhoods, schools, or workplaces.

Each week, connect the Bible stories to real people and their vocations. Invite 
adults with vocations related to those in the Bible story to tell how God has led 
them to do their work or service. They might also tell the Bible story, lead crafts, 
serve snacks, or help with other activities.

Welcome Time
Welcome the children, and have them put their offerings in the offering basket. 

To provide a connection to what they will learn in the Bible lesson, set out dispos-
able cups and several small pitchers half-full of water. Cover the table with a towel. 
Have additional towels on hand for spills. Have the children take turns pouring 
water into the cups. Talk about how they could serve or help someone by giving a 
drink of water. Option: Use a pail filled one-third with water as a pretend well. Tie 
string to the handle of a plastic cup for a pretend pail. Have the children pretend 
they are getting water from a well.

Ask When do you like to have a drink of water? What makes you 
thirsty? In our Bible story, we will hear about a woman named 
Rebekah who served water to a man who was hot and thirsty. 
Rebekah gave water to something else too.

You may wish to begin your lesson with the classroom opening on page 128 at 
the end of this book. 

To prepare: To represent the well in the Bible story, use large building blocks 
to form a circle about 3 to 4 feet across. Make the sides of the circle two or 
three rows high. Option: Put small children’s chairs into a circle with the chair 
backs toward the inside of the circle. Tie rope to a sand pail. You will also need 
a ring and two bracelets. Have the children sit around the “well.”

Say In Bible times, there were no faucets to turn on when people 
wanted a drink of water or water for washing. Instead, people 
went to a well or a spring where the water came out of the 
ground. Point to the well you made. 

 Let’s pretend this is a well. To get water, the people would 
lower a bucket with a rope into the well or the place where 
the water came out of the ground. Then they would fill their 
bucket with water. Demonstrate how water was drawn from a well. 
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God Speaks
 10 minutes2

For this lesson, 

invite people who 

work in the food 

service industry 

to talk about what 

they do.

Teacher Tip

Make nametags by 

copying the pat-

tern and following 

the directions on 

Resource Page 1.

Teacher Tip

Opening
 15 minutes1
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 Today’s Bible story is in the Book of Genesis. Show chil-
dren Genesis in the Bible. The story is about a woman named 
Rebekah, and it takes place by a well.

Have the children act out the story as you tell it. Choose a boy and a girl to be 
the servant and Rebekah. The rest of the boys can be the camels, and the girls can 
be the other people at the well.

Say Abraham believed in God. He had a son named Isaac. Abraham 
wanted Isaac to have a wife who loved God too. So, Abraham 
told his servant, “Go to the land where I used to live. Find a 
good wife for Isaac. God will help you.” The servant got some 
camels ready. He packed food and water and gifts for Isaac’s 
new wife. Have the servant and all the boys go to a far corner of the 
room and walk slowly toward the well.

 The servant and the camels traveled for many, many days. It 
was a long trip, and they got really hot and tired. Finally, they 
came to the city where Abraham had once lived. The servant 
and the camels stopped to rest by a well outside the city. 
Have the boys sit around the well. The servant prayed, “Dear God, 
please let the woman I ask for a drink be willing to get water 
for my camels too. Then I will know she is the one You have 
chosen to be Isaac’s wife.”

 Have Rebekah and the girls come to the well. The young women 
came to the well. One woman filled her pitcher with water. 
Rebekah does so. The servant went over to the woman. “May I 
have a drink?” he asked.

 “Yes,” the woman answered. She poured him a drink. Rebekah 
pours drink; servant pretends to drink. Then she got a drink for 
his camels too. Rebekah gets water from the well and gives some 
to the camels. Abraham’s servant thanked God for hearing his 
prayer. He gave the woman a gold ring and two gold bracelets 
for her arms. Servant gives jewelry to Rebekah. “I am Rebekah,” 
she said. “Please come and stay with my family.”

 The servant went home with Rebekah. He told Rebekah’s fam-
ily why he had come and asked if she could marry Isaac. Her 
family said yes. Then Abraham’s servant and Rebekah made 
the long trip back to where Abraham and Isaac lived. Isaac 
was so happy to see Rebekah. God blessed them and made 
them a family. Many years later, baby Jesus would be born 
from Rebekah and Isaac’s family.

 To serve someone means to help or do something kind for the 
person. In our story today, Rebekah served Abraham’s servant 
by giving him a drink. God wants us to serve others too, and 
He helps us to do this. What are some ways that you can serve 
someone? Accept answers; for instance: pick up toys, hold the door 
for someone, visit someone who is sad.

 When we serve others, we are showing love for them by what 
we do. But we don’t always do loving things for each other, do 
we? Sometimes we tell our moms and dads no when they ask 
us to do something. Sometimes we fight with our friends. We 
all do mean and bad things to each other—things that don’t 
show God’s love. These things are called sin.

When the children 

act out a story, 

talk slowly. Give 

directions if the 

actors aren’t sure 

what to do.

Teacher Tip
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We Live
 30 minutes3

 But God still loves and cares for us. He took care of Abraham’s 
servant on his trip to find a wife for Isaac. He protects us and 
watches over us every day too. He loves us so much that He 
sent Jesus to be our Savior. Jesus came to serve us and show 
how much He loves us by taking the punishment for our sins 
on the cross. Because of Jesus, God forgives our sins. And 
someday God will take us to live in heaven with Him forever.

Use these activities to help the children grow in their understanding of what the 
Bible story means for their lives. Choose the ones that work best with your class.

Lesson Review—Using the Story Page
Make a copy of Story Page 1 at the end of this lesson for each child. As the chil-

dren finish the picture, review the story with these questions.

Ask What did the servant ask God for in prayer? 
Who is the woman by the well? 
How did Rebekah serve the man? 
What did Jesus do to serve us? 
What are some ways Jesus helps you to serve others?

Song—Singing and Stretching
Sing the action song on page 127 (stanzas 1–3, using the stanza for today’s les-

son) to review the story. Point to the pictures of the servant and Rebekah on Story 
Page 1. Tell the children that they are going to follow your actions as they sing the 
song.

Bible Words—Learning God’s Word
Through love serve one another. Galatians 5:13

Say To serve someone means to help the person. Abraham’s ser-
vant served Abraham when he went to find a wife for Isaac. 
Rebekah served Abraham’s servant when she gave him and 
his camels a drink of water. 

 The Bible says (read from the Bible): “Through love serve one 
another.” Let’s say those words together. Through love (place 
hands over heart) serve one another (hold hands out, palms up). 
Now let’s sing a song that tells about being a helper and serv-
ing others.

Sing “Jesus Wants Me for a Helper” (LOSP, p. 33).

Activity Page—Connecting to Our Lives
Make copies of Activity Page 1 at the end of the book. Read the title of the page 

and ask the children what it means to serve someone. Talk about how the servant 
and Rebekah served others.

Say Let’s say our Bible Words again: “Through love serve one 
another.” God loves us and takes care of us. He helps us to 
show love for others and serve them.
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Point to the pictures on the left side of the page, one at a time. Talk about how 
each person could serve someone. Then have the children look at the pictures on 
the right side to find people or an animal that needs help and someone to serve 
them.

Ask Who can serve the girl with the flat tire? Have children draw a 
line, first with their finger, then with a crayon, from the person with 
the bicycle pump to the girl with the flat tire. Do the same thing with 
the remaining four pictures.

Craft—Serving Hands
To prepare: For each project, you will need a sheet of light-colored construc-
tion paper, crayons or markers, pencils, and heart stickers. Ahead of time, 
in the center of each piece of construction paper (placed horizontally), print, 
“_______________ can serve others.”

Give each child a piece of paper. Show the children how to place their hands on 
each side of the words in the center. Trace around their hands. Read the message 
and then help them write their name on the line. Decorate with crayons or markers 
and heart stickers.

Options: (1) Print the Bible Words for this lesson on labels for the children to add 
to their pictures. (2) Make a frame for the picture by gluing it to a larger paper in a 
contrasting color. (3) Instead of using construction paper, draw child’s hands in the 
center of a white paper plate. Print their name at the top and the remaining words 
at the bottom of the plate. Decorate, then punch a hole in the plate, and thread with 
yarn for hanging. Give the children index cards to draw pictures of ways they can 
serve (e.g., feed pets, set the table, pick up toys). Tie the cards to the paper plates 
to make a mobile or send them home to use as coupons.

Other craft ideas: See the Director CD to make lunch-bag scrapbooks of the sto-
ries. The Expanded CD (available for purchase) has patterns to make a model town 
to act out ways God’s people serve one another.

Game—Moving and Doing
Young children need to move to process information and learn. Play this varia-

tion of follow the leader. Tell the children to follow you as you do different actions 
from the Bible story. Use the ideas below or make up some of your own.

 Walk slowly, slowly, and then faster and faster as you come to the town.
 Ride on a camel.
 Dip water from the well.
 Pour water into the trough for the camels.
 Kneel and fold your hands to thank God for answering your prayer to find a  

      wife for Isaac.
 Clap or do a “happy dance” because you found a wife for Isaac.

In God’s House—Connecting to Church
Take the children into the sanctuary. Talk about how the servant served 

Abraham by finding a wife for Isaac. Rebekah served the servant when she gave 
water to the camels. Point out the Communion rail and baptismal font and say that 
the pastor serves us during a Baptism and Holy Communion by giving us God’s gift 
of forgiveness. He prays for us. Talk about how ushers, choirs, organists, and altar 
guild people serve in the church.

Ask the children if they can find things that show how Jesus serves us (e.g., 
cross—He died for us; font—He forgives our sins through Baptism and makes us 
part of His family; prayer kneelers—He answers our prayers). Option: Invite your 
pastor, church musician, usher, or another church worker or volunteer to your class. 
Encourage the person to talk about how he or she is thankful for God’s love and 
serves in church in response to it.

Use the word 

serve as the chil-

dren do the page 

so that they have 

a better under-

standing of what 

the word means.

Teacher Tip

To help children 

visualize how the 

finished craft  

will look, make a 

sample.

Teacher Tip



Say Rebekah and the servant served others. God loves us and 
sent Jesus to serve us by dying on the cross for us. He helps 
us to love and serve others too. Let’s think of some ways 
that people in church serve us. How does our pastor serve 
us? How does the organist serve us? Continue with other work-
ers. God helps us to love and serve others too. What are some 
ways you can show love and serve others?

In God’s World—Exploring Story Concepts
You will need a napkin, plate, glass, knife, fork, and spoon.

Ask Have you ever eaten in a restaurant? What does the waiter or 
waitress do when you sit down? Accept answers. The person 
often comes to your table and says, “Hi, I’m Allison. I’ll be 
your server tonight.” Then she asks you what you want to 
eat and drink. She brings your drinks and gives you a napkin 
with a knife, fork, and spoon. Place the items as you speak. Later 
she brings your food on a plate. Demonstrate. The waitress 
serves you by bringing your food. This is her job.

 Today we heard how Rebekah gave water to Abraham’s ser-
vants and camels. She served him. Did you know that Jesus 
served us too? He did this by dying on the cross to pay for 
our sins and coming back to life again. Because of Jesus, God 
makes us His children and helps us to serve others in many 
ways. Being a waitress is one way of serving others. What are 
some other ways we can show love and serve others? Let’s 
sing a song now about how God loves and takes care of wait-
resses and restaurant workers who serve us.

Sing  “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” on page 127 at the back of 
this book, inserting the appropriate stanza for this week.

Snack—Making and Tasting
Put O-shaped cereal, M&M’s, and raisins in individual paper cups or zipper 

bags. Allow children to serve the snack, and comment on how they are serving 
each other. Pray before eating the snack.

Say The servant traveled a long way to find a wife for Isaac. He 
probably carried food to eat when he got hungry. God gave 
him food to eat. God gives us food too.

Sing “Joyful Service” (page 126)) or stanza 1 of “Take My Life and Let It Be 
(LSB 783).

Pray Dear God, thank You for loving us and taking care of us. 
Thank You for people who serve us. Help us to serve others. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Beyond Sunday School
Find out how your class can serve others in the church.
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Each week,  

sing this song, 

highlighting  

the vocation of  

the lesson in the  

second stanza.

Teacher Tip

Closing
 5 minutes4
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Through love serve one 
another. Galatians 5:13

Rebekah Serves at the Well
Genesis 24:10–28


