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Lesson 1 

A REVEALING 
RESTORATION 
Jesus Appears in Galilee 
John 21:1-19 

Afew weeks after Jesus rose from the dead, Peter
and Jesus' other disciples went back to Galilee. 

Peter and several disciples spent all night fishing on 
the Sea of Tiberias, but they didn't catch one fish. 

Early in the morning, a man on the shore called out 
to them, "Children, do you have any fishT They an-
swered no. He said, "Cast the net on the right side of 
the boat, and you will find some." They did-and the 
net was so heavy with fish that they were not able to 
haul it into the boat. 

Right away, John told Peter, "It is the Lordi" Simon 
Peter immediately threw himself into the water and 
swam to shore. The others rowed the boat in because 
they were not far from shore. When Peter came close 
to Jesus, he saw a charcoal fire with fish cooking on it. 
When the disciples arrived, they ate the breakfast Jesus 
had prepared for them. 

After breakfast, Jesus turned to Peter and asked, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than 
these?" Peter was quick to answer, "Yes, Lord; You know 
that I love You." Jesus told him, "Feed My lambs." 

A second time, Jesus asked, "Simon, son of John, do 
you love Me?" Peter answered, "Yes, Lord; You know 
that I love You." Jesus answered, "Tend My sheep." 

A third time, Jesus asked Peter, "Simon, do you love 
Me?" Peter was hurt. Didn't Jesus believe him? 

Jesus was making Peter think about the Last 
Supper, when Jesus told Peter he would deny Him 
three times befo re the rooster crowed. Peter had 
argued that he would never deny knowing Jesus. But a 

A Miraculous 
Catch of Fish 
This was not the first time that Jesus provided a 
miraculous catch of fish for His disciples. 

In Luke 5:1-11, when Jesus called Peter, James, 
and John to be disciples, He provided a 
large catch of fish then too. 
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few hours later, he denied Him three times as he stood 
outside with the guards, warming himself by the char-
coal fire. Three times Peter had the chance to show how 
much he loved Jesus, but each time he had said, "I don't 
know the man." 

Peter could not prove his love-not here by the Sea 
of Galilee. He didn't try to argue like he did at the Last 
Supper. All he could do was ask Jesus to look into his 
heart He said, "Lord, You know everything; You know 
that I love You." Jesus answered, "Feed My sheep." 

Then, Jesus told Peter what would happen many 
years later. He told Peter he would get the chance to 
show his love for Jesus again-and this time the Holy 
Spirit would make Peter strong enough to die on a cross, 
showing his great love for Jesus. 

Why? 
Fishing was something that these 
disciples understoo d very well. 
Jesus also calls us to be "fishers of 
men," meaning He wants us to go 
out and tell others about Him. 
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FISHING 
Why is fishing a big deal in the Bible? 
Fish from the Sea of Galilee provided a large amount 
of the food for the area. Fish was the most common 
kind of meat that people ate. Fishing was a very 
profitable business in the time of Jesus. 

Most fishing was done at night with large nets. By 
fishing at night, they caught more because 

the fish could not see the nets and 
would swim into them. 

During the day, fishermen 
mended their nets, washed� 

them, and hung them 
�,.;:;-......... ' ?  · · - out to dry. 

Peter's boat was 
probably about 
23' long and 
about 7' wide. 

Fishing was 
very hard 

work. 

OtPH 

The Sea of Tiberias is the same as the Sea of Galilee 
and also Lake Gennesaret. 
Jesus and His disciples spent a lot of time here. What other 
events have happened on this large freshwater lake in 
northern Israel? 
► Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, and John to be His 

disciples while they were fishing here. (Matthew 4:18-22)
► Jesus calmed the storm. (Mark 4:35-41)
► Jesus walked on water. (Matthew 14:22-33)
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Peter denied Jesus three times. 
Jesus asks Peter three times if he 
loves Him. 

Are there other important 
threes in the Bible? 

The Trinity! 
The Wise Men brought 
three gifts. 
There were three hours of 
darkness when Jesus died 
on the cross. 
Jesus was in the grave for 
three days. 

Jonah was in the belly of 
the fish for three days. 

What else? 

Bible Verse: John 21:17 
Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep." 

Saipture Connections 
Scripture is full of references to God's people as 
His sheep. Read or listen to these passages for 
more on being God's sheep. 
► Psalm 100:3 ► Mark 6:34
► Ezekiel 34:12 ► John 10:3-4, 27 
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Lesson 2 

A WALKING 
WONDER 
Peter and John Heal a Man Who Can't Walk 
Acts 3:1-16; 4:5-22 

0ne day, Peter and John passed a beggar on their 
way to the temple. This man's legs were so weak 

that he had never in his whole life been able to walk. At 
that time, if you couldn't walk, you couldn't work, so the 
man begged for money, hoping the people who passed 
by would feel sorry for him and give him some. 

When he saw Peter and John, he asked them for 
some money. Peter told him, "Look at us." The man 
looked closely at them, expecting some money. Peter 
told him, "I have no silver and gold, but what I do have 
I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ, rise up and 
walk!" Peter took his right hand and helped him to 
stand. 

Immediately, the man felt his feet and ankles grow 
strong, and he leaped up and began walking around. 
He followed Peter and John into the temple. The 
people in the temple recognized the beggar and were 
amazed to see him jumping and leaping. They rushed to 
take a closer look. 

Peter asked them, "Men of Israel, why do you 
wonder at this?" He told them the God of their fathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had given Jesus glory, but 
they had handed Him over to Pilate to be killed. They 
had killed the Son of God, who had created all life. But 
God had raised Jesus from the dead, and Peter and John 
and all the apostles were witnesses who had seen Him 
alive. Peter told them Jesus had healed the beggar and 
made him strong. 

Peter told the people they had not known what they 
were doing when they crucified Jesus, but now was 

John 
John grew up in Galilee and was in the 
fishing business with Andrew and Peter. 

At the Last Supper, John sat next to 
Jesus. 

John was one of the first visitors to 
Jesus' empty tomb. 
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the time to be sorry for what they had done and ask 
God to forgive them for Jesus' sake. 

The Jewish priests did not like what Peter and John 
were saying, and they sent guards to arrest them 
and put them in jail for the night. The next morning, 
the Jewish leaders met, but they couldn't do anything 
because everyone in Jerusalem knew the man. It was 
clear that he had been healed. So all they could do was 
warn Peter and John to stop talking about Jesus. 

Peter told the priests they had to decide for them-
selves what was right and wrong. But Peter, John, and 
Jesus' other apostles had to do what God sent them to 
do, and that meant telling others about Jesus. 

John was a very important leader in 
the Early Christian Church. 
John was the only apostle to live to 
old age and die a peaceful death. He 
was the last of the apostles to die. 
He lived his later years in the city of 
Ephesus. 
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THE BEAUTIFUL GATE 
Acts 3:2 says that the man who was begging was sitting at the 
Beautiful Gate. This was one of the gates at the entrance to the 
temple in Jerusalem. 

SOLOMON'S PORTICO 
Later, in Acts 3:11, Solomon's Portico is mentioned as the place 
where all the people ran to Peter and John after the healing. This 
was a long porch with columns along the east side of the temple. 
Jesus had also taught here. 

\ 
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0 Hugh Claycombe 

Mercy 
What does this word mean? 

Mercy means showing compassion or 
forgiveness toward someone _ 

who hasn't earned it. 
When we show compassion toward .,,,, 

someone or try to make their suffering 
less, we are doing acts of mercy. 

What does it look like in our lives? 
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Bible Verse: Psalm 106:1 
Give thanks to the LORD! 

Saipture Connections 
The Psalms are full of God's people giving 
thanks, but so are other passages in Scripture. 
Read or listen to a few more passages that 
remind us to give thanks. 
► Psalm 9:1 ► 1 Corinthians 15:57 
► Romans 1:21 ► 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
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Lesson 3 

A CENTURION 
CONVERTS 
Peter and Cornelius 
Acts10 

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, who 
was a centurion from the Italian Cohort. He was a 

faithful man who loved God. An angel of God came to 
him in a vision and said, "Your prayers and your offer-
ings have ascended as a memorial before God. Now 
send men to Joppa and bring a man who is called 
Peter.ff So Cornelius sent two servants and a devout 
soldier to Joppa. 

The next day. in Joppa, Peter went up on the 
housetop to pray. He became hungry and wanted 
something to eat. While food was being prepared, he 
fell into a trance. He saw the heavens opened and 
something like a great sheet being let down by its four 
corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of animals, 
reptiles, and birds. A voice said, "Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat. What God has made clean, do not call common." 
This happened three times. 

While Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said 
to him, "Three men are looking for you. Go with them, for 
I have sent them.n So Peter went away with the men. 

Cornelius was expecting them and had called togeth-
er his relatives and close friends. When Peter arrived, 
Cornelius fell down at his feet and worshiped him. But 
Peter said, "Stand up. I, too, am just a man. You know 
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit 
anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that 
I should not call any person common or unclean. So I 
came right away. Why have you sent for me?" 

Cornelius explained to Peter about his vision. He 
said, "We are all here in the presence of God to hear all 
that you have been commanded by the Lord." 

Cornelius 
Cornelius was a Roman officer who was 
likely from Italy and stationed in Judea 
to keep the peace. 

He was a Roman Gentile who had 
converted to Judaism along with his 
whole household. 
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Peter said, "Truly I understand that God does not 
favor one group of people over another. Jesus com-
manded us to preach to the people and to tell every-
one that He is the one appointed by God to be judge of 
the living and the dead. To Him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in Him receives 
forgiveness of sins through His name." 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on 
all who heard the Word. The believers who had come 
with Peter were amazed. because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. Peter com-
manded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Because of his Gentile heritage, he 
was treated as a second-class Jew and 
was not allowed to enter the temple to 
worship. 
He was a devout man, praying and 
giving money to the synagogue as 
prescribed by Jewish law. 
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