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After King Solomon built the temple, he began to 
turn away from the Lord. This caused his people 

to turn away from the Lord. After Solomon’s death, 
the kingdom of Israel was divided into the Northern 
Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom.

Some kings in the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
loved the one true God. But all the kings in the North-
ern Kingdom were wicked kings who did not love the 
Lord. King Ahab was the seventh king of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. He was the most evil of any of the 
kings.

Elijah was God’s prophet. He told King Ahab that 
there would be a drought. There would be no rain or 
even dew on the grass until the Lord said otherwise. 
King Ahab wanted to kill Elijah.

God told Elijah to go hide near a small brook called 
Cherith. There, God would take good care of Elijah. Elijah 
drank water from the stream, and God sent ravens with 
bread and meat for Elijah to eat in the morning and in 
the evening. After a while, the stream dried up because 
there was no rain.

Then God told Elijah to go into the city of Zarephath, 
where a widow would help him. She was kind and went 
to give Elijah some water. When Elijah asked for bread, 
the woman was worried. She told Elijah that the flour and 
oil she used to make bread would soon be gone and she 
would have nothing for her son or for herself. 

Elijah told her, “Don’t worry. Go and make some 
bread for me, then make something for yourself and 
your son. God says that your jar of flour and jug of oil 

will not go empty until God sends rain upon the earth.” 
The woman did as Elijah said, and Elijah and the widow 
and her son ate for many days. 

After this, the son of the woman became very sick 
and died. The woman cried and cried. She told Elijah 
that God must not love her anymore. Elijah was very sad 
too. He carried the son up to his room and laid the boy 
on his bed. Elijah prayed to God, “O Lord, let this boy 
be alive again!” Elijah trusted God to give him and the 
woman what they needed. The Lord listened to Elijah 
and answered his prayer by bringing the boy back 
to life. Elijah brought the boy back to his mother. The 
mother was full of joy and said to Elijah, “Now I know 
that you are a man of God and that the word of the 
Lord you speak is true.”

Elijah
The name Elijah means “my God is 
the Lord.” Elijah is first mentioned in 
1 Kings 17:1.

God sent Elijah to speak God’s Word 
to the worst king who ever ruled the 
Northern Kingdom. Tough job!

Elijah’s main job was to stand up 
against idolatry and to preach 
repentance to God’s people. 

Elijah traveled from Zarephath in the 
far north of Israel to Beersheba, south 
of Judah.

Lesson 1

PROVIDED-FOR 
PROPHET 
God Provides for Elijah
1 Kings 17 
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RAVEN FACTS
Ravens are very smart and 
mischievous animals. They 
demonstrate logic for solving 
problems.

The raven is all black, has a four-foot 
wingspan, and is usually two-feet tall 
from head to tail. 

Ravens mate for life and live in a set 
territory.

Ravens can live in a variety 
of habitats, including in snow, 
mountains, deserts, or forests. 

They are scavengers who can eat 
meat, fish, seeds, fruit, bugs, or even garbage.

Some cultures consider ravens to be signs of evil or foreboding. It’s interesting that 
God uses something that others see as dark to sustain Elijah in his time of need.

Bible Verse: Psalm 111:5
He provides food for those who fear Him; He 
remembers His covenant forever.

Scripture Connections
Read or listen to these passages to see how the 
New Testament talks about this event from the 
Old Testament.

 ⊲ James 5:17–18  ⊲ Luke 4:25–26

God Provides for You Too.
In case we forget how God provides for us, Luther’s 
Small Catechism helps us remember.
In the explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed, Luther describes God’s provision this way: 
“He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, 
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and 
all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I 
need to support this body and life.”

Bread 
 ⊲ Bread is the most commonly eaten food in the world.
 ⊲ Flatbreads are made without yeast. These are probably 
the earliest form of bread. 

 ⊲ Leavened bread is made with yeast that eats the sugars 
in the grain and gives off carbon dioxide. This produces 
bubbles and makes lighter, fluffier bread.

 ⊲ Yeast production dates back to the skilled bread makers 
of ancient Egypt.

 ⊲ Bread is mentioned in the Bible at least 492 times in the 
original languages. 
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God divided the twelve tribes into two kingdoms: 
Judah in the south and Israel in the north. The 

worst king in the north was named Ahab. He married 
a woman named Jezebel. She was a princess from 
another kingdom and was very, very bad. She taught 
Ahab to worship her god named Baal. Jezebel killed 
God’s prophets and made the people of Israel worship 
Baal, who was really just a false god called an idol. 

Just when the Northern Kingdom was as far away 
from God as it could be, the Lord sent a great prophet 
named Elijah to bring His people back. God loved 
His people. Elijah told King Ahab that there would be a 
terrible drought across the land. 

Finally, after three and a half years of drought, God 
told Elijah to go back to King Ahab and gather the 
people together at a place called Mount Carmel. They 
would have a big contest to prove who was the real 
God—Baal or the Lord God. Elijah was the only prophet 
of God, but Baal had 450 prophets.

Elijah told the people, “Watch. We will build two altars. 
Those who love Baal will put a sacrifice on his altar. 
Those who love the one true God will put a sacrifice on 
the altar I build. Then we will each pray for fire. Whichev-
er god answers with fire is the true God.”

Baal’s prophets built an altar, put wood down, and 
then put a bull on it. Then they prayed to Baal to set the 
wood on fire—but nothing happened. They shouted 
and danced around wildly, but still no fire. They even 
cut themselves with knives to get Baal’s attention, but 
nothing happened—because Baal was not real.

Then, late in the afternoon, Elijah told the people to 
come near. He set up an altar with twelve large stones—

one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. He laid out the 
wood, set the bull on the altar, and dug a deep trench 
around it. He told men to fill four jars full of water and 
pour them over the meat and the wood. He told them 
to pour water a second time, then a third time. The 
wood was soaking wet and water filled the trenches.

Then Elijah prayed, “O Lord, show these people that 
You are the true God.” The Lord sent fire down from 
heaven. It burned up the meat, the wood, the stones, 
all the water, and even the dirt! The people were 
amazed and shouted, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, 
He is God!”

God revealed His power and His love through Elijah.

What Is a Prophet?
A prophet is a person called by God to speak for 
Him to the people. 

Other prophets in the Old Testament: Nathan, 
Moses, Samuel, and so many more.

In the New Testament: John the Baptist

Why Is Jesus Called a Prophet?
A prophet is a messenger sent by God.

A prophet speaks for God.

Jesus is the Word of God in person!

Jesus is the ultimate Prophet.

 He is all three: Prophet, Priest, and King! (See  
John 4:19 and Luke 4:24.)

Lesson 2

CONSUMING FIRE 
Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
1 Kings 18:17–40 
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Mount Carmel by the Sea
This beautiful area was located on the Mediterranean 
Coast of Israel. 

It was considered a sacred place.

Today, there is a monastery on top of the mountain.

There is a big stone statue to mark the site where Elijah is 
said to have defeated the prophets of Baal. 

It overlooks the modern-day city of Haifa.

BAAL
Rhymes with tail. 
Baal appears most often of all the idols of the 
Old Testament.
The female version was known as Ashtoreth.
Baal was said to increase families, crops, 
fields, and flocks. 
Who wouldn’t want more of those things? But 
by worshiping this false god, you really get 
nothing in the end.
These gods have no power on their own, but 
often, Satan can use these idols to pull us 
away from God.

Ahab
King of Israel for 
twenty-two years.

Son of Omri, who was also king of Israel during 
a time of civil war that split the already divided 
country.

Considered the most notorious of the evil kings 
over Israel.

Married to Jezebel, who was equally as evil as 
her husband.

Bible Verse: John 17:3
And this is eternal life, that they know You, 
the only true God. 

Scripture Connections
Read or listen to these passages to see how the 
New Testament writers connected to this Elijah 
event. 

 ⊲ James 5:13–20 
(prayer)

 ⊲ Romans 11:1–6 
(God’s power)

Fire
The Bible tells us that Elijah’s 

water-soaked offering was  
completely consumed by fire. 
The Hebrew word used is the 

same used in Job 1:16 and  
typically means “lightning.” 
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