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Lesson 1

THE IDLE IDOL
The Golden Calf
Exodus 31:18–32:35

After God spoke the Ten Commandments with His 
thundering voice, the Israelites were very, very 

scared. They begged Moses to go up and talk to God, 
and they promised they would do whatever Moses said. 
But now Moses had been up on Mount Sinai for forty 
days. None of the people of Israel had seen him. 

They told Aaron to make them gods to go in front 
of them and lead them. They brought him their gold, 
and he used fire to melt it and form a golden calf for 
them. The Israelites said, “These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 
They made sacrifices to the calf and started dancing 
and celebrating as they had seen the Egyptians do to 
their gods.

Up on the mountain, God told Moses, “Go down, for 
your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have turned away quickly from the way I com-
manded them.” 

God was ready to send down His fire to burn them all 
up. Moses was scared for Israel. He prayed for God to 
forgive them. He reminded the Lord how He promised 
to make a great nation out of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel. Would He break His promise by destroying the 
sons of Israel now?

Moses went back down the mountain. When he saw 
the golden calf, he was so angry he threw down the 
two tablets with the Commandments and broke them 
in pieces. He burned the golden calf with fire, ground it 
to powder, scattered it on the water, and made the Israel-
ites drink it. 

He was really mad at Aaron. He asked him, “What 
did this people do to you?” Aaron lied and told Moses, 

“They gave the gold to me, and I threw it into the fire, 
and out came this calf.”

The next day, Moses told the people, “You have 
sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the Lord; 
perhaps I can make atonement.” Atonement would 
make things right between God and Israel again.

Moses went back up Mount Sinai and asked God to 
forgive the Israelites. But Moses also asked God to turn 
His anger against him if the Lord couldn’t forgive the 
people. Moses was willing to go to hell forever to save 
the people. 

But God said no. Moses was a sinner who needed 
God to forgive him as well. He needed a sacrifice to take 
away his sins—he, along with the Israelites, needed the 
promised Son of God.

Stone Tablets
In the ancient Near East, important 
documents were recorded onto permanent 
surfaces such as stone or clay tablets.

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, 
he brought the two stone tablets on which 
God Himself had written the Law. 

In anger, Moses broke these tablets 
because of the people’s sinful idol 
worship. God commanded Moses to 
make two new stone tablets. This time, 
Moses would need to record the words 
as God dictated the Law to Moses.
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Bible Verse: Exodus 20:3
You shall have no other gods before Me.

Scripture Connections
Read or listen to these other Scripture passages 
that tell us how God feels about His people wor-
shiping other gods or idols.

 ⊲ Jeremiah 25:6
 ⊲ Colossians 3:5

PHARAOH, PHARAOH?
Determining the precise 
dates of the rule of the 
pharaohs is difficult. 
Some scholars suggest 
that Amenhotep II was 
pharaoh during the time 
of the exodus. Other 
scholars suggest that 
his father, Thutmose III, 
reigned at the time of the 
exodus (ca. 1446 BC).

Apis
Apis (or Hapi) was a bull deity worshiped in ancient 
Egypt. This sacred bull was thought to be an 
intermediary between humans and the gods. Bulls 
were symbols of power and fertility.

The Israelites had lived in Egypt for a long time and 
had seen the Egyptians worshiping these types of 
gods. They may have even participated in this type 
of worship while living in Egypt. Left on their own, the 
Israelites fell back into old habits. 

What is a god? A god could be anything we look to 
for our identity, our power, and our security.

What are your gods?

Aaron asked the 
people to give him 

their gold earrings and 
jewelry, and he melted 

them down to make 
the golden calf.

The word atonement means  
“to pay the penalty for sin.” 

The penalty for breaking God’s  
commandments is death.

Jesus didn’t do anything wrong. He did 
not sin, but He atoned for our sins by 

dying on the cross. He paid the penalty 
that should have been ours.



7

Lesson X

A M
Cre
Ge

After God led the Israelites to Mount Sinai and 
gave them the Ten Commandments, the Lord told 

Moses to build a special place called the tabernacle, 
or the tent of meeting.

The tabernacle was a large, fancy tent. Inside this 
tent in the front was a special item called the ark of the 
covenant. It was covered with gold and had a golden 
lid with two angels carved on top. God told Moses to 
put the two stone tablets with the Ten Commandments 
and a jar of manna inside the ark. 

A thick curtain was set up in front of the ark to 
keep people from looking at it. This curtain reminded 
the people that their sins had separated them from 
God. Now, they could not come to God on their own. 
They needed someone special to stand between God 
and them to take away their sins. 

That person would be God’s own Son. But until He 
came, Moses’ brother Aaron and Aaron’s sons would 
stand in His place. We call them priests. The trouble 
was, Aaron and his sons were sinners too, just like you 
and me, just like your pastor. None of them could stand 
before God unless God’s Son took away their sins too.

So God told Moses to use sacrifices to take away 
the sins of the priests and the people. Animals like 
sheep, goats, and bulls would die in place of the 
priests and the people. They would be brought to the 
tabernacle, where they would be killed and burned on a 
bronze altar outside the door. All of these sacrifices and 
offerings pointed ahead to the day when Jesus would go 
to the cross and die in our place.

The ark inside the tabernacle was very important. 
It reminded the Israelites that God had come down to 
live with His people. That was why the tabernacle was 

a tent. As the Israelites traveled to the Promised Land, 
the priests would take down the tent and carry it with 
them. They would carry the ark with two long poles. It 
pointed ahead to the Son of God, who came to live with 
us and go from place to place teaching about God’s 
promise.

A cloud covered the tabernacle, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tent of meeting. When it was time to 
move, the pillar of cloud rose from the tabernacle. The 
priests covered the ark with the thick curtain and some 
other cloths. Then the Levites carried the ark and the rest 
of the tent. When the pillar of cloud stopped, the priests 
set the tent back up and brought in the ark. 

God was with His people in the tabernacle. Later, 
Jesus would come to be with His people and die and rise 
again for our sins so that we could live with God forever.

Aaron
Aaron became the high priest of Israel; he served 
until he died.

God showed that He had chosen Aaron as high 
priest by making his staff grow leaves, flowers,  
and ripe almonds (see Numbers 17).

Lesson 2

A TENT FOR GOD
God with His People 
Exodus 25:1–19; 40:1–8, 34–38 

Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu were 
also priests who went up Mount Sinai 
and saw God and ate in His presence. 

Aaron’s son Eleazar became the high 
priest when Aaron died.
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Bible Verse: John 1:14
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

Scripture Connections
The tabernacle was important to people in the 
New Testament as well as the Old Testament. 
Read or listen to these passages to learn of the 
connections from Old to New Testament.

 ⊲ Hebrews 5:1–5
 ⊲ Hebrews 9:1–14

 ⊲ John 1:14–17

A Most Holy Place

A Cubit
 ⊲ Generally taken to mean 
about 18–20 inches

 ⊲ Based on the measurement 
from a man’s elbow to the tip of 
his middle finger

The court of the tabernacle was 
100 cubits long by 50 cubits wide. 
That’s 150 feet by 75 feet—a little smaller 
than a regulation hockey rink. 

Colors of the Tabernacle
Blue and Purple—associated with wealth and 
royalty; these colors were made from mollusk shells 
and were very expensive to produce.

Scarlet—the color was made from an insect and 
was known for its strong staining power; the color 
probably represented the cleansing power of blood.

Gold and Silver—represented wealth and authority.

Bronze—represented strength; bronze was used to 
make weapons and tools. 

What was inside?
1. Ark of the covenant
2. Posts—acacia wood overlaid with gold, 

gold tops, and silver bases
3. Veil or curtain
4. Incense Altar
5. Crossbars
6. Lampstand
7. Upright frames—acacia wood overlaid 

with gold
8. Silver bases
9. Table with the bread of the Presence

When Jesus died 
on the cross, the thick 

curtain in the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom— 

showing our sins were gone 
(Matthew 27:51).

© Hugh Claycombe
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