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A lawyer asked Jesus what a person had to do to get 
into heaven.

Jesus asked him, “What is written in the Law?” Jesus 
was talking about God’s Ten Commandments.

The lawyer answered, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neigh-
bor as yourself.” These are God’s words that show how 
to keep His Ten Commandments.

Jesus told him, “You have answered correctly; do 
this, and you will live.”

The lawyer was proud. Maybe he didn’t love all 
people as much as he loved himself, but if only certain 
people counted as his neighbor, he could certainly get 
into heaven on his own. He asked Jesus, “Who is my 
neighbor?”

So Jesus told a story about a Jewish man who was 
walking down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
Thieves beat him, stole his clothes and possessions, 
and left him half dead. This poor man was going to die 
unless someone stopped and helped him.

Two Jewish leaders went by—a priest and a Levite. 
Both of them saw the beaten man, but they walked to 
the other side of the road and passed by like they had 
never seen him. Then a Samaritan came along. The 
Jews hated the Samaritans and treated them badly. 
But when this Samaritan looked at the dying Jewish 
man, he felt sorry for him, and he stopped to take care 
of him.

Jesus asked the lawyer, “Which of these three, do you 
think, proved to be a neighbor to the man?” The lawyer 

said it was the Samaritan because he stopped to take 
care of him. Jesus told him to go and do the same: treat 
every single person as if he or she were his neighbor—
even people he didn’t like and people who didn’t like 
him.

Some people hear this parable of the Good Samar-
itan and think Jesus was teaching that if we just love 
people and treat everyone like our neighbor, we can 
get to heaven without faith in Him. But He was showing 
that none of us keeps God’s rules. None of us loves God 
more than everything else, and none of us loves every 
other person as much as we love ourselves. The only 
way we can be saved is by trusting in Jesus, who loved 
every one of us enough to take our sins and die on the 
cross in our place.

Lesson 1

A MERCY-FULL 
MESSAGE
The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25–37 

Who were the Samaritans?
Samaritans had been from 
the Northern Kingdom when 
Israel and Judah were sepa-
rate nations. Samaritans and 
Jews worshiped differently. 

Samaritans were despised by 
Jews. They had a long history 
of hating each other. Jews 
avoided Samaritans whenever 
they could. 
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Medicine in  
Bible Times

Antibiotics, the type of medicine 
we use today to cure infections, 

did not exist in Bible times. Instead 
of antibiotics, people used certain 
plants, oils, wine, and other natural 
substances as medicine. Soothing 

ointments were prepared from 
various herbs. Some of these worked, 
but often these “medicines” could not 

cure the illness or disease.

MONEY TO HELP
The amount of money the Samaritan gave 
the innkeeper to care for the injured Jew 
was equal to two days’ wages.
This Samaritan risked his own safety by 
so publicly helping the Jewish man.

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers Deuteronomy

HOT SPRINGS

Eased pain from arthritis  
and rheumatism

ASPHALT

Applied to boils

OLIVE OIL

Soothing sores

FIG POULTICE
Used to heal sores WINE

Antibiotic 
properties

“The Law” referred to here 
is Moses’ writing, the first 

five books of the Bible. 

© CPH

Bible Verse: 1 John 4:19
We love because He first loved us.

Scripture Connections
Read about God’s love for us and our love for 
one another.

 ⊲ Leviticus 19:18
 ⊲ Isaiah 53:5

 ⊲ Matthew 22:37–40
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Lesson X

A M
Cre
Ge

Jesus prayed a lot. He prayed when He woke up in 
the morning, before and after He ate, and when 

He went to bed. Jesus got up early some mornings to 
pray—and stayed up really late some nights. 

One day after Jesus was finished praying, His disci-
ples asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” Jesus taught 
them a special prayer. Jesus started by saying, “When 
you pray, say: 

“Father, your name is Holy.
Your kingdom come.
Give us what we need to eat every day.
Forgive our sins and help us to forgive those who 

have sinned against us.
Help us to say no when we are tempted to sin.”

Then Jesus talked to His disciples about God the 
Father and how much our God loves us and wants to 
give us good things. 

Jesus told a story about how if our friends came to 
our house in the middle of the night and wanted some-
thing to eat because they had no food, we would get up 
and give them what they wanted. 

And that when a child asks his father for a fish to eat, 
the father would not give the child a snake instead, or 
instead of an egg, a scorpion. 

If earthly fathers, who are born with sin, give their chil-
dren good things, how much more our heavenly Father, 
who is perfect and loves us more than we can imagine, 
will give us all good things. 

God wants us to pray to Him and ask for what we 
need. God will answer our prayers. Jesus told the disci-
ples and He tells us, too, that we are to seek God’s will 
and we will find it. Knock and the door to heaven will be 
opened. Jesus tells us that God will fill us with the Holy 
Spirit. 

God loves us so very much and wants to hear our 
prayers. He gave us the prayer we call the Lord’s 
Prayer to help us know how to come to Him in prayer.

The Bible’s  
“Prayer Book”
The Book of Psalms is often called the prayer 
book of the Bible. In Psalms, our heavenly 
Father gives many prayers for our use. Jesus 
Himself quoted from the Psalms when He 
prayed. Christians have followed His example 
in worship and personal prayer ever since. 

Lesson 2

A PRAYER LESSON
The Lord’s Prayer
Luke 11:1–13

Look at these prayers and their source 
in the Psalms: 

Matthew 27:46—Psalm 22:1

Luke 1:54—Psalm 98:3

Luke 23:46—Psalm 31:5

Acts 4:24–26—Psalm 2:1–2
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Amen means “Yes, yes, it shall be so.” Because God gives the Holy 
Spirit through Jesus, we know that God will answer every prayer.

Where can  
you pray?

Anywhere!

Bible Verse: James 5:16 
Pray for one another. 

Scripture Connections
Read these Scripture passages about prayer.

 ⊲ John 16:24
 ⊲ Colossians 4:2

 ⊲ 1 Peter 3:12


