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Lesson 1

A DIVIDED 
KINGDOM
Jeroboam and Rehoboam 
1 Kings 11:9–13, 26–40; 12:1–24 

When Solomon was young, he loved God and 
built the great temple. But when he got older, 

he thought it would be smart to marry princesses from 
other countries. He thought that would keep their 
fathers, who were kings, from attacking Israel and 
maybe hurting their daughters. Solomon should have 
trusted God to protect Israel instead. These princess-
es believed in many false gods, and since Solomon 
loved his princesses more than he loved the one true 
God, he built temples to their gods in Jerusalem. 

God was angry that Solomon had turned away 
from Him and had led Israel to turn away too. He 
decided to take the kingdom away from Solomon’s 
family. But since He had promised to send the Savior 
from David’s line, God decided not to take every tribe 
away from Solomon and David’s family. They would 
keep the tribe of Judah (called the Southern Kingdom 
or Judah, it also included the tribe of Simeon and part of 
Benjamin). But God would give ten tribes to another man. 

Solomon died, and his son Rehoboam (ray-oh-BOH-
uhm) became king. One of the leaders of Solomon’s 
workers was named Jeroboam (jer-uh-BOH-uhm). He 
promised Rehoboam that the Israelites would serve him 
well if he didn’t make them work as hard for him as they 
had had to work for Solomon. 

Rehoboam asked the older people who served his 
father what he should do. They gave him good advice. 
They told him the people would serve him if he did what 
they asked. But Rehoboam didn’t like what they said. He 
was too proud and wanted to show the people that he 
was strong. He asked his young friends, and they told 
him to act tough. Rehoboam told Jeroboam he would 

make Israel work even harder than his father, Solomon, 
had made them work. 

The other tribes got so mad they left and made Jero-
boam their king. Rehoboam gathered his soldiers to go 
and fight against them. But God told him not to fight—
God had divided Israel into two kingdoms. Rehoboam 
obeyed God and let the ten tribes leave. We call those 
other tribes the Northern Kingdom or Israel.

Jeroboam was a strong king, but he didn’t trust God. 
He was afraid his people would want to leave him and 
be part of David’s kingdom when they went to worship 
God in the Jerusalem temple, which was located in the 
Southern Kingdom. So he made two golden calves and 
set one up in the northern part of his kingdom and the 
other in the southern part. This made God angry. The 
people of the Northern Kingdom turned away from Him 
to these false gods, who could not help them.

Jeroboam
He was the son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon. 
Solomon had tried to kill Jeroboam. But after 
Solomon died, Jeroboam became the first king of 
Israel after the kingdom was divided. Jeroboam 
was afraid that if the people of his new Northern 
Kingdom went to Jerusalem to worship they 
would go back to the House of David, so he built 
golden calves for his people to worship.

Rehoboam
He was Solomon’s son, but not a good 
king. He was the last king of the united 
kingdom of Israel. He became the first 
king of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
In the fifth year of his reign, the king of 
Egypt captured the cities of Judah and 
Jerusalem.
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FAST FORWARD
When Assyria conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the 
eighth century before Christ, they took most of the people as 
captives. The Israelites who remained in the land intermarried with 
people from other countries. These people came to be known as 
Samaritans. Their Bible contained only the first five books, written 
by Moses. Remember how Jeroboam had built his own temples 
instead of worshiping in Jerusalem? 
Now the Samaritans no longer 
worshiped the one true God.  
The Jews regarded 
them as unclean 
and despised 
them so much they 
traveled around, 
instead of through, 
Samaria.

Read John 4 for  
more about how  
Jesus dealt with  
the Samaritans. 

Twelve Tribes of Israel
The twelve sons of Jacob (whose name was 
later changed to Israel) became the twelve 
tribes of Israel: 

Reuben

Simeon

Levi—The Levites did not receive any territory. 
The descendants of Levi became the priests 
for the Israelites.

Judah—Jesus would come from this tribe.

Dan

Naphtali

Gad

Asher

Issachar

Zebulun

Joseph—His sons Ephraim and Manasseh 
received large territories in the Promised Land. 

Benjamin
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Bible Verse: Romans 8:39 
[Nothing] will be able to separate us from 
the love of God. 

Scripture Connections
Read or listen to the rest of the story:

 ⊲ 2 Kings 25:1–12  ⊲ 2 Kings 25:27–30
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Lesson 2

COMFORT  
IN CAPTIVITY
Jeremiah 
Jeremiah 1:4−10; 29:1–14; 31:31–34; 33:14–16

It had been hundreds of years since King Solomon 
died and the tribes of Israel were divided. The tribe of 

Judah remained in the Southern Kingdom as the last of 
God’s faithful people. Over the years, there were many 
kings who ruled over God’s people in Jerusalem. Many 
did not love God as they should. Many people wor-
shiped idols instead of the one true God. King Josiah 
was the last faithful king. He was one of the most 
faithful kings of all the kings after David.

During the reign of King Josiah, God called Jeremi-
ah to be a prophet to His people in Jerusalem. Jere-
miah was probably less than twenty years old when he 
was called. He thought he was too young and could 
not speak well enough. But God told Jeremiah that 
He had known Jeremiah since before he was born. 
God touched his mouth and gave him the words to say.

In the thirty years after God called Jeremiah to be a 
prophet, many terrible things happened to the Kingdom 
of Judah because of their sin. The people were not faith-
ful to God, and they were all suffering terribly. Jerusalem 
was captured by their enemy Babylon. Many of God’s 
people were taken into exile in Babylon. False prophets 
spread lies about Jeremiah. Jeremiah had to tell God’s 
people the sad news of God’s judgment. He was called 
the “weeping prophet.”

Through Jeremiah, God wrote a letter to His people in 
exile. God told them in this letter to settle into their situa-
tion, have families, take care of one another, and wait for 
seventy years until they would be returned to Jerusalem. 
Even through this difficult time, God kept His covenant 
to return His people to their land. God promised the 

people of Israel that they would have a future, and He 
gave them hope that He would never abandon them.

Jeremiah stayed in Jerusalem with God’s people who 
were still there. It was a very dangerous time for Jere-
miah. Many people wanted to kill him for showing them 
their sin and speaking the true Word of God. Through 
all this, God did not abandon Jeremiah or His people. 
God continued to bring His Word to His people. He even 
made a new covenant with them, even though they had 
not been faithful to the last covenant. God promised that 
all would know Him and that He would forgive their sins.

Then God made an even bigger promise to His 
people. He promised that He would send a Savior for 
all people, and that Savior would come from the line 
of David. This was the same promise He had made so 
long before. That Savior would be Jesus.

Jeremiah
The name Jeremiah means “the Lord 
founded.” 

Jeremiah was a prophet to the last kings 
of Judah—and to the people who were 
allowed to stay in Jerusalem after it was 
conquered by the Babylonians.

In Jeremiah 16:1–4, God commanded 
Jeremiah not to get married or have 
children, because the Babylonians 
would bring death, disease, and  
great suffering.
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Bible Verse: Jeremiah 29:11
I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, 
to give you a future and a hope. 

Scripture Connections
Read these verses to learn about the New  
Testament connections to Jeremiah. Romans  
and Hebrews quote Jeremiah’s writings. 

 ⊲ Matthew 16:13–14
 ⊲ Romans 11:27

 ⊲ Hebrews 10:17

Idols
God’s people were worshiping 
other gods, called idols. What 
things do we make into idols 

today? 

Animal skins have been used to make writing materials since ancient 
times. The skins would be cleaned and tanned and prepared for writing.

Parchment was made out of very thin animal skins that were rubbed 
with pumice and whitened with chalk.

Vellum was a type of parchment made from calf skin. Over time,  
animal skins did not hold up well. They would become dry and brittle 
and turn to powder, or they would get moldy.

Papyrus was a thick, paperlike substance. First made in Egypt,  
papyrus was one of the earliest forms of paper. It was made from the 
sticky fiber inside the stalk of the papyrus plant, which grew abundantly  
in the Nile Delta. 

PARCHMENT, VELLUM,   
OR PAPYRUS


