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In the beginning, there was only God. Nothing else.
Then God spoke, and suddenly the heavens and 

the earth were here. But the earth was covered with 
water, and darkness was everywhere. So God said, “Let 
there be light.” And immediately light appeared. God 
separated the light from the darkness so that each day 
there would be time for darkness and time for light. God 
called the light-time day, and He called the dark-time 
night.

The second day, God said, “Let there be an expanse 
in the midst of the waters.” Some water moved up 
above and some moved down below and left a space 
between. God called that new space sky.

On the third day, God said, “Let the waters under 
the sky be gathered together into one place so the dry 
ground can appear.” God called the waters seas, and 
He called the dry land earth. But the land was bare and 
empty. So God spoke and all kinds of plants grew out of 
the land—fruit trees, leafy shade trees, pretty flowering 
trees, and evergreen trees. Bushes, vines, and prairie 
grass could be seen. All kinds of flowers appeared—
tulips and roses—and lush, green grass.

On the fourth day, God said, “Let there be lights in 
the sky to separate the day from the night.” So He made 
the sun to light up the day. He made the moon and stars 
to light the night.

On the fifth day, God said, “Let the waters be filled 
with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the sky.” All kinds of fish appeared—great and 
small. God also made whales and dolphins to play in the 
oceans, and He filled the rivers and lakes with all kinds 

of fish. He filled the sky with all kinds of birds—sparrows, 
robins, cardinals, owls, hawks, and eagles. 

On the sixth day, God said, “Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures.” He made wild animals like lions and 
elephants; livestock like horses, cows, and pigs; and 
crawling things like worms, spiders, and ants. 

Then last of all, God said, “Let Us make humans in 
Our image.” So God made a man and a woman. Since 
they were made in God’s image, they were able to know 
God. They could love Him and talk to Him. And just like 
God, they were good, caring, and kind.

God looked at everything He made and said that it 
was very good. Then on the seventh day, God stopped 
creating things and rested.

Genesis
Genesis is the first book of the Bible. 
It is the book of beginnings. God tells 
us how He created our world. He tells 
us about the first humans and how sin 
entered the world, and He makes His 
first promise to send His Son to save us.

Who wrote Genesis?
Adam and Eve told their children what 
happened to them and the promises 
God gave them. Their children and 
grandchildren carefully passed these 
family stories on to their children. Later, 
Moses wrote these stories down in the 
Book of Genesis.

Lesson 1

A MIGHTY WONDER
Creation
Genesis 1:1–2:3
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WE ARE WONDERFULLY MADE!

Bible Verse: Genesis 1:1
In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth.

Scripture Connections
Read these verses to find other places where we 
learn about God’s power of creation.

 ⊲ Job 38:4–7
 ⊲ Psalm 136:5

 ⊲ Hebrews 1:10
 ⊲ Colossians 1:16

© Irina Markova/Shutterstock, Inc.

Can you identify these 
creations of God?

How are we to care  
for God’s creation?

The acid in your stomach is 
strong enough to dissolve 

metal. (Don’t try this 
at home!) The reason 
it doesn’t eat away 
at your stomach is 
that the cells of your 

stomach wall renew 
themselves so frequently 

that you get a new stomach 
lining every few days.

Earwax production is neces-
sary for good ear health. 
It protects the delicate 
inner ear from bacte-
ria, fungus, dirt, and 
even insects. It also 
cleans and lubricates 
the ear canal.

The human heart 
beats over 
100,000 times 
each day.

A. Cheetah B. Mexican walking fish
C. Duck-billed platypus D. Bush baby
E. Orangutans F. Driver or army ant
G. Coyote H. Peacock

Bottom of page: A coral reef
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A dam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden and 
took care of it. It was full of fruit they could eat 

whenever they were hungry. God told Adam not to 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
If he ate its fruit, he would die. 

The devil came and took control of a serpent. He 
asked Eve if God really said not to eat from any tree in 
the garden. She told him they could eat from every tree 
but the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; if they 
ate it, or even touched it, they would die. 

The serpent hissed, “You will not surely die.” He 
promised she would become like God if she ate it.

Adam was standing with Eve. He knew the serpent 
was lying, but Eve believed the serpent. She thought 
the fruit looked beautiful, and best of all, it would make 
her like God. So she grabbed one. Adam should have 
reminded her what God said, but instead, he stood 
quietly and watched. Eve took a bite, then handed it to 
Adam. He took a bite too. 

But the fruit did not make them wise. It only made 
them feel terrible. For the first time, they knew they 
were naked. They thought this horrible feeling might go 
away if they covered their bodies with leaves. Then they 
heard a terrible, scary sound—God walking toward them! 
Shaking in fear, Adam and Eve tried to hide deep in the 
garden. But it was no use; you can never hide from God. 

The Lord asked Adam, “Where are you?” 
Adam answered, “I heard You in the garden, and I 

was afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself.” God 
asked how Adam knew he was naked. Then He asked 

Adam if he had eaten the fruit God had told him not to 
eat. Adam blamed Eve. God asked the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” Eve answered, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” Too late, Eve knew the ser-
pent’s promise was an empty lie. 

God told the serpent that one of Eve’s children 
would destroy him: “He shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise His heel.” Jesus is that child. On the cross, 
He suffered and died, but He destroyed Satan’s power 
and gives eternal life to all who believe in Him.

Next, God told Adam and Eve they would have to 
leave the Garden and grow food in the fields outside. 
But God would go with them. Adam and Eve told their 
children and grandchildren about God’s promise to 
save us.

Adam
The name Adam means “earth” 
or “ground,” because God formed 
Adam’s body from the ground.

Adam died when he was 930 years 
old (Genesis 5:5). Adam lived so 
long he could have talked with 
Noah’s father.

Lesson 2

THE FALL  
AND A PROMISE 
Fall into Sin
Genesis 3

Eve
The name Eve means “life.” 
Adam gave her this name 
because she would be the 
mother of all humans—
even the Savior whom God 
promised.
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LIFE IN THE GARDEN 
(BEFORE THE FALL)

God is with Adam and Eve

Work is joy
Beauty

Perfection

No pain
Peaceful 

Someday, there will be 
a new heaven and a 

new earth. We don’t 
know what that 

will look like, but 
we know it will 
be perfect. For 
now, we thank 
God that we 
are a new 
creation!  

LIFE OUTSIDE OF 
THE GARDEN  

(AFTER THE FALL)

God is still with us. God still 
cares for us and His creation.

But now we see death and decay 
all around us.  

We see and experience the result 
of sin in the world.

Where is the Garden of Eden?

Some people have tried to point out where the 

Garden of Eden was located. After all, the Tigris and 

Euphrates are still rivers today!

However, after the flood, the earth changed in huge 

ways. And people may have named these rivers in 

remembrance of the original rivers without actually knowing 

where they were anymore. So we don’t really know. But we 

do know that we have an even better paradise waiting for us 

when Jesus comes again and restores all things. Bible Verse: 1 John 4:14
The Father has sent His Son to be 
the Savior of the world. 

Scripture Connections
Look up these verses to read of other 
places in the Bible where we learn 
about our fall into sin and God sending 
a Savior.

 ⊲ John 3:16
 ⊲ 1 Timothy 2:14 

 ⊲ 1 John 3:8 
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