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Foreword
This book is a celebration of fifty years of God’s blessings to families 

through the daily devotions published in the My Devotions magazine. The 
devotions in this book are selected from the thousands printed since the 
magazine’s first publication in 1958. God’s children, of all ages, who used 
My Devotions may remember some of the devotions included.

Devotions for the seasons, special holidays, and other events are in-
cluded. There are also a number of historical events and social/cultural 
references, which reflect the decade during which a particular devotion 
was first published. These will surely provide families across the genera-
tions with opportunities for discussion. You may want to ask your parents 
or grandparents about the events and discuss God’s presence and activity 
throughout all history for us and for our salvation.

The original publication year of the devotion is indicated at the top of 
the page. In most cases, the text remains as it was originally written.

The designations at the bottom of each page indicate that the devo-
tions are arranged according to the Church Year—from the festival half 
through the nonfestival half. Since certain events in the Church Year 
occur on different dates each calendar year, especially during the Lenten 
and Easter seasons, you may want to adjust your readings to accommodate 
the differences. Feel free to skip pages in order to read the devotion appro-
priate for the Church Year event.

The first author and editor of My Devotions, Allan Hart Jahsmann, 
encouraged children with these words:

“By choosing a certain time each day for some thoughts about God, a 
message from His Word, and a prayerful conversation with Him, children 
and youth as well as adults are more likely to live with God and grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” He sug-
gested using My Devotions along with a Bible “for regular private worship 
before going to bed or the first thing in the morning,” explaining the im-
portance of developing this habit. Keep a copy of Luther’s Small Catechism 
with this book and your Bible to help you learn more about God’s love for 
you. God is with you through His Word every day to guide and bless you 
in your life.

It is my prayer that these devotions will help you learn about God’s 
action in your life—loving you, forgiving you, and saving you. I hope you 
enjoy using this book for many years.

The Editor 



A Cake for Christmas
Joel 2:12–13

You may know the song that begins “If I knew you were coming, I’d 
have baked a cake.” When visitors come, we like to be ready for them. 
Baking a cake is one way of getting ready for company.

As the season of Advent (which means “coming”) begins, we 
Christians begin “baking a cake.” We’re expecting a guest, and we’ll cele-
brate because Jesus is coming. He came as a baby born in Bethlehem. Now 
our Lord reigns in heaven, and we await His return on the Last Day, when 
He will take all believers to be with Him. The cake we bake is whatever 
we do to prepare for the coming of our Savior.

What’s the best way of getting ready for Christmas, the celebration of 
Jesus’ first coming? Is it putting up a big Christmas tree or sending out a lot 
of cards? Is it decorating our home with lights and mistletoe? These things 
are fine, but they’re not the best way to prepare for Jesus.

The color of Advent, purple, reminds us to repent of our sins. Only 
when we realize that we are sinners living in a sinful world can we see why 
Jesus came. He was born as a man so He could obey God’s Law for us and 
take our sins on Himself.

God tells us through the prophet Joel, “Return to Me with all your 
heart” (2:12). He means for us to confess our sins and turn back to Him. 
“[God] is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love” (v. 13). He forgives our sins for Jesus’ sake.

Christmas is still more than three weeks away. But we begin “baking 
our cake” now because we want to be truly ready to celebrate Christ’s 
birth.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, I am sorry for my many sins against You. But I believe that 
You came to carry them for me. In this Advent season, prepare my heart 
to receive You by faith. For Your own sake I ask it. Amen.

Alton Donsbach
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Name above All Names
Isaiah 9:6–7

“Hey, Zip!” That’s what I used to hear when I was growing up. I was a 
skinny kid. One day my brother told me that if I stood sideways and stuck 
out my tongue, someone would mistake me for a zipper. Unfortunately, 
some of my friends heard him say that, and I got a nickname.

A nickname usually tells something about a person. Sometimes it’s a 
compliment, and sometimes it isn’t.

Over the years things have changed, and the nickname Zip no longer 
applies. I guess you can say I’ve outgrown it.

The Bible gives many names for Jesus. These names do apply. The 
different names for Jesus tell us more about Him. Here are a few:

Wonderful Counselor. A counselor is someone who listens patiently 
and advises wisely.

Mighty God. The word mighty reminds us of power.
Everlasting Father. A father protects his children, provides for them, 

and cares deeply about them. Everlasting means this never ends.
Prince of Peace. A peaceful ruler brings contentment and well-being 

to his people.
Immanuel. This name means “God with us.”
Son of God. This name tells us, without a doubt, who Jesus is. He came 

from heaven to make us His own and to win salvation for us.
These names for Jesus tell us that He is a powerful God who protects 

us, cares for us, and listens patiently to us. He is a peaceful ruler who is and 
always will be with us. And He is God’s Son, our Savior.

Prayer

Thank You, dear Jesus, that You are my Savior and Lord. Amen.
Valerie Schulz
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Promises, Promises!
Genesis 3:15

How many times have you heard someone make a promise?
Four-year-old Julio promises never again to play with matches after 

Mom has just saved him from burning himself.
Fourth grader Lisa has just received a bad report card and promises 

Dad she will get much better grades next time.
It’s midnight, and teenager Tom promises his worried mom and dad 

that he will try to come home earlier from now on.
God, too, makes promises. Long ago, after the devil tempted Eve to 

sin, God said, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and be-
tween your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise His heel.”

What a strange promise! What did God mean? He wanted the devil to 
understand that he (Satan) was the enemy of God and people. This was 
really a promise that God would send a baby someday who would beat the 
devil and save all people.

This was the first promise in the Bible about the day Jesus would come. 
It was a threat to the devil and a promise to the first persons on earth. One 
day a future relative of Eve’s would arrive to give the world a new start.

Because of God’s promise, which was fulfilled when Jesus crushed our 
enemy, we now have freedom from sin, death, and the devil. We have 
hope for this life and the next.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, God the Father promised Eve and the whole world that He 
would defeat the devil. We believe that promise and thank You for saving 
us from Satan and his evil desire for us to be in hell with him. When we 
feel we can do nothing right, as Eve must have thought after giving in to 
the devil’s temptation, please help us remember that You always forgive 
us. Amen.

Edward Grube
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Something to Sing About
Luke 1:39–56

Mother sat on the living-room couch with the extension phone on her 
lap. Dave and Lil sat beside her and watched her dial their grandparents’ 
phone number. Father sat nearby, smiling at the excited faces of his family.

“Is it ringing now?” Lil asked.
“Yes. Now, shhh! Hi, Mom! Surprised?” Mother smiled as she listened 

to Grandma. “Yes, get Grandpa by the phone too. Every one of us wants 
to talk to both of you. This is a very special phone call.”

Mother told Dave and Lil that Grandpa was coming to the phone. 
“Hi, Dad! How are you? . . . That’s good. Are you ready for the big news? 
You two will have a brand-new grandchild in about six months! Isn’t that 
wonderful?

“. . . Yes, we’re all pleased and happy and proud. I could sing for joy! 
Here are the children to tell you how they feel about it.”

What a blessing the phone is! Within a few minutes, good news speeds 
to loved ones far away. Mary of Nazareth was also eager to share her good 
news of the coming Savior. But it was a long, tiring trip for her to visit her 
cousin Elizabeth, who lived about eighty miles away in Judea.

As soon as Mary arrived, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
She knew without Mary’s telling her that Mary was to be the mother of 
her Lord. Elizabeth’s expression of faith touched Mary deeply. Mary then 
spoke one of the most beautiful “songs” in the Bible.

In the Magnificat, Mary rejoices that God has shown mercy to her and 
to the people of Israel. She also praises God for helping the generations 
following Abraham, which include all who believe in Christ the Savior.

In this Advent season, we Christians feel Mary’s joy and thankfulness. 
Through the gift of His Son, God offers us new life and the sure hope of 
salvation. That’s really something to sing about and to share with others.

Prayer

Dear Jesus, help us look forward to the celebration of Your birth with 
more excitement, happiness, and thankfulness than we would the birth 
of a baby brother or sister. Amen.

C. Eileen Prole
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The Man Who Ate Insects
Mark 1:1–8

John the Baptist was a man who ate insects! What do you think of 
that? St. Mark writes, “Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore 
a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey” (1:6).

For us, it’s strange to think about a man eating insects and wearing 
camel’s-hair clothing. We surely wouldn’t want to eat grasshoppers!

God used John the Baptist for a very important job. It was John’s duty 
to show people that they needed a Savior and that the Savior would soon 
appear.

God still uses John’s words today. When we read the story of John the 
Baptist, we realize that we, too, are sinful and in need of God’s forgive-
ness. All the writers of the Bible tell us about our sins. So do our pastors, 
Christian Day School teachers, and Sunday School teachers.

But these people also tell us more. John the Baptist said: “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). Like 
John, our pastors, teachers, and parents show us that Jesus is our Savior. 
They explain that He died on the cross and rose again to make us God’s 
children.

We may not join John in eating insects. But we do join him in our 
need for a Savior, Jesus!

Prayer

Dear God, how thankful I am for the many people who tell me about 
my sins and about my Savior, Jesus. How glad I am that You have made 
it possible for me, through the Holy Spirit, to believe what these people 
have told me. For Jesus’ sake, keep me strong in this faith. Amen.

Arne Kristo
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Reason for Excitement
Luke 2:8–20

We hear a lot at Christmastime about a man named St. Nicholas. 
Legends tell about kind deeds he did for people in need. One story tells 
of some people who were starving because of a famine. When it seemed 
hopeless for them, St. Nicholas came with food and saved them.

In some parts of Europe, children still wait on this day for St. Nicholas 
to bring gifts of apples and nuts. This custom was brought to the New 
World by the Dutch settlers. Their name for St. Nicholas was Sant 
Nikolaas, which gradually became Santa Claus.

Although his name has been changed, young children are just as eager 
for his visit. As we grow older, of course, we no longer get excited about 
Santa Claus. However, we’re still eager to find out what gifts we will re-
ceive.

Are we as excited about the coming of the Christ Child? We read in 
Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth: “And [the shepherds] went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger” (2:16). The 
shepherds were so anxious to find Jesus that they ran to Bethlehem. They 
couldn’t wait to see for themselves what the angel had told them—that a 
Savior had been born who would bring joy to all people.

On Christmas Eve, many of us will sing praises to the Christ Child in 
our Christmas service. Let’s ask God to fill us with the same desire to praise 
Jesus as the shepherds had.

The day after Christmas, Santa Claus is forgotten. All the impatient 
waiting seems unimportant. And, sadly, the day after Christmas, Jesus 
often is forgotten too, though He desires to remain the center of our lives. 
Only by His grace and the power of His Holy Spirit does our joy in praising 
Him stay with us. He is always eager to love us and to walk closely with us, 
for He is our Lord and Savior.

Prayer

Lord God, give me a real desire to worship my Savior as I celebrate His 
birth. Don’t let the earthly things of Christmas crowd Jesus out of my 
thoughts. Amen.

Lois Vogel
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Rod of  Jesse
Isaiah 11:1–5

Kris remembered the stump. Several years ago, he had gone with his 
uncle to cut a tree for Christmas and had left that stump behind. Kris 
thought the tree was dead, but now a new branch had sprouted from 
the old stump. If anything, it was taller than the original tree. Kris knew 
enough about plants to understand that this new branch was giving life to 
the old stump.

Isaiah spoke of Jesus, the promised Savior, as a branch, or rod, of Jesse’s 
stump. Jesse was the father of King David and was an ancestor of Jesus. In 
Isaiah’s day, it looked like the family of David might be cut off. They were 
defeated by foreigners and made slaves for a time. But from this stump of 
a family, Jesus was born, in keeping with God’s promise.

Like His ancestor King David, Jesus is a King who saves His people 
from their enemies. But while David fought against temporary enemies 
like neighboring kingdoms and tribes, Jesus fought single-handedly against 
sin, death, and the devil. By His death on the cross, He overcame them all. 
It seemed at the time that Jesus Himself was cut off when He died on the 
tree. But three days later, He came to life again. He gives new life to His 
people, just as the branch Kris had seen gave life to the old stump.

Prayer

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel Amen. (LSB 357:4)

Richard Zeile
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Jesus Gives Real Peace
John 14:27

Peace. It’s a word we hear often. On the nightly news, there is talk of 
war or peace between countries. Families argue on television talk shows 
while trying to come to some sort of peace. People wish for peace, espe-
cially around holidays.

But what is peace? Is it just the opposite of war? Is peace something we 
do or don’t do? How do we find peace?

The peace Jesus speaks of in John 14:27 is not simply the ending of 
a war. He is not merely suggesting that enemies patch things up. He is 
referring to more than the peace of this world.

Notice that Jesus said He gives us peace. Real peace is a gift. We can’t 
obtain it by ourselves. Jesus brings us the peace of the Garden of Eden. He 
gives us the original peace between human beings and their Lord.

We became enemies of God through our sin. We couldn’t even ap-
proach God, let alone live with Him in heaven. But Christ intervened on 
our behalf. Because of His love for us, Jesus endured death on the cross. He 
paid for our sins and for our peace with God. Now, by faith in the Savior, 
we are made whole again. And someday we will enjoy perfect harmony 
with our Maker.

There will always be wars and fighting on earth. We live in a sinful 
world. But thanks to God, the peace that was lost in the garden has been 
found, through Christ, our Lord. He is the Prince of Peace.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, the angels sang at Your birth. They proclaimed peace to peo-
ple on earth. We praise You and thank You for such a gift. In Your name 
we pray. Amen.

Carla Fast
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When Jesus Comes Again
John 14:1–6

During the Second World War, many children were tiny babies when 
their fathers went away to fight. Some of these children were four or five 
years old when their fathers returned home after the war.

Can you imagine how they must have felt when they heard that their 
fathers were coming home? They knew what fathers were—they saw their 
friends’ fathers every day. But their own fathers were complete strangers 
to them.

As the day of his father’s return came closer, a child might have all 
kinds of feelings. He would be happy. He would think, Now I’ll have a 
father like everyone else! His dad would probably bring gifts with him. 
Still, the child might worry. Would his father like him? Would his father 
be kind and happy, or mean, like some fathers he knew? To a small child, 
it was a big experience.

Sometimes we may feel like a “war child” when we think of Jesus’ 
promise to come to earth again. Thinking of His return may frighten us. 
Or we may just wonder what it will be like when Jesus comes back.

But our waiting for Jesus to come again is different from a child’s 
waiting to see his father for the first time. Through the Bible we come to 
know Jesus now. We see that when Jesus was on earth, He was kind. He 
was ready to help people. He was ready to forgive them for their sins. He 
blessed children and comforted the sick.

That’s why we know that we don’t need to worry about Jesus’ return. 
All we need to do is remember what the angel told Jesus’ disciples on the 
day He ascended into heaven: “This Jesus . . . will come in the same way 
as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

Prayer

Dear Jesus, make me ready to meet You when You come back for Your 
people. Wash away my sins each day. Amen.

Richard Schultz
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The Christmas Wreath
Hebrews 13:5–8

Do you know what the Christmas wreath tells us? The Christmas 
wreath is in the form of a circle. Since a circle never begins and never 
ends, it reminds us of God. God is eternal. He has no beginning and 
no end.

Christians believe in a triune God who is eternal. He always was, and 
He always will be. Jesus Christ, born on Christmas, helps us to know more 
about this triune God whom we worship. The Bible says that “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

The world around us may change. Once, man traveled by ox cart; in 
the near future, he will travel in spaceships! It is good to remember that 
God does not change, that He is eternal, that the Jesus who was cradled in 
a manger and was crucified on a cross also rose from the dead and is forever 
our Lord and our Savior.

What happened to the gifts you received last Christmas? They prob-
ably made you happy for a short time, but most of those gifts are already 
worn out. And now you are thinking of new things you may receive this 
Christmas. It is good to remember that the many gifts wrapped in pretty 
packages are not nearly as valuable and lasting as God’s Christmas gift. 
They will soon be forgotten or worn out.

Isn’t it wonderful that the oldest Christmas gift, Jesus Christ, is always 
the newest and the best? He is a gift who is always exciting though always 
the same! He gives lasting life and joy with God. That’s why St. Paul 
wrote, “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15).

Prayer

Thank You, God, for the Christmas gift that never loses its beauty and 
value and that always serves our needs. Bless our preparations for Jesus’ 
coming this Advent time. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Henry F. Ressmeyer
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Did Alice Steal?
Ephesians 4:32

Alice was earning money to buy Christmas presents. Every Saturday 
she did odd jobs for the neighbors. Last Saturday she spent the whole day 
helping Mrs. Jones clean house. Alice worked very hard washing windows 
and cleaning cabinets, polishing furniture and vacuuming rugs. At the 
end of the day, she went home proud and happy. She knew she had done 
a good job and was happy to have her pay.

That night, Alice’s mother received a phone call from Mrs. Jones. She 
sounded very upset. She said she had put ten dollars in a drawer and now 
it was gone. Mrs. Jones hated to accuse Alice, but no one else had been in 
the house. And Alice had been left alone in that room to clean. “I thought 
Alice was trustworthy,” she said. “I never thought she would steal.”

When Alice’s mother hung up, she called Alice. “I’ve just talked to 
Mrs. Jones. She is missing some money from a drawer and wonders if you 
might have seen it.”

“I didn’t clean any of her drawers, Mother. I didn’t even open them.”
“Mrs. Jones thinks you may have taken the money. So I must ask you: 

did you take the money?”
“No, I didn’t. The only money I have is what she paid me for working.”
Alice’s mother called Mrs. Jones. “I’ve talked to Alice,” she said. 

“Alice says that she did not take the money. She has always been hon-
est, and I believe her this time too. I truly feel that she did not take the 
money.”

How can Alice respond to Mrs. Jones? Reread Ephesians 4:32. Because 
of Christ’s forgiveness, we can forgive others.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, help me to be trustworthy. Help me not to be angry when I 
am judged wrongly. Help me to share with others the forgiveness I have 
from You. Amen.

Joan Cole
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Judy’s Gifts
Ephesians 2:8–9

“Mother, I need a large piece of paper and a pencil.”
“What do you need a large piece of paper for?”
“Well,” Judy answered, “Christmas is only twelve more shopping days 

away, and I haven’t even made a gift list yet.”
Mother gave Judy the paper and pencil and went to finish the dishes. 

And Judy started writing. As her list grew, her smile widened. She kept 
writing for forty-five minutes. After reading her list over, she showed it to 
her mother.

Mother started reading: “Barbie doll, Barbie clothes, slacks, blouses, 
wristwatch, toy typewriter . . .” The list seemed endless.

“Which gift did you have in mind for Dad? Which is for Ricky, or for 
your friend Denise?” Mother asked.

Judy looked surprised. “I didn’t make a list of things to give, Mother. 
I sort of thought I’d wait and see what I might be getting from others.”

Mother thought for a minute and then asked, “Why do you give gifts, 
Judy, or why do others give them to you?”

“Well,” Judy hemmed, “I guess the answer is love.”
“Yes, it is; but I hope you mean it. Our giving of gifts at Christmas is 

a reminder of the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ.” Mother put her arm 
around Judy and continued gently. “God didn’t wait to see what value we 
were before He gave His gift. He gave His Son out of love. We did nothing 
to deserve it. And that’s why we give our gifts.”

Judy looked happy again and asked, “Could I have another piece of 
paper, Mother?”

Prayer

Dear Father, as we get closer to Christmas, help us keep the gift of Your 
Son and our salvation through Him first in our minds. Amen.

Duane E. Hingst
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Silly Excuses
Matthew 24:42–44

Have you ever wondered why fire trucks are red? Someone once gave 
the following explanation:

Fire trucks have four wheels and eight people.
Four and eight make twelve.
There are twelve inches in a foot, and a foot is a ruler.
Queen Elizabeth is a ruler and one of the largest ships on the sea.
The sea has fish, and fish have fins.
The Finns fought the Russians once, and Russians are red.*
Fire trucks are always rushin’, and therefore fire trucks are red.

Isn’t that a silly answer? We all know fire trucks aren’t red for that 
reason. However, this explanation is no more far-fetched than some of 
the excuses people give for not coming to church or not believing in Jesus. 
Even sillier will be some of the excuses Jesus will hear when He comes 
back to judge all people.

Jesus is going to come again someday. He’s coming when we least ex-
pect Him. The Bible tells us so.

However, we who are God’s children don’t have to be afraid. We are 
ready. Jesus has made us ready through His death and resurrection. We 
belong to Him because He bought us with His precious blood, His very 
life. We became His children through Holy Baptism.

No, we don’t have to be afraid or think up silly excuses when Jesus 
comes again. Like St. Paul we say: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, Rejoice. . . . The Lord is at hand” (Philippians 4:4–5).

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for making me Your child through Jesus 
Christ, my Lord. Help me look forward to His return with great joy, 
because it will be the start of an eternity of happiness with You. Amen.

Roger Sonnenberg
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*During the Cold War years, when Russia was part of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and a Communist country, 
Russians were sometimes referred to as “reds”; thus the use of the word red in this devotion.—Ed.



The Heart of  Christmas
Titus 2:11–14

It just won’t seem like Christmas if . . . we don’t have any snow.
It just won’t seem like Christmas if . . . the whole family isn’t together.
It just won’t seem like Christmas if . . . we don’t have a Christmas tree.
It just won’t seem like Christmas if . . . we don’t make any cookies.
It just won’t seem like Christmas if . . .

You finish the sentence. Are there certain holiday customs that are an 
important part of your Christmas? Many people associate Christmas with 
things like trees, decorations, cookies, snow, Christmas cards, and gifts 
under the tree.

Some of these things do help us celebrate Jesus’ birth, but sometimes 
we become wrapped up in them and stop thinking about our Savior. It can 
become easy for us to look for the gift wrapped in bright paper instead of 
the babe wrapped in swaddling cloths.

Christmas is celebrating Christ’s birth and what that birth means for 
us. Even without the gifts, decorations, and parties, our hearts would still 
have much to be happy about. We would have that “blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 
Himself for us to redeem us” (Titus 2:13–14).

Even if, at Christmas, we didn’t have a tree,
Our hearts would glow with joyfulness at the birth of Thee.
Even if, at Christmas, colored bulbs gave off no light,
Our hearts would still be shining with God’s love warm and bright.
Even if, at Christmas, we had no gifts to give,
We could share the gift of Jesus that God gave so all might live.

Prayer

Dear Father, help us not only to see the gifts, parties, and decorations at 
Christmas, but also help us to use them in celebrating our Savior’s holy 
birth. Amen.

Jacqueline Pickar
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More Than Candy
Galatians 4:4–5

By this time in December, you’ve probably eaten at least a few candy 
canes. Maybe you’ve eaten so many that you’re beginning to feel like one 
giant peppermint! The candy cane has been a popular treat during the 
Christmas season for many years. You may be surprised to learn that the 
candy cane was originally created for another purpose.

A number of years ago, a candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a 
candy that would demonstrate his faith in Jesus Christ as his Savior. He 
started with a stick of white hard candy. He used white to symbolize that 
Jesus was without sin. Its hardness reminds us that God’s promises are firm.

The candy maker formed the candy in the shape of a J to represent 
Jesus’ name. The cane is also a reminder of the shepherd’s staff and of 
Jesus, our Good Shepherd.

Finally, the candy maker added three red stripes to the candy to rep-
resent the blood shed by Christ on the cross so that we may have eternal 
life. The three stripes also remind us that Jesus is part of the triune God.

As you eat candy canes during the next few weeks, remember why the 
candy maker originally made them. Share a candy cane and its story with 
a friend. It will be a wonderful Christmas witness!

Prayer

Dear Jesus, thank You for being my Good Shepherd. And thank You for 
shedding Your blood for me. Help me be a witness of Your love in all 
that I do. Amen.

Lisa Ellwein
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A Word to Remember
Hebrews 2:14–18

Do you know what a mnemonic (ni-MON-ik) device is? It’s a code 
word or sentence to help you remember something. If you want to remem-
ber how to spell principal, you can learn this code: He’s my pal. To keep 
stationery straight from stationary, remember that stationery is paper.

The word Immanuel is something like a mnemonic device. We hear it 
in Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth. There he quotes the prophet Isaiah: 
“‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel’ (which means [in Hebrew], God with us)” (Matthew 1:23).

There’s a true story about a man who used this word to help his 
friend. Both were missionaries in China when it was first taken over by 
the Communists. On their way home from preaching one Christmas Eve, 
they were captured. Their Bibles and other possessions were taken away, 
and the two men were put into a small room with a guard watching them. 
They weren’t allowed to talk, nor were they told what would happen next.

When one missionary woke up on Christmas morning, he felt very 
sad. He thought about the many happy Christmases he had spent with 
his family and how different this one was. Then he looked at his friend 
who’d been sick during the night. He must feel even worse, the missionary 
thought. I wish there were some way I could cheer him up. Suddenly he 
had an idea. While the guard was idly looking out the window, the mis-
sionary pulled pieces of straw from his bed mattress and spelled out a word 
for his friend to see: Immanuel.

The sick man’s face lit up. Immanuel . . . “God is with us.” Of course! 
What a difference this made in their day!

Isn’t Immanuel what Christmas is all about? It’s a good word to help us 
remember. Although you won’t find the word itself in today’s Bible read-
ing, you will find much about the meaning behind the code. After reading 
Hebrews 2:14–18, how would you explain Immanuel?

Prayer

Dear Lord, thank You for Your Son Jesus, the Immanuel, who became 
like me so that I could be like Him. Amen.

Donna Schlimpert
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Three Trees
Genesis 2:15–17; Romans 5:15–17

It’s the first Christmas for our new baby. Although he is only ten 
months old, he enjoys the beautiful decorations around the house. His 
favorite place is the area around the Christmas tree.

A Christmas tree can be a fascinating thing to a baby, but it can also 
be deadly. The glittering ornaments that hang so nicely on the branches 
might cause choking. The lights and cords could create an electrical 
shock. One too many tugs on the tree could cause it to fall over.

Isn’t it incredible that something as lovely as a Christmas tree could 
be so dangerous? Do you remember another tree that attracted people but 
was also deadly? Read Genesis 2:15–17.

God warned Adam and Eve about the tree. He told them that if they 
ate the fruit of it, they would die. Yet they were fascinated by this tree and 
its fruit. Like our baby, they reached for the glittering “ornaments” on the 
tree. Because they ate the fruit, they brought sin and death into the world. 
But our loving Father did not abandon His children.

Read Romans 5:15–17. We receive the sin passed on to us from Adam 
and Eve. Yet we’re like infants, completely unable to save ourselves. But 
God loved us so much that He had already planned Jesus’ victory over 
Satan and us. He planned this victory before the world was even created. 
He saved us from our sinful selves.

That first tree in the Garden of Eden reminds us of our sinfulness. 
Christ came into the world to remove the choking pain of sin and death 
from us. We celebrate His birth with the Christmas tree. But we don’t stop 
there. We look to the final tree, the cross, where Christ died before He rose 
again to complete our salvation. Thanks be to God!

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of life. We praise You for creating 
us and for saving us from our sins through the death and resurrection of 
Your Son. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Carla Fast
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