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Happy Times is dedicated to young 
children and their parents and other 
caregivers. Our goals:

Share the Good News of Jesus, our 
Savior, through stories, activities, 
poems, and projects.
Provide practical, useful “Parent Talk” 
and other resources to help parents 
nurture faith and growth.
Encourage children and parents in 
worship and Bible learning.

Welcome!

Happy TimesHappy Times
These are Happy Times!

How has your fall been going? Your child has probably been 
very busy growing! Maybe the past few months have brought 
in new friends and new routines. Looking ahead, you may be 
planning to travel for the holidays. 

With every new adventure, there are often familiar 
questions: “Where are we going? Will you come back to pick 
me up? What can I pack to see Grandma and Grandpa?” 
Underneath these simple questions are much bigger ones: 
“Am I safe? Am I loved? Will I be alone?” This is a great time to 
talk about the promises of God. Jesus is always with us. Jesus 
loves us dearly. We are never alone. Jesus keeps us safe. Jesus 
rescues us from our sin by dying and rising again. 

When your child seems nervous about the next new thing, 
remember to share these truths: “I love you. Jesus loves you. 
You are never alone.”

Lisa M. Clark, Editor
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God Is There!

Parent
Talk

• Assure your child of the truth that God is with him or her all the time and everywhere. 
When your child is going to a new place or experiencing new things, use this little rhyme 
to help them remember that God is with them, no matter what. Make it specific by 
replacing the places listed here with places that your child visits regularly. 

When I’m at the park, God is there!
(Shouting voice.)

Or at school—God is there!
(Quiet voice.)

At the doctor—God is there!
(Speaking voice.)

Or at the pool—God is there!
(Shouting voice.)

When I go to church—God is there!
(Singing voice.)

Or to a ball game—God is there!
(Shouting voice.)

At the library—God is there!
(Whisper.)

Everywhere, it’s always true—God is there!
(Speaking voice.)

Read this rhyme with an adult. The adult reads the first part of each line, and the child responds with the 
parts in bold (with a voice as indicated). Do it a couple of times!



Story

Always ThereAlways There

Megan loved visiting her Poppy’s house. He always took her for a walk in the 
forest. Megan’s favorite part of the walk was the end, when she would climb the 
biggest tree in the forest. 

“I love this big tree,” Megan said one day. “I hope it never gets cut down!”
“I love this tree too, Megs!” Poppy replied. “I especially love all the leaves 

that give me shade to keep me cool on a hot, sunny day like today!”
“You know what else I love on a hot, sunny day, Poppy?” Megan asked. “Ice 

cream!” 
Poppy laughed, Megan climbed down, and they walked to the house for a 

cool treat.

Talk about it:
Do you like to climb trees? 
Pretend to climb a tree! Do 
you like treats like ice cream? 
Pretend to eat a delicious ice 
cream cone.
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A few weeks later, Megan and Poppy took another walk and came to her favorite tree. Megan 
noticed it looked different. She asked Poppy, “What happened to my tree?”

“Well, Megs,” he said, “Leaves on the trees change color when the weather gets cooler.” 
“It sure is pretty, Poppy, but will the tree go away when it changes?” Megan asked.
“Don’t worry about that, little one,” he reassured her. “It happens every year, and the tree is still here. 

You know, this tree kind of reminds me of something.”
“What, Poppy?” Megan couldn’t think of it being anything but a tree.
“It reminds me of God. When things change around us, we can be sure that God is always with us. In 

the Bible, He promises He will never change and will always love and care for us!” Poppy explained.
“Will He be with us if we go in the house and eat that apple pie I saw? ” Megan asked.
“Of course He will!” Poppy replied, and they headed into the house.

Talk about it:
Can you be a tree and wave your 
branches in the breeze? Now, can 
you show the leaves falling to the 
ground? Give yourself a hug, and 
say, “God is always with us!”




