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Good Thinking
Derek liked to surf the Internet on the family 

computer. He regularly visited some favorite 
sites, but he also explored. Imagine his surprise 
when a picture suddenly popped up on his 
screen that Derek had never seen before. There 
were lots of pictures of people who were not 
dressed like they should be.

Derek was tempted to look at the pictures 
before he told his parents, but then he remem-
bered the Bible verse his class had studied that 
week. It said to think only about things that are 
pure and honorable. Derek was pretty sure the 
pictures he stumbled onto were neither pure nor 
honorable. He couldn’t imagine Jesus watching 
them with him.

Even though Derek was tempted, he didn’t 
give in. Instead, he showed his parents what 
had come up on the screen. They believed it 
was an accident and were able to block that site.

Because Derek studied God’s Word, he knew 
Jesus loved him and wanted what was best for 
him. He believed that Jesus died to take away 
his sins. Derek thought if Jesus loved him that 
much, then he wanted to do the things that God 
said to do. Derek also knew that temptations to 

sin were everywhere and that the devil was sneaky. 
The Holy Spirit gave Derek the power to resist temptation. He filled 

Derek’s mind and heart. But Derek knew temptation would come again, 
so as a reminder of what to do, Derek printed out Philippians 4:8. Where 
do you think he put this verse?

Journal:
What could you avoid in order to stay away from the temptation to fill your 

mind with things that could hurt you? 

Pray:
Dear Jesus, fill my mind with thoughts and ideas that honor You. Forgive me 

when I fail to follow Your ways, and remind me that I am always Your much-
loved child. Amen. C. S.

JUNE

1
Thursday

Finally, brothers, what-
ever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, what-
ever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence, if 
there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about 
these things . . . and the 
God of peace will be 
with you. 

Philippians 4:8–9
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Strong and Courageous
The bell rang. Most of the boys and girls hur-

ried to the playground for recess, but Deshauna 
walked slowly with her head down. She hoped 
no one would talk to her. She didn’t expect any-
one to invite her to play. She prayed that no one 
would make fun of her again.

She spent the recess walking around alone. 
If she sat on a bench, a teacher would force 
somebody to play with her, which only made 
things worse. Deshauna felt weak, afraid, and 
dismayed.

Have you ever been left out or teased? Have 
you ever felt too scared to join in a game or 
approach a classmate? God has other plans for 
Deshauna and for you. 

When God sent Joshua and his men into 
battle against strong and mean-spirited ene-
mies, He reminded Joshua that courage and 
strength come from Him. They are yours too—
not because you are brave and strong, but 
because God is. He knows about your hurts 
and challenges. He can help even if you don’t 
see how.

Jesus defeated the greatest enemy of all—
the devil—when He died and rose again. Now, 
through the Holy Spirit, Jesus lives in you. All 
things are possible through Him! 

So you can walk with your head high and 
with confidence in your step. Smile and expect 
things to work out, even if troubles come. For 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.

Journal:
List three people or situations that frighten you. Pray for courage. 

Pray:
Dear Jesus, please give me courage and strength in all that I do. Help me 

share Your love with others who also feel frightened or alone so that You can 
help them through me. Amen. C. S.

JUNE

2
Friday

This Book of the Law 
shall not depart from 
your mouth, but you 
shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you 
may be careful to do 
according to all that is 
written in it. For then 
you will make your 
way prosperous, and 
then you will have good 
success. Have I not com-
manded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not 
be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.

Joshua 1:8–9 
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The Worst Thing Ever
Yara didn’t feel well. She was too tired to 

play, and she was thirsty all the time. The doctor 
examined Yara and did a lot of tests. Finally, he 
sat down with Yara and her mother and said, 
“Yara, the good news is that you have a dis-
ease that can be treated. It is called diabetes. 
If you take your medicine, you will feel better. 
However, you will have to take this medicine for 
the rest of your life. It is called insulin, and you 
must learn to give yourself shots so the insulin 
gets into your bloodstream quickly.”

First, Yara cried. Giving herself shots sound-
ed like the worst treatment ever! Then she 
remembered that Jesus uses all kinds of ways 
to make people well. Once He even put mud 
on the eyes of a blind man to give him back his 
sight. She decided that she would try her best 
to do what the doctor said.

Yara learned how to test her blood and to 
give herself shots without it even hurting. Those 
shots helped Yara live a normal life.

God can turn what seems like the worst thing 
ever into His good. He can strengthen you to do 
what you never thought you could do. 

Jesus faced the “worst thing ever” for us when He died on the cross 
to save us from our sins. But His death accomplished good things for us. 
Through faith in Him, Jesus’ work on the cross provides our healing from 
sin, death, and the devil. As His healed children, we can do the hard 
things we need to do today. By His grace, we can see them as opportu-
nities to give Him glory. 

Journal:
Write about something you thought would be too hard for you to do, but now, 

through God’s help, you can do.

Pray:
Dear Jesus, thank You for healing me from the sickness of sin and eternal 

death. Forgive my sins, and help me to live as Your child. Amen. C. S.

JUNE

3
Saturday

Having said these 
things, He spit on the 
ground and made mud 
with the saliva. Then 
He anointed the man’s 
eyes with the mud and 
said to him, “Go, wash 
in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means Sent). So 
he went and washed and 
came back seeing.

John 9:6–7



5

Straight A’s
Today was a happy day for Noah. It was 

report card day. Ever since he was in kinder-
garten, he had made top grades. So he eagerly 
tore open the envelope. He peered at the card, 
gasped, and looked again. It couldn’t be! There, 
in the middle of the list, right behind the word 
Handwriting, was a B+!

Noah’s perfect record was broken. He had 
tried so hard to form his letters right, but his 
work wasn’t perfect. It was good, but not good 
enough. He wondered what his parents would 
say. What would they think?

No matter how hard we try to keep God’s 
Law perfectly, we fail. We don’t always love God 
or others. We sin through our mean thoughts, 
angry words, and selfish deeds. 

Do you think Noah’s parents still loved him? 
Of course they did. God loves us sinners too. He 
loves us all the time—no matter what grades we 
get in school and even if we experience failures 
in life. God’s love sent Jesus to be our perfect 
substitute. He lived a perfect life for us and died 
to pay for our sins. When God looks at us, He 
sees Jesus’ perfect record and says that we are 
perfect too.

The Holy Spirit lives in God’s children and 
gives us power to try to live in loving service 
to others. When we sin, we don’t have to make 
excuses or blame others. We can say, “I was wrong. I’m sorry. Please 
forgive me.” When others do things against us, we can also say, “Yes, you 
have hurt me. But I forgive you, just as God forgives me for Jesus’ sake.”

Journal:
Write about a time when you did something wrong, accepted responsibility, 

and asked God to forgive you.

Pray:
Dear Jesus, because I know that You are ready and able to forgive the wrong 

things I do, lead me to be ready—ready to admit my sins and ready to forgive 
others. Amen. C. S.

JUNE
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Sunday

And behold, a man 
came up to Him, saying, 
“Teacher, what good 
deed must I do to have 
eternal life?” . . . Jesus 
said to him, “If you 
would be perfect, go, sell 
what you possess and 
give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” When the 
young man heard this he 
went away sorrowful, for 
he had great possessions. 

Matthew 
19:16, 21–22
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An Antsy Lesson 
Leslie and her mother watched a trail of ants 

on the sidewalk. Some ants scouted out to find 
a morsel of food. Others relayed that message. 
Others carried the food back to the nest.

“How do they know what to do?” asked 
Leslie.

“That’s the way God made them,” replied her 
mother. “He made them for a purpose and built 
into them the knowledge they need.”

“Wow!” exclaimed Leslie. “Does He do that 
with people too?”

“In a sense,” answered Mom. “The Bible says 
God saved us from our sins through Jesus’ 
death on the cross. Now He gives different gifts 
to His people so they can use those gifts to 
serve God and help others. That way, every-
thing important gets done.”

“I wonder what God wants me to be,” mused 
Leslie.

“Right now, God wants you to be the best 
student, daughter, and friend you can be. When 
you get older, you will search for other opportu-
nities to find out what God has in mind for you.”

“I know I want to have a job where I can tell 
people about Jesus,” said Leslie. “Everyone 
needs to know that He’s their Savior.”

“Yes, people have a much more important 
job to do than ants,” laughed Mom. “I just hope 

those ants stay out of our kitchen—whatever their job might be!”

Journal:
List five jobs that you might be interested in doing in the future. What quali-

ties would you need for each job? 

Pray:
Dear Jesus, thank You for doing the most important job in the world—being 

my Savior and King. Please show me what gifts You have given me, and help me 
use them to serve You now and in the future. Amen. C. S.

JUNE
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Monday

 Having gifts that differ 
according to the grace 
given to us, let us use 
them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; 
if service, in our serving; 
the one who teaches, 
in his teaching; the one 
who exhorts, in his ex-
hortation; the one who 
contributes, in generos-
ity; the one who leads, 
with zeal; the one who 
does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness.

Romans 12:6–8
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God Provides a Home
Omar heard his parents talking after they 

thought he was asleep. They sounded worried. 
Months ago, Omar’s dad lost his job. They didn’t 
eat out like they used to, and Mom didn’t take 
him shopping for new clothes. But this time they 
were talking about losing their house. 

Omar was worried too. How could he go to 
school if they had no home? Where would he 
sleep? Who would take care of them?

Omar’s family faced a big problem. It was the 
job of the grown-ups to figure out all the details, 
but Omar and his brothers and sisters wanted to 
know that everything would be all right. 

The next morning, the family met together at 
breakfast. Omar’s parents explained that even 
if the family had to move, they would all be 
together. They could stay with Omar’s grandpar-
ents until they found another place to live. Mom 
said, “A home isn’t a house made of wood and 
bricks; a home is people. And God is the head 
of our family. He will go wherever we go. That 
will never change.”

Omar knew God would take care of them. 
Then his family prayed together; later Omar 
prayed by himself too.

With Jesus, you are always home. Because 
of His sacrifice, He has won for us a perma-
nent home in heaven. Right now, He is getting 
it ready for us. Until then, His Spirit lives in 
us wherever we go, and we can trust Him for 
everything!

Journal:
Write a prayer that includes every member of your family. 

Pray:
Dear heavenly Father, thank You for my earthly family and for my heavenly 

family. Please protect us and provide for all of our needs. In Jesus’ name I pray. 
Amen. C. S.

JUNE
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Therefore I tell you, do 
not be anxious about 
your life, what you will 
eat or what you will 
drink, nor about your 
body, what you will put 
on. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more 
than clothing? . . . But 
seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things 
will be added to you. 
Therefore do not be 
anxious about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will 
be anxious for itself. 

Matthew 
6:25, 33–34
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June Blessings
Summer months give us the opportunity to 

spend time outdoors enjoying God’s creation. 
From the tiniest tick to the most magnificent 
constellation, our world is full of God’s wonders. 

God’s most awesome work and proof of His 
amazing love for us, of course, was sending 
Jesus to be our Savior. But He shows His love 
in other ways as well. When I was a baby, my 
father made toys for me. He made a tricycle out 
of a wheelbarrow and pieces of old machinery. 
He made a little red chair and bench, and even 
a doll buggy. I still have those toys, and they are 
special to me because my father made them. 
He made them because he loved me.

That’s why the beauties of nature are so 
special to those of us in God’s family. Our Father 
made them, and He made them because He 
loves us.

He also gave us our senses so we can enjoy 
the gifts of nature in a variety of ways. 

Try doing this:
*  Sit someplace outside and list all the colors you see.
*  Close your eyes and name all the sounds you hear.
*  Use your nose. What smell is the strongest?
*  Touch a piece of tree bark and then a smooth rock.
*   Go inside and taste a glass of cool, fresh water.
Now write a poem or a description of what you experienced in nature 

and as a member of God’s family. 
Praise the Lord!

Journal:
List three things found in nature that you really love. Research to learn more 

about God’s wisdom in creating them.

Pray:
Dear heavenly Father, Your love for us is beyond description. Thank You for 

this world and all its wonders. Thank You most of all for sending Jesus to love 
us and to be our Savior. Amen.  C. S.

JUNE
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Let them praise the 
name of the Lord! For 
He commanded and 
they were created. And 
He established them for-
ever and ever; He gave a 
decree, and it shall not 
pass away. 

Psalm 148:5–6
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One-Word Story
Have you ever played a game of one-word 

stories? Try this sometime at the dinner table 
or with a group of friends. Develop a story with 
each person taking a turn to add one word at a 
time. For example, you say, “Once.” Bryan says, 
“upon.” Colin adds, “a,” and Alex says, “time.” 
And you’re off! You never know what’s going to 
happen in a one-word story, but you do know 
you’re in for some silly surprises.

It’s fun to put together a story one word at a 
time. But what would you do if you had to tell an 
entire story in only one word? It would be pretty 
difficult, wouldn’t it? Maybe even impossible.

Nothing’s impossible for God. He had an 
important story, the most important story of all 
time, to tell us. It’s a story about creation and 
sin and separation and substitution and forgive-
ness. That’s a lot to include in just one word. But 
God did it . . . and you know what that word was, 
don’t you? It was Jesus!

In that one Word, Jesus, we learn how much 
God loves us and how much He was willing to 
do to make us His children. Jesus is the name 
of our Savior, who died and rose so our sins 
could be forgiven. Jesus is our Immanuel. He is “God with us.” The name 
of Jesus tells the whole story that we need to hear, a story that always 
surprises us with its amazing ending.

Jesus is a great name, a wonderful word . . . the best one-Word story 
of all time. And it’s a story that’s worth retelling!

Journal:
Write down the one word you would use to describe God. Explain why you 

chose it.

Pray:
Dear God, please help me to share Your story of love with my friends, one 

word at a time. Amen. J. R.

JUNE

8
Thursday

In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the 
Word was God. . . . 
And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen 
His glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and 
truth.

John 1:1, 14
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A God Day
Grant was having a bad day, a really bad day. 

He woke up with a sore neck from sleeping in a 
different position. While he was getting dressed, 
he stepped barefoot on a Lego brick. As he was 
hopping around in pain, he lost his balance and 
fell into his bookshelf, sending Henry Huggins 
and the Wimpy Kid flying every which way.

At breakfast, Grant’s little sister Molly spilled 
orange juice on his new shirt. After breakfast, 
his mom said they had to go to the dentist. Of 
course, he had a cavity. Molly didn’t have any, 
and she got to pick two prizes just because she 
was little.

While he was helping his mom clean up after 
lunch, Grant opened a cupboard too fast and 
banged himself on the head. “Oh, come on!” he 
groaned as he rubbed the sore spot. “This day 
just keeps getting worse and worse. Why is so 
much bad stuff happening to me?”

Grant’s mom leaned over and kissed his head. “We all have bad days 
once in a while. But even a bad day can be a God day.” Grant looked up. 
“Don’t you mean a good day?”

“Nope. A God day. When bad things happen, that gives us a chance 
to go to God with our troubles. It reminds us to thank Him for all the good 
things that happen at other times. Bad days give God a chance to point 
us to Jesus and His love for us, and they give us a chance to show that 
we can rejoice in His love, no matter what. When you think about it that 
way, any day can be a God day!”

Grant’s mom fluffed his hair and then pushed a plate of cookies his 
direction. Grant grinned. “Looks like this God day might just be a good 
day after all!”

Journal:
What has Jesus done to make this day good for you? How can you turn today 

into a God day? 

Pray:
Dear God, help me see the good things that You give me. Amen. J. R.

JUNE
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Jesus answered, “It 
was not that this man 
sinned, or his parents, 
but that the works of 
God might be displayed 
in him.”  

John 9:3
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Contagious
Have you ever started a yawn chain? Try this 

sometime when you’re in a group of people—
maybe tomorrow at suppertime. When every-
one’s quiet for a moment, pretend to yawn. You 
can do a big noisy yawn with arm stretches, or 
just give a dainty little yawn while politely cover-
ing your mouth with your fingertips. Then watch 
to see what happens. Chances are good that 
the people around you will start to yawn too, 
one after another. It’s a yawn chain!

For some reason, yawns are contagious. 
Once you start to think about yawning, it’s hard 
not to want to do it, even if you’re not tired. 
(Feeling the need to yawn now? Go ahead—
we’ll wait until you’re finished.) And unlike chick-
en pox or the flu, yawns are fun to pass around. 
A good yawn and stretch can actually be very 
relaxing. Plus, nobody ever had to stay home 
sick from catching a case of the yawns!

Something else is good to pass around. It’s 
God’s love. He loved us so much that He sent Jesus to live and die for us. 
When we have the gift of faith, the Holy Spirit helps us do loving acts and 
say special words to others. We can share God’s love everywhere we go. 

When people see our loving actions, kindness, and “put-others-first-
ness,” they might notice. Through God at work in us, they get a glimpse 
of what God’s love is like. They might ask questions. They may wonder 
where that kind of love comes from.

You know, right? It comes from Jesus. You can tell them that He loves 
them too. You can tell them all He did. You can pass it on!

Journal:
In the Church, we can love and serve one another. How does that happen in 

your church? 

Pray:
Dear Jesus, thank You for loving me so much that You were willing to die 

on the cross for my sins. Help me to love my family and friends in Your name. 
Amen.  J. R.

JUNE
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So, being affectionately 
desirous of you, we were 
ready to share with you 
not only the gospel of 
God but also our own 
selves, because you had 
become very dear to us.

1 Thessalonians 
2:8
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Hot Dog!
Want to make an imaginary hot dog? Try this. 

Hold your hands up in front of you with your two 
pointer fingers touching. Look at your fingers. 
Then, look at something just above your fingers 
but a little farther away. Do you see the tiny hot 
dog between your fingers? Moving your fingers 
closer to your face makes the hot dog longer. If 
you pull your fingers apart, you can even turn 
the hot dog into a marble and make it float in 
midair. Neat, huh?

Of course, an imaginary hot dog won’t do you 
a whole lot of good when you’re hungry. When 
it’s lunchtime and your stomach is growling, an 
optical illusion between your fingers won’t do 
much to satisfy your appetite. When you’re really 
hungry, you need the real thing.

It can be hard to tell what’s real these days. 
Television is full of made-up stories. Since almost anyone can post infor-
mation on the Internet, we can’t trust that what we read online is true. 
We’re taught to be careful around strangers because they might not be 
as nice as they seem. Friendships fade, and good moods pass. So many 
things in our lives turn out to be imaginary hot dogs that disappear when 
we look at them closely. How can we find anything that’s really, truly real?

The good news is we already have the real thing. Jesus is no illusion. 
He really lived, really died, and really rose from the dead because God 
really loves us. In a world filled with things that change and disappoint 
and disappear, Jesus will always be our Savior, Brother, and Friend. 
God’s love will always surround us. And that’s as real as it gets.

Journal:
How do we know God is real even though we can’t see Him?

Pray:
Dear God, through Your Holy Spirit, keep me from fake stories and in the one 

true faith, the real thing. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. J. R.

JUNE
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These are a shadow of 
the things to come, but 
the substance belongs to 
Christ. 

Colossians 2:17 


