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Which Voice to Follow
Kyle and his dad drove through unfamiliar 

streets to meet Kyle’s uncle for lunch. Kyle 
sighed. “Dad, we’ve been around this block 
three times.”

“Sorry, bud. These one-way streets con-
fuse me. Can you pull up the directions on my 
phone?”

Kyle clicked on a button and spoke the 
address. In a moment, the phone was giving 
step-by-step directions. Soon, they were at the 
restaurant.

“You made it!” Uncle Jason hugged them. 
“We had to use my phone app to get here,” 

Kyle’s dad told Uncle Jason. “Remember when 
we had to find our way without devices?” 

A mapping app gives great directions. But try 
asking it how to get to heaven. 

For directions to heaven, we look to God’s 
Word. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit works 
to give us faith and to steer us through the chal-
lenges and temptations along the way. The Holy 
Spirit points us to Jesus, the only Savior from 

sin. He is “the way” to heaven, the only way. 
Navigation apps are helpful on city streets, but to navigate through life 

to heaven, Jesus is the way. Just ask the Holy Spirit.

Journal:
What are some detours and roadblocks to faith in Jesus? 

Pray:
Dear Lord, please help me listen to God’s Word. I need that Good News to 

guide me when I sin. In Jesus’ name. Amen. J. H.

DECEMBER 

1
Wednesday

The days are coming 
when you will desire to 
see one of the days of 
the Son of Man, and 
you will not see it. And 
they will say to you, 
“Look, there!” or “Look, 
here!” Do not go out or 
follow them. 

Luke 17:22–23
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Hang On
Alyssa gasped. Jordan, her brother, jumped.
The movie’s hero was running from a bear. 

The bear chased him to the edge of a cliff. 
Suddenly, the ground crumbled, and he fell over 
the edge. His shirt got caught on a tree limb, as 
he hung hundreds of feet above a roaring water-
fall. The hero grasped the limb and held on.

When Jordan and Alyssa got home, they told 
their mom about the movie. “What would you do 
if you were in that situation?” Mom asked. They 
talked about ways to save themselves. 

“You know,” Jordan said, “I feel like I’m just 
hanging on in math. When we go through new 
stuff that I don’t get right away, then my teacher 
moves on to the next thing before I’m ready. 
Then I need to ask for help.”

“We all feel that way sometimes, Jordan,” 
Mom said. “That’s why the Bible calls the Lord 
a stronghold. It means that we are safe in the 
strong hold of our Lord. Our strength comes 
from Him.”

“We just talked about saving ourselves,” Jordan said. “But we can’t 
save ourselves, can we?”

“Jesus saves us!” Alyssa said.
“That’s right,” their mom said. “Through His death and resurrection, 

we have eternal life. Jesus is the only one strong enough to conquer sin 
and death. He is the only one strong enough to bring us into eternal life.”

“That’s better than hanging on to a tree limb any day!” Jordan said.

Journal:
List some times when you realized God is your stronghold.

Pray:
Lord Jesus, thank You for Your strength and power, which hold me safe from 

my enemies and protect me from evil. Keep me holding tightly to You always. 
Amen. J. H.

DECEMBER

2
Thursday

The Lord roars from 
Zion, and utters His 
voice from Jerusalem, 
and the heavens and the 
earth quake. But the 
Lord is a refuge to His 
people, a stronghold to 
the people of Israel.

Joel 3:16
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Partners in Christ
Hailey watched the Baptism of her cousin 

Tate. Hailey heard Tate’s parents promise to 
teach Tate about God. Then, Hailey’s parents 
promised to help teach Tate too. Next, everyone 
welcomed Tate into God’s family.

“How come Tate needs so much teaching?” 
Hailey asked her mom later.

“We all need help from other Christians,” 
Hailey’s mom said. “We grow together as God’s 
family. We support one another and help one 
another do God’s will. Do you remember who 
your baptismal sponsors are?”

“Tate’s mom and dad,” Hailey said.
“Have they helped you learn more about 

God?” Hailey’s mom asked.
“They give me Bible story books.” Hailey 

thought for a moment. “Aunt Sue taught me the 
Ten Commandments.”

“That’s right,” Hailey’s mom said. “Who else has helped you learn 
about God?”

“My Sunday School teacher teaches us songs about Jesus’ love.” 
Hailey thought some more. “Pastor Tom teaches us about Jesus’ love 
and forgiveness. Mr. Norman down the street, you, Dad, Grandma, 
Grandpa—lots of people!”

“Yes,” Hailey’s mom said. “People help me too, including your dad. 
They forgive me, speak the truth about Jesus, and remind me of God’s 
loving care.”

Like Hailey and Tate, God has blessed us with Gospel partners. Their 
mission, like ours, is that all people would hear about Jesus, who died for 
their sins, so that they might live forever with Him. 

Journal:
In your journal, write the names of some of your partners in faith. 

Pray:
Lord God, thank You for Jesus’ victory, which brings me into Your family and 

gives me partners in faith. Help us work together to give You glory. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen. J. H.

DECEMBER

3
Friday

I am sure of this, that 
He who began a good 
work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:6
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Wake-Up Call
When Elijah did not get up, his mom went to 

his room where he was still asleep. She shook 
his shoulder. “Time to get up.”

“Oh, Mom,” Elijah muttered, “do I have to?”
“No, you don’t have to, but you might not like 

the consequences if you don’t get up. You’ll be 
late for school.”

“I don’t care,” Elijah said, rolling over.
“You don’t want to miss out,” his mom said. 

“Everybody else will learn cool things. Exciting 
things might happen.”

“Doubt it,” Elijah mumbled.
Elijah’s mom sat on the edge of his bed. 

“Remember how Pastor Arnold read about 
watching and waiting? Just think, Jesus might 
come today. That would be really exciting.”

“Well, I don’t think Jesus is coming today. 
Anyway, I’m prepared, so I can sleep like the 
women in the parable.” Elijah was fully awake 
with a silly grin on his face.

He began to crawl out of bed. Elijah and his 
mom knew that God had prepared them for 
Jesus’ coming. That is true for us too. Even if we 
don’t know when He will come again, we can be 
sure that Jesus will take us to heaven. 

How can we be sure? Because Christ has redeemed us from our 
enemies: sin and death. He claims us as His own—free from sin. When 
He comes to judge the world, we will be ready.

Each day, when we get ready, we can remember that God makes us 
ready for the Last Day, when we will see Him in glory.

Journal:
Draw yourself, dressed and ready for Jesus, holding a lamp.

Pray:
Dearest Jesus, thank You for making me ready for Your coming on the Last 

Day. Bless all my days until then. Amen. J. H.

DECEMBER

4
Saturday

Besides this you know 
the time, that the hour 
has come for you to 
wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we first 
believed. The night is far 
gone; the day is at hand. 
So then let us cast off 
the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of 
light.

Romans 13:11–12
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The Real Victory
Jeremy grabbed an imaginary ball and put 

it through an imaginary hoop. He threw up his 
arms in victory. “I tell you, Cassie, we’re going to 
win tonight. I can taste it.”

“I hope you win,” Cassie said. “But . . .”
“But what?” Jeremy asked. 
“It’s good to have a goal to work toward. But it 

is a game, and some things are more important 
than basketball,” Cassie said.

“Oh, I know,” Jeremy admitted. “Life and 
death, stuff like that. Basketball is just for fun. 
What do you think is most important?”

Cassie adjusted her backpack. “Life and 
death, like you said. And Jesus. He is the way 
to eternal life. He makes our life here and now 
worth living.”

“Yeah, you’re right. His dying on the cross 
and rising from the dead was the best victory 
ever.” Jeremy said with a laugh. “That makes our 
game tonight look pretty lame.”

Cassie laughed too. “Basketball is fun. But 
you’re right. What Jesus did for us is huge, and 

He loves us so much.”
“Remember what we learned? The Holy Spirit’s job is to give us faith,” 

Jeremy said. “He’s kind of like a coach.”
Cassie agreed. As they parted ways, Cassie said, “I’ll cheer for your 

basketball victory, Jeremy.” 
“Thanks, Cassie,” Jeremy said. The two friends walked away, knowing 

they can both give thanks for the victory they have in Jesus.

Journal:
List the things most important to you. 

Pray:
Jesus, thank You for Your victory, the best victory ever, over sin, death, and 

the devil. Send Your Spirit to coach me throughout my life. Amen. J. H.

DECEMBER

5
Sunday

“O death, where is your 
victory? O death, where 
is your sting?” The sting 
of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

1 Corinthians 
15:55–57
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Peace in the Rock
Kayla burst into the house, rushed past her 

dad on her way to her bedroom, and threw her-
self onto her bed. She sobbed until she shook. 
“What’s wrong, honey?” Kayla’s dad asked as 
he sat on the edge of her bed and put his hand 
on her shoulder. 

Kayla took a deep breath and leaned into her 
dad. She held up three fingers, one at a time: “I 
blew my reading test and have to take it over. 
I slipped on the floor and fell down in front of 
everybody. Jennifer says she hates Megan and 
me.” Tears overtook Kayla’s voice. 

“I’m sorry, honey,” Dad said, patting her back. 
“I would be sad too. Come with me; I’ll show you 
the best thing to do when you’re upset.”

They went downstairs to Dad’s office. He 
picked up a chunk of quartz from his desk and gave it to her. “God tells 
us He is our rock. He is stronger than all our problems. In Baptism, you 
received the Holy Spirit, who gives you faith to trust this strong God and 
grants you His peace.”

“Jesus made peace with God. He wiped out the debt of our sins when 
He died on the cross, and He gave us eternal life,” Dad said. 

Kayla felt the rock’s hard edges. “God is bigger than my problems.” She 
touched a point of quartz. “God is stronger than this rock.” She sighed 
with relief. 

Kayla’s dad tousled her hair. Then, he asked, “Are you ready to pray 
about those problems?” 

Journal:
How is God a rock for you? How does His strength give you peace?

Pray:
God, thanks for wanting to hear about what upsets me. Thanks for the perfect 

peace only You can give me. Amen. J. H.

DECEMBER 

6
Monday

Trust in the Lord for-
ever, for the Lord God 
is an everlasting rock.

Isaiah 26:4
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It’s Inside You
Julie knew that her dog, Alpha, wouldn’t come 

inside. She grabbed a dog biscuit and opened 
the back door. “Alpha, treats!” Alpha bounded 
up the steps and stuck his nose inside, smelling 
the biscuit. He wanted the biscuit, but he also 
wanted to stay outside.

Julie held the biscuit in front of Alpha. He took 
a few steps and turned back toward the door.

Mom laughed. “Alpha can’t make up his 
mind.” 

It isn’t always easy to make up our mind, is it? 
Sometimes we can’t decide between two good 
things—eating pizza or tacos. Other times we 
can’t decide between two bad things—turning 
in homework late or staying up late to finish. But 
often we are tempted to sin. Then we have to 
decide to resist the temptation or sin.

Our spiritual enemies know how to tempt us. 
They are sneaky and want us to believe things 
about Jesus that aren’t true. They want us to 
think God doesn’t care about our troubles. 

When we sin or are tempted, it is important for us to remember that 
Jesus has defeated all our enemies. He really is our Savior. We really do 
have a God who cares about our troubles.

God has given us some powerful weapons. He gives us His Spirit, who 
works through His Word and Sacraments. He changes our hearts and 
minds. God is at work in us!

Journal: 
Draw a picture of someone being tempted to do something. 

Pray: 
Dear Father in heaven, lead me not into temptation, but deliver me from evil. 

Amen. J. H.

DECEMBER

7
Tuesday

For the desires of the 
flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of 
the Spirit are against the 
flesh, for these are op-
posed to each other, to 
keep you from doing the 
things you want to do.

Galatians 5:17
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It’s Okay to Make Noise
Isn’t it funny that when people tell you to be 

quiet, they do so in a loud voice?
There are good times and places to be quiet, 

like when teachers or parents ask, when noise 
might disturb others, or in church when it’s not 
time to sing or speak.

Noise can be good too. Loud noise might 
even be better! Not noises like explosions, 
strong winds, or angry people. Good loud noise 
comes from happy people. 

Today’s Bible passage says that God’s peo-
ple sing. Why would they do that?

God gives us every good thing! We want to 
thank God loudly. We want to sing songs to Him. 
He deserves to hear our thanks.

We may not always feel like singing. 
Sometimes our sin makes us sad. You know 
that God does not want you to sin. Sadly, even 
believers like you sin. What can you do about it?

You can tell God that you are sorry. You can ask Him to help you 
hate sin! God will forgive you. He sent Jesus to take away your sins. You 
belong to God. Isn’t that the best thing God has ever done for you?

Journal:
Make two lists: “Quiet Is Good” and “Noise Is Good.” Fill in the two lists with 

various places and situations.

Pray:
Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to take away my sins. Thank You for 

(name the things for which you are thankful). Amen. E. G.

DECEMBER

8
Wednesday

Give glory to the name 
of the Lord, the God of 
Israel. From the ends of 
the earth we hear songs 
of praise, of glory to the 
Righteous One.

Isaiah 24:15–16
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