
Contributors to the September devotions:

Jeanette Dall, Beth Foreman, Aaron Grube, 
James Hahn, Doreen Moyo, and Michelle Pickel

Edited by Mark S. Sengele

Daily Readings for Young Christians

SEPTEMBER
September–November 2021 
Vol. 64, Issue No. 1



2

Names
Today’s verse appears at the end of the Book 

of Joshua (the sixth book in the Old Testament). 
Maybe you’ve seen this verse printed on post-
ers or mugs. It’s a simple verse to memorize. 
Joshua encouraged the people to serve God 
faithfully. His words also remind us to serve the 
Lord. 

Joshua helped Moses for many years. 
After Moses died, God appointed Joshua as 
commander-in-chief. He led the Israelites across 
the Jordan River and into the Promised Land. 
Joshua was strong and smart. Most important, 
he trusted God. 

Today the Church gives thanks for this man. 
He was an important leader of God’s people. 
His work was important, and so was his name, 

Hoshea, which means “salvation.” Later, Moses changed his name to 
Joshua, which means something even better: “the Lord is salvation.” 

The spelling of Joshua’s name later changed to Jeshua. Does that 
sound familiar to you? 

Jesus! He is our salvation, through His death and resurrection. Joshua 
led the people to the Promised Land. Jesus gives us eternal life!

Your name is important too. It means something. Before I was married, 
my last name was Butcher. Can you guess what our ancestors might 
have done years ago? They probably prepared cattle and pigs so others 
could have meat. If your last name is Miller, then you may have ancestors 
who milled grain. 

Remember that you already have the best name of all: child of God. 
Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, you became part of the family at 
your Baptism.

Journal: 
Look up Philippians 4:3 and Romans 10:13 and read more about names. 

Pray: 
Heavenly Father, thank You that my name is written in the Book of Life. Amen.  

 B. F.
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As for me and my 
house, we will serve the 
Lord.

Joshua 24:15
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Good Books  
and the Best Book!

Do you like to read? Or would you have more 
fun playing outside, climbing a tree, or riding 
your bike? Some people would rather look at a 
colorful screen—a tablet, phone, monitor, or TV. 

Reading is a good thing. We learn from good 
books. But we can also have fun reading sto-
ries! Books are filled with adventures, travels 
to faraway places, and mysteries to solve. Did 
you know that there are more than 130 million 
books in the world? That would make it easy to 
follow the advice of Dr. Seuss: “Fill your house 
with stacks of books, in all the crannies and all 
the nooks.” 

Some people say they don’t like to read 
because it’s too much work. Yes, sometimes 
there are words we don’t understand. It helps to have a dictionary. We 
need someone to guide us when we first learn to read. It also helps to 
read books about things that matter to us.

Even if we have a house filled with books, there is really just one 
important book: the Bible! That’s a book we want to read over and over.

In today’s verse, the Lord guided Philip to a man who was reading 
Scripture. Philip asked him, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  
The man said he needed help to understand. “Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news 
about Jesus” (Acts 8:35). 

Your pastors and Sunday School teachers share this same Good 
News with you at church and Sunday School. They want to make sure 
that everyone hears the message of Jesus as Savior. 

Journal: 
Who can you talk to if you don’t understand something you read in your 

Bible? 

Pray: 
Almighty God, help me want to read my Bible! Amen. B. F. 
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[Philip] asked, “Do you 
understand what you are 
reading?” 

Acts 8:30
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Thank You, Pastor
Today, the Church remembers Gregory the 

Great, a pastor from the first century. His goal 
was to share the Gospel with all the nations.

Did you know we have more than 9,000 pas-
tors in our church body? There are thousands 
more Christian pastors all over the world, shar-
ing the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Martin Luther wrote, “There is no dearer trea-
sure, no nobler thing on earth or in this life than 
a good and faithful pastor and preacher.” 

Your pastor’s job is important. It might seem 
like he works only on Sunday morning, that 
he only preaches. But that’s not true! Which of 
these activities might be part of a pastor’s job?

 ❑ Study the Bible.
 ❑ Visit the elderly.
 ❑ Pray with someone before surgery.
 ❑ Take a nap.
 ❑ Iron the altar cloths.
 ❑ Lead a Bible study.
 ❑ Watch football.
 ❑ Write a sermon.
 ❑ Fix the organ.

He might do all these things! Maybe he has helpers to do some of 
them. (Taking naps and watching football are things he may do in his 
time off!) 

The pastor is not the only one who can share the Gospel. You can 
help! We are all part of the team to “proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

Journal: 
Next month is Pastor Appreciation Month. Make a list of ways you can thank 

your pastor for his work in your church. Then choose one to do with your family.

Pray: 
Dear God, thank You for my faithful pastor. Amen.  B. F.
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But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people 
for His own possession, 
that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him 
who called you out of 
darkness into His mar-
velous light.

1 Peter 2:9 
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Sing to the Lord!
Marley’s family loved music! They sang silly 

songs as they cooked dinner. They listened to 
music when they cleaned the house. Her dad 
had always sung bedtime songs to her ever 
since she was a baby. Now that she was older, 
she sang along with him.

“What song should we sing tonight?” Daddy 
asked her as he tucked her into bed.

“ ‘Jesus Loves Me!’ That’s my favorite one!”
“Let me tell you a story first,” Daddy said. “You 

remember Moses? He was the baby rescued 
from the river by the pharaoh’s daughter. He 
grew strong and became a great prophet and 
leader.”

“Did he sing?” Marley asked.
Daddy laughed. “As a matter of fact, he did. 

He sang after he led the people across the Red Sea.” 
“What was his song?”
Daddy sang: “The Lord is my strength and my song, and He has 

become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him, my father’s 
God, and I will exalt Him” (see Exodus 15:1–2).

Today, the Church remembers Moses. We may think Moses was strong 
on his own. But in the Bible, we read these words: “The Lord spoke to 
Moses” (Exodus 6:13). Moses was God’s servant. He wasn’t doing those 
great things on his own. Moses talked to God! The Bible is filled with his 
prayers and songs to the Lord. We, too, can sing the praises of our Savior 
from sin, Jesus Christ. Through Jesus, we are servants too. God helps us 
to serve and sing His praises.  

Journal: 
What song can you sing to the Lord today? 

Pray: 
Dear Lord, help me to make joyful noises to You all day long! Amen. B. F.
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The Lord is my strength 
and my song.

Exodus 15:2
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Simple Living
“Look at all this stuff!” Mason and Nolan ran 

up the driveway at the neighborhood garage 
sale. Their eyes grew big as they saw tables 
filled with books, dishes, and clothes. Best of 
all? A table filled with toys and stuffed animals!

Their mother slowed them down. “Remember, 
you may pick out one item to buy. And it has to 
be less than one dollar.” 

Within minutes, Nolan found a plastic dino-
saur and a red dump truck—his favorite color. 
“Fifty cents each! Can I get both?” 

Mason found a race car. “Can I? Can I?”
Mom smiled. “Remember our rule. One toy. 

When we get home, you each need to give 
away one old toy to make room for the new one.”

At home, they went through their toy box. 
Nolan found an old stuffed bear. “I’m too big for 
this now,” he said. “Who can I give this to?” 

Mason found a game to give away. “I don’t play 
this anymore. Maybe our cousin would like it!”

Their whole family practiced a simple-living rule. For every new item 
they brought into their home, they donated an old item to someone in 
need. 

Jesus warns us about wanting too much stuff. When we set our hearts 
on our toys, we can forget about God. He wants us to set our hearts on 
Him! He wants us to keep our focus on Him as our Lord and Savior. “For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Luke 12:34).

Journal: 
List all your toys. Are there any you could donate to someone who doesn’t 

have as many? 

Pray: 
Lord, help me to be thankful for the things I have. Help me share. Forgive me 

when I want more stuff! In Jesus’ name. Amen.  B. F.
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And He said to them, 
“Take care, and be on 
your guard against all 
covetousness, for one’s 
life does not consist in 
the abundance of his 
possessions.” 

Luke 12:15
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Serve Yourself?
On this day more than one hundred years 

ago, the first Piggly Wiggly store opened . . . and 
changed how we shop. Until then, most grocery 
stores were set up for shoppers to be served. 
Shoppers would give their grocery lists to the 
clerk behind the counter. Then the clerk would 
locate each item for the customer. 

The owner of the Piggly Wiggly decided to do 
something different. He put the food on shelves! 
The customers could walk around with a basket 
to help themselves. It was serve yourself! 

Today, our shopping experiences are even 
more self-service than ever. With a swipe on 
a phone, your parents can order food. Fresh 
vegetables and even full dinners will show up at 
your doorstep. 

This works well for groceries. But this isn’t a 
good idea in our lives. 

The Lord calls us to “serve Him with all your 
heart and with all your soul.” He is our God. If 
we serve ourselves, then we make ourselves 
like a god. We think only about what we want. 
We put ourselves first, above God and others.

So how do we serve God? We serve God 
by loving Him first and by serving others in 
response to His love for us, shown through 
Christ’s death and resurrection. 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” (Psalm 
100:2).

Journal: 
What are some ways you can serve someone 

today? Make a list of ways to serve your family, a 
friend, or a neighbor. 

Pray: 
Dear Jesus, forgive me when I think of myself 

first. Help me to serve others and to serve You! 
Amen.  B. F.
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And if you will indeed 
obey My command-
ments that I command 
you today, to love the 
Lord your God, and to 
serve Him with all your 
heart and with all your 
soul, He will give the 
rain for your land in its 
season, the early rain 
and the later rain, that 
you may gather in your 
grain and your wine 
and your oil. And He 
will give grass in your 
fields for your livestock, 
and you shall eat and be 
full. Take care lest your 
heart be deceived, and 
you turn aside and serve 
other gods and worship 
them. 

Deuteronomy 
11:13–16
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