
 Hope
A 

Living

40 devotions to encourage hope in Jesus

Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He 

has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3

My Savior, Jesus, Lives?
?
?

?
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Encourage one another.
™

2 3? ?

? one ?
The Lord is the true God, He is the living God. Jeremiah 10:10

A living God
Christians worship the living God. This description shows the difference 

between the true God and the false rock and wood idols of the Old Testament. 
It defines and separates our Lord Jesus from every imposter god in history.

Every person dies. Even people Jesus raised back to life died again. Jairus’s 
daughter. Lazarus. The son of the widow at Nain.

But our Savior Jesus came back to life, left the grave, and continues to live. 
This is very important because “if Christ be not been raised, your faith is in 
vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17).

Many witnesses saw our Lord die; many more saw Him alive after He rose. 
These eyewitnesses risked their possessions, health, families, and even their lives 
to make sure you know what they saw and heard. 

Even more, they wanted you to believe in our Living Savior, Jesus. He lived 
a perfect life. Died to pay for sin. Rose victorious from the dead. These actions 
provide bottomless benefits for believers: forgiveness of sins, eternal love and 
acceptance, purposeful living, new life—now and forever—and living hope. 

In Him we live, now and forever.

Try this: Draw a cross on your forehead with your finger, marking 
yourself as one redeemed by our resurrected and living God.

Living God, give me faith to trust You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

? two ?
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 4:10

Love in focus
Our three main church holidays focus on God’s love. Christmas proclaims 

the love of God the Father, who sent His only Son into the world. Easter tells 
of the love of God the Son, who died on the cross to pay for sin. Pentecost 
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celebrates the love of God the Holy Spirit, who opens our hearts and mind to 
receive God’s love. 

In all of these celebrations, we hear God’s words of love for sinners. Even 
though sin separated us from our holy God, the Lord reached out to make us 
His own people. Where sin abounds, God’s love abounds more. In love, God 
sent His Son to atone for our sins on Calvary. In love, His Spirit calls us to faith 
and fills us with His grace and mercy (Romans 13:10; 5:20; 1 John 4:10).

We rejoice to live on the Easter side of the cross with Jesus and the 
forgiveness He offers. Forgiven, and with the Spirit’s help, we trust and try 
again. We serve Him with joy because He focused His love on us.

Try this: Confess your sins to God. Then say, “I am forgiven in Jesus’ 
name. He loves me.”

Jesus, thank You for loving me enough to go to the cross. Amen.

? three ?
He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us. Ephesians 2:14

Linkage
The Mississippi River divides the United States in half, flowing from 

Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico. Crossing required floating vehicles until a 
bridge in Minneapolis made the two sides one. Now 221 bridges span the Big 
Muddy.

We cannot bridge the gap between us and God. Sin separates us. God made 
the two sides one by sending His own Son to the world. By active obedience to 
God’s Law, by His suffering and death, by His resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
bridged the gap. His crosspiece made our peace. The sinless Savior took on our 
sin so that we might receive the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Jesus also destroyed barriers that separate God’s people: parentage, race, 
nationality, language, gender, age. These points of contention disappear in the 
family of God because Christ is our peace.

Try this: When you cross a bridge, remember that Jesus links us to 
God and to one another.

Jesus, thank You for making peace with God for my sake. Amen.

? four ?
Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me,  

cannot be My disciple. Luke 14:27

Counting cross cost
The Titanic carried 2,200 passengers. Sadly, its lifeboats only seated 800 

when it sank in 1912. What a miscount!

Jesus correctly calculated the high cost of following Him. He said disciples 
must give up everything to follow Him (Luke 14:33). Following Jesus means 
loving Him more than family and possessions. Enduring hatred and abuse. 
Trusting Him to provide. Failing in all of these. Repenting and receiving 
forgiveness.

Jesus counted His cost too. Before His last trip to Jerusalem, Jesus said 
He would be mocked, flogged, crucified, and raised to life on the third day 
(Matthew 17:23). The outcome—our salvation—made His sacrifices a good 
investment.

Aren’t you glad Jesus didn’t use Titanic math to provide salvation and 
forgiveness for only a few? He died for all (2 Corinthians 5:15). 

May we count it a privilege to follow Jesus.

Try this: Count a cost you pay as a Christian. Count a blessing God 
gives in Christ.

Holy Spirit, count me in! Give me desire, focus,  
and energy so I can faithfully follow Jesus.

? five ? 

Gotcha!
If ye then be risen with Christ, . . . ye are dead, and your life  

is hid with Christ in God. Colossians 3:1, 3

Technology makes it harder to commit crime without punishment. 
Cameras watch and record. Forensics connect invisible evidence to individuals. 
DNA? Gotcha! 
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If we didn’t already know, we could figure out who killed Christ. We may 
prefer to point fingers at people who were physically present, but we know the 
truth. Two thousand years ago, thousands of miles away, we were there. You. Me. 
Granny. Your pastor. 

We didn’t jeer with the crowd, but our sins sent Jesus to Calvary. We didn’t 
stand under the cross, but we are responsible for Christ being on it. Only 
the holy Son of God could carry our sins to Golgotha. Because He loves 
us. Because He was obedient to our heavenly Father. Because only a sinless 
sacrifice would do.

Scripture says we were there. We were crucified with Christ. We were there 
when He broke the bonds of death and rose. Christ lives in us. Our lives are hid 
with God in Christ.

Try this: Find out more about your crucifixion and resurrection. Read 
Galatians 2:15–21.

Thank You, heavenly Father, for not sparing Your Son  
but delivering Him to the cross for me. Amen.

? six ?
[Christ] made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him  

the form of a servant. Philippians 2:7

Servant steps
After John Quincy Adams left the presidency, he served eighteen years with 

distinction in the House of Representatives. An ardent Christian and public 
servant, Adams willingly served his country, despite the perceived demotion.

Jesus’ disciples also served despite social and financial setbacks. Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John left lucrative family businesses to take nonpaying 
work. Matthew gave up guaranteed tax-collector wealth for an assignment 
without income. Joanna sacrificed her position as a manager in the king’s house 
to serve a pauper. Paul left a brilliant academic career to become an itinerant 
preacher. All sacrificed to follow the Savior Servant. 

Much more than a holy example, Jesus gave up heaven to come to earth as 
our Savior. He showed compassion and healed hurts. He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to death on the cross to pay for our sins (Philippians 2:8). In 
Him, the Holy Spirit gives reconciliation and peace, forgiveness and eternal life, 
gifts and opportunities to serve. 

Redeemed by Jesus, may we serve Him thankfully and live in His house 
forever. 

Try this: Start now. Serve someone in Jesus’ name today.

Lord Jesus, thank You for redeeming me and giving my 
life purpose. Help me to live as Your disciple and servant. Amen.

? seven ?
Ye are not your own . . . ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 1 Corinthians 6:19–20

Repossessed 
Repossession rates rise in a poor economy. Homes, cars, and furniture are 

returned and given to new owners. 

Repossession happens to people too. The Gospels tell of sorely afflicted 
people Jesus freed from demonic possession. In the region of the Gadarenes, 
Jesus ordered an evil spirit out of a man. This man recognized his new owner 
and begged for the privilege of following Him. The repossessed man’s mission 
became telling the great things Jesus did for Him.

Christians are repossessed people. Before we were baptized into Christ, the 
devil owned us. From antiquity, baptismal rites have asked, “Do you renounce 
the devil and all his works and all his ways?” Agreeing, repossession begins. We 
receive a new owner: the Lord Jesus Christ.

No longer slaves to sin, no longer chattel of Satan, we are repossessed. We 
are bought with a price: our Savior’s holy, precious blood.

Try this: When you pay a bill, remember that Jesus paid the price to 
free you from slavery.

Lord Jesus, make me Your own. Claim me. Repossess me.  
Wash me in Your blood and set me free. Amen.
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