
 

 

What Child Is This? provides a variety of ways to involve children in a Christmas service. 

Children of all ages can serve as readers, speakers, and nonspeaking characters for a variety of 

opportunities. Groups sing and present the Christmas story. Also consider using solos or 

ensembles for special music to involve more children and youth. 

Because the service is in an editable form, you may delete or add parts. Reader parts can be 

combined or cut into even more parts, if you like. 

Other What Child Is This? Resources in This Set 

The children’s Christmas service for all ages includes these editable files: a script, a children’s 

message, a bulletin file for your service bulletin, a lyrics file, and these leader notes. An optional 

Christmas program for young children (early childhood) includes a corresponding set of editable 

files. 

A selection of recorded songs and correlating song scores are provided with the What Child Is 

This? set. Some songs are used for both options. Some are used only with the all-age children’s 

service. Others are used only with the early childhood program. 

Music Overview 

Songs in the service with recordings: 

•  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  

•  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

•  “My Soul Rejoices” 

•  “What Child Is This” 

•  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

•  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  

•  “Away in a Manger” 

•  “Joy to the World”  

Songs are provided as MP3 files that play on your computer or in any MP3 player and as 



WAV files that automatically play when you put them in a CD player. 

Each song has two recorded versions: one with vocals and one with accompaniment only. 

Some leaders use the vocals version while the children are learning the songs, and then they 

switch to the accompaniment-only version for the service. Music scores are also provided for 

each song. Use the resources that best serve your purposes and the abilities of your participants. 

Be mindful that the program suggests shortening or dividing some songs.  

The script suggests having the congregation join in the singing on specified songs, but you 

may change that to whatever works best for you. Permission is given to print all congregational 

responses, readings, and lyrics in your worship bulletin. You may delete or substitute songs, but 

if any songs are not in the public domain, you must get permission from the copyright holders to 

use those songs and print the lyrics. 

If you like, let the children use rhythm instruments to accompany some songs, perhaps even 

on the songs sung by the congregation. 

Mark up a copy of the worship bulletin to guide an accompanist. Ask him or her to provide 

soft background music as the children move into position for their parts. Note, however, that 

some hymns and songs are strategically placed to accommodate for such transitions. 

Involve Your Pastor in the Service 

If your service happens on a Sunday morning, your pastor will likely be involved already. If 

your service happens during a different time period, be sure to include your pastor in the 

planning as appropriate, asking what level of involvement works well for him. Don’t forget to let 

him know that there is an optional children’s message that he may want to use or adapt. During 

this busy time of year, it can be a real help to provide him with ready resources!  

Individual Parts 

These parts are available for children’s participation: 

•  6 Bible readings 

•  2 responsive readings 

•  5 rhyming verses, currently divided into 3 age-group recitations 

•  Costumed nonspeaking characters: Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds, sheep,  

•   Wise Men 

•  Musicians/soloists  

Group Parts 

The “Message Presented by the Children” follows a basic pattern: Bible reading, hymn, group 

rhyme, stanza from “What Child Is This,” and a sign presentation. The Bible readings may be 

read by older children who are not participating in the group parts. The designated group of 

children can come up during the hymn. Have each group of children memorize their rhyme 

together to avoid stress and complications from absences, or divide the rhyme among the 

children. The hymn is treated as a musical response: the congregation begins singing, and the 

children finish the second half of the stanza. If that’s too confusing for your group, you can have 

everyone sing together, or ask the congregation to join in the stanza midway. After the stanza, 



students may sit during a musical interlude while a designated person puts a sign on display. (See 

“Costumes and Props” below.) 

Staging 

How you set up the presentation area and where children sit and stand depends on your 

facility, the number of children, and your local preferences. Keep in mind that smooth transitions 

help minimize behavior issues and that young children can stand for only so long! 

Costumes and Props 

Dress the children who act the parts of Mary, Joseph, shepherds, angels, and Wise Men in 

costumes of bathrobes or other clothing that represent biblical attire. These children can come 

forward during the reading that corresponds to their character. If you choose to have children 

dress up as sheep, a headband with felt ears and a white robe or large white T-shirt can be an 

easy costume.   

Wrap a baby doll in a blanket to represent Jesus. If you do not have a manger, use a cradle or 

even a box to represent one. Set two chairs in the stable area with the manger. Younger children 

may play shepherds and sheep, as these characters could sit and kneel.  

This program uses three signs as visual cues about Jesus’ identity and role in our lives. These 

signs could be banners, posters, or even projections. For banners, use felt, a dowel rod, and 

ribbon. Decorate with colored felt, puff paint, or glitter glue. For posters, use foam board for a 

sturdy, lightweight sign. For projections, use your Internet search engine for “creative commons” 

images. These images should be free for you to use. If you have an individual or team who often 

find images for other events, you can enlist their help. This CD also contains some images that 

could be projected as you choose.  

Other What Child Is This? Gifts and Resources 

This Christmas program is designed to align with several other resources! Consider giving each 

child a copy of the book What Child Is This? (item #562548) or a homemade keepsake as a 

Christmas gift. (For example, you could create certificates that name each boy and girl as a child 

of God.) 

Let your pastor and church leaders know that there are several resources the church can use 

during Advent and Christmas with the theme What Child Is This? See cph.org for more details.   


