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JESUS, BORN FOR US

(A manger with baby Jesus is hidden near the front of the church.)

READING Luke 2:1–5
(The students may be assigned more than one line of reading. If the students read 
from a lectern, they should follow the custom of the congregation for lay readers 
[e.g., reverencing the altar as they approach].)

Reader 1: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the

world should be registered.

Reader 2: This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.

Reader 3: And all went to be registered, each to his own town.

Reader 4: And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, 

to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the

house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was

with child.

(Joseph and Mary go forward to the front of the church.)

HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten

RECITATION

Christmas moon glows clear and bright,

shining in a shadowed night,

a slivered moon of perfect light,

for Jesus, born for us.

Frankincense hangs in the air.

Stars are twinkling everywhere.

A Child is born beyond compare—

Jesus, born for us.

(From Christmas Night, Fair and Bright)

BANNER PIECE 1: moon and stars

(Bring in banner piece while choir sings.)

CHOIR We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

Stanza 1

READING Luke 2:6–7



SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

Reader 1: And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.

(Joseph brings out the manger with baby Jesus.)

Reader 2: And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swad-

dling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in

the inn.

(As the organist/pianist introduces the next song, the younger children may come 
forward and face the congregation.)

CAROL Away in a Manger Preschool/Kindergarten

(Use the optional finger play for the children, if you wish.)

RECITATION

Jesus has no kingly hall.

Jesus has no fortress tall.

Home becomes a cattle stall

for Jesus, born for us.

So sequined stars shine as a crown,

night, a robe to wrap around,

God’s own Son to earth came down.

He’s Jesus, born for us.

(From Christmas Night, Fair and Bright)

BANNER PIECE 2: crown and manger

(Bring in banner piece while choir sings.)

CHOIR We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

Stanza 2

READING Luke 2:8–20

Reader 3: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping

watch over their flock by night.

(Shepherds and sheep go to the front of the church and stand.)

Reader 4: And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord

shone around them, and they were filled with fear.

(One angel goes to the front of the church and stands. Shepherds act scared.)
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Reader 1: And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good

news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

(Angel extends arms straight up.)

Reader 2: And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

(More angels come forward.)

Reader 3: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly

host praising God and saying,

Reader 4: (This may be said by all angels) “Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”

(Angels leave.)

Reader 1: When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

(Shepherds stand.)

Reader 2: And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby

lying in a manger.

(Shepherds walk to manger.)

Reader 3: And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been

told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them 

in her heart.

(Shepherds kneel; Mary holds hands over her heart.)

Reader 4: And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they

had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

(Shepherds leave.)

HYMN Silent Night
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RECITATION

Mary, mother, holds her Son:

promised Savior, holy One.

In Him God’s rescue has begun.

He’s Jesus, born for us.

Hay-filled trough serves as a bed,

cradling His tiny head.

“Gloria!” the angels said

of Jesus, born for us.

Sent by angels to this place,

shepherds see a Child’s face,

Child of mercy, Child of grace:

Jesus, born for us.

(From Christmas Night, Fair and Bright)

BANNER PIECE 3: angels and shepherds

(Bring in banner piece while choir sings.)

CHOIR We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

Stanza 3

READING Matthew 2:13b–18

Reader 1: An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Rise, take the child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 

until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy Him.”

(Angel comes forward to Joseph.)

Reader 2: And he rose and took the child and His mother by night and departed

to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod.

(Angel, Joseph, and Mary leave with baby Jesus.)

Reader 3: This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, 

“Out of Egypt I called My Son.”

Reader 4: Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 

in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he

had ascertained from the wise men.
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Reader 1: Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

Reader 2: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they 

are no more.”

HYMN What Child Is This

RECITATION

Angel’s warning comes at night

in Joseph’s dreamy, sleepy sight,

“Flee from here before the light!”

Take Jesus, born for us.

Into Egypt off they go,

to a land they do not know.

Safely will the Child grow.

He’s Jesus, born for us.

Through the shimmering desert heat

on tired, dusty, dirty feet,

they plod on, no friends to greet

with Jesus, born for us.

(From Christmas Night, Fair and Bright)

BANNER PIECE 4: angel, donkey, and Holy Family

(Bring in banner piece while choir sings.)

CHOIR We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

Stanza 4

READING Matthew 2:19–23

Reader 3: But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a

dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and His mother and 

go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.”

Reader 4: And he rose and took the child and His mother and went to the land

of Israel.

Reader 1: But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place 

of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he

withdrew to the district of Galilee.
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Reader 2: And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was 

spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

HYMN Joy to the World

RECITATION

Days stretch on in desert sand

until the angel’s firm command:

“Go back to Israel’s holy land,”

take Jesus, born for us.

Egypt moon glows fair and bright,

guides the way in shadowed night,

shines, a globe of perfect light

for Jesus, born for us.

(From Christmas Night, Fair and Bright)

BANNER PIECE 5: Jesus

(Bring in banner piece while choir sings.)

CHOIR We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

Stanza 5

READING Matthew 1:22–23

Reader 3: All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name

Immanuel” (which means, God with us).

HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

RECITATION

Born our Savior, born to cry,

born to suffer, born to die.

All our sin on Him will lie,

on Jesus, born for us.

At Christmas gathered in this place,

though we don’t see our Savior’s face,

we hear God’s precious words of grace

of Jesus, born for us.
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Christmas moon glows fair and bright,

shining now with Christmas light.

We celebrate His birth tonight:

Our Jesus, born for us. (said by all children)
(From Christmas Night, Fair and Bright)

BANNER PIECE 6: Born for Us

(Bring in banner piece while choir sings.)

HYMN We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

Stanzas 6–7

L.  In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets.

C.  But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.

HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High

(Students and teachers may process out to meet parents and turn in costumes.)


