
What Happens at Storytelling?
At God’s Wonder Lab VBS, the kids are actively involved 
as they read, see, and hear God’s Holy Word as the five 
Bible accounts are presented at every site.

Storytelling is where God’s life-giving Word is taught 
and actively told with simple, imaginative, easy-to-
obtain sets and props for kindergartners through 
children in grade 5. You’ll have the experience of 
sharing God’s Word as kids discover that Jesus does 
the impossible! 
Storytelling is one of five rotation sites the Teams go to 
following Opening. You could have as many as thirty children 
at your site during each rotation. (Each rotation group may 
have five Teams, each with six children and a Leader.)
Read more about the Storyteller role on the back page.

Setting Up Is Easy!
You’ll need a room large enough for your group. Ideally, 
you will be in a place where there are no distractions, so 
you, the kids, and their leaders can focus on the story. 
Children will sit on the floor. Use tarps to designate 
spots for each Team. Put props and costumes in bags or 
backpacks near the Storyteller’s Chair. 

The decorating supplies are easy to find around the 
church, from church members, or at home. Decorating 
helps are at cph.org/wonder. Ask your Director for 
access to the “Decorate” section of the Director Guide 
and the Director USB. With that information, you can 
create the DIY Backdrop to cover your walls. 

Be sure you have a space for the Bible Story Posters close by. 
Mount the posters on foam board for added durability.

See the colored sections on the next page’s Lesson 
Supply Lists for props and materials for each lesson. 
Additional details are on the lesson’s first page, 
explaining how you’ll use the items in Storytelling.

Every-Lesson Supplies
Ask the VBS Director for the total number of 
Storytelling sessions you will lead. For each session, 
you’ll need these Every-Lesson Supplies and supplies 
specific to that lesson, listed in the colored boxes on 
the next page. Each lesson’s leader leaflet will have 
additional details.

■ Storytelling Leader Guide (Separate this guide into
sections: this information leaflet and one four-page
leaflet per lesson).

■ Resources from Director USB. Ask your Director for
access to these files.

■ Elementary Leaflets (Use with kindergarten–grade 5).
Every child needs a copy. With the leaflet, you will
use the “Bible Story Experience” (pp. 2–3 of each
leader leaflet).

■ Bible Story Posters (A set is in the Starter Kit; check
with your Director).

■ Team Leader Pages (on Director USB to use with the
student leaflets). Place them in the Team Supplies.

■ Leader Devotions (Director USB).

■ Storyteller Helper(s) to assist with student actors.

■ Storyteller’s Chair (sturdy wooden bench or stool).

■ Bible with a bookmark for Storytelling Leader.

■ Tarps for Team Spots on the floor (six Teams per
session = six tarps).

■ A large cross.

■ Storytelling Sign for your site (Director USB).

■ Lesson experiment supplies. See “Lab Materials” in
each “Bible Story Experience.”

■ Bible times robes and headpieces—see “Lesson
Supplies” for costume use in each story. (For
headpieces, a small towel held on with a Student
Identifier will work.)

■ A field case to hold Team Supplies for each Team.
(Use a small toolbox, craft storage case, or tackle
box—something a scientist might carry to do
fieldwork—and add labels that say “Field Case.”)

■ A Bible (bookmark the lesson’s Bible story) in each
field case.

■ Pencils and crayons for all students in field case.

■ Optional: Coloring Pages and crayons or markers.



something a scientist might carry 
to do fieldwork. You could use 
small toolboxes, craft storage 
cases, tackle boxes, or the like. 
Add labels that say “Field Case.”

Materials for Storytelling Activity: 
Bible; Bible times costumes (see 
“Set the Scene”); six five-gallon 
buckets; small disposable cups, 
one for each time you will lead this 
activity.

Leader Costume: Lab coat, clear 
protective glasses/goggles, name 
badge reading “Scientist” clipped 
to a lapel or pocket.

Site Decorations: Decorate the 
Storytelling area to look like a 
science classroom. Include items 

representing different scientific fields and topics. Make it 
fun and colorful. Hang educational posters on the walls, 
display a skeleton, hang a solar system model from the 
ceiling, display plastic bottles and containers filled with 
colored water . . . use your imagination! You might 
even hang a banner that says “Science Is Splendid” or “I 
[heart] Science.” 

Decorating information is at cph.org/wonder and on 
the Director USB.

Getting Ready
■ Read John 2:1–12 and the Leader Devotion (on the 

Director USB).

■ Read your script. Practice presenting it in character. 

■ Gather materials for the skit and the experiment.

■ Set Preparations: See “Lab Materials” on the next 
page. Plug in the microwave, fill the pitcher with 
water, and fill the cooler with ice. Put the Bible 
times costumes nearby. Put six five-gallon buckets 
near where your volunteers will act out the story.

■ Place Team Supplies on the Team Spots.

■ Display the Lesson 1 Bible Story Poster.

Bible Points to Emphasize
Law: Sometimes, we find ourselves lacking what we 
need. We need outside help to save us from shame and 
ridicule. We don’t know where to turn. We need to be 
treated with grace.

Gospel: Jesus cares for us, not just giving the bare 
minimum, but by blessing us with an abundance of the 
best things. In His grace, Jesus blesses us with far more 
than we expect or deserve. He points us to Himself, the 
Son of God.

Jesus Does the Impossible: While attending a wedding 
feast, Jesus’ mother informs Him the wine is gone 
and asks Him to help. In that culture, hospitality was 
extremely important. Running out of wine would have 
been embarrassing and shameful for the newlywed 
couple. Jesus turns water into an abundance of the 
best wine you can imagine. This is Jesus’ first sign, 
which points to His identity as the Son of God. 

Supply List
Team Supplies: Bible for each Team, bookmarked at 
John 2:1–2; this lesson’s Team Leader Page; pencils 
and crayons. Place Team Supplies in a Field Case—
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Lesson 1       John 2:1–12

You are the God who works wonders. Psalm 77:14

Jesus’ First Miracle



Bible Story Experience:  
Jesus’ First Miracle
John 2:1–12

 12–14 minutes 

Welcome the Teams. Direct Teams to sit with Leaders 
on the Team Spots. Give Leaders the Team Supplies. 

SAY: Hello, scientists! Welcome to the Storytelling 
Station at God’s Wonder Lab! I’m Dr. [your name], 
and I’m excited to have your help this week. We’re 
going to do experiments, learn awesome science stuff, 
and study stories from Scripture—God’s true Word—
stories about the marvelous and impossible things 
Jesus has done.

SAY: WONDER LAB SCIENTISTS! (Clap three times.) 
JESUS IS GOD AND CARES ABOUT ME! (Both 
fists in the air.) TEAMS: JESUS IS GOD AND CARES 
ABOUT ME! (Both fists in the air.) JESUS DOES THE 
IMPOSSIBLE! (Hands burst open, wave.)

Water We Doing?
Lab Materials: Pitcher of water, ice cube tray, cooler of 
ice, glass measuring cup, microwave, black poster board.

■ Show the children the pitcher of water, and ask 
them to describe what is in it. 

■ Ask what can be done to change the water. Lead 
them to think about changing the state of the water. 

■ Show the ice cube tray and ask what it is used for. 
Talk about how liquid water can be frozen and 
turned into a solid. 

■ Show the ice cubes in the cooler and ask how the 
solid ice cubes can be changed into a liquid. 

■ Put the ice cubes in the clear glass measuring cup 
and melt them in the microwave. 

■ Ask if liquid water can be changed into anything 
other than solid ice. 

■ Continue heating the water until it is hot enough 
to produce steam, a gas. Hold the water in front of 
the black poster board so the children can see the 
steam rising.

SAY: We can change liquid water into solid ice or 
steam, a gas. That’s not magic; that’s science! In 
today’s Bible story, you will see how Jesus changes 
water into something else, and He doesn’t use magic 
OR science! 

Jesus’ First Miracle
Option: If you choose not to have the children move around 
the room acting out the story, read the script dramatically and 
indicate locations, people, and events on the Bible Story Poster. 

Use the following script, adapting as needed. Use your 
Bible Story Poster for reference.

Holding the Bible or having it nearby, SAY: Today, 
we’re going to examine a Bible story about Jesus’ first 
miracle. We find this Bible story in the Book of John, 
chapter 2, verses 1 through 12. I’m going to need 
some volunteers.

Set the Scene: Choose volunteers to play the parts of 
Jesus, Mary, twelve Disciples, six Servants, the Master, 
and the Groom. Have them put on the Bible times 
costumes. Direct the children to listen carefully as you 
tell the story so they can act out each part and repeat 
the “lines” after. Be sure to pause so they have time to 
act.

SAY: There was a wedding in the town of Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus, His disciples, and His mother, Mary, 
were there. They were all having a great time. They 
said, “This is fun!” And they said, “I’m happy for the 
bride and groom.” 

They were dancing . . . (wait for children to dance) 
eating . . . and having fun. But then something went 
very wrong. They were out of wine! (Coach actors to 
look shocked.) 

Mary knew this would be so embarrassing for the 
bride and groom. She called Jesus to her . . . and told 
Him there was no more wine. 

Jesus looked at His mom . . . and said, “My time 
hasn’t come yet!” But Mary went to the kitchen where 
the servants were gathered. . . . She told them, “Do 
whatever Jesus tells you to do!” 

Jesus pointed to six big containers (five-gallon 
buckets). Each one could hold twenty or thirty gallons! 
Jesus said, “Fill those up with water.” . . . The servants 
said, “Okay!” They carried the containers away . . . 
filled them all the way to the top . . . (have them 
pretend to fill the buckets) and very carefully carried the 
heavy containers back to Jesus. . . . 

Jesus told one servant to take a cup of the water to the 
Master—the guy in charge of the party. The servant 
said, “Okay!” He dipped a cup in . . . and took it to 
the Master. . . . The Master tasted what was in the 
cup. . . . He said, “This is amazing!” 

The Master took the cup to the groom. . . . He said, 
“Hey, Mr. Groom! This is the best wine ever!” . . .   
You see, usually, people served the best, most 
expensive wine first and saved the less tasty wine for 
later in the night. The groom looked around, confused. 
. . . He said, “I thought we ran out of wine!?” 

What Jesus had done was the first of many impossible 
things He would do to reveal His glory. The disciples 
knew what happened, and they believed in Him. 

Use with Elementary Children in grades K–5.

Storytelling



SAY: When we changed ice into water and water into 
steam, we were just changing the STATE of the water. 
That’s science. Jesus changed water into something 
completely different—wine! That’s not magic or 
science. That’s a miracle! 

Thank the volunteers and collect the costumes and 
props. After they return to their Team Spots, get 
everyone’s attention and go over these points:

■ Tell them this was Jesus’ first miracle! 

■ It was the first time He revealed His glory,  
and His disciples believed in Him. 

■ It is amazing that the God who created the 
universe became a man, Jesus.

■ Jesus cares about all of creation. He shows His 
care and His glory by doing miracles. 

■ Jesus cared enough about His friends that He 
did this first miracle to save them from being 
embarrassed about running out of something  
at a party. 

■ No problem is too big or too small for Jesus. 
Nothing is impossible for Him.

SAY: WONDER LAB SCIENTISTS! (Clap three times.) 
JESUS IS GOD AND CARES ABOUT ME! (Both 
fists in the air.) TEAMS: JESUS IS GOD AND CARES 
ABOUT ME! (Both fists in the air.) JESUS DOES THE 
IMPOSSIBLE! (Hands burst open, wave.)
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Time to Talk in Teams Using  
Elementary Leaflets

 6–8 minutes 
Ask Teams to open their Elementary Leaflets and 
complete the following activities. Review the directions. 
The Team Leader Pages (Director USB) have answers 
for “Talk It Over” and Team Leader directions for the 
activities. 

Talk It Over: Jesus’ First Miracle
Team Leaders help their Teams open their Bibles to 
John 2:1–12. Remind them to leave the bookmarks in 
place for the next group. Ask the Teams to talk about 
the Bible story using the Lesson 1 Leaflets, their Bibles, 
and the Team Leader Page for this lesson. As the 
Teams discuss, reset the props for the next rotation. 
Keep an eye on the time. Offer help as needed.

What disaster happened at the wedding? (They ran 
out of wine; John 2:3.)

How did Jesus respond when His mom asked Him to 
help? (He asked His mom why she was getting involved 
and told her it wasn’t His time. But then He told the 
servants to fill the jugs with water; John 2:4, 7.)

What happened to the water? (It turned to wine; John 
2:9.)

Why was the master of the party surprised by the 
wine? (This wine tasted better than all the other wine, 
and people usually served the best wine first. But this 
time, the best wine was served last; John 2:10.)

What did the disciples do when they saw the miracle? 
(They believed in Jesus; John 2:11.)

This question isn’t on the leaflet, but as time allows, 
ask the following:

What do you think this story teaches us about our 
own lives? Kids might be reluctant to answer at first. 
Prompt them by showing them the Take-Home Point 
on the cover of the leaflet. 

■ It’s great to know that Jesus has power. Why? Jesus has 
power because He is the Son of God. 

■ This miracle was a sign, kind of like a billboard, that 
was pointing out: “Jesus is God!” 

■ Jesus, as God, is powerful. But it’s also important to 
know that this powerful God loves us. Jesus showed 
His love by caring for the bride and groom at the 
wedding.

■ Mary came to Jesus when someone needed help. We 
can come to Jesus too. There is no problem that is 
too big or too small for Jesus.

Put It on Paper: God Provides
Team Leaders lead this activity using the Team Leader 
Pages. From the student leaflet, Team Leaders READ: 
Complete each sentence with words or pictures.

Give the children time to complete the activity. If 
they run out of time, encourage them to finish at 
home. From the student leaflet, Team Leaders READ: 
Remember, Jesus cares about you and your needs! 
He provides much more than we expect or deserve.

Pray before They Go 
Lead the group in this closing prayer: Loving God, 
thank You for caring for me and for providing all that 
I need. Thank You for Your Son, Jesus. In His name I 
pray. Amen. 

Direct the Teams to their next site. 

Looking Ahead
Reset props, tidy up your costume collection, and 
prepare for your next group! Remember to refill the 
water pitcher if needed.

Visit Facebook.com/CPHVBS for more Storytelling 
ideas.

Storytelling



Storytelling Leader: What You Do
Storytelling scripts involve every child to make 
storytelling memorable, engaging, active, and fun! 
Though this site is called Storytelling, these are no mere 
stories! You are sharing the true Word of God. 

Preparation
Read the Bible accounts, the five lesson guides, and the 
Leader Devotions (Director USB) so you can accurately 
share the Word of God and communicate the daily 
themes. Separate this guide into sections: this information 
leaflet and one four-page leaflet per lesson. As you 
prepare your set and props, get helpful resources from 
the Director USB as well as Decorating and Site-Training 
Videos at cph.org/wonder.

Pray
Ask God to bless your work. Ask Him to prepare the 
hearts of the families and children you’ll reach. Pray that 
His Word would take effect in them and accomplish His 
purposes for them. Jesus saves the world!

Your Attitude and Energy
Stories work best if you are an active, involved, 
enthusiastic storyteller. Use lots of excitement, voice 
inflection, and dramatic gestures in your presentations. 
As you tell these exciting accounts, keep the kids’ 
attention and interest by walking around the story area 
to direct action and to point to characters and props. 
Help kids hear, see, touch, smell, move, think, and 
feel—because they learn and remember best using all 
those God-given ways.

Assigning Parts and Acting Out Bible Stories
These five Bible stories are great to act out! The scripts 
direct you what parts to assign for storytelling. Ask 
kids to listen carefully and act out their parts. Prompt 
them when it is their turn to speak or act. After giving 
instructions, move characters to their starting places. 
During the story, help kids know what to do by 
pointing to them to get ready to speak and for them to 
come, go, stand, or sit. Do the actions with the kids if 
they need help and encouragement.

Focus on the Bible Account
Relax and enjoy your time with the children. They love 
learning about Jesus, our Savior, in engaging, active 

ways. You are part of a team of Site Leaders who are 
working together to make sure the children get the 
lesson’s message! The goal of your site is to relate the 
Bible story account, so keep that as your focus! 

Using the Lesson Leaflets and Coloring Pages
To provide engaging review and application activities, 
use the Elementary Leaflets (for children who have 
completed kindergarten through fifth grade). Team 
Leader Pages (Director USB) provide answers to the 
questions and guidance for the activity. Suggestions 
are given for using the Coloring Pages as a Bible story 
review with younger children.

Look the Part
Capture kids’ interest by dressing as a scientist: lab 
coat, clear protective glasses/goggles, and a name 
badge reading “Scientist” clipped to a lapel or pocket. 

Recruit Help
Having helpers to handle props and direct student 
actors makes for a better and easier presentation. 
Practice together beforehand so everyone knows their 
part. Helpers can wear costumes too.

Role of Team Leaders
After telling the story, direct kids back into their Teams 
(small groups). Kids assemble with their groups and 
Team Leaders at Opening each day.

The Team Leaders develop relationships with the children 
in their group and work to keep them involved, focused, 
and connected. Leaders also engage children in activities 
at other sites. At Storytelling, they lead their groups as you 
request. They also use the Team Leader Pages from the 
Director USB to lead post-story discussions and activities 
to help the children think about the Bible story and what 
it means for them now and in eternity.

Adapt for Special Needs
Try these ideas: Assign each child a role that fits his 
or her strengths. In addition to speaking and acting, 
kids can hold props, be part of groups that speak and 
act together, and set up the scene. Team Leaders can 
partner with kids to support involvement and keep 
them focused.
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