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4   Early Childhood Leader Guide

20 minutes 20 minutes 20 minutes 20 minutes 20 minutes

1 hour

20 minutes

Poster Fun 
and Learning 

Activities
Opening

Bible 
Storytelling Snacks Games Closing

Bible Story 
Application

Bible 
Challenge

Rotation Sites

Crafts

Early Childhood Schedule: 
Three Rotation Sites

Option 1: Three Rotation Sites

Option 2: Six Rotation Sites

 3-year-olds every 3–4 children

 4-year-olds every 4–5 children

 5-year-olds every 5–6 children

Provide 1 Leader plus 1 Helper for

■ Arrival: The children do a brief activity with the 
grown-ups who brought them. Then they play in 
dramatic learning areas as others arrive.

■ Opening: All Early Childhood Teams gather 
together in one location for their own Opening.

■ Bible Storytelling: For the Bible story, children stay 
in the Opening area or move to rooms for the story.

■ Rotations: The children are organized into small 

Teams for three rotations: Bible Story Application, 
Bible Challenge, and Crafts. These can be located 
in one room or multiple spaces. Teams might rejoin 
others for Crafts, or you can use your own copy of 
the Craft Guide (Director USB). 

■ Snacks and Games: Small groups (Teams) rejoin 
others for Snack Time and to play Games.

■ Closing: All the Early Childhood children join 
together in one location for their own Closing.

■ All activities are organized into Rotation Sites.

■ Arrival: Children and the grown-ups who brought 
them do a brief activity. Children then explore in 
dramatic play.

■ Opening and Rotations: All Early Childhood 
children gather in their Teams for the Opening. 
Then they divide into up to six groups and 

Early Childhood Teams
Assign the children into Early Childhood Teams of five 
children and a Team Leader on each team. Choose the 
best option for your space and staffing.

Using Option 1, you’ll divide the Early Childhood 
Teams into three Rotation Groups.

Using Option 2, you’ll divide the Early Childhood 
Teams into six Rotation Groups.

If you have only one group of Early Childhood children, 
keep everyone together in one space for all activities. 
Set up the in-room rotations in small groups or do 
each activity with the whole group.

Whichever option you choose, God will bless and be 
with you as you share the Good News about Jesus, our 
Savior, with His precious children!

Welcome to God’s Wonder Lab !

Key Theme
Jesus Does the Impossible!
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Site 20 
minutes

20 
minutes

20  
minutes

20 
minutes

20 
minutes

20 
minutes

20 
minutes

20 
minutes

Opening All

Bible 
Storytelling Group 1 Group 6 Group 5 Group 4 Group 3 Group 2

Bible Story 
Application Group 2 Group 1 Group 6 Group 5 Group 4 Group 3

Bible 
Challenge Group 3 Group 2 Group 1 Group 6 Group 5 Group 4

Snacks Group 4 Group 3 Group 2 Group 1 Group 6 Group 5

Crafts Group 5 Group 4 Group 3 Group 2 Group 1 Group 6

Games Group 6 Group 5 Group 4 Group 3 Group 2 Group 1

Closing All

Option 2: Six Rotation Sites

Teams for three rotations: Bible Story Application, 
Bible Challenge, and Crafts. These can be located 
in one room or multiple spaces. Teams might rejoin 
others for Crafts, or you can use your own copy of 
the Craft Guide (Director USB). 

■ Snacks and Games: Small groups (Teams) rejoin 
others for Snack Time and to play Games.

■ Closing: All the Early Childhood children join 
together in one location for their own Closing.

■ All activities are organized into Rotation Sites.

■ Arrival: Children and the grown-ups who brought 
them do a brief activity. Children then explore in 
dramatic play.

■ Opening and Rotations: All Early Childhood 
children gather in their Teams for the Opening. 
Then they divide into up to six groups and 

rotate to six different sites for 20 minutes each: 
Bible Storytelling, Bible Story Application, Bible 
Challenge, Snacks, Crafts, and Games.

■ Closing: All Early Childhood children come back 
together in one large group for Closing.

■ Six Rotation Schedule (3 minutes travel time 
between Sites)

Early Childhood Schedule: Six Rotation Sites 
As children arrive, welcome them with Poster Fun and Learning Area activities, 20 minutes. Add 3 minutes for 
travel time between sites.

Early Childhood Teams
Assign the children into Early Childhood Teams of five 
children and a Team Leader on each team. Choose the 
best option for your space and staffing.

Using Option 1, you’ll divide the Early Childhood 
Teams into three Rotation Groups.

Using Option 2, you’ll divide the Early Childhood 
Teams into six Rotation Groups.

If you have only one group of Early Childhood children, 
keep everyone together in one space for all activities. 
Set up the in-room rotations in small groups or do 
each activity with the whole group.

Whichever option you choose, God will bless and be 
with you as you share the Good News about Jesus, our 
Savior, with His precious children!

Welcome to God’s Wonder Lab !

621008 EC_Guide.indd   5621008 EC_Guide.indd   5 9/10/20   4:12 PM9/10/20   4:12 PM



6   Early Childhood Leader Guide

God’s Wonder Lab Course Chart
Rotation 2:  

Bible Challenge
20 minutes

Bible Stories and  
Take-Home Points

Bible Memory  
Verses

Transitions  
and Activities

Bible Storytelling
20 minutes

Rotation 1:  
Bible Story 
Application
20 minutes

Arriving 
Activities
20 minutes

■ Children & 
parents do 
a Poster Fun 
activity as they 
arrive.

■ Children explore 
dramatic play 
as others arrive.

Opening
20 minutes

■ Meet with all 
Early Childhood 
groups.

■ Hear the Take-
Home Point.

■ Sing songs and 
pray.

■ Greet Osmosis 
“Ozzy” the 
Owl (Ozzy 
the Puppet); 
introduce the 
Bible story 
theme.

■ Make 
announcements 
and give 
offerings.

Lesson 2 
Jesus Walks on 
Water
Matthew 14:22–
33

Jesus is with me all 
the time! 

Lesson 3 
Jesus Gives Life
Mark 5:21–43

Jesus heals me!

Lesson 4 
Jesus Appears to 
His Followers 
Luke 24:36–49

Jesus saves me and 
gives me life!

Lesson 5 
Jesus Sends Paul
Acts 9:1–19

Jesus calls me to 
tell about Him! 

Lesson 1 
Jesus’ First Miracle
John 2:1–12

Jesus is God and 
cares about me!  

You are the God 
who works wonders.  

Psalm 77:14

Learn that Jesus 
is God, and He 
cares for all our 
needs. He even 
helped save a 
party!

Use Lesson 1 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
Use Sticker Activity 
and connect the 
dots to see that 
Jesus loves us and 
cares for us!

The whole earth is 
full of His glory! 

Isaiah 6:3 

See a fun 
experiment 
with water, and 
learn how Jesus 
has power over 
storms!

Use Lesson 2 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
With Sticker Activity, 
learn that God is 
with us, even when 
things are scary.

I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made.

Psalm 139:14

Remember 
that Jesus loves 
everyone, no 
matter what! He 
gives us healing.

Use Lesson 3 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
With Sticker Activity, 
learn that Jesus gives 
helpers when we 
need healing!

Remember the Lord, 
who is great and 
awesome.

Nehemiah 4:14

Surprise! Jesus 
died and rose 
from the dead! 
He surprised His 
followers and 
showed them He 
was alive. 

Use Lesson 4 
Leaflet to review 
the story. With 
Sticker Activity, 
think about 
how Jesus gives 
forgiveness.

Let the heavens 
praise Your wonders, 
O Lord!

Psalm 89:5

Learn how Jesus 
chose Paul to tell 
many people the 
Good News that 
Jesus sets us free.

Use Lesson 5 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
With Sticker Activity, 
learn that Jesus calls 
us to shine the light 
of His love!

Rotation 2:  
Bible Challenge

20 minutes
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God’s Wonder Lab Course Chart
Rotation 2:  

Bible Challenge
20 minutes

Rotation 3:  
Crafts

20 minutes

Snacks
20 minutes

Games 
20 minutes

Closing
15 minutes

Rotation 1:  
Bible Story 
Application
20 minutes

Use Lesson 1 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
Use Sticker Activity 
and connect the 
dots to see that 
Jesus loves us and 
cares for us!

Use Lesson 2 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
With Sticker Activity, 
learn that God is 
with us, even when 
things are scary.

Use Lesson 3 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
With Sticker Activity, 
learn that Jesus gives 
helpers when we 
need healing!

Use Lesson 4 
Leaflet to review 
the story. With 
Sticker Activity, 
think about 
how Jesus gives 
forgiveness.

Use Lesson 5 Leaflet 
to review the story. 
With Sticker Activity, 
learn that Jesus calls 
us to shine the light 
of His love!

Rotation 2:  
Bible Challenge

20 minutes

Rotation 3:  
Crafts

20 minutes

Snacks
20 minutes

Games 
20 minutes

Closing
20 minutes

Sing and learn 
Psalm 77:14. 
Review the Bible 
story with an 
action rhyme.

Sing and learn 
Isaiah 6:3. Review 
the Bible story 
with words and 
fun actions.

Sing and learn 
Psalm 139:14. 
Move and review 
the Bible story 
with a fun action 
rhyme.

Sing and learn 
Nehemiah 4:14. 
Count aloud and 
repeat a refrain to 
review the Bible 
story.

Sing and learn 
Psalm 89:5. Use 
an action rhyme 
and clapping to 
review the Bible 
story.

Filled to the 
Brim

Wind and 
Waves

Color Me Crazy 
Fruit Salad

Touched with 
H2O

Friendly Help 
Scavenger 

Hunt

■ All Early 
Childhood 
groups meet.

■ Review Take-
Home Point and 
Bible story.

■ Sing songs and 
pray.

■ Review the 
lesson with 
Ozzy.

■ Get ready to go 
home.

■ Send 
information 
home to 
families.

Heart-y  
Snack

Flower  
Cookies

Son-Shine 
Snack

Easter Butterfly 
Waffles

Jesus Sign  
Sand Art

Glory to God  
Kite

Crazy Weather  
Cups

Jesus Gives Life 
Cross

Butterfly Window 
Craft

Jesus Is the Light 
Suncatcher
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8   Early Childhood Leader Guide

A Prayer to Begin
God, our heavenly Father, thank You for working 
through Your Word to bring me to faith and for 
keeping me in Your grace. Give me energy, power, 
wisdom, and patience so I can share the stories about 
Jesus. Enable me to teach Your Word clearly. During 
this week, strengthen me with Your Holy Word and 
work through me to share the Good News about Jesus 
with these children and their families. In Jesus’ name I 
pray. Amen.

Transition Activities 
as the Lesson Begins
Welcome 
Stand near the door to welcome everyone. Ask grown-
ups to sign children in using the Sign In & Out Sheet 
(Director USB*). Give each child a nametag. Help 
children and parents ease into your area by letting 
them do the Poster Fun activity together before grown-
ups leave. Set up a table with supplies and directions 
for this activity. Poster Fun is the outer wrap of the Early 
Childhood Leaflet packet. 

*Ask your Director for materials from the Director USB 
in the VBS Starter Kit.

■ Show the children the dramatic play area you set up 
ahead of time. 

■ Some grown-ups may want to stay and observe for 
a while. 

■ As children become engaged in play, grown-ups 
usually become more comfortable and able to say 
goodbye. 

Coloring Pages for each day are available on the 
Director USB. You may wish to use the Coloring Pages 
as your time begins or later for Bible story review.

Opening (All Early Childhood Groups)
Have one person lead the Opening (the directions 
are provided in the lesson each day), or rotate 
responsibilities with other Early Childhood Leaders.

Choose a room that’s large enough for all of the Early 
Childhood children to gather for Opening and Closing. 
Set up a small table as an altar with a battery-operated 
candle, a cross, and a Bible. Set up the Puppet Stage, 
using the decorating helps at cph.org/wonder. 

Use a tuning fork to lead the children to and from 
Opening each day. As the children enter the room, play 
music. When everyone is seated, light the candle to 
show that it’s a special time. 

Sing suggested songs from the Passalong CD & DVD. 
All VBS songs are available on the Director USB as MP3 
audio and MP4 video files. Play from a computer or 
other device. For using a CD player, play the Passalong 
CD. For using a DVD player, play the Passalong DVD.

In the Puppet Skits, Ozzy the Puppet introduces the Bible 
story and theme. Recruit a puppeteer to operate Ozzy 
while a Leader talks to him.

Teach the children to talk to God—to pray—by folding 
their hands, closing their eyes, and bowing their heads in 
order to shut out distractions. Ask them to repeat prayer 
phrases after you. You may choose to say the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer in the same way. Have 
children help collect offerings. Distribute Jesus Loves Me 
Team Identifiers to distinguish the groups. 

Depending on how you organize your program, you 
will either continue with the Bible story or take the 
children to the next site.

Storytelling
Check the daily lists for the items you need each 
day, including pictures, props, and posters. Ask your 
Director to give you access to the files or make copies 
of the Supply List from the Director USB. Hang Bible 
Story Posters around this site.

Bible Story Application
Children use the Early Childhood Leaflets to do an activity 
and participate in finger plays, role plays, and other 
movement activities based on the Bible story. Children 
can sit on the floor, or you could use a large table with 
preschool chairs for six or seven children. You might 
use the same table as the Poster Fun activity (from when 
people arrived). Hang up the Bible Story Application 
Sign from the Director USB.

Optionally, add the lesson’s Bible Story Coloring 
Pages from the Director USB for a visual review and 
reinforcement of the Bible story. 

Bible Challenge
The children sing the Bible Memory Songs using video 
or audio files on the Passalong CD & DVD. Use an open 

area for these activities, possibly the same one used for 
Storytelling. Hang up the Bible Challenge Sign from the 
Director USB. 

Practice the Bible Memory Songs and their actions. 
Watch the Bible Memory Song Videos on the Passalong 
DVD or the Director USB. 

The Passalong CD has the songs in an audio format that 
works with a CD player. If you use a CD or DVD player, 
locate the player, learn how it works, and check power 
sources ahead of time. Or ask your Director for access 
to the files from the Director USB. 

Crafts
Children need a table to make craft projects. Set up 
close to a sink or have wet wipes and paper towels 
handy to clean spills and messy fingers. Spread 
plastic tarps under the tables to protect the floor. 
Add preschool chairs for six or seven children. Set up 
another table or area where craft items can dry without 
disturbance, or hang cords from the ceiling to attach 
craft projects with clothespins. Hang up the Crafts Sign 
from the Director USB.

Site Highlights
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Use a tuning fork to lead the children to and from 
Opening each day. As the children enter the room, play 
music. When everyone is seated, light the candle to 
show that it’s a special time. 

Sing suggested songs from the Passalong CD & DVD. 
All VBS songs are available on the Director USB as MP3 
audio and MP4 video files. Play from a computer or 
other device. For using a CD player, play the Passalong 
CD. For using a DVD player, play the Passalong DVD.

In the Puppet Skits, Ozzy the Puppet introduces the Bible 
story and theme. Recruit a puppeteer to operate Ozzy 
while a Leader talks to him.

Teach the children to talk to God—to pray—by folding 
their hands, closing their eyes, and bowing their heads in 
order to shut out distractions. Ask them to repeat prayer 
phrases after you. You may choose to say the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer in the same way. Have 
children help collect offerings. Distribute Jesus Loves Me 
Team Identifiers to distinguish the groups. 

Depending on how you organize your program, you 
will either continue with the Bible story or take the 
children to the next site.

Storytelling
Check the daily lists for the items you need each 
day, including pictures, props, and posters. Ask your 
Director to give you access to the files or make copies 
of the Supply List from the Director USB. Hang Bible 
Story Posters around this site.

Bible Story Application
Children use the Early Childhood Leaflets to do an activity 
and participate in finger plays, role plays, and other 
movement activities based on the Bible story. Children 
can sit on the floor, or you could use a large table with 
preschool chairs for six or seven children. You might 
use the same table as the Poster Fun activity (from when 
people arrived). Hang up the Bible Story Application 
Sign from the Director USB.

Optionally, add the lesson’s Bible Story Coloring 
Pages from the Director USB for a visual review and 
reinforcement of the Bible story. 

Bible Challenge
The children sing the Bible Memory Songs using video 
or audio files on the Passalong CD & DVD. Use an open 

area for these activities, possibly the same one used for 
Storytelling. Hang up the Bible Challenge Sign from the 
Director USB. 

Practice the Bible Memory Songs and their actions. 
Watch the Bible Memory Song Videos on the Passalong 
DVD or the Director USB. 

The Passalong CD has the songs in an audio format that 
works with a CD player. If you use a CD or DVD player, 
locate the player, learn how it works, and check power 
sources ahead of time. Or ask your Director for access 
to the files from the Director USB. 

Crafts
Children need a table to make craft projects. Set up 
close to a sink or have wet wipes and paper towels 
handy to clean spills and messy fingers. Spread 
plastic tarps under the tables to protect the floor. 
Add preschool chairs for six or seven children. Set up 
another table or area where craft items can dry without 
disturbance, or hang cords from the ceiling to attach 
craft projects with clothespins. Hang up the Crafts Sign 
from the Director USB.

Snacks
Ask your VBS Director how to handle snacks. Some 
programs serve snacks in one area. Others serve the 
Early Childhood children in their rooms or outside. 
If you do snacks in your room, you need a table 
and chairs there too. See the Snack Leader Guide for 
additional snack suggestions.

Games
Play games in an open area. The games included here 
reinforce Bible truths. Activities to play as a group and 
activity centers for a play yard are suggested. The Games 
Leader Guide has more information.

Closing (All Early Childhood Groups)
All Early Childhood children meet together again for 
the Closing, usually in the same place they met for the 
Opening. Ozzy reappears to review what the children 
learned. Close with a song and prayer, as described 
in each lesson. Send home the daily leaflet, the God’s 
Wonder Lab Collectible, and each lesson’s project so 
children can share what they learned with family and 
friends. Remind the children to check out the day’s 
“Wonder” activity.

Site Highlights
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Leader and Student Materials
You’ll need the purchased items on the previous page: 
Early Childhood Leader Guide, God’s Wonder Lab Early 
Childhood Leaflets & Stickers, Passalong CD & DVD, Bible 
Story Posters, God’s Wonder Lab Collectibles, Ozzy the 
Puppet.

Below are items you will supply locally or access from 
the Director USB in the VBS Starter Kit. Ask your Director 
about them.

Every-Lesson Supplies
■ Bible

■ DIY Puppet Stage (Director USB) and daily props (see 
each skit’s list)

■ Copies of Puppet Skits for the Puppeteer, Leader, 
and any others helping (Director USB)

■ Tuning fork (attention signal)

■ CD and DVD player or other device for songs

■ Offering basket

■ Sign In & Out Sheet (Director USB)

■ Nametags

■ Copies of the Poster Fun directions for grown-ups to 
use with kids (Director USB)

■ Poster Fun Leaflets for children 

■ Coloring Pages (Director USB)

■ Copies of Lyrics Sheets for Leaders and Helpers 
(Director USB)

■ Altar with cross and battery-operated candle(s)

■ Crayons (including glitter crayons), markers, 
scissors, glue sticks, washable markers, and wet 
wipes

■ Hands-On Wonder Lab Supplies (See below, each 
lesson’s lists, and the Master Supply List on Director 
USB.)

■ Storytelling items (See below and each lesson’s list.)

■ Snack, Game, and Craft items for each lesson

Hands-On Wonder Lab Supplies: funnels, measuring 
cups, spoons, rulers, plastic container, tub with rice or 
dried beans (and a towel beneath), nets, magnifying 
glasses, magnets, goggles, lab coats, balance, weights, 
sand timer, slinkies, color wands, rocks, twigs, pine-
cones, shells, real or fake plants and flowers, child-
friendly tongs, bug habitat, plastic bugs, sorting trays 
(muffin tins) and manipulatives, computer keyboard, 
old phone, play dough 

Lesson 1
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 1 Bible Story Poster, Story-
telling bag or pillowcase, party hat and noisemaker, 
plastic cup, pretend party food (cupcake, pizza, etc.), 
clear pitcher filled with water, drink mix packet (red, 
blue, or purple), small cups (if giving children a small 
taste) 

Lesson 2
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 2 Bible Story Poster, 
binoculars, toy boat, electric fan, blue sheet, towels, 
clear container (about the size of a shoebox), pitcher 
of water, container of corn starch, small plastic object 
that normally sinks in water

Lesson 3
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 3 Bible Story Poster, box 
of tissues, child-proof medicine bottle, adhesive 
bandages, cozy blanket, can of chicken noodle soup, 
balloon, baking soda, water bottle, vinegar

Lesson 4
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 4 Bible Story Poster, markers 
and paper (to draw a picture of an apple tree), 
branches, apples, leaves, watering can, picture or 
model of sun, tape, cross, keys, brown bag with snack 
or lunch food, red marker (washable)

Lesson 5
Site Supplies: Bible; Lesson 5 Bible Story Poster, map, 
blindfold, flashlight, glow liquid (tonic water or water 
mixed with highlighter ink)

Supply List
As an Early Childhood Leader, it is your privilege to 
help young children grow in faith and knowledge of 
God and of Jesus, our Savior, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Here are some things you and your team 
will want to do before the children arrive for VBS.

To-Do Checklist
■ Pray for your children and their families, your Early 

Childhood Team, and yourself.

■ Review the resources you’ll need. Ask your Director 
to send you the files or make copies from the 
Director USB (e.g., Sign In & Out Sheet, Poster Fun 
activities and Rotation-Site directions, forms, and 
signs). These tools will make your planning and 
teaching easy and fun!

■ Get a Passalong CD & DVD for audio and video for 
all the songs. Or ask your Director for access to the 
files on the Director USB from the Starter Kit.

■ Prepare nametags for children and Helpers.

■ Read the Scripture passage and Leader Devotion to 
prepare for each lesson.

■ Read through each lesson.

■ Coordinate activities and responsibilities with other 
Early Childhood Leaders, especially Openings and 
Closings.

■ Delegate tasks. Ask Helpers to work in a learning 
area or Rotation Site, be Puppeteers for Openings 
and Closings, or care for a specific Team of children. 
Use high school students to supervise learning areas.

■ Have a volunteer cut apart the Stickers from the Early 
Childhood Leaflets and put them in plastic zipper bags 
labeled with the day and the activity.

■ Plan your Puppet Skits. Ask a Helper to work Ozzy 
the Puppet. (You could do it by yourself if necessary.) 
Copy Puppet Scripts for your Helper.

■ Gather materials and make props.

■ Check supply lists to see what you need. 

■ Practice presentations, including those with the 
puppet.

■ Prepare the resources you need for introducing and 
telling the stories.

Advance Preparation
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Hands-On Wonder Lab Supplies: funnels, measuring 
cups, spoons, rulers, plastic container, tub with rice or 
dried beans (and a towel beneath), nets, magnifying 
glasses, magnets, goggles, lab coats, balance, weights, 
sand timer, slinkies, color wands, rocks, twigs, pine-
cones, shells, real or fake plants and flowers, child-
friendly tongs, bug habitat, plastic bugs, sorting trays 
(muffin tins) and manipulatives, computer keyboard, 
old phone, play dough 

Lesson 1
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 1 Bible Story Poster, Story-
telling bag or pillowcase, party hat and noisemaker, 
plastic cup, pretend party food (cupcake, pizza, etc.), 
clear pitcher filled with water, drink mix packet (red, 
blue, or purple), small cups (if giving children a small 
taste) 

Lesson 2
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 2 Bible Story Poster, 
binoculars, toy boat, electric fan, blue sheet, towels, 
clear container (about the size of a shoebox), pitcher 
of water, container of corn starch, small plastic object 
that normally sinks in water

Lesson 3
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 3 Bible Story Poster, box 
of tissues, child-proof medicine bottle, adhesive 
bandages, cozy blanket, can of chicken noodle soup, 
balloon, baking soda, water bottle, vinegar

Lesson 4
Site Supplies: Bible, Lesson 4 Bible Story Poster, markers 
and paper (to draw a picture of an apple tree), 
branches, apples, leaves, watering can, picture or 
model of sun, tape, cross, keys, brown bag with snack 
or lunch food, red marker (washable)

Lesson 5
Site Supplies: Bible; Lesson 5 Bible Story Poster, map, 
blindfold, flashlight, glow liquid (tonic water or water 
mixed with highlighter ink)

Supply List
As an Early Childhood Leader, it is your privilege to 
help young children grow in faith and knowledge of 
God and of Jesus, our Savior, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Here are some things you and your team 
will want to do before the children arrive for VBS.

To-Do Checklist
■ Pray for your children and their families, your Early 

Childhood Team, and yourself.

■ Review the resources you’ll need. Ask your Director 
to send you the files or make copies from the 
Director USB (e.g., Sign In & Out Sheet, Poster Fun 
activities and Rotation-Site directions, forms, and 
signs). These tools will make your planning and 
teaching easy and fun!

■ Get a Passalong CD & DVD for audio and video for 
all the songs. Or ask your Director for access to the 
files on the Director USB from the Starter Kit.

■ Prepare nametags for children and Helpers.

■ Read the Scripture passage and Leader Devotion to 
prepare for each lesson.

■ Read through each lesson.

■ Coordinate activities and responsibilities with other 
Early Childhood Leaders, especially Openings and 
Closings.

■ Delegate tasks. Ask Helpers to work in a learning 
area or Rotation Site, be Puppeteers for Openings 
and Closings, or care for a specific Team of children. 
Use high school students to supervise learning areas.

■ Have a volunteer cut apart the Stickers from the Early 
Childhood Leaflets and put them in plastic zipper bags 
labeled with the day and the activity.

■ Plan your Puppet Skits. Ask a Helper to work Ozzy 
the Puppet. (You could do it by yourself if necessary.) 
Copy Puppet Scripts for your Helper.

■ Gather materials and make props.

■ Check supply lists to see what you need. 

■ Practice presentations, including those with the 
puppet.

■ Prepare the resources you need for introducing and 
telling the stories.

■ Use ropes to guide the Early Childhood children to 
various sites. Take a length of rope, about two feet 
per child, and add knots about every eighteen inches. 
The Leader leads, holding one end of the rope while 
children hold onto the rope at the knots.

■ Gather the local supplies.

■ Set up and decorate the Early Childhood space. 
Feature the DIY Puppet Stage. In addition to the 
learning areas, you may set up an area for pretend 
play. A quiet area can have a basket of books about 
animals. Be sure to include children’s Bibles and 
Bible story books that reflect the lessons for the 
week. Carpet squares or tablecloths work well for 
defining seating areas. You will need a tuning fork to 
sound when it is time for a transition.

■ Use your church’s child-protection procedures. If 
your church hasn’t defined procedures, ask your VBS 
Director for guidance.

■ Have copies of the Sign In & Out Sheet (Director 
USB) to use every day. Ask parents to list people 
who have permission to take the children and to 
provide phone numbers and contact information. 
Ask anyone you do not personally know to show a 
photo ID.

■ Attend VBS staff training.

Share the Take-Home Point!
VBS Leaders lead the children in the lesson’s 
Take-Home Point Call and Response. Here’s 
what to say and do: 

SAY: WONDER LAB SCIENTISTS! (Clap 
three times.) JESUS IS GOD AND CARES 
ABOUT ME! (Both fists in the air.) TEAMS: 
JESUS IS GOD AND CARES ABOUT ME! 
(Both fists in the air.) JESUS DOES THE 
IMPOSSIBLE! (Hands burst open, wave.)

Advance Preparation
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You shall be  
My treasured  
possession. 

Exodus 19:5

You will  
have treasure 

 in heaven;  
and come,  
follow Me.
Matthew 19:21

But we have this 
treasure in jars of 
clay, to show that 

the surpassing 
power belongs to 
God and not to us.

2 Corinthians 4:7

But lay up  
for yourselves  

treasures  
in heaven.

Matthew 6:20

How precious is 
Your steadfast 

love, O God!
Psalm 36:7

God Gives the 
Commandments
Exodus 19:18–20; 20:1–21

Jesus Calls  
His Disciples

Matthew 4:18–22; 9:9–13

Jesus Heals  
Ten Lepers

Luke 17:11–19

Jesus Visits  
His Disciples

John 21:1–14

God Rescues Noah
Genesis 6:17–22; 8

My loving God  
gives direction. Jesus is with me. Jesus is full  

of healing.
Jesus helps me 

share His  
Good News.

God keeps  
His promises.

Key Theme:   Jesus Leads the Way
Key Bible Verse:   Oh, the depth of the riches . . . of God!  Romans 11:33

Leader Guide
Early Childhood

For children ages 3–5 who have not attended kindergarten

1-800-325-3040
cph.org/vbs2020

Delight the Littlest Learners

Collectibles
Remind kids of Bible 
truths with fun, lenticular 
collectibles! Bible story 
artwork and take-home 
points are featured on 
one side and the memory 
verses are on the other 
side. Order one per 
student. Carabiners sold 
separately.

Warning: choking hazard. 
Not for children under 3.

Collectibles 
322020     $3.49
Pack includes  
1 each of 5 shapes.

Fish Carabiner 
321817     $9.99
Attach collectibles  
to carabiner. Pack of 10.

 /cphvbs  /cph_vbs  /cphvbs  /cph_vbs

Learn about Rainforest Explorers in our catalog or online!

322000

    978-0-7586-6652-9

Passalong Music

  WARNING: 
CHOKING HAZARD— 

small parts. Not for 
children under 3 yrs.

Music Download Card
Buy one card for each family to redeem online.

322086      $5.99
CD and DVD Set 
322085      $5.99

Choose from the two formats below.

Early Childhood Leaflets and Stickers 
Perfectly sized for smaller hands, these leaflets engage 
preschoolers with life-application activities, Bible stories, 
stickers, and more. Check out the sample in your Starter Kit.

322060      $2.99 

Keep kids singing and dancing long after VBS! Includes all Rainforest Explorers 
music, song-action videos, early childhood music, memory verse songs, and 
skit videos. Give these as keepsakes, or offer them for purchase.

© 2020 Concordia Publishing House    Printed in the USA    620008_01

Sidney the Sloth Puppet 
322081      $37.99 
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