
Foreword
The Church seeks to pass its heritage on to children. This course 

in the Martin Luther series has been designed to bring students a 
greater understanding of their Reformation heritage. As the Holy 
Spirit works through God’s Word, may those who use this course 
hold fast to their Savior, serve Him with all their energies, and grow in 
their appreciation of God and His love for those who belong to Him.

This series of four lessons for grades 3 and 4 is based on familiar 
biographical information about Luther, a hero of faith. Each of the 
lessons makes a special effort to bridge the gap of 500 years and to 
help children identify with Luther as a real and human person. He 
was a hero, to be sure, but someone not much different from any of 
us as he was a sinner called to repentance and faith in Christ Jesus, 
our Savior.

Objectives
At the completion of this course, the students will be able to

 1. describe the basic biographical and geographic facts of Luther’s 
life;

 2. tell others what Lutherans believe about salvation;
 3. compare Luther’s time with their own;
 4. describe Luther as the founder of the Lutheran Church;
 5. identify with and feel pride in their heritage of faith.

Time Schedule
You can teach the basic activities in the four lessons in this 

Teacher Book and the Student Book in about thirty minutes. 
Consider using the books The Adventures of Martin Luther and What 
Does This Mean? (available from CPH) with your lessons. Display the 
large pictures on an easel or shelf, much as you would display post-
ers. Use the book as another way to review and reinforce concepts. 
The two graphic novels, Luther: Echoes of the Hammer and Katie 
Luther: Mother of Reformation will further reinforce and enhance 
your student’s learning. 

If you have more time available, choose from the supplementary 
activities listed at the end of each lesson in this Teacher Book to meet 
the interests of the class. Supplementary activities could be chosen 
by different groups of students. They could also be printed on cards 
for individual students to choose and work on in their spare time. 
Consult the Teacher Book for other grade levels for additional ideas.

The lessons have been designed to allow you flexibility. You 
might cover the material of each lesson in one day; or, using the 
supplementary activities, extend the lesson over a number of days. 
Following session 4 is an optional culminating activity, which can be 
used to summarize the events and concepts of this course.
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Preparing for the Story
 1. Make a web with the word HERO in the center. Let students name their favorite 

heroes, and put the name of each in a balloon stretching out from the center. Have 
students tell why they feel that person is a hero. Print their response on the web 
strand, the line connecting the name to the center. Then arrive at a definition of 
hero. (Perhaps “a person who shows great courage” or “people who do what they 
believe is right, in spite of what may happen to them.”)

 2. Familiarize the children with the following vocabulary words found in session 1:
  Monastery: The home for a group of monks who follow a certain set of rules. 

Monk: A man who joins a monastery and sometimes lives apart from the world. 
St. Anne: Patron saint of miners and mother of the Virgin Mary.

Consider making vocabulary cards with each of these words to use for review at the 
end of the course. 

Sharing the Story
 1. Have the children read the story (if not read beforehand), or read it to them as they 

follow along, or invite students to read the story aloud, taking turns while those not 
reading follow along.

 2. Ask the class what events in the story impressed them or struck them as unusual.
 3. Ask, What kind of boy was Luther? He was both a good student and a typical boy.
 4. Talk about what life at home was like in Martin Luther’s time.
 5. Discuss what life in school was like in Luther’s time. Strict discipline was used in the 

classroom.
 6. Discuss Luther’s doubts and fears. Let students discuss their own fears about illness, 

injury, or death.
 7. Ask students to describe their image of God. Point out that the predominant viewpoint in 

those times was not that God was a loving God.
 8. Discuss Luther’s human weaknesses and frailties, illustrated by his fears, his faults, 

his relationship with his father, his weak faith, and even his carelessness with the 
sword.

 9. Discuss Luther’s early heroism (courage), already apparent in such things as going 
to school so young, going away to school, keeping his promise to St. Anne, and 
going against his father’s wishes.

1 The Sound  
of Thunder
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Memory 
“Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with 
me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.” 
(Psalm 23:4)

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.’ ” (John 14:6)

“Children, obey your parents in everything, for 
this pleases the Lord.” (Colossians 3:20)

“From childhood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
(2 Timothy 3:15)

Challenge Activities
A and B. Answers will vary.
C. The true statements are numbers 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 

and 10.

Music Options
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (LSB 733)
“Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725;  
AGPS 80)
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (LSB 922;  
AGPS 102)
“Behold, What Manner of Love” (AGPS 71)

Applying the Story
The supplementary activities listed here 

provide a wide variety of choice to meet various 
interests and time requirements. Some are for indi-
viduals and some for groups. All can be altered or 
expanded to meet different needs.
 1. Draw a picture of Luther in school.
 2. Imagine you are Luther. Write a letter to your 

parents telling them how you feel about going 
to school so far away from home.

 3. Stormy Weather: A pastor once said, “The storms 
of life will not pass you by.” Look at today’s news-
paper. What are some “storms” that people are 
experiencing? Divorce, sickness, death, crime, floods, 
fires, car accidents, and so forth.

 4. Role-play Luther and his father talking about 
Luther not wanting to become a lawyer.

 5. Dramatize the thunderstorm scene.
 6. Write about a time in your life when you were 

afraid and how you got over your fear.
 7. Interview some other students in your school. 

Ask them what they fear most of all. Report your 
findings to the class.

 8. Use modeling clay to make a sculpture of Luther 
praying during the thunderstorm.

 9. Luther promised St. Anne that if he survived the 
storm, he would become a monk. Write about 
the “bargain” God has made with His people 
through Christ Jesus.

10. Begin a large mural of the events in Luther’s life. 
Add to it after each chapter.

11. Choose your favorite present-day hero and 
explain to the class why you have chosen this 
person. Compare your hero to Luther.
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2The Castle  
Church Door

Preparing for the Story
 1. Review the definition of a hero from last time. Establish that heroes are not per-

fect. They fall short, make mistakes, and act very human at times. Sports heroes 
don’t always win, teachers lose their temper, government leaders make errors in 
judgment. Biblical heroes sinned. Ask students to name biblical heroes who fell 
short and sinned. Samson, Solomon, Jonah Clarify that heroes of the faith can have 
doubts and fears and yet remain heroes, since it is the Holy Spirit’s power that 
enables them to achieve extraordinary feats and accomplishments. Make a chart 
of various heroes in the Bible. After each name, write what that person did that 
was heroic. Note that few were born to be heroes. Most were common people 
like us until God called them and prepared them for the challenges He set before 
them. Point to Jesus as the only true superhero.

 2. Help kids to develop an understanding of the following vocabulary words: 
Gutenberg: The inventor of the printing press with reusable and movable type. 
Indulgences: Papers signed by the pope, promising people forgiveness of their 
sins. 
Mass: An ancient name for the Holy Communion service. 
Priest: A minister in the Roman Catholic Church. 
Theses: Statements or sentences.

Consider making vocabulary cards with each of these words to use for review at the 
end of the course. 

Sharing the Story
 1. Have the students read the story (if not done ahead of time).
 2. Describe monastery life as best you can: strict rules, total silence in some cases, 

vow of poverty, no marriage, constant study, copying work, gardening, cleaning 
floors, and so forth. Comment that Luther bravely withstood pressure from family 
and friends who attempted to dissuade him from entering the monastery. What 
aspect of monastery life seems the most difficult to you? Why? Allow students to 
share. What is a good purpose of spiritual discipline? Answers will vary. 

 3. Point out that Luther showed courage when he refused to go back on his promise 
to St. Anne in spite of pressures from friends. Ask students to share similar pres-
sures that they have felt. How have they shown courage? Make sure the students 
understand that their own fears and doubts are normal. In spite of their fears, 
they, too, can be heroic as the Holy Spirit gives them strong faith and courage in 
the face of life’s challenges and struggles.


