
Endorsements for Blueprints for Children’s Ministry
Whether your children’s ministry program is well developed, in need of 
tweaking, or just beginning, Blueprints for Children’s Ministry is a great re-
source for envisioning, planning, and conducting a vibrant ministry for 
children. Kim E. Bestian guides readers through a step-by-step process useful 
in building a Children’s Ministry program. Included are a wealth of blueprint 
samples of components that can be readily adapted to the ministry of your 
church. Her inspiration for Children’s Ministry is hearing children express, “I 
can’t wait to be there.” This can be your inspiration too!

Rebecca S. Schmidt, Ed.D. 
Associate Director of Schools, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

When you read Blueprints for Children’s Ministry, you will read the passion and 
love Kim has for children and her Lord and Savior. She has shared a compre-
hensive blueprint for any congregation to engage in a most important part 
of the church’s mission: children’s ministry! Kim’s Blueprints is written so you 
can design for your congregation the scope and realm of what you plan to 
do and how to go there, with evaluations along the way. What a beautiful 
description to help and encourage congregations for the wonderful mission 
and ministry for children. Well done, Kim; the Lord bless your endeavors in 
sharing Blueprints for Children’s Ministry!

Rev. Allen D. Anderson 
President, Rocky Mountain District, and Pastor, Mount Zion Lutheran Church

Blueprints for Children’s Ministry should be open on the desk of every congre-
gational leader. Kim E. Bestian, an experienced Director of Children’s Ministry 
with a huge heart for God’s youngest ones, has put together a book that can 
help every church build its ministry for and with children from the ground 
up. Biblically based in every aspect, Blueprints is easy to read and follow. This 
book not only shows the reasons for a good children’s ministry program, but 
it also takes congregations step by step through the whole process, includ-
ing a set of “blueprints” that ensures every phase along the way. 

Martha Streufert Jander 
Author, Editor, and Early Childhood Consultant

I am thrilled that Kim Bestian has reflected upon her years of children’s 
ministry to share insights in this ready-to-go volume helping churches and 
schools nurture faith in children from birth through grade 6. Prepared blue-
prints offer examples to accomplish each task. Whether you are beginning 
a children’s ministry or want to expand or evaluate an existing program, 
Blueprints for Children’s Ministry will guide you through the process. Focusing 
on important elements of children’s ministry, such as Christian education, 
ministry opportunities for children, and parental relationships, Kim coaches 
readers to build a program and prepare a team to accomplish your goals. 

Laurie A. Friedrich, Ph.D.  
Teaching, Learning, & Teacher Education, University of Nebraska-Lincoln



Thank God for equipping Kim Bestian to speak on behalf of children and the 
church’s ministry to them and their families!  Blueprints is a perfect name for 
this resource chock-full of attractive, user-friendly, ready-to-use, practical 
samples.  These reproducible pages provide leaders with tools to lay a solid 
foundation, build a sound ministry, and creatively grow their attempts to 
reach more children for Jesus—children who will exclaim, “I can’t wait to be 
there!”

Cynthia Brown, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Professor, Family Life, Concordia University, Ann Arbor,  

and author, Energizing Your Children’s Ministry

The analogy of using a construction framework to building a children’s min-
istry is a concrete (no pun intended) approach to explaining the necessary 
blueprints needed for anyone seeking to launch or restructure the children’s 
ministry in their church. This extremely useful step-by-step resource focuses 
first and foremost on raising up young disciples and the impact the church 
has on nurturing their faith. You will learn practical information as it relates 
to volunteers, curriculum, safety, parent collaboration, and much more. The 
Scripture passages throughout remind us that God as the Foreman will be 
the one leading your children’s ministry to fruition. From hard hats and safety 
glasses to the armor of God, you have the opportunity to stand firm and take 
up the shield of faith as you begin this exciting endeavor.

Melissa A. Smith 
Assistant Professor and Early Childhood Coordinator,  

College of Education, Concordia University Chicago

Blueprints for Children’s Ministry is a relevant, needed, and timely resource. 
The state of our world makes it essential to teach children and disciple fam-
ilies so parents have models for sharing the faith with their children. From 
safety guidelines, peacemaking, discipline, and teacher training, this book 
contains great resources for getting started with children’s ministry. It will 
let you avoid reinventing the wheel while creating a vibrant, Gospel-sharing, 
child ministry program.

Kim Marxhausen, Ph.D. 
Education consultant, author, and speaker

Written from the heart, this book provides valuable insight into the impor-
tance of children’s ministry in the Church, as well as the many directions in 
which such a ministry can go. Drawing on years of experience in children’s 
ministry, the author includes many practical suggestions for establishing and 
maintaining such a program, with an emphasis upon the joy to be found in 
such work. A basic book for all congregations seeking to follow Jesus’ com-
mand to let the little children come to Him.

Anita Reith Stohs 
Author and Christian Education Consultant
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Good Shepherd, with whom I am His 
lamb and ever glad at heart!

Thanksgiving and glory to God for  
providing me with congregations,  
parents, children, colleagues, friends,  
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work with to make this book possible  
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Introduction
Ever since I was a little girl, I have loved the Lord’s 

Church. I remember going to church on Sunday mornings, 
sitting in the pew, and thinking I was in the King’s castle. I 
felt like a princess wearing my shiny black patent leather 
shoes. My miniature stuffed gray dog came along with me 
in my little purse. I would take him out during the sermon 
to listen to God’s Word. When it was time for the offering, 
my father gave me a dime to put in the plate. First, I put 
the dime in the palm of my hand and pressed down on it 
with the thumb from my other hand. As the offering plate 
passed by, I’d put my gift to Jesus in the plate and then look 
at my palm where I had pressed the dime down. The im-
print of a circle would be left in my hand, and I was remind-

ed that God was always with me. 
The Christmas I was four years old will remain a lasting memory. My family and I lived 

in St. Louis, Missouri, where my father was a teacher in a Lutheran school. For the Christmas 
Eve service, my Sunday School class had to stand in the front of the church before everyone 
and sing “As Each Happy Christmas.” (I thought we were singing “Azzy Chappy Christmas” 
and that the song had something to do with chapped lips!) Standing at the end of the line 
of children by the colorfully lit Christmas tree, I could see the reflection of the tree lights on 
my shoes. I don’t remember singing a word, but I do remember thinking this was the most 
wonderful thing in the whole world. After the service, we went back to our classrooms to re-
ceive a little gift from our teachers. Mine was a small wooden plaque with two lambs painted 
on it that glowed in the dark. The words said, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” Ever since, I have 
had a fondness for lambs. I still have that plaque to this day, including a large collection of 
stuffed toy sheep.

Growing up at home, I loved The Children’s Bible by Anne de Vries, published by Concor-
dia Publishing House. The stories came alive for me. They were impressed upon my heart 
as my mother read them at bedtime. Homemade felt banners hanging in our dining room 
marked Church Year celebrations and baptismal birthdays. Family devotions after the dinner 
meal held inspiring worship and faith-enriching moments. Many of those devotions were 
from Little Visits with God by Allan Hart Jahsmann and Martin P. Simon, also published by 
Concordia Publishing House. I learned to follow Jesus as our family daily met with God. To 
help me memorize Bible passages, my father would have me paint with watercolors on large 
poster paper the meanings of the words and explain them to him. At the time, little did I 
know how this would affect my life as an adult and enable me to pass these formative trea-
sures on to others. 

As a sophomore in high school, I began teaching preschool Sunday School (nursery in 
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those days) at our church in Minnesota. Giving pup-

pet skits for the young ones and sharing the awesome 

stories of Jesus were dear to my heart. To share what 

we were learning and doing in Sunday School, I mim-

eographed letters for the parents. What a joy to sing 

songs to Jesus with the children and do finger plays to 

help them remember our Bible verse for the day! I was 

also active in my church youth group, and the props 

we fabricated for Vacation Bible School made sweet 

memories and continued to inspire me as I taught 

children God’s Word.

Soon the time came for college. My desire was 

to share the light of Jesus with children. I felt drawn 

to Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Christmas 

services, children’s choirs, tools that would encour-

age parents to have family devotions, and so on. That 

is where my heart’s passion was leading me. But in 

those days, there was no such thing as full-time chil-

dren’s ministry, at least in the ways we know it today. 

I thought about what would be the closest career to 

doing those things as a church professional and de-

cided to be trained for Lutheran elementary school 

teaching. 

My favorite subject to teach was religion class. I 

found myself applying Scripture throughout the day 

with my students. What a joy it was to plan chapel 

services and prepare the children to sing in church. 

Those six years of teaching flew! During that time, I 

married my college sweetheart. He attended semi-

nary and became a pastor. It was wonderful to think 

about serving the Lord together in His Church.

The first two congregations where God called my 

husband to shepherd His people did not have a Lu-

theran school, nor were there any for miles around. 

But I enjoyed participating in Sunday School, Vacation 

Bible School, and children’s choirs. During that time, 

Our life held valleys as well as mountaintops that one finds in church work, but 

by looking to Christ, trusting in God, and being quick to forgive, I can count it all joy 

and a great privilege.
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our family grew with children of our own. We were 

blessed with a girl and two boys. The Lord was taking 

me on new adventures, and I loved every minute of it. 

Our life held valleys as well as mountaintops that one 

finds in church work, but by looking to Christ, trusting 

in God, and being quick to forgive, I can count it all joy 

and a great privilege.

Our fourth congregation seemed to have a lit-

tle bit of the personalities of each of our previous 

three. During our second year there, I was asked to 

become their first Director of Children’s Ministry. For 

seven years, I loved doing all the things I had felt the 

Lord preparing and calling me to do in my life. I could 

hardly wait to get to work each day. My office was my 

favorite place to pray and create. We had amazing vol-

unteers with awesome gifts that the Lord had given 

them to use. 

It didn’t take long until I discovered the need for 

congregations to have some clarification of what chil-

dren’s ministry really means. I discovered that many 

congregational leaders thought children’s ministry 

consisted only of ordering Sunday School curriculum 

and supplies, getting volunteers to help, and planning 

one event after another. They were not clear on what 

was at the heart of children’s ministry, which is much 

more than finding teachers to teach Sunday School 

and organizing programs. I began to see that only 

when a clear definition of children’s ministry emerged 

would congregations be able to put real value on 

staffing needs and acknowledge the importance of 

providing this ministry. 

Being involved with other Directors of Children’s 

Ministry in a children’s ministry community network 

and watching other church denominations rapidly 

lay off these directors, especially because of finances, 

made it even more evident to me that many churches 

do not understand the value of a gifted and trained 

church worker in this area. Because of this, more re-

sponsibility is put back on pastors whose time is al-

ready stretched thin.

So, the question kept coming to mind, “What is 

children’s ministry?” I had a job description, but it nev-

er clearly defined children’s ministry. After many ex-

periences, research, and digging deep into Scripture, I 

found clues that helped me define children’s ministry 

in a way that satisfied my yearning. It is important not 

only for Directors of Children’s Ministry or Children’s 

Ministry Leaders but also for the congregations they 

serve to understand what children’s ministry is and 

why it is important. Goals can be achieved if the mem-

bers of a congregation and those who serve the Lord 

in children’s ministry have the same expectations, un-

derstanding, and focus.

God provided me various and diverse experienc-

 One of my greatest joys on earth is to 

 hear children proclaim, “I can’t wait to be there!”

Joy Joy
Joy

JoyJoy

Joy

Joy Joy
Joy

Joy Joy
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es in my life. He led me down the paths that He chose 
in order to teach me His ways. He created me and sus-
tained me through many times of testing and trials. He 
seeded me with the passion of sharing His love with 
children and with those who minister to them. There 
have been tears of sorrow and triumphs of success, all 
of which have formed my character in order to glorify 
Him. This He does with all those He loves and who fol-
low as His disciples. 

God has now allowed me 
the time to share Blueprints for 
Children’s Ministry with you. 
One of my greatest joys on 
earth is to hear children pro-
claim, “I can’t wait to be there!” 

Therein lies the inspiration for 
defining and creating these 
Blueprints for Children’s Min-
istry. It is my prayer that this 
book will give you insight and inspiration for building 
within His kingdom for those little ones so precious to 
our dear Savior.
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CHAPTER 1

As we begin to cast a vision for construct-
ing a children’s ministry, we will want to first 
get to know and understand who children are 
and why a congregation will want to provide 
this service. Let’s walk through a typical time-
line of common occurrences and consider 
the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs 
of children as they grow. As we meet these 
little ones, we will discover the importance 
of parents and churches partnering together 
with the Holy Spirit to build a firm foundation 
for children.

God uses a man and woman together to 
begin the very start of a new life. Our heaven-
ly Father values this newly created child, en-
dowed with a soul. He or she is lovingly knit 

together in the secret place inside the mother. The psalmist says it best: “For You formed my 
inward parts; You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise You, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:13–14). In a short amount of time, this baby grows in 
leaps and bounds. Feeling the little one kick and move is a highlight of great proportion. 
Anticipation mounts!

Scripture reveals things about our beginnings. Psalm 51:5 states, “Behold, I was brought 
forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” In Psalm 58:3, we read, “The wicked 
are estranged from the womb; they go astray from birth, speaking lies.” In other words, from 
the moment of conception, we are in need of our Savior! 

Patiently, we wait as the child grows in the womb. God is preparing this little one to 
enter the world outside of his or her mother. Nine months may seem like a long time for 
God to work, especially considering He made the whole world in just six days. Perhaps this 
length of time is not just for the benefit of the baby, but also for the sake of the parents—
giving them ample time to get ready. After all, the mother herself requires the necessary 

Vision for  
Children’s Ministry  
Construction
Who are these little people called “children”?  
Why build a children’s ministry?
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time to grow close and connect in love and care with 

her unseen baby, and the child needs the utmost pro-

tection and nourishment from the mother while he or 

she grows. Even the father requires time to prepare 

his heart and mind. He needs to get used to the idea 

of sharing his wife’s attention, providing for another 

mouth to feed, and giving his love to a new little one. 

In His infinite wisdom, God knows all of this. So, He 

lovingly provides what is needed. After all, this whole 

idea was His!

From apples to alcoholic beverages, everything 

a mother consumes directly affects the development 

of her unborn baby. God has made it possible for His 

little child to also experience its mother’s emotions. 

He or she hears talking, noises, laughter, music, and so 

forth. The little one becomes familiar with the sound 

of voices in the family and others as it grows inside his 

or her mother. When our youngest child was just born, 

he cried so hard. The doctor and nurses could not 

calm him down. Then, my husband, his daddy, walked 

over to where he lay, and said his name followed 

by soothing, fatherly words. Our little one instantly 

stopped crying. It amazed us all. He recognized his 

father’s voice. He felt safe and secure. Isn’t that how 

we feel when we are sad or sick? We want to cry. We 

are afraid and unsure. We need the comfort of hearing 

our heavenly Father’s familiar voice. We hear His voice 

in His Word. This brings us His peace, relief, calmness, 

and a desire to follow Him. The apostle John reminds 

us of our Good Shepherd when he writes, “The sheep 

hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out. When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 

for they know his voice” (John 10:3–4).

The mysteries of the womb go far beyond what 

we know. An unborn fetus, regardless of what the 

world asserts, is a child. Many things influence and 

affect children from the beginning of their existence. 

We stand amazed about John the Baptist being filled 

with the Holy Spirit and leaping for joy in Elizabeth’s 

womb when Jesus’ mother, Mary, came to visit. Record 

of this event is in Luke 1:39–41: “In those days Mary 

arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 

town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechari-

ah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard 

the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb.”

Great rejoicing occurs when a child enters the 

world. Everyone wants to see and hold the infant—so 

cute, so soft, so cuddly, so warm and precious. Peo-

ple want to know the child’s name and weight and 

length. I once heard a story about a child looking at 

a photo album with his mother. The little boy was en-

thralled at seeing pictures of his first moments after 

birth. When his mother told him the date he was born, 

his eyes got so big as he exclaimed, “That’s the same 

day as my birthday!” All the wonderment, discoveries, 

and connections are amazing to watch as a child ex-

plores and learns about the world around him or her.

We find even more joy when the child is “born 

again” (literally from the Greek, “born from above,” 

John 3:3) and enters the kingdom of God at his or her 

Baptism. When children are baptized, new life is theirs, 

and they become our brothers and sisters in Christ—

equal in the sight of God. Christian parents and 

church members follow what it says in Psalm 78:4–7: 

“We will not hide them from their children, but tell to 

the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, 

and His might, and the wonders that He has done. He 

established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law 

in Israel, which He commanded our fathers to teach to 

their children, that the next generation might know 

them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them 

to their children, so that they should set their hope 

in God and not forget the works of God, but keep 

His commandments.” Every child needs to be taught 

what God has done, what He continues to do today, 

His great love for them, and what He expects of them.  

Every child needs a relationship with Jesus. Working 

through Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit creates 

the gift of faith in hearts. Through His Church, the 

Holy Spirit continues to strengthen that faith. That is 

why it is so important for parents and the church to 
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partner together in the life of each child.

God has a great purpose for every child’s life—

no matter how long or short it may be here on earth. 

The Lord has specific plans for them all. Through the 

prophet Jeremiah, God states to His people, “For I 

know the plans I have for you, de-

clares the Lord, plans for welfare 

and not for evil, to give you a fu-

ture and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). 

Children are created to be who 

God created them to be and not 

what the world tries to make them.

It has been said that children 

are like sponges. They soak up 

lots of information around them. 

Everything is new to them, invit-

ing, and ready to be “taken in” to 

their little minds. They are built for 

learning and doing. Their eyes are 

wide open for discovery. They not 

only “soak up” but also mimic ev-

erything they hear and see, including the things they 

hear and see in church. Parents have a necessary role 

in this development. For example, they can help their 

children by showing them how to hold a bulletin, how 

to fold their hands during the Lord’s Prayer, and how 

to give an offering. Children can hum during a hymn 

even if they can’t read the words. Such positive behav-

ior is equally reinforced as the children observe these 

things in fellow worshipers around them.

Thus, children watch people who are close to 

them. As already mentioned, this includes people they 

see at church who interact with them. The relation-

ships children have at church become a prominent 

part of their family circle. It is a wonderful blessing to 

witness congregational members come alongside the 

military mother of four, whose husband is deployed. 

They start up thoughtful conversations with her, as-

sist her with her children in worship, and even walk 

out to the church parking lot to help get those little 

ones buckled up in their car seats. Caring actions like 

these communicate silent messages of love not only 

to the mother but also to her children. 

Interaction with others, new discoveries, trust, 

emotion, motivation, sharing, kindness, and so forth 

are all things to be considered when dealing with a 

child. Remember we were once 

children too. What do you re-

member about how you felt as 

a child? What are some things 

you experienced when you were 

young that have stuck with you 

all your life? Who inspired you? 

Who did you look up to that you 

wanted to emulate? Whose lap 

did you want to crawl up into 

and sit for a while? When did you 

feel most happy? 

Do you remember how you 

were treated as a child? When 

you were hurt, were you shown 

mercy and compassion? (We 

know that “owies” are a big deal for little ones!) If so, 

you probably became a compassionate and caring 

adult. Children will either learn about mercy and 

compassion, or they will learn not to care for others, 

depending upon how they were treated. There are 

many more examples, but the point is the same. How 

people, especially their parents, respond to children 

will be how children respond to others. The way life is 

modeled to a child will be how the child learns to act 

and respond.

A toddler once dropped a cup on the floor. Her 

fatigued father kept picking it up and placing it back 

on her high chair. He became frustrated and sternly 

said, “Why did you drop that on the floor?” The child’s 

mother intervened and asked the father why he was 

so upset. He responded, “It’s common sense that you 

don’t drop a cup on the floor.” This compassionate 

mother had to remind her irritated husband, “Children 

at this age do not have common sense yet. I know it 

is annoying, but she is still learning common sense, 

The relationships  
children have at church  

become a prominent part  

of their family circle.

© iStock
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CHURCHHOME

and this is how children learn. She also knows you will 

keep picking it up for her, so it becomes a game that 

she is playing with you.” 

Kids love to run around in the church building. 

Parents or church members lovingly remind them to 

walk so they don’t fall or knock someone down. These 

two examples of dropping cups and running in halls 

may seem like common sense to us, but children need 

to learn or be reminded of things that are not yet 

common sense to them. Sometimes they forget and 

need a gentle reminder too. This is why manners are 

taught—church manners as well. Children approach 

new discoveries with experimentation to find out in-

formation for future reference and reaction. When in-

teracting with children, just like adults, it is good to be 

a quick forgiver and to be helpful by speaking kindly, 

or as Scripture says, “speaking the truth in love” (Ephe-

sians 4:15). Both a child’s home and church home 

should be safe places for the child to learn, grow, be 

loved, and love. 

Repetition is key for children. It enables them 

to learn and to retain for memory. That’s why young 

children will do things over and over, listen to a song 

repeatedly, and read the same book time and time 

again. Children also learn through play. Parents can 

use these opportunities to teach their children about 

God’s love and His commandments in fun and inter-

active ways. Through play and repetition, this learning 

is deeply impressed on them for the rest of their lives. 

Learning about Jesus through play will help things 

stick with them. An example would be at Christmas 

time. Parents might have their child pretend to be Je-

sus’ mommy (Mary) or daddy (Joseph) and rock the 

baby Jesus (doll). Or they might gather all their child’s 

stuffed animals together and pretend to be Adam, 

naming all the animals that God made. 

This can happen at church as well. If a church pro-

vides a two-year-old Sunday School class with par-

ents, trained volunteer teachers can incorporate play 

into their lessons. It is an added bonus for the child 

to parallel play and learn about God with other chil-

dren. They come to recognize that others their age 

know their best friend, Jesus, too. The parents can also 

glean ideas of things to do and useful words to speak 

with their child as they bring them up in the fear and 

love of God. 

SAFE PLACES

 Both a child’s home and church home should be 
safe places for the child to learn, grow, be loved, and love.
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Parents are instrumental in helping their child 

learn to identify and talk about their emotions. This 

may include the feelings that come with loss. When 

they comfort their child, it helps the child to better 

cope with his or her new experience. The child learns 

that these feelings are normal. Remember that even 

anger is an acceptable emotion, at times. Scripture 

simply warns us to not let our 

anger lead us to sin. Ephe-

sians 4:26–27 says, “Be angry 

and do not sin; do not let the 

sun go down on your anger, 

and give no opportunity to 

the devil.” Loss and anger 

are only two basic emotions. 

Many more emotions exist, 

which provides opportuni-

ties for parents to guide their 

children. Romans 12:15 tells 

us, “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who 

weep.” Here we recognize 

care for others by sharing in 

their emotions. Even happy 

emotions are to be shared 

with each other! What better 

place to experience and learn 

about emotions than in the 

safe environment of the home and the community of 

saints?

It is important to be tender and understanding as 

we care for and interact with children. We can easi-

ly forget how impressionable they are. Impressions 

made on a child will leave a deep imprint! Children 

are down-to-earth and simplistic in their thinking. 

How children think is different from how adults think. 

Therefore, we have to rethink the way we talk, teach, 

and guide them. Introducing a child to a new thought, 

concept, or Bible lesson could be compared to an 

adult traveling to a new country with a different lan-

guage or even visiting another planet without gravity. 

Patience is required. Take your time. Thinking from a 

child’s point of view will help you connect with chil-

dren and enhance their learning. They are simple and 

humble. They are children, not little adults. They think 

differently because they have not yet experienced life 

the way an adult has.

In the Book of Genesis, we read how God tender-

ly molded Adam from the 

dust or clay of the ground. 

Imagine that a child is a 

lump of clay being molded 

just like Adam. In fact, Isa-

iah calls God our potter, ac-

knowledging that we are 

the clay. Clay gets pinched 

and pushed and formed in 

all directions by its potter. 

All the experiences chil-

dren have from the very 

start make up who they 

will become—just like a 

lump of clay is formed into 

a magnificent piece of art. 

If parents, together with 

the church, make good im-

pressions on little children, 

these children will grow 

up with good experiences 

and memories of their nurture in the faith. This can 

strengthen their hearts for God as they will become 

spiritual leaders in the Church and continue making 

disciples of all nations. By God’s grace, these children 

will also raise their children to know God and follow 

Him.

Many parents are exhausted, fearful of being 

judged, and deep down genuinely concerned if they 

are doing the right things for their children. They are 

overwhelmed by their responsibilities of protecting 

their children and supporting them financially. Add 

to this the fact that godly parents are the first faith 

influencers. These responsibilities can easily arouse 

Many parents are exhausted, 

fearful of being judged, and 

deep down genuinely concerned 

if they are doing the right things 

for their children. They are over-

whelmed by their responsibilities 

of protecting their children and  

supporting them financially.
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feelings of anxiety in any parent! The Church is there 

to support and help them trust in God, to partner 

with them in teaching God’s commands to their chil-

dren, and to abundantly encourage them. Everyone 

will then be able to proclaim, “But now, O Lord, You are 

our Father; we are the clay, and You are our potter; we 

are all the work of Your hand” (Isaiah 64:8). Blessed are 

the parents whose congre-

gation partners with them 

to raise their children in the 

faith!

As children continue to 

grow and learn, they may 

develop a good founda-

tion, but they will still need 

their godly parents and lots 

of nurture, guidance, love, 

and support.  Boundaries 

need to be set from early 

on, and discipline needs 

follow-through. Manners, 

compassion, and gener-

osity are both taught and 

modeled. Encouragement needs to be mixed with 

support, understanding, confession, and forgiveness. 

Through the Holy Spirit, children have the desire to 

learn about Jesus, obey Him, love others, and express 

their faith.

Look how Jesus welcomed children in Luke 18:15–

17. “Now they were bringing even infants to Him that 

He might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, 

they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to Him, say-

ing, ‘Let the children come to Me, and do not hinder 

them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I 

say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God like a child shall not enter it.’ ” Again, watch how 

Jesus rejoices in His Father’s will in Luke 10:21: “In that 

same hour He rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I 

thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You 

have hidden these things from the wise and under-

standing and revealed them to little children; yes, Fa-

ther, for such was Your gracious will.’ ” Children are a 

“big deal” in the sight of God. He wants them to come 

to Him!

So, why build a children’s ministry in your congre-

gation? Children of God are a part of the community 

of saints. Our heavenly Father values children, so we 

also should value them. Jesus gave the Great Com-

mission to His Church to 

make disciples of all na-

tions, which includes chil-

dren. We are to lovingly 

obey this command. Chil-

dren’s ministry teaches 

God’s little saints about 

their heavenly Father 

and offers opportunities 

to express and to grow 

in their faith. Children 

are people who are at 

the most impressionable 

stage of their lives. That is 

when the Church has the 

greatest opportunity to 

influence them spiritual-

ly. Let’s not take this lightly!

Children’s ministry helps parents with their re-

sponsibility of building lifelong followers of Jesus. 

The children’s ministry program can provide chil-

dren experiences and situations for learning and 

faith building that parents appreciate. This gives their 

children additional opportunities to learn and grow 

in a faith-focused environment. The congregation 

supports and reiterates the parents’ teaching about 

God and partners with them as a blessing to fami-

lies. Christian families are foundational to the Church 

because families are first to teach of Jesus Christ, our 

faith’s foundation. When the love of Jesus becomes 

the driving force for parents to raise godly children, 

the Church is there to partner with them.

The Church also needs children. Children are 

trusting and unpretentious. When Jesus’ disciples 

Jesus gave the Great Commission 
to His Church to make disciples of all 
nations, which includes children.

So, why build a 

children’s  
ministry  
in your  

congregation?... 
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asked Him who was the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven, Jesus set a little child in their midst. This ac-
count is in chapter eighteen of Matthew: “At that time 
the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who is the great-
est in the kingdom of heaven?’ And calling to Him a 
child, He put him in the midst of them and said, ‘Truly, 
I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child 
in My name receives Me’ ” (vv. 1–5). Jesus warns us not 
to look down upon children. They are precious in His 
sight! Jesus tells us in Matthew 18:10, “See that you 
do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you 
that in heaven their angels always see the face of My 
Father who is in heaven.” Some translations of this 
verse actually use the words “do not look down on.” 
Children are one of the greatest examples of faith. The 
congregation needs them for looking up to as models 
to be “like,” as Jesus acknowledged.

Jesus loves children. I love children. You do, too, 
or you wouldn’t be reading this book. Young ones are 
like tiny tender plants sprouting upward. They need, 
and they give. 

May God work through you and your congrega-
tion to establish, construct, or strengthen your chil-
dren’s ministry!

Children are one of the 

greatest examples of faith. 

The congregation needs them 

for looking up to as models  

to be “like,” as Jesus  

acknowledged.


