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Introduction: A Theological Perspective
God’s inclusive plan is for all who believe. Since the goal for inclusion in the 
Sunday School classroom is to nurture a child’s relationship with Christ, it is 
important to ask: Who is Jesus Christ? 

Who Is Christ?
Christian theology teaches that Jesus is the Second Person of the triune God, 
begotten of the Father from eternity. Christ took on human flesh and char-
acteristics from the moment of conception, which He still carries in eternity. 
Jesus is like us in every way, yet without sin (Hebrews 2:17; 4:15), since He 
did not inherit original sin. He was and is both fully God and fully human, 
and we cannot separate His divinity from His humanity. Yet we know that as 
a human being who possessed divine majesty and power, He did not always 
use that power while He lived among us. He ate, slept, walked, and talked. 
Sometimes, however, He did use the divine power He possessed, as when He 
walked on water, fed the multitudes, raised the dead, or healed people who 
lived with a myriad of physical disabilities.

As true God, Jesus knew all things, including the thoughts of the Pharisees 
who conspired against Him. In His resurrected body, Jesus is now present 
and reigning in heaven; present and reigning in and beyond all created plac-
es, things, and persons; and uniquely present and reigning in the hearts of all 
believers. Moreover, His body and blood are really present in Communion 
with the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. 

Jesus could passionately confront the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the money 
changers in the temple, but He also loved them all, working to help them un-
derstand His purpose, turning critics into Christians. He was able, at twelve, 
to teach the most learned religious teachers of His day, yet He indicates that 
faith is simple enough that little children can “believe in Me” (Matthew 18:6). 
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Faith in Christ 
How much of Christ must we know and understand in order to be saved? We 
are called to “believe in the Lord Jesus, and . . . be saved” (Acts 16:31)—not 
believe about (know content), but believe in (have a faith relationship with 
Jesus the Savior).

Christology, the study of Christ, is a worthy endeavor. Learning theology 
leads to doxology—praise. However, it is comforting to know that the Holy 
Spirit works saving faith in a child with a belief or trust that is as small as 
“a grain of mustard seed” (Matthew 17:20). That faith continues to grow 
throughout a lifetime.

You may not be able to educate all your students in the full contents of 
Christology. But you can continue to share the full spectrum of faith, includ-
ing the simple truth that Jesus died for all, and that, by believing, we “have 
life in His name” (John 20:31). Sharing the broad but simple truths of Christ 
and Christianity is the core of including everyone.

How could I use this resource?
Use the articles individually or in a group.

Study one article at a time, or do a few related ones together. 

Discuss or ponder the opening thought.

Consider how the article impacts teaching the Christian faith. 

Talk about how the content applies to your setting.

Student Needs—Then 
and Now

Section1

And they shall be My people, and I will be their 
God. I will give them one heart and one way, 
that they may fear Me forever, for their own 
good and the good of their children after them.  
Jeremiah 32:38–39
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OPENING 
THOUGHT

Times, and Teaching,  
Have Changed
Lisa Krenz

television. Curriculum has changed as well, reflecting our increased knowl-
edge of meeting the needs of all learners through a variety of learning  
strategies. 

Today, in our country, children with disabilities are provided with an ap-
propriate education, learning alongside other children their age whenever 
possible. Access to buildings, bathrooms, telecommunications, and job 
opportunities are just a few of the guarantees provided by law to people with 
disabilities. 

What is your congregation’s approach to children with special needs? We 
need to have more than just accessible buildings and bathrooms. We need 
accessible hearts and open minds. We need to look for the ways we can make 
things work instead of the reasons why things won’t work for students with 
special needs. Many Sunday Schools employ team teaching and teaching 
aides to assist with students with special needs. All of our children, regard-
less of ability, are better off for these kinds of changes in Sunday School.

THINK ABOUT

• How does your congregation approach children with special needs and 
their families?

• What does it mean to have accessible hearts and open minds?

What are some ways our 
society has changed in the 
past decades?

Review
Even though it doesn’t seem like very long ago, so much about our world has 
changed in the past forty years. Internet, DVDs, and smart phones are just 
a drop in the bucket of changes during these swiftly passing few decades. 
But more important than the ever-expanding world of new technology and 
scientific advances is a change in the way society accepts people who are 
different from the majority. Civil rights legislation paved the way for special 
education legislation in the 1970s and the Americans with Disabilities Act in 
the early 1990s. 

Out of Sight in the Past
If I had been born with a mental or physical disability, my parents would 
have been expected and encouraged to hide me at home or commit me to 
an institution. Parents who chose instead to raise their “handicapped” child 
at home might have had their child turned away by the public schools. I was 
not born with a disability, and I attended schools that were void of chil-
dren who functioned differently than I. I missed something. Children with 
disabilities were regulated to special schools or isolated classrooms. Since 
these terms had not even been coined, children with learning disabilities or 
attention deficit disorder struggled in silence and got no help beyond what 
the creative teacher could do alone. 

Churches were not much different. In those churches where children with 
disabilities were welcomed, they were typically segregated, placed in classes 
apart from everyone else. 

A Common Sight Today
The world has changed since I pinned on my first Sunday School pin. 
Children today regularly have classmates—both in school and in Sunday 
School—with a wide variety of special needs. Children with special needs  
are frequently seen in all locations and activities, including advertising or 
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OPENING 
THOUGHT

Kids Today . . . 
Lisa Krenz

How good were the good old days?
Perhaps the “good old days” weren’t always so good. The model students—
sitting quietly with hands folded in rows of desks—if they ever existed, may 
not have learned much. Yes, kids today are different in some ways, and so are 
we. Yet some things remain the same. Children still need to know this Jesus 
who loves them and died and rose again for their salvation. As a favorite 
children’s song reminds us: “Jesus loves the little children, All the children of 
the world.” By God’s grace, may that never change!

THINK ABOUT

• How has childhood changed in recent years? How has it remained the 
same? 

• How can you teach students in ways that use all their senses?

• What are some concepts your students may need help understanding?

Are children growing up 
today different than the 
children of previous genera-
tions? Why or why not? 

Review
“Kids today, humph! Life’s not like it was when I was young.” We’ve all heard 
that lament. And it’s true! The lives of children today are different from those 
of previous generations—more media options, less clear lines of authority, 
more day care, less time just to be kids, and on and on. Recent studies show 
that girls are reaching puberty at an earlier age. The incidence of special 
needs like attention deficit disorder, learning disabilities, and autism is on 
the rise. It seems the world of child development gets more complex all the 
time. 

But let’s look at the flip side of the coin. Much is still the same about children.

They are still children.
While children may be exposed to more, we must not be fooled into think-
ing that they are able to process the input or can function on the same level 
as adults. While today’s children may appear to be more mature physically, 
they can’t think on a true abstract level until they are at least 11 years old. 
A child with exceptional learning needs may not achieve abstract thinking 
until an even older age. 

How children learn remains the same.
Children still learn best when they use all their senses. They still need to 
touch things, experiment with the world around them, and experience 
things firsthand. The human brain still loves music, rhythm, and rhyme. 
Children still don’t learn things the first time. 

Since much of Christian education is abstract, children still need guided ex-
periences to move from the concrete to the abstract, starting with the known 
and moving to the unknown. We can’t expect young children to make cog-
nitive jumps. When we ask students to think and learn beyond their stage of 
development, we invite discipline problems or diminished learning.


