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Answer Keys for Old Testament  
First Period Study Pages

1. The Creation
 1. Bring into existence.
 2. D, F, B, C, A, E.
 3. Check “They knew God . . .” and “They were holy and righteous.”
 4. Each day, believers can honor God in what they do and say; they can read, study, and meditate on 

God’s Word.
 5. The Sabbath is a day of rest; it points to Jesus, who is our rest. When believers take time to worship on 

Sunday, it is a reminder of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on that day of the week.
 6. Christians should attempt to understand all the ideas that scientists propose to help them understand 

the earth that God created. As they study, Christians affirm that God’s Word describes the origin of 
the earth in six days; God created everything in the universe at the beginning of time by the power 
of His Word. Studying God’s creation to help others praise the Creator and to use the earth and its 
resources in God-pleasing ways is another way to praise God. Christians also acknowledge that any 
attempt to explain the origins of the earth without recognizing God’s action in creating the world is 
unbiblical and therefore wrong.

 7. God created the universe using the power of His Word. God created Adam, the first man, from the 
dust of the earth and breathed life into him. God created Eve, the first woman, by using a rib from 
Adam. God has given us no further details of His miraculous creative work.

 8. Find opportunities to have your students share their devotions and hymn verses with the class and the 
congregation. Encourage your students to point out the glories of God in the creation around them and 
to praise Him for His continuing provision for our needs (Psalm 104:27) and for His greatness.

2. Adam and Eve in Paradise
 1. God created light, the luminous bodies, and other living things using the power of His Word. He cre-

ated people, Adam and Eve, by shaping Adam from the dust of the ground and breathing life into him 
and by using Adam’s rib to create Eve. Both Adam and Eve were created in God’s image, holy (sinless) 
and immortal.

 2. Encourage your students to grow in appreciation of the great gift that God has given to them in their 
bodies. Point out the intricacies of the eye or the ear, for example. Note the wonderful workings of 
the brain. Give examples of the many wonderful things that your students can do with their bodies. 
Encourage them to thank God for their bodies and to take care of these blessings.

 3. Immortal means “exempt from death.” Our souls will live into eternity.
 4. Dies; see God.
 5. God prepared a special garden, the Garden of Eden, for them to live in.
 6. As Christ loved the Church and gave His life to save it, so the husband should love his wife. As the 

Church respects and honors Christ, so wives should respect and honor their husbands. Husbands and 
wives should love each other, as Christ loves the Church.

 7. God placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden to test whether Adam and Eve would 
choose to be obedient to His Word. Without this choice, they would have had no choice but to honor 
God.
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 8. Encourage your students to note the joys of heaven that were present in the garden: God dwells there; 
causes for tears are absent, as is death; believers enjoy an intimate relationship with God. Provide the 
opportunity for students to discuss their essays. Use the discussion as an opportunity to discuss the 
joys of living with God and the joys of heaven.

3. The Fall into Sin
 1. Satan, in the form of a serpent, led Adam and Eve into sin.
 2. Eve doubted and disobeyed God’s Word.
 3. The devil said the benefit would be that she would be like God; she would know good from evil and 

thus be independent of God (Genesis 3:5).
 4. Both were ashamed of themselves and afraid of God (Genesis 3:10).
 5. Jesus, the Messiah, is Eve’s offspring who will crush the devil (Romans 16:20).
 6. The Son came to destroy the devil’s work.
 7. Christ suffered to “redeem me, a lost and condemned person.”
 8. Adam had been created from the dust of the ground; when he died, his body decayed and became 

dust. The bodies of all who die decay.
 9. In mercy, God provided clothing for them. He also prevented them from living apart from Him for-

ever. Of course, God had already promised them a Savior.
 10. God sent His only Son, Jesus, as our Savior from sin. Encourage your students to show this message 

clearly in their posters. Display the posters prominently so the message of salvation will benefit others.

4. Cain and Abel
 1. Her words indicate that she believed that Cain was the “man” she had “received . . . with the help of 

the Lord,” the Savior that God had promised.
 2. Cain did not make his offering with a believing heart; evidently he was angry at having to make this 

offering (Genesis 4:5).
 3. God warned him about the devil crouching at his door; He assured Cain that his offering would be 

accepted if he were doing the right thing.
 4. We are our brother’s keeper in the sense that Christians, in response to God’s care for them in Jesus, 

look for ways to care for other people who need help. This is especially true in terms of bringing the 
Good News of the Gospel to all people. In addition, Christians seek to honor and protect the person, 
good name, and property of others (see Luther’s Small Catechism, explanations of commandments 
4–10).

 5. The ground would no longer give good crops to Cain, and he would be a restless wanderer. In addi-
tion, Cain thought he would be away from God’s presence (Genesis 4:14).

 6. Cain was sorry for himself (self-pity); he was unrepentant.
 7. These sins originate in the heart. God is warning us about the dire consequences of these sins.
 8. God’s cure for these sins is that Jesus would bear our sins on the cross so that we could live in righ-

teousness.

5. From Adam to Noah
 1. When God named things that He created, He was showing that these created things belonged to Him 

and that they had a special relationship to Him as His creation. He named day and night, the sky and 
land (Genesis 1:5, 8, 10). By calling Adam and Eve “Man” (Genesis 5:2), God was indicating to them 
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that they were special to Him also. To us who read this divine Word, God is indicating that all human 
beings are special to Him. Today we might use the terms mankind, human beings, or people in place 
of “Man.” God’s term here has no reference to the sex of a person, nor does it indicate a preference for 
one gender or the other.

 2. Seth was born in Adam’s likeness. Scripture mentions this in order to contrast this with the fact that 
Adam had been created in God’s likeness. God created people in His own perfect image. Adam had a 
son who was like himself, an imperfect, sinful person.

 3. In the eyes of Adam and Eve, Seth was a substitute for Abel, who had been killed by Cain. Another 
possible meaning for Seth is “granted.” Seth was given to Adam and Eve, just as Cain and Abel had 
been granted to them.

 4. Adam, 930; Seth, 912; Enosh, 905; Kenan, 910; Mahalalel, 895; Jared, 962; Enoch, 365; Methuselah, 
969; Lamech, 777; Noah, 950 (Genesis 9:29).

 5. Enoch is different from the others in that he did not die. Scripture says “he was not, for God took him” 
(Genesis 5:24).

 6. Lamech said that Noah would bring comfort to those who worked hard making a living and who were 
living under the curse God had placed on the ground.

 7. Some ideas that your students should express in their essays are as follows: All three of these men, 
Abel, Enoch, and Noah, trusted in God; their faith commended them to God and made them righ-
teous before Him. Because it was offered in faith, Abel’s offering was pleasing to God. When He saw 
Enoch’s faith, God chose to “take him” rather than have him experience death. Trusting in God’s faith-
fulness, Noah built an ark even though there was no need for an ark visible to him at that time; his 
faith condemned the world and made him an heir of righteousness. Their actions were proof of their 
faith; they all lived by faith (Hebrews 10:38). The faith of these three was a product of the Holy Spirit’s 
work (Hebrews 10:15–16).

6. The Flood
 1. The majority of the people lived wickedly, contrary to God’s will. Even the motivations of their hearts 

were wicked.
 2. Long-suffering.
 3. The ark was to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.
 4. The following are some suggested answers: Noah obeyed God by building the ark, by bringing animals 

into the ark, and by bringing his family into the ark, all according to God’s directions.
 5. In God’s eyes, the people on earth were corrupt and violent. He sent the flood to put an end to this 

situation.
 6. God says to us, “Live according to My gracious promises. Obey My Word, and you will be blessed.” 

God is not promising material blessings here; He is assuring us of His continuing care and forgiveness 
in Jesus.

 7. Noah built an altar to thank and praise God for His protection. He was placing himself under God’s 
care.

 8. God promised that He would never again curse the ground because of people and that He would 
never again destroy all living creatures.

 9. The rainbow reminds us of God’s promise to never again destroy all living things with a flood.
 10. The waters of Baptism save us. The floodwaters that saved Noah and his family symbolize Baptism. 

Discuss the charts your students make.
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7. The Curse of Canaan and the Tower of Babel
 1. Shem, Ham, Japheth.
 2. Noah drank to excess and became drunk.
 3. Ham, Noah’s son, was the father of Canaan, whose descendants in Scripture are known as the Canaan-

ites.
 4. Ham evidently treated his father’s drunkenness as something to be laughed at, while his brothers 

acted to cover up his immodesty and honor his person. As punishment, Ham and his descendants, 
including his son Canaan, were to be slaves to the descendants of his two brothers, Shem and Japheth.

 5. They walked backward into the tent when they went in to cover their father with a garment.
 6. Jesus was born in Shem’s family; one of Shem’s descendants was Abram.
 7. God gave Shem and his family the promise of a Savior; the special honor given to this family was that 

the Savior would be born in this family.
 8. Peter advises us to “clothe ourselves with humility” and not to lord it over others, but to serve by fol-

lowing the example of a faithful shepherd.
 9. God made them all speak different languages so they couldn’t readily communicate with one another.
 10. Provide the opportunity for your students to discuss the statement. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 

gave the disciples the ability to speak various languages so that the Good News of the Savior’s birth, 
death, and resurrection could be proclaimed to many people. This action of the Holy Spirit, while not 
completely removing the barrier to communication that the existence of various languages erects, did 
enable the disciples to communicate with people from many language groups. This action of the Holy 
Spirit also looked ahead to the heavenly kingdom, where people of every nation and language will be 
present.
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