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Being a parent can be one of life’s greatest joys. But it also brings 

with it a set of awesome responsibilities and challenges. Unfortu-

nately, parenting seems to demand so much from us at just the 

time of life when so much else demands heavily of our time, efforts, and 

creative energies.  

Spending time with your child read-
ing, hearing, and discussing God’s Word 
brings big results. We are reminded in 
1 Timothy 4:8 that “while bodily training 
is of some value, godliness is of value 
in every way, as it holds promise for the 
present life and also for the life to come.” 

We train our children in godliness 
when we introduce them to Jesus, our 
Savior and theirs, and when we talk to 
them in a natural, conversational way 
about spiritual things. Training children 
in godliness is not beyond the reach of 
anyone wanting to be a good parent. 
Reading and discussing God’s Word 
together as a family can be an important 
part of growing together as a family. 

This book has been especially de-
signed to help you spend time with God 
as a family each day. It provides a series 
of devotions for families with growing 
children.  

The devotions in this book are orga-
nized in two groupings. The first set of 
devotions answers questions about the 
Christian faith and what it means to live 
for Jesus while referencing Bible stories 
presented in chronological order. The 
second set provides devotions for special 
times, such as holidays or when experi-
encing life events such as the birth of a 
sibling or the death of a family member 
or pet (see the index in the back of the 
book). 

You may choose to go through the 
devotions in this book two or more times. 
The first time, you may read and discuss 
the Bible story. The second time, you may 
want to read and reflect on the devotion. 
Or you may choose to do a combination 
of both. Be sure to draw attention to the 
Bible words and corresponding Christian 
teaching found on each two-page spread.

The important thing is to spend time 
together in talking about God and what 
He tells us in His Word. Feel free to read 
all or only portions of these devotions as 
time allows. 

Close with a short prayer. Remember 
to keep devotion and prayer time short, 
as young children have very short atten-
tion spans. Watch your children for clues 
that will be helpful in pacing the devo-
tion time.

Your role will be to read from God’s 
Word and the devotion and lead the 
discussion. Share what Jesus means to 
you. Tell your children stories from your 
life or the lives of others in your family 
to help them understand God’s saving, 
forgiving power as it has come down 
through all generations.

Trust in God as you lead family devo-
tion time. Through His Word, God Him-
self will do the teaching; He promises to 
work the results. Isaiah 54:13 reminds us,  
“All your children shall be taught by the 
Lord, and great shall be the peace of  
your children.”

Preface
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L
ong ago, God sent His Son to earth to save 
all people from their sins. God named His 

Son Jesus. Jesus was born in a tiny town 

called Bethlehem, but He grew up in the 

home of His parents, Mary and Joseph, in the 

town of Nazareth. When Jesus was a young man, 

He gathered around Him a group of followers. 

These followers were called disciples. There were 

twelve of them, and their names were Peter, 

Andrew, James the son of Zebedee, John, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James the son 

of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and 

Judas Iscariot.

Jesus Has the Words of Eternal Life          John 6:66–69

have a last name, the name of 
our family. Not only do people 
have names, but animals and 
plants have names too. There 
are also many names for God.

Jesus is God. He is often 
called by two names: Jesus 
Christ. Jesus means “Savior.” 
Jesus came to save all people 
from their sins. Christ means 
“promised one.” Jesus was 
promised to Adam and Eve 
shortly after they listened to 

Thank You, dear Savior, for making me Your child by 

taking away my sins. Thank You for the privilege of 

being a Christian, a member of Your family in faith. 

Keep me in the faith and help me always to live for 

You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. }}

Jesus taught many things. Some of the things 

He taught were hard to understand. Some of 

those who heard Jesus’ teachings turned away. 

They no longer wanted to follow Him. Jesus asked 

His twelve disciples, “Do you want to go away as 

well?” Peter, one of the twelve, answered Him, 

“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words 

of eternal life, and we have believed, and have 

come to know, that You are the Holy One of God.” 

By these words, Peter showed that he believed in 

Jesus as the Son of God and Savior of the world. 

Today, those who believe in Jesus as Peter did are 

His disciples too.

Boys and girls sometimes 
said Wilson Taylor was lucky. 

“Wilson, you have two last 
names!” they said. In the same 
neighborhood, there lived the 
Tim family. The boys and girls 
in the neighborhood said Andy 
Tim was lucky too. “Andy, you 
have two first names!” they 
said.

Most of us have two names. 
We have our first name, the 
name our parents gave us 
when we were born. And we 

the devil and sinned by dis-
obeying God.

People who know and believe 
in Jesus as their Savior and 
follow Him are called Christians. 
If you believe in Jesus as your 
Savior, that’s a name that you 
can be called as well. 

Talk about it: What other 

names do we have because of 

Jesus? (Christian, child of God, 

disciple, believer)

What does it mean to be a Christian?

Who Are You? / Isaiah 43:1

But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name,  
He gave the right to become children of God.  John 1:12

9
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Caleb loved family holiday 
dinners. Everybody got 

together around the big dining 
room table. Lots of talk and 
teasing went on over a big 
meal. His grandparents told 
stories about when his mom 
and dad were little. His aunts 
and uncles told about the fun 
they had together as kids.

Caleb and his cousins knew 
most of the stories by heart. 
Still, they were eager to hear 
them again and again. “Grand-
pa,” Caleb begged, “tell about 
the time Dad climbed the tree 
and couldn’t get down.” And 
Grandpa would smile, lean back 
in his chair, and begin the story 
once more.

The Bible tells the story of 
God’s family. It tells how God 
created us and made us His 
own. It contains stories about 
people depending on God to 
send a Savior. Noah, Joseph, 
and Daniel are just a few. Know-
ing how God kept them strong 
gives us courage.

The Bible tells us God’s plan 
and promises. Even when 
mankind fell into sin, God loved 
us. He sent Jesus to take the 
punishment for us by dying 
on a cross. Jesus’ death and 
resurrection give us eternal life. 
That’s a story worth knowing!

Prayer: Lord God, let me never get tired of reading, 

studying, and learning Your Word. Amen.

John was one of Jesus’ followers. As a disci-

ple of Jesus, John followed Jesus and learned 

from Him. When soldiers took Jesus to die 

on the cross for the sins of the world, John 

stood at the foot of the cross together with Jesus’ 

mother. After Jesus died, His followers placed His 

body into a tomb. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. He 

came back to life. After Jesus rose from the dead, 

John came to see the empty tomb. Later, John 

was together with the other disciples when Jesus 

appeared before them. Finally, John was present 

when Jesus ascended, rising up from the earth to 

go into heaven.

Years later, John wrote down all that hap-

pened. He wrote that Jesus is God, who created 

the world. He wrote about what Jesus taught 

about God’s love and the people He healed when 

John Writes about Jesus    John 20:30–31

The Story of God, the Story of Us / 2 Timothy 3:15

Keeping these stories in our 
hearts helps us remember that 
we are God’s family. And we 
can share our family stories 
with others. That will remind 
believers of God’s saving power. 
It will show unbelievers what 
God has done for us and for all 
people. If we tell the stories, 
everyone can know God’s love 
and salvation. 

Talk about it: What is one of 
your favorite Bible stories? 
(Possibilities include Noah and 
the flood, Joseph’s colorful 
coat, Daniel in the lions’ den, 
the good Samaritan, and the 
resurrection.)

He walked the earth. John wrote about Jesus 

suffering and dying and rising again from the 

dead to pay for your sins and my sins and the 

sins of all people. John wrote many words, but 

John didn’t write on His own. John wrote the 

very words God gave Him to write. John said this 

about the words he wrote: “These are written so 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in His name.”

The Bible is made up of sixty-six separate 

writings. John’s writings and those of many other 

people are found in the Bible. Still, all the words 

in the Bible are really the words of God, because 

God told all the writers of the Bible the words to 

write. The Bible has one main message: Jesus is 

the Son of God and Savior of the world. }}

But these are written so 
that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son 

of God.  John 20:31

Where do we learn about Jesus?
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God Creates the World and Us   Genesis 1:1—2:3

N
othing. Nothing at all. God made heaven 

and earth from nothing. It was very dark, 

so God made light. He called the light 

“day.” The dark was “night.” This was the 

first day and night!

God was busy the second day too. Water was 

everywhere, so God made the sky. It was pretty 

and blue. What would God make on the third 

day?

God made dry ground. He called the dry 

ground “land.” He called the water “seas.” Then 

God made plants for the land.

Now it was day four. God made lights for the 

sky. The sun would give light to the earth and 

make flowers grow. God also placed stars and the 

moon in the sky. 

God made water animals and sky animals 

next. On day five, God made so much to enjoy.

More animals! God made more animals to live 

on the land. God made them all on day six. And 

He did more! God made people in a special way. 

First, God made Adam, forming him out of the 

dust of the ground. Then, later, God caused Adam 

to fall asleep. God took a rib from Adam, and 

from this rib, God made Eve. Adam and Eve were 

the first people on the earth. God put them in 

charge of all He made. They were happy. All the 

animals were friendly. God made everything very 

good.

God rested on day seven. The work was done! 

Our God is great!

God made a wonderful, beautiful world. Even 

though it is no longer as wonderful as it was 

before the coming of sin, God’s creation is still 

awesome and amazing. God still loves everything 

He has made. Soon after the first sin entered the 

world, God promised to send His only Son to save 

all people and to earn forgiveness for their sins.

Work of Art / Psalm 33:6–9

Have you ever been to an 
art museum? If so, you’ve 

probably noticed all the dif-
ferent types of art on display. 
Some paintings are incredibly 
detailed, while others appear to 
be no more than paint splatters 
on a canvas. Some use many 
colors; some use few colors. 
Sculptures can be marble, clay, 
granite, or even papier-mâché. 
All the different types and 
styles of art make going to the 
art museum fun and unique. 
The variety keeps the museum 
from getting boring.

You could say that God is the 
best, most famous artist there 

ever was. He created the beauty 
of the earth, the sea, and the 
sky. He spoke into being the 
sun, moon, and all the planets. 
He molded Adam from the 
dust of the ground, and then 
he sculpted Eve from Adam’s 
rib bone. Every person who has 
ever existed belongs to God. 
Even before we are born, God 
knows us. Not only does He 
know us, but He also has a plan 
and purpose for our lives.

Look at all the people around 
you. You may not like everyone 
you meet. But God loves every 
one of the people He has made. 
He sent His beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to die for all humankind, 
so that we might have victory 
over sin and the gift of eternal 
life.

The art gallery of life is filled 
with living masterpieces, 
created and re-created by God 
Himself, and you are one of the 
most beautiful masterpieces of 
all! 

Talk about it: How are you 
special and wonderfully made? 
What are some unique features 
that God gave you?

Heavenly Father, what a wonderful, beautiful world You 

have made! Be with me as I experience Your creation, 

especially all the people around me. Thank You for Your 

love and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. Amen. }}

Why is God called the “Maker of heaven 
and earth”?

13
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G
od made the world and everything in it. 
He took only six days to do it! He made 
the earth, sky, and water. He made ev-
ery plant and animal. He made the first 

people. God formed a man named Adam from the 
dust of the ground. Adam named all the animals. 
None of the animals were made like Adam. He 
was lonely, so God made a woman named Eve to 
live with Adam. They lived in a beautiful garden 
called Eden. Adam and Eve were happy in the 
garden. They took care of the plants and animals. 

Adam and Eve loved God. They loved each other.
God gave Adam and Eve one rule: not to eat 

fruit from the tree in the center of the garden. 
God said, “Do not eat from it or you will die.” We 
call the things God wants us to do God’s Law.

One day, the devil came to Eve in the shape of 
a snake. He told Eve not to believe God. He told 
her the fruit would make her be like God. Eve 

listened to the snake. She disobeyed God and 
sinned. She ate the fruit and gave some to Adam. 
He ate it and sinned too. This was the first sin. 
Adam and Eve suddenly became aware that they 
had done wrong; they tried to hide from God.  
Forever after that first sin, when they and all 
people measured themselves against the expec-
tations of God’s Law, they would find themselves 
lacking and imperfect.

But God does not leave us in our sin. When we 
repent, He showers us with the forgiveness and 
salvation Jesus earned for us by keeping God’s 
Law perfectly in our place and by taking upon 
Himself the punishment we deserved.

Now, as His forgiven people, we look upon 
God’s Law in yet another way. We desire to 
do God’s will and allow God’s will to guide us 
through the new life God has given us—a life 

lived for Him.

Night Hike / Psalm 119:105

Barbara and her friends were 
fully prepared for their hike 

through the forest. At the last 
minute, they decided to throw 
a few flashlights in their back-
packs. They didn’t think they’d 
need them. It was only mid-
afternoon, and the path they 
had chosen wasn’t supposed 
to take more than a few hours. 
But the flashlights were easy to 
carry, and it wouldn’t hurt to 
bring them just in case.

The path led the three friends 
along a gurgling mountain 
stream. The thick, tall trees 
surrounded them, and they fol-
lowed the trail to rocky ledges 
and up and down steep slopes.

The bright sun began to 
descend, and after walking for 
a couple hours, Barbara and her 
friends realized they would not 
get back to their camp before 
sunset. They didn’t want to 

be caught in the forest after 
dark. The three walked a little 
faster now, as the forest around 
them began to fade into the 
shadows. 

But then they turned on 
their flashlights. The flashlights 
guided the three friends over 
fallen tree limbs and around 
holes. By their light, Barbara 
and her friends avoided run-
ning into boulders or falling off 
the side of a ledge. And eventu-
ally, they made it back to the 
safety of the camp. Thank You, 
God, for flashlights!

God’s Ten Commandments, 
also known as “the Law,” act 
like a flashlight in a darkened 
forest. With God’s Law guid-
ing us, we can clearly see the 
tricks and temptations Satan 
hopes will make us fall. The Law 
teaches us how to live a life that 
is pleasing to God.

But because we are sinful, 
Satan often succeeds in  

tripping us up. Absolutely no 
one can live according to the 
Law. It’s as certain as night  
follows day that we all sin. In 
fact, the Bible often uses dark-
ness as a description for sin. 
We are all sinners. So God sent 
His one and only Son to die on 
the cross so that we could be 
forgiven. The Law shows us that 
we need Jesus. We can rejoice 
because He gladly gives us His 
love and forgiveness! No matter 
how far off the path Satan tries 
to lead us, we can be certain 
that our Savior will take us home  
to heaven. 

Talk about it: Why do all people 
need Jesus? How did Jesus save 
us? While the Law acts like a 
flashlight or “guide,” it also acts 
as a “curb” to keep order in the 
world and as a “mirror” to show 
us our sin. Even though Jesus 
forgives us when we break the 
Law, why is it still important to 
learn about the Law?

Dear Father, when Satan tries to trip us with temptations, 

help us follow the path lit for us by Your Word. Amen.

Through the law comes the knowledge of sin.  Romans 3:20

}}
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What does God’s Law show us?

Adam and Eve Sin    Genesis 2–3
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Sin—What is sin?

pleased with an offering he made, though God 
had been pleased with Abel’s offering. In jealous 
hatred, one day in the field, Cain killed Abel.

God told Cain that because of his sin the 
ground would no longer produce crops abun-
dantly for him, and he would be forced to wander 
on the earth. But God also showed His mercy by 
placing a special mark on Cain so that no one 
would harm him.

The first sin of Adam and Eve was followed by 
many others, including hatred and murder. All 
people do wrong things. But God did not want 
people to remain forever lost in sin. He sent Jesus 
to earn forgiveness for all sins, including the sins 

of hatred and murder.

Sin—Original and Actual  / 1 John 3:8

What’s the smallest insect 
you can think of? Have 

you ever heard of a no-see-um? 
A no-see-um is a pesky fly 
that’s barely the size of a tiny 
freckle. How can something 
that’s nearly invisible be pesky? 
No-see-ums bite. And they 
bite hard. No-see-ums can be 
around at beach parties and 
campouts and go unnoticed 
until you feel their sharp and 
painful bite. The only way to 
escape is to leave the area.

“No-see-um” is a good name 
for the devil. He goes unno-
ticed, tempting here and there. 
He lurks in schools and tempts 
students to cheat on tests. He 
prowls around homes and sug-
gests that family members lie 
to one another. He sneaks into 

our very thoughts and suggests 
that wrong is right and right is 
wrong.

The devil tempted Adam and 
Eve many years ago. You know 
the story. God forbade Adam 
and Eve from eating the fruit, 
but they ate it anyway. They 
sinned. All people since that 
moment have been born with a 
sinful condition called original 
sin. There is no escape from 
original sin; we all suffer from it. 
It is part of who we are, in our 
original human condition.

In addition to this, we also 
commit actual sins on a regular 
basis. For example, we might 
envy others, and our envy can 
turn to hatred. If we allow our 
envy and hatred to continue 
unchecked, as it did when Cain 

killed Abel, worse and worse 
sins can result. All sin discon-
nects us from God. The no-see-
um devil bites hard, tempting 
us, hoping to separate us from 
God—and he often succeeds.

But God doesn’t leave us 
without help. He comes to us 
in His Word and in the Sacra-
ments of Holy Baptism and the 
Lord’ Supper. He promises to 
help us withstand temptation. 
He changes us into children of 
God.  

Talk about it: The devotion 
mentions two different kinds of 
sin: original and actual. What 
is the difference between these 
two kinds of sin? Who helps us 
with our problem of sin? What 
help does He provide?

Prayer: Our Father, give us strength to resist  

and overcome temptation. Forgive our sins  

for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all sinned.  Romans 5:12

Cain Kills His Brother    Genesis 4

A
dam and Eve were the first people. 
They lived holy lives and were at peace 
with God and with each other. Then 
they listened to the serpent’s lies and 

disobeyed God. This was the first sin, and things 
were never the same again. Adam and Eve were 
no longer holy. They no longer were at peace with 
God or with each other. But God still loved Adam 
and Eve, and He promised to send a Savior to take 
away their sin.

When Eve gave birth to her son Cain, she 
wondered whether Cain was the promised Savior. 
Then Eve had another boy, Abel. When the boys 
grew up, Cain raised crops, and Abel herded 
sheep. Cain became angry because God was not }}

17
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On Sunday morning at the 
beginning of summer va-

cation, Jake got up on time and 
got ready for church. He was 
happy about going to worship 
God with other Christians. Jake 
felt that he was growing and 
learning and was ready to pay 
better attention in church.

To his surprise, he saw Abby 
and Jo at church. They were 
visiting Abby’s grandparents. 
While they chatted about last 
year’s VBS camp, it was almost 
like being back there. Then Jake 
remembered what his teacher 
had said about how good-bye 
isn’t a final farewell for Chris-
tians, but it means going with 
God, knowing that we’ll see 
other Christians later. It was 
true!

That afternoon, Jake went to 
a birthday party. He couldn’t 
believe his eyes. Kyle was there! 
Jake had met Kyle recently 
at Sunday School. Kyle’s dad 
worked with Jake’s dad. They 
had fun swimming and made 
up a game like water polo.  
The day flew by.

When Jake got home, he told 
his dad he felt different—al-
most like he was starting all 
over. He felt like a new person 
because he had lots of new 
friends who really cared about 
him. These new friends also 
loved Jesus and shared many  
of his values.

 Jake’s dad said there is even 
more good news. God makes 
each person new in Baptism, 
allowing us to live a new life 
in Christ each day. Jake’s dad 
then reminded him that VBS 
started on Monday. At first, Jake 
thought he was too old for VBS. 
He had begged his dad not to 
make him go. Now, Jake looked 
forward to making more new 
Christian friends. In Christ, all 
things are new—even the way 
we see others—as we live with 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Talk about it: Describe how it 
feels to be new in Christ.

What is the new man? How is this new 
man to emerge and arise in Baptism?

A
dam and Eve had children. Their children 

had children. Soon, the world was filled 

with people. The people were very wick-

ed. God was very sad that He had made 

people. He decided to rid the world of the wicked 

people. But God loved Noah, and Noah loved God. 

God told Noah to build a big boat called an ark. 

God would save Noah and his family.

God brought animals into the ark. He brought 

at least two of every kind. Then Noah went into 

the boat. Noah’s wife, their three sons, and their 

sons’ wives also went into the boat. God closed 

the door to the ark. Then God sent rain. It rained 

and rained and rained. At last, the entire earth 

was covered with water. All the animals and 

people outside of the ark died. But the animals 

and people inside the ark did not die. God kept 

them safe. 

Then God caused the wind to blow. The waters 

dried up. The ark came to rest on the top of a 

mountain. The animals and people left the ark. 

Noah built an altar. He worshiped and praised 

God. God placed a rainbow in the sky. The rain-

bow reminds us of God’s love and promises.

When God dried the earth, Noah and the ani-

mals came out of the ark. They entered a brand-

new world, a world cleaned by God with the 

waters of the flood. The great flood can remind 

us of our Baptism. In Baptism, God drowns our 

old sinful nature and calls us into a new life as 

people of God. Baptism makes us new people and 

calls us into a new life—a new life in Jesus.

Brand New / 2 Corinthians 5:17

Prayer: Dear God, thanks for making me new in Christ 

Jesus through Baptism. Give me Your Spirit’s power 

so that I might see today’s activities with new eyes. 

Amen. }}

Unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom  

of God. John 3:5

God Saves Noah in the Ark      Genesis 6–8 
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}}

What happens when we follow our own way 
instead of God’s way?

A
fter the world’s great flood, Noah’s 
children had many children, and these 
children had many children, until the 
world had many people once again. At 

this time, all the people in the world spoke one 

language. The people traveled east until they 

found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they 

stayed there.

They said, “Let’s make bricks and build a city 

and a tower whose top will reach to the heavens; 

and let’s make a name for ourselves in this place 

rather than spreading out all over the world.”

God knew the proud and wicked plans of the 

people. He said, “The people are united with 

one language, and they have wicked, prideful 

plans. Let Us give them many languages so that 

they will not understand one another.” And so 

it happened that work on the tower and the city 

stopped, and the people spread out over all the 

earth. The place where God caused the people to 

speak many languages became known as Babel.

Doing It His Way / Isaiah 55:6–9

It was a windy fall day. 
Marty fingered his rake as he 

watched the last of the leaves 
float onto the brownish lawn. 
His father had told him to rake 
the leaves in the direction the 
wind was blowing and had left 
him a pair of gloves. But Marty 
didn’t need anyone else to do 
his thinking for him. He decided 
to rake the leaves the other 
way—against the wind. And 
gloves were for sissies!

For an hour, Marty raked furi-
ously. He had built a large pile 
of leaves, but many more had 
escaped his rake in the steady 
wind. As Marty walked into the 
garage to get bags to hold his 
pile of leaves, he noticed the 
large blisters that were forming 
on his hands. One had already 

broken and stung quite a lot. 
Marty began to regret doing 
things his own way.

“I want to do it my way.” 
How often have we heard—or 
said—those words? In the 
Garden of Eden, Adam and 
Eve wanted to do things their 
way. Later, the world was filled 
with so much wickedness and 
people doing whatever they 
wanted that God destroyed 
everything except for Noah, 
his family, and the animals 
with them in the ark. Later still, 
God commanded the people 
to spread out over the earth. 
But they wanted to do things 
their own way instead. Instead 
of obeying God, they set out 
to build a tall tower to make a 
name for themselves.

People wanting to do things 
their own way did not stop with 
the tower of Babel. We want to 
do things our own way today 
too. Whenever we do things 
motivated by our selfishness, 
we sin. We reject God’s way of 
doing things.

But God had a plan to make 
His way our way again. He sent 
His Son as our Savior. Jesus 
lived His life God’s way. He 
didn’t sin, even though He was 
tempted many times. He paid 
for our sins—all the times we 
have gone against God’s way—
on the cross. He made us right 
in God’s eyes. And for eternity, 
God’s way will be our way. 

Talk about it: What happens 
when we do things our own 
way? How does God make His 
way our way?

Prayer: Help us remember Your way in everything 

we do, Lord. Guide us by Your Spirit so that the 

way we choose may be pleasing to You. Amen.

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him,  
and He will act.  Psalm 37:5

The Tower of Babel    Genesis 11:1–9
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