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Although much about worship seems similar throughout

Christianity, Lutherans have a unique perspective on the question

“What is worship?” The Lutheran understanding of worship is

expressed in the Divine Service.

The Athanasian Creed teaches us that true Christian worship

can be recognized in two ways. First, we worship the God who is

triune, that is, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The second way we

recognize Christian worship is that it is centered on Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God. Our worship is “divine” because it is

Christ-centered.

The Lutheran Confessions teach us about the “service” of the

Divine Service: “So the worship and divine service of the Gospel is to

receive gifts from God” (Apology of the Augsburg Confession,

Article V, paragraph 189). In the Divine Service, God, who calls,

gathers, and enlightens the whole Christian Church on earth, comes

to serve us with His gracious gifts of Word and Sacrament.

People often think that worship is about what we do for or

toward God. The reality is quite different. In the Divine Service, God

is providing His service for us. In the reading, the preaching, and

the proclamation of His Word and in His Sacraments of

Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, God comes to us.

In worship, God gives His grace and then we respond

with thanks and praise.
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Our Lord is the Lord who serves. Jesus Christ came into the flesh not

to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.

On the cross He offered Himself as a spotless sacrifice for the sin of the

whole world. . . . Our Lord serves us today through His holy Word and

Sacraments. Through these means He comes among us to deliver His

forgiveness and salvation, freeing us from our sins and strengthening

us for service to one another and to the world. . . . Having been called,

gathered, enlightened, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, we receive His

gifts with thankfulness and praise. With psalms, hymns, and spiritual

songs we joyfully confess all that God has done for us, declaring the

praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Lutheran Service Book, page viii



The Lutheran Church has retained a historic order for the

Divine Service. We follow this order not because we believe it is the

only right way but because we believe this ancient pattern of worship

most clearly and beautifully serves the purpose of the Divine Service,

which is to deliver the gracious gifts of God.

The Divine Service uses two distinct elements that create a

framework for our worship each time we gather together. Those

parts of the liturgy that do not change each week are called the

Ordinary because they are ordinarily present each week in the

Divine Service. The Ordinary reflects the changeless and timeless

texts of the liturgy, some of which have been in continuous use for

more than 1,500 years. The second element of our worship consists

of the changeable texts, known as the Propers. The Propers bring

variety as they follow the seasons of the Church Year and the

associated Scripture readings. The Propers carry the message or

theme for the day, which is often taken from the Holy Gospel.
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Directions are included as part of the service. These directions

are called rubrics. Following the rubrics gives us a better idea of

what we are to do next.

RUBRIC: Latin for “red”; instructions for conducting the service,
often written in red.

One of the first rubrics in the liturgy directs the congregation to

experience Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Everyone knows what silence is, but few are comfortable with it. This

rubric in effect says: “Stop and examine your life according to God’s

Word.” This is the time to bring to mind the sins you have committed

this week and lay them before the Lord in the Confession of Sins

that follows.

Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.

I S A I A H 1 : 1 8

For us who stand before God as His bap-

tized and redeemed children, this is not a fearful

silence, but a time to remember our fallen, sinful

nature and examine our actions in light of the

Ten Commandments. It is also a time to reflect

on our total dependence on God’s mercy for our

salvation. Observe the time of Silence for reflec-

tion on God’s Word and for self-examination,

and then be ready to hear His freeing Word and

Absolution, forgiving you for all your sins.
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And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens 
to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days and years. . . . And God saw that it was good.” 

G E N E S I S  1 : 1 4 – 1 8

God made everything we see. He made the land and the oceans 
and the stars in the sky. He made you. The Bible tells us that God 
made everything in the whole universe for the good of humanity—
His special and beloved creation. One of the things God made is 
time. Time helps us make sense of, or order, God’s creation. Minutes 
and hours order our days. The days help us order our weeks and 
months. And the months give order to our years. 

Because we are creatures of time—we are born one day, then 
we grow in months and years until we die—telling the time and 
knowing the order of things is important. We cannot understand 
our own lives or any event in human history without noting what 
happened when. We could never understand the story of the United 
States without knowing that the American Revolution came before 
the Civil War. We could never understand a story’s end without first 
knowing its beginning and middle. 

The same is true with the Church’s story—the story of God’s 
love for sinners in Jesus. This is the true story of just how much God 
loved the world: so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, into human 
history as a human being. 
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Preaching this Gospel, telling the story of Jesus, is the Church’s 
purpose. Because it has a story to tell, and because that story has a 
beginning and an end, the Church uses the Church Year to tell the 
story of our salvation. The Christian Church Year helps the Church 
tell the story of Jesus in time, that is, in order. 

4



Three main sections make up the Church Year: the Time of 
Christmas, the Time of Easter, and the Time of the Church.

Each of these main sections of the Church Year tells a part of 
the salvation story. In the Time of Christmas, we hear the begin-
ning of the story of Jesus, how the Father sent His Son to be born of 
the Virgin Mary in Nazareth. The Time of Easter tells us the story 
of what Jesus did for us: He died on the cross for our sins and rose 
again from the dead for our salvation. In the Time of the Church, we 
hear how the Spirit brings us into Jesus’ story: in the Word, which 
creates the faith that believes in Jesus as our Savior; in Baptism, 
which places us as members of the family of God, the Church; and in 
the Lord’s Supper, which strengthens us with the Word that forgives 
our sins. This is the story of how God loves us and desires us to live 
in peace with Him. This is how God orders our days in His peace.

Each part of the Church Year has something new to offer, some 
new piece of the story to tell. The tools the Church uses to tell us the 
story and draw us into it in the Divine Service are many: Scripture 
readings, specific colors, various prayers, songs, and customs. This 
book is designed to help you learn how to listen to the story the 
Church Year is telling. For this story is about God’s love for you.
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But when the fullness of time had come,  
God sent forth His Son, born of woman. 

G a l a t i a ns   4 : 4

The Time of Christmas invites us into the story of the Father 
sending His Son, Jesus, into the world to redeem us from the power 
of sin, death, and the devil.

Advent
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into  

the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

L U K E  1 : 3 9 – 4 0



The Church Year begins with Advent, the first part of the Time 
of Christmas. The word Advent is from the Latin, meaning “coming 
into.” The story of Jesus in Advent is the story of hope coming into 
the world. When the time was just right, God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world. Jesus came to save you and the whole world from the 
power of sin and death. Jesus is the world’s only hope of salvation 
from these enemies.

When Mary was pregnant with Jesus, she went to visit her cous-
in Elizabeth, who was pregnant with a son of her own. Elizabeth’s 
baby would later be named John. The baby jumped inside of 
Elizabeth when Mary greeted her. Even before he was born, John 
rejoiced at meeting the hope of world, Jesus Christ. John would grow 
up and be known as John the Baptist. John preached about Jesus to 
help other people prepare for His coming. During the Advent season 
we learn how to prepare to receive Jesus, the hope of the world. 

“It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the 

Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, and calling sinners 

to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed 

when He comes again in glory.” Proper Preface for Advent
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