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TIMELINE

1516 Luther preaches sermon series on Ten Commandments

1517 Luther preaches sermon series on Lord’s Prayer; posts  
Ninety-five Theses

1521 Luther excommunicated by papal bull Decet Romanum  
Pontificem; appears before Diet of Worms; refuses to recant, 
stating “Here I stand”

1524 Peasants’ War begins, led in part by Thomas Münzer

1525 Luther asks Justus Jonas and John Agricola to produce a  
“catechism”  
Luther marries Katharina von Bora, June 13

1526 Diet of Speyer grants German princes right to establish  
religion in their territory  
Church visitation begins to assess needs of congregations

1527 Visitation articles prepared 
Plague strikes Wittenberg; Luther and Katharina turn their  
home into a hospital

1528 Luther teaches catechism instruction at the parish church; 
preaches three sermon series on parts of catechism

1529 Luther publishes the Large Catechism in April and the  
Small Catechism  in May

1530 Augsburg Confession presented to Charles V at Diet  
 of Augsburg, June 25
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3
THE LARGE CATECHISM

Q
In his preface to the Small Catechism, Luther expresses his frustration 
over laypeople’s abusing the freedom of the Gospel. However, in this 
preface he also focuses on the clergy’s faults and failings. He chastises 
and rebukes lazy pastors who do as little as possible when it comes to 
preaching and teaching, and who are lax in their own personal prayer and 
meditation on God’s Word. As usual, Luther doesn’t tread lightly when 
expressing his concerns. He laments that people regard learning the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer as childish. He explains 
how he daily recites these texts and studies them. Luther takes pastors to 
the woodshed for neglecting to teach their congregations carefully. He 
provides many reasons for continued and careful reading and studying of 
the Bible.

Q

Preface
A Christian, profitable, and necessary preface, and faithful, serious 

encouragement from Dr. Martin Luther to all Christians, but especially 
to all pastors and preachers. They should daily exercise themselves in 
the catechism, which is a short summary and epitome of the entire 
Holy Scriptures. They should always teach the catechism.

1 We have no small reasons for constantly preaching the catechism 
and for both desiring and begging others to teach it. For sadly we see 
that many pastors and preachers are very negligent in this matter and 
slight both their office and this teaching. Some neglect the catechism 
because of great and high art ‹giving their mind, as they imagine, to 
much “higher” matters›. But others neglect it from sheer laziness and 
care for their bellies. They take no other stand in this business than to 
act as pastors and preachers for their bellies’ sake. They have nothing 
to do but to ‹spend and› consume their wages as long as they live, just 
as they used to do under the papacy.

2 They now have everything they are to preach and teach placed 
before them abundantly, clearly, and easily, in so many helpful books. 
These truly are “Sermons That Preach Themselves,” “Sleep Soundly,” 
“Be Prepared,” and “Thesaurus,” as they used to be called. Yet these 
preachers are not even godly and honest enough to buy these books or, 
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even when they have them, to look at them or read them. Oh, they are 
completely shameful gluttons and servants of their own bellies. They 
are more fit to be swineherds and dog tenders than caretakers of souls 
and pastors.

3 These pastors are now released from the useless and burdensome 
babbling of the seven canonical hours of prayer. I wish that, instead of 
these, they would read each morning, noon, and evening only a page 
or two in the catechism, the prayer book, the New Testament, or some-
thing else in the Bible. They should pray the Lord’s Prayer for them-
selves and their parishioners. Then they might respond with honor and 
thanks to the Gospel, by which they have been delivered from obvious 
burdens and troubles, and might feel a little shame. For like pigs and 
dogs, they take nothing more from the Gospel than this lazy, deadly, 
shameful, worldly freedom! 4 The common people also respect the 
Gospel altogether too lightly, and we accomplish nothing special, even 
though we work diligently. What, then, would be achieved if we were 
as negligent and lazy as we were under the papacy?

5 To this laziness such preachers add the shameful vice and secret 
infection of security and contentment. In other words, many see the 
catechism as a poor, common teaching, which they can read through 
once and immediately understand. They can throw the book into a 
corner and be ashamed to read it again.

6 Yes, even among the nobility one may find some clowns and pen-
ny pinchers, who say (a) there is no longer any need for either pastors 
or preachers, (b) we have everything in books, and (c) everyone can 
easily learn it by himself. So they are happy to let the parishes rot and 
become empty. They let pastors and preachers worry and go hungry, 
just as crazy Germans are accustomed to do. For we Germans have 
such disgraceful people and must put up with them.

7 But for myself I say this: I am also a doctor and preacher; yes, 
as learned and experienced as all the people who have such assump-
tions and contentment. Yet I act as a child who is being taught the cat-
echism. Every morning—and whenever I have time—I read and say, 
word for word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Psalms, and such. I must still read and study them daily. Yet I can-
not master the catechism as I wish. 8 But I must remain a child and 
pupil of the catechism, and am glad to remain so. Yet these delicate, 
refined fellows would in one reading promptly become doctors above 
all doctors, know everything, and need nothing. Well, this, too, is a 
sure sign that they despise both their office and the souls of the people. 
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Indeed, they even despise God and His Word. They do not have to fall. 
They have already fallen all too horribly. They need to become children 
and begin to learn their alphabet, which they imagine they have long 
outgrown [Mark 10:15].

9 Therefore, for God’s sake I beg such lazy bellies or arrogant saints 
to be persuaded and believe that they are truly, truly not so learned or 
such great doctors as they imagine! They should never assume that they 
have finished learning the parts of the catechism or know it well enough 
in all points, even though they think that they know it ever so well. For 
even if they know and understand the catechism perfectly (which, how-
ever, is impossible in this life), there are still many benefits and fruits to 
be gained, if it is daily read and practiced in thought and speech. For 
example, the Holy Spirit is present in such reading, repetition, and medi-
tation. He bestows ever new and more light and devoutness. In this way 
the catechism is daily loved and appreciated better, as Christ promises in 
Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered in My name, there 
am I among them.”

10 Besides, catechism study is a most effective help against the devil, 
the world, the flesh, and all evil thoughts. It helps to be occupied with 
God’s Word, to speak it, and meditate on it, just as the first Psalm de-
clares people blessed who meditate on God’s Law day and night (Psalm 
1:2). Certainly you will not release a stronger incense or other repel-
lant against the devil than to be engaged by God’s commandments and 
words, and speak, sing, or think them [Colossians 3:16]. For this is 
indeed the true “holy water” and “holy sign” from which the devil runs 
and by which he may be driven away [James 4:7].

11 Now, for this reason alone you ought gladly to read, speak, think, 
and use these things, even if you had no other profit and fruit from 
them than driving away the devil and evil thoughts by doing so. For he 
cannot hear or endure God’s Word. God’s Word is not like some other 
silly babbling, like the story about Dietrich of Berne, for example. But 
as St. Paul says in Romans 1:16, it is “the power of God.” Yes indeed, it 
is the power of God that gives the devil burning pain and strengthens, 
comforts, and helps us beyond measure.

12 And what need is there for more words? If I were to list all the 
profit and fruit God’s Word produces, where would I get enough paper 
and time? The devil is called the master of a thousand arts. But what 
shall we call God’s Word, which drives away and brings to nothing this 
master of a thousand arts with all his arts and power? The Word must 
indeed be the master of more than a hundred thousand arts. 13 And 
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shall we easily despise such power, profit, strength, and fruit—we, es-
pecially, who claim to be pastors and preachers? If so, not only should 
we have nothing given us to eat, but we should also be driven out, bait-
ed with dogs, and pelted with dung. We not only need all this every day 
just as we need our daily bread, but we must also daily use it against the 
daily and unending attacks and lurking of the devil [1 Peter 5:8], the 
master of a thousand arts.

14 If these reasons were not enough to move us to read the cat-
echism daily, we should feel bound well enough by God’s command 
alone. He solemnly commands in Deuteronomy 6:6–8 that we should 
always meditate on His precepts, sitting, walking, standing, lying down, 
and rising. We should have them before our eyes and in our hands as a 
constant mark and sign. Clearly He did not solemnly require and com-
mand this without a purpose. For He knows our danger and need, as 
well as the constant and furious assaults and temptations of devils. He 
wants to warn, equip, and preserve us against them, as with a good ar-
mor against their fiery darts [Ephesians 6:10–17] and with good medi-
cine against their evil infection and temptation.

15 Oh, what mad, senseless fools are we! While we must ever live 
and dwell among such mighty enemies as the devils, we still despise 
our weapons and defense [2 Corinthians 10:4], and we are too lazy to 
look at or think of them!

16 What else are such proud, arrogant saints doing who are unwill-
ing to read and study the catechism daily? They think they are much 
more learned than God Himself with all His saints, angels, prophets, 
apostles, and all Christians. God Himself is not ashamed to teach these 
things daily. He knows nothing better to teach. He always keeps teach-
ing the same thing and does not take up anything new or different. All 
the saints know nothing better or different to learn and cannot finish 
learning this. Are we not the finest of all fellows to imagine that if we 
have once read or heard the catechism, we know it all and have no fur-
ther need to read and learn? Can we finish learning in one hour what 
God Himself cannot finish teaching? He is engaged in teaching this 
from the beginning to the end of the world. All prophets, together with 
all saints, have been busy learning it, have ever remained students, and 
must continue to be students.

17 It must be true that whoever knows the Ten Commandments 
perfectly must know all the Scriptures [Matthew 7:12]. So, in all mat-
ters and cases, he can advise, help, comfort, judge, and decide both 
spiritual and temporal matters. Such a person must be qualified to sit 
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in judgment over all doctrines, estates, spirits, laws, and whatever else 
is in the world [1 Corinthians 6:2–3]. 18 And what, indeed, is the entire 
Book of Psalms but thoughts and exercises upon the First Command-
ment? Now I truly know that such lazy “bellies” and arrogant spirits do 
not understand a single psalm, much less the entire Holy Scriptures. 
Yet they pretend to know and despise the catechism, which is a short 
and brief summary of all the Holy Scriptures.

19 Therefore, I again beg all Christians—especially pastors and 
preachers—not to think of themselves as doctors too soon and imagine 
that they know everything. (For imagination, like unshrunk cloth, will 
fall far short of the measure.) Instead, they should daily exercise them-
selves well in these studies and constantly use them. Furthermore, they 
should guard with all care and diligence against the poisonous infec-
tion of contentment and vain imagination, but steadily keep on read-
ing, teaching, learning, pondering, and meditating on the catechism. 
And they should not stop until they have tested and are sure that they 
have taught the devil to death, and have become more learned than 
God Himself and all His saints.

20 If they show such diligence, then I will promise them—and they 
shall also see—what fruit they will receive, and what excellent people 
God will make of them. So in due time they themselves will admit that 
the longer and the more they study the catechism, the less they know 
of it and the more they will find to learn. Only then, as hungry and 
thirsty men, will they truly relish what now they cannot stand because 
of great abundance and contentment. To this end may God grant His 
grace! Amen.

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. Why is the Catechism such a useful tool for Christians to use in 

their daily lives? (paragraph 1) 

2. How does the Catechism assist pastors when it comes to teaching 
the Christian faith? (paragraph 2)

3. When Luther refers to the “useless and burdensome babbling of 
the seven canonical hours,” what does he suggest as an alterna-
tive? (paragraph 3)

4. What misuse of the Catechism does Luther describe? (paragraph 5)
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5. Why did Luther say he must remain a “child and pupil of the  
catechism”? (paragraph 8)

6. Notice the joyful encouragement Luther offers us when he  
describes the ongoing blessing that comes from reading and 
studying God’s Word and repeating by memory the “basics of 
our faith” in the Catechism. How can you apply Luther’s advice in 
your life, as you find it in paragraphs 9–10?

7. How can we expect the devil to react to God’s Word? (paragraph 
12)

8. What is the practical and daily benefit of repeatedly and carefully 
studying the Ten Commandments? (paragraph 17)

  9. Why do we remain “hungry and thirsty” our whole lives as  
Christians? (paragraph 20)

Short Preface  
of Dr. Martin Luther

Q
Note that Luther never intended the Small and Large Catechisms to be 
only “church books,” but rather “house books”—to be used in everyone’s 
homes. In fact, Luther suggests that those who do not know the Ten Com-
mandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer by heart should not receive 
the Lord’s Supper. He provides these texts as the most necessary parts of 
Christian doctrine, which should be learned until they can be repeated, 
word for word, by heart, from memory. Luther was always concerned that, 
in their preaching and teaching, pastors should speak and teach in a very 
clear, simple, easily understood way so that people would remember what 
was preached or taught.

Q

1 This sermon is designed and undertaken to be an instruction for 
children and the simple folk. Therefore, in ancient times it was called in 
Greek catechism (i.e., instruction for children). 2 It teaches what every 
Christian must know. So a person who does not know this catechism 
could not be counted as a Christian or be admitted to any Sacrament, 
just as a mechanic who does not understand the rules and customs of 
his trade is expelled and considered incapable. 3 Therefore, we must 
have the young learn well and fluently the parts of the catechism or 
instruction for children, diligently exercise themselves in them, and 
keep them busy with these parts.

4 Therefore, it is the duty of every father of a family to question and 
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examine his children and servants at least once a week and see what they 
know or are learning from the catechism. And if they do not know the 
catechism, he should keep them learning it faithfully. 5 For I well remem-
ber the time—indeed, even now it happens daily—that one finds rude, 
old persons who knew nothing and still know nothing about these things. 
Yet they go to Baptism and the Lord’s Supper and use everything belong-
ing to Christians, even though people who come to the Lord’s Supper 
ought to know more and have a fuller understanding of all Christian doc-
trine than children and new scholars. 6 However, for the common peo-
ple we are satisfied if they know the three “parts.” These have remained 
in Christendom from of old, though little of them has been taught and 
used correctly until both young and old (who are called Christians and 
wish to be so) are well trained in them and familiar with them. These 
parts are the following:

FIRST
GOD’S TEN COMMANDMENTS

1 1. You shall have no other gods.
2 2. You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain.
3 3. You shall sanctify the holy day.
4 4. You shall honor your father and mother ‹that it may be well  

 
 with you and you may live long upon the earth›.

5 5. You shall not murder.
6 6. You shall not commit adultery.
7 7. You shall not steal.
8 8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
9 9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
1010. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant,  

 or his maidservant, or his cattle, or anything that is his.

SECOND
THE CHIEF ARTICLES  

OF OUR FAITH

11 1. I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.

12 2. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered  
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under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He de-
scended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.

13 3. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

14 THIRD
THE PRAYER, OR “OUR FATHER,”  

WHICH CHRIST TAUGHT

Our Father who art in heaven.

1. Hallowed be Thy name.

2. Thy kingdom come.

3. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

4. Give us this day our daily bread.

5. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.

6. And lead us not into temptation.

7. But deliver us from evil. [For Thine is the kingdom and the  
power and the glory forever and ever.] Amen.

15 These are the most necessary parts of Christian teaching that 
one should first learn to repeat word for word. 16 And our children 
should be used to reciting them daily when they rise in the morning, 
when they sit down to their meals, and when they go to bed at night. 
And until they repeat them, they should not be given food or drink. 17 
Likewise, every head of a household is bound to do the same with his 
household, manservants, and maidservants. He should not keep them 
in his house if they do not know these things or are unwilling to learn 
them. 18 A person who is so rude and unruly as to be unwilling to learn 
these things is not to be tolerated. For in these three parts, everything that 
we have in the Scriptures is included in short, plain, and simple terms. 19 
For the holy fathers or apostles (whoever first taught these things) have 
summarized the doctrine, life, wisdom, and art of Christians this way. 
These parts speak, teach, and are focused on them.

20 Now, when these three parts are understood, a person must also 
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know what to say about our Sacraments, which Christ Himself insti-
tuted: Baptism and the holy body and blood of Christ. They should 
know the texts that Matthew [28:19–20] and Mark [16:15–16] record 
at the close of their Gospels, when Christ said farewell to His disciples 
and sent them forth.

21 BAPTISM
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
[Matthew 28:19]
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned. [Mark 16:16]

22 This is enough for a simple person to know from the Scriptures 
about Baptism. 
In like manner, in short, simple words, 
they should also know the text of St. Paul 
[1 Corinthians 11:23–26] about the other Sacrament.

THE SACRAMENT
23 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.”

24 Then we would have all together five whole parts of Christian 
doctrine. These should be taught constantly and be required learning 
for children. You should hear them recited word for word. For you 
must not rely on the idea that the young people will learn and retain 
these things from the sermon alone. 25 When these parts have been 
well learned, you may supplement and strengthen them by also setting 
before them some psalms or hymns, which have been composed on 
these parts of the catechism. Lead the young into the Scriptures this 
way, and make progress in them daily.

26 However, it is not enough for them to understand and recite 
these parts according to the words alone. The young people should 
also be made to attend the preaching, especially during the time that 
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is devoted to the catechism. Then they may hear it explained and may 
learn to understand what every part contains, so that they can recite it 
the way they have heard it. Then, when asked, they may give a correct 
answer, so that preaching may not be useless and fruitless. 27 For the 
reason we exercise such diligence in preaching the catechism often is 
so that it may be taught to our youth, not in a high and clever way, 
but briefly and with the greatest simplicity. In this way it will enter the 
mind easily and be fixed in the memory.

28 Therefore, we shall now take up the above-mentioned articles 
one by one, and in the plainest manner possible say as much as is nec-
essary about them.

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. What was the original use of the Catechism (Commandments, 

Creed, Lord’s Prayer), originating in ancient times? (paragraph 1)

2. What is the duty of every head of a household in regard to the Cat-
echism? (paragraph 4)

3. Luther suggests a number of ways to commit the Catechism to 
memory (paragraphs 15–16). Is he being harsh? Why is he is so 
concerned that this have such a high priority in our lives?

4. The key passages about Baptism and the Lord’s Supper also should 
be memorized by every Christian, says Luther, and then together 
we will have in our hearts the “five whole parts of Christian doc-
trine” (paragraph 24). How could you make sure you continue to 
have the Catechism memorized by heart?

5. What would you say to a person who says, “I don’t need to look at 
the Catechism. I’m already a confirmed Lutheran”?

6. How can you help your children or grandchildren learn the basic 
parts of the Catechism?
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PART 1 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Giving of the Ten Commandments
Exodus 19
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You shall have no other gods.

1 What this means: You shall 
have Me alone as your God. What is 
the meaning of this, and how is it to 
be understood? What does it mean 
to have a god? Or, what is God? 2 
Answer: A god means that from 
which we are to expect all good and 
in which we are to take refuge in all 
distress. So, to have a God is noth-
ing other than trusting and believ-
ing Him with the heart. I have often 
said that the confidence and faith of 
the heart alone make both God and 
an idol. 3 If your faith and trust is 
right, then your god is also true. On 
the other hand, if your trust is false 
and wrong, then you do not have 
the true God. For these two belong 
together, faith and God [Hebrews 
11:6]. Now, I say that whatever you 
set your heart on and put your trust 
in is truly your god.

4 The purpose of this com-
mandment is to require true faith 
and trust of the heart, which settles 
upon the only true God and clings 
to Him alone. It is like saying, “See 
to it that you let Me alone be your 
God, and never seek another.” In 
other words, “Whatever you lack of 

good things, expect it from Me. Look to Me for it. And whenever you 
suffer misfortune and distress, crawl and cling to Me. I, yes, I, will give 
you enough and help you out of every need. Only do not let your heart 
cleave to or rest on any other.”

5 This point I must unfold more clearly. It may be understood and 
seen through ordinary, counterexamples. Many a person thinks that he 
has God and everything in abundance when he has money and posses-

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT

Q
Note: Luther spends more time on the 
First Commandment than on any other 
portion of the Catechism, explaining 
how essential it is to know, trust, and 
believe in the true God and to let noth-
ing take His place. He was convinced 
that where this commandment was 
being kept, all other commandments 
would follow. A right relationship with 
God produces right relationships with 
fellow human beings. Illustration: Wor-
ship of the Golden Calf (Exodus 32)

Q
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sions. He trusts in them and boasts about them with such firmness and 
assurance as to care for no one. 6 Such a person has a god by the name 
of “Mammon” (i.e., money and possessions; [Matthew 6:24]), on which 
he sets all his heart. 7 This is the most common idol on earth. He who 
has money and possessions feels secure [Luke 12:16–21] and is joyful 
and undismayed as though he were sitting in the midst of Paradise. 8 
On the other hand, he who has no money doubts and is despondent, as 
though he knew of no God. 9 For very few people can be found who are 
of good cheer and who neither mourn nor complain if they lack Mam-
mon. This care and desire for money sticks and clings to our nature, 
right up to the grave.

10 So, too, whoever trusts and boasts that he has great skill, pru-
dence, power, favor, friendship, and honor also has a god. But it is not 
the true and only God. This truth reappears when you notice how ar-
rogant, secure, and proud people are because of such possessions, and 
how despondent they are when the possessions no longer exist or are 
withdrawn. Therefore, I repeat that the chief explanation of this point 
is that to “have a god” is to have something in which the heart entirely 
trusts.

11 Besides, consider our blindness, which we have been practicing 
and doing under the papacy up until now. If anyone had a toothache, 
he fasted and honored St. Apollonia. If he was afraid of fire, he chose 
St. Lawrence as his helper. If he dreaded bubonic plague, he made a 
vow to St. Sebastian or Rochio. There were a countless number of such 
abominations, where everyone chose his own saint, worshiped him, 
and called to him for help in distress. 12 Here belong such people as 
sorcerers and magicians, whose idolatry is most great [Deuteronomy 
18:9–12]. They make a deal with the devil, in order that he may give 
them plenty of money or help them in love affairs, preserve their cattle, 
restore to them lost possessions, and so forth. For all such people place 
their heart and trust elsewhere than in the true God. They look to Him 
for nothing good, nor do they seek good from Him.

13 So you can easily understand what and how much this com-
mandment requires. A person’s entire heart and all his confidence must 
be placed in God alone and in no one else. For to “have” God, you can 
easily see, is not to take hold of Him with our hands or to put Him 
in a bag ‹like money› or to lock Him in a chest ‹like silver vessels›. 14 
Instead, to “have” Him means that the heart takes hold of Him and 
clings to Him. 15 To cling to Him with the heart is nothing else than to 
trust in Him entirely. For this reason God wishes to turn us away from 
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everything else that exists outside of Him and to draw us to Himself 
[John 6:44]. For He is the only eternal good [Matthew 19:17]. It is as 
though He would say, “Whatever you have previously sought from the 
saints, or for whatever things you have trusted in money or anything 
else, expect it all from Me. Think of Me as the one who will help you 
and pour out upon you richly all good things.”

16 See, here you have the meaning of the true honor and worship 
of God, which pleases God, and which He commands under penalty of 
eternal wrath. The heart knows no other comfort or confidence than 
in Him. It must not allow itself to be torn from Him. But, for Him, it 
must risk and disregard everything upon earth. 17 On the other hand, 
you can easily see and sense how the world practices only false worship 
and idolatry. For no people have ever been so corrupt that they did 
not begin and continue some divine worship. Everyone has set up as 
his special god whatever he looked to for blessings, help, and comfort.

18 For example, the heathen who put their trust in power and do-
minion elevated Jupiter as the supreme god. Others, who were bent 
on riches, happiness, or pleasure, and a life of ease, elevated Hercules, 
Mercury, Venus, or other gods. Pregnant women elevated Diana or 
Lucina, and so on. So everyone made his god that interest to which his 
heart was inclined. So even in the mind of the heathen to have a god 
means to trust and believe. 19 But their error is this: their trust is false 
and wrong. For their trust is not placed in the only God, beside whom 
there is truly no God in heaven or upon earth [Isaiah 44:6]. 20 There-
fore, the heathen really make their self-invented notions and dreams 
of God an idol. Ultimately, they put their trust in that which is noth-
ing. 21 So it is with all idolatry. For it happens not merely by erecting 
an image and worshiping it, but rather it happens in the heart. For the 
heart stands gaping at something else. It seeks help and consolation 
from creatures, saints, or devils. It neither cares for God, nor looks to 
Him for anything better than to believe that He is willing to help. The 
heart does not believe that whatever good it experiences comes from 
God [James 1:17].

22 Beside this, there is also a false worship and extreme idolatry, 
which we have practiced up to now. This is also still common in the 
world. All churchly orders are founded on it. It concerns the conscience 
alone, which seeks help, consolation, and salvation in its own works. 
This conscience imagines it can wrestle heaven away from God and 
thinks about how many requests it has made, how often it has fasted, 
celebrated Mass, and so on. Upon such things it depends and boasts, as 




