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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
TEN COMMANDMENTS 

® DISCOVERY POINT 
God loves His children. Through Word and Sac

rament He calls us to saving faith as He forgives us 
and empowers us to love Him above all things and 
to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
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That by the power of the Spirit through the Word 
students will 

1. recognize Christianity as the life and salvation God
has given in and through Jesus Christ;

2. identify God's holy Word as the inerrant Word of
God through which, by faith, He gives the gifts of
forgiveness and life to His people;

3. express an understanding of the need to distin
guish between Law and Gospel in our study of the
Bible;

4. identify the six chief parts of Christian doctrine;
5. state the summary of the Ten Commandments as

described by Jesus in Scripture;
6. identify themselves as sinners for whom Christ

died;
7. respond to God's love for us in Christ Jesus with

lives of obedience and service.

9MATERIALS 
D Student Book 
D Bible (several versions, if available, including a 

study Bible such as the Concordia Self-Study Bible) 
D Pencils or pens 
D Luther's Small Catechism 
D Lutheran Worship (LW) or The Lutheran Hymnal 

(TLH) 
D Luther's Works, volume 53 (American edition; 

optional) 

� INTRODUCTORY ACilVITIES 
1. As students arrive, ask them to write a response

to the following, which you have written on the
chalkboard or on a large piece of newsprint,
"Christians are people who ... " When everyone
has had a chance to respond, discuss what they
have written. Introduce the lesson by telling your
students that today they will begin studying Lu
ther's Small Catechism, the book which contains
the teachings of the Christian faith as found in
God's holy Word.
(If necessary, explain to students that the book
they will use for this course, Luther's Small Cate
chism with Explanation, contains two parts-the
Small Catechism itself, written by Dr. Luther, and
also a section of questions and answers about the
Christian faith drawn up for them by Lutheran pas
tors and educators.)

2. A basic "getting to know you" sharing session may
be appropriate. Allow each student to share his or
her preferred name, school, favorite subject and/
or activity, or whatever else might interest him or
her (e.g., favorite television program, favorite ra
dio station, number of meals a week they eat with
their entire family, etc.). You may wish to have
students share their most favorite and and least
favorite rule at home or school.

3. Write on the chalkboard, "What if There Were No
Laws?" Ask students to respond. Guide students
as they attempt to answer the following questions:
What would happen if the police went on strike?
What would happen if there were no street signs
and no speed limits on the nation's highways? The
students will quickly conclude that without laws
there would be chaos and confusion.

4. Have students generate a list of habits. Write the
list on the chalkboard. After generating a list of at
least 10 habits, ask students to classify them as
good or bad. Ask, When might these habits lead
us to make other gods for ourselves? Remind stu
dents that a god is anything that is more important
to them than the one true God.
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