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Although much about worship seems similar throughout

Christianity, Lutherans have a unique perspective on the question

“What is worship?” The Lutheran understanding of worship is

expressed in the Divine Service.

The Athanasian Creed teaches us that true Christian worship

can be recognized in two ways. First, we worship the God who is

triune, that is, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The second way we

recognize Christian worship is that it is centered on Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God. Our worship is “divine” because it is

Christ-centered.

The Lutheran Confessions teach us about the “service” of the

Divine Service: “So the worship and divine service of the Gospel is to

receive gifts from God” (Apology of the Augsburg Confession,

Article V, paragraph 189). In the Divine Service, God, who calls,

gathers, and enlightens the whole Christian Church on earth, comes

to serve us with His gracious gifts of Word and Sacrament.

People often think that worship is about what we do for or

toward God. The reality is quite different. In the Divine Service, God

is providing His service for us. In the reading, the preaching, and

the proclamation of His Word and in His Sacraments of

Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, God comes to us.

In worship, God gives His grace and then we respond

with thanks and praise.
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Our Lord is the Lord who serves. Jesus Christ came into the flesh not

to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.

On the cross He offered Himself as a spotless sacrifice for the sin of the

whole world. . . . Our Lord serves us today through His holy Word and

Sacraments. Through these means He comes among us to deliver His

forgiveness and salvation, freeing us from our sins and strengthening

us for service to one another and to the world. . . . Having been called,

gathered, enlightened, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, we receive His

gifts with thankfulness and praise. With psalms, hymns, and spiritual

songs we joyfully confess all that God has done for us, declaring the

praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Lutheran Service Book, page viii



The Lutheran Church has retained a historic order for the

Divine Service. We follow this order not because we believe it is the

only right way but because we believe this ancient pattern of worship

most clearly and beautifully serves the purpose of the Divine Service,

which is to deliver the gracious gifts of God.

The Divine Service uses two distinct elements that create a

framework for our worship each time we gather together. Those

parts of the liturgy that do not change each week are called the

Ordinary because they are ordinarily present each week in the

Divine Service. The Ordinary reflects the changeless and timeless

texts of the liturgy, some of which have been in continuous use for

more than 1,500 years. The second element of our worship consists

of the changeable texts, known as the Propers. The Propers bring

variety as they follow the seasons of the Church Year and the

associated Scripture readings. The Propers carry the message or

theme for the day, which is often taken from the Holy Gospel.
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Directions are included as part of the service. These directions

are called rubrics. Following the rubrics gives us a better idea of

what we are to do next.

RUBRIC: Latin for “red”; instructions for conducting the service,
often written in red.

One of the first rubrics in the liturgy directs the congregation to

experience Silence for reflection on God’sWord and for self-examination.

Everyone knows what silence is, but few are comfortable with it. This

rubric in effect says: “Stop and examine your life according to God’s

Word.” This is the time to bring to mind the sins you have committed

this week and lay them before the Lord in the Confession of Sins

that follows.

Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.

I S A I A H 1 : 1 8

For us who stand before God as His bap-

tized and redeemed children, this is not a fearful

silence, but a time to remember our fallen, sinful

nature and examine our actions in light of the

Ten Commandments. It is also a time to reflect

on our total dependence on God’s mercy for our

salvation. Observe the time of Silence for reflec-

tion on God’s Word and for self-examination,

and then be ready to hear His freeing Word and

Absolution, forgiving you for all your sins.
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