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Introduction 
The Story of the Smalcald Articles  

and the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope 
The Smalcald Articles were written by Martin Luther in late 1536. Earlier that year (on June 

4), Pope Paul III announced that a council would be held in Mantua beginning May 8, 1537, to 
deal with the concerns of the protesting “Lutherans.” Elector (prince) John Frederick of Saxony 
requested that Luther prepare some articles for discussion at the council. Luther indicated on 
which points Lutherans would stand fast and on which points a compromise might be possible. 
While these articles were never used for their intended purpose, Lutherans at once recognized 
their value as a statement of pure evangelical doctrine, and they were, therefore, included in the 
Book of Concord. 

Written at a time when Luther believed the end of his life to be near, the Smalcald Articles 
are his own declaration of faith, characterized by evangelical fervor and uncompromising 
conviction. In each article, Luther’s strong voice is heard, especially his bold defiance of all the 
forces that would seek to destroy the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Along with his Small and Large Catechisms, the Smalcald Articles constitute Luther’s 
personal contribution to the Book of Concord. 

The “Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope” was prepared by Philip Melanchthon 
at the meeting at Smalcald in 1537. Luther’s Smalcald Articles were to be discussed at the 
meeting; however, partly because Luther became ill, they were never publicly presented to the 
assembly. Instead, Melanchthon was requested to prepare this treatise, which is actually an 
appendix to the Augsburg Confession. 

Using This Guide 
Each Study Guide and Leader Guide (available online at www.cph.org as a download) 

discussing the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions. Following a Law/Gospel focus and a 
psalm for worship, sessions are divided into four easy-to-use sections. In the Study Guides, these 
are noted by their bold, centered titles appearing within the text. 

Focus—Section 1 focuses the participants’ attention on the key concept that will be 
discovered in the session. 

Inform—Section 2 explores a portion of the Confessions and questions that help the 
participants study the text. 

Connect—Section 3 helps the participants apply the doctrine to their lives. 
Vision—Section 4 provides the participants with practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. This section also concludes with a hymn 
for worship and a reading assignment for the following week. 

May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 
Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 1 

The Smalcald Articles 
The Preface 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, participants will 

• understand the historical context of the Smalcald Articles; 
• appreciate Luther’s reliance on God’s Word as the basis of his confession in the Smalcald 

Articles; 
• demonstrate a willingness to confess Jesus Christ in the church and in the community. 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the Law/Gospel focus. 

Opening Worship 
Pray responsively the verses from Psalms 89 and 119. 

Introduction (Focus) 
Invite a volunteer to read the introduction aloud. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. Answers may include fear of reprisal and the belief that nothing will be accomplished. 
2. Answers may vary. The prepared statement may provide a focus and substance to the 

discussion. 
3. Answers may vary. Illnesses or other medical emergencies may help us evaluate and 

focus on matters of greatest importance. 

Inform 

Reading the Text 
Read aloud, or invite volunteers to read aloud, the Preface of Dr. Martin Luther to the 

Smalcald Articles. Then invite participants to work through the questions together or in small 
groups. 

Discussing the Text 
4. Very likely, Luther expected either to be summoned to the council or to be condemned 

without being summoned. On the whole, Luther probably did not expect much from the council, 
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though he desired that the pope would hold a truly free Christian council, one in which there 
would be no lying or cheating. 

5. The Roman court feared a free Christian council because it would be exposed to the light 
of truth and the possibility of reform. 

6. Luther’s enemies included poisonous people—not only adversaries, but also false 
brothers who professed to be on his side, even citing his writings and teachings. Luther accuses 
them of dressing up their poison with his labor, using his name to mislead the people. 

7. While a truly Christian council helps many people and issues, Luther’s side did not need 
its help. The reason lies in the fact that their churches were now, through God’s grace, 
enlightened and equipped with the pure Word and the right use of the Sacraments. 

8. While the Gospel is given only in passing, its proclamation is clear: Christ has died for 
them (the poor people). 

9. The councils had been concerned with childish absurdities of long official gowns and 
other outward vesture. 

10. According to Luther, the councils should be concerned about the many parishes that are 
vacant and desolate, about the spiritual welfare of the members of the Church, even about 
matters from the political/economic realm. 

11. Law: We already have so many commands of God to observe in the Church, the state, 
and the family that we can never fulfill them. Our sins weigh upon us and cause God not to be 
gracious to us. Gospel: Deliver Your servants by Your glorious return. Help us who are poor and 
needy, who sigh to You, and who pray to You earnestly according to the grace You have given 
us through Your Holy Spirit. 

12. The Lord Jesus Christ is the one who ultimately is in charge. 

Connect 
Read aloud the opening paragraph. Then, read the sections from the Preface to the Smalcald 

Articles. Be certain to look up all the Scripture passages listed in the body of the Preface. If your 
class is large, you may wish to divide the class into small groups to discuss the questions. This 
will give all participants an opportunity to share. 

13. Accept participant responses. Because there is always misunderstanding or confusion, 
the need to confess the faith given us by the Holy Spirit is all the greater. Only through the 
proclamation of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ—through our confession of that faith—will 
others hear of Jesus and be brought to faith in Him. 

14. Encourage discussion about factors that cause many Christians to hesitate to confess 
their faith. Note that we may rely on the Holy Spirit, working through the Gospel, to give us the 
courage to overcome our fears and to proclaim the Gospel. Also, discuss ways members of a 
congregation can encourage and support one another. 

15. Our hope is the assurance of eternal salvation and of God’s presence at all times here on 
earth to work things out for our good. We prepare by studying His Word, worship, receiving the 
Lord’s Supper, and remembering our Baptism. You may also talk about the value of discussing 
possible situations, role playing, and the like. 

16. Among other things, our last will and testament can be a witness to the mercy and grace 
of God shown us through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

17. Participants’ various answers will ultimately focus on living our lives in the forgiveness 
of Christ and as a vocation, a calling, from God. 

Sam
ple

 - c
ph

.or
g



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM. 
 8

Vision 
Invite participants to complete one or more of the suggested activities prior to the next class 

session. 

Family Connection 
Discuss the points made in the Family Connection. 

Closing Worship 
Lead the class in the closing hymn. 

For Next Week 
Ask participants to preview the First Part and Article I of the Second Part of the Smalcald 

Articles. 
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Session 2 

The First Part 
The Second Part: Article I 
Content and Meaning of Articles of Faith 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, participants will 

• confess the triune God; 
• rejoice in the saving work of Jesus Christ for us sinners; 
• acknowledge why Christ is our righteousness before God. 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the Law/Gospel focus. 

Opening Worship 
Pray responsively the verses from Psalm 29 printed in the Study Guide. 

Focus 
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the introduction. 

Inform 

Reading the Text/Part 1 
Read aloud, or invite volunteers to read aloud, the First Part. Then invite participants to 

work through the questions together or in small groups. 

Discussing the Text 
18. Matthew 28:19 states the name of each person of the Trinity. 1 Corinthians 8:6 

emphasizes that there is one God. 
19. While the two documents parallel each other, the Athanasian Creed gives greater detail 

in explanation of the Trinity, especially with regard to who each person of the Trinity is in 
relation to the other two. 
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20. All three creeds deal with the Trinity. The Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds spend more 
time on Christology—the person and work of Jesus Christ—while the Athanasian Creed deals 
more with the Holy Trinity. 

 
Note: The phrase “The Son . . . was born of the pure, holy virgin Mary” describes Mary’s 

state through the forgiveness her Son earned for her—and for us. The phrase does not claim that 
she was sinless. St. Paul often referred to his readers as holy or saints (e.g., Romans 1:7, and  
1 Corinthians 1:2). See also the King James translation of 2 Peter 1:21: “Holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

Reading the Text/Part 2 
Read aloud, or invite volunteers to read aloud, The Second Part: Article 1: The Chief 

Article. Then invite participants to work through the questions together or in small groups. 

Discussing the Text 
21. Romans 5:6, 8; Galatians 1:4; and 1 Corinthians 15:3–4 are but a few of the many 

passages available. 
22. Using the terms our God and Lord in describing Jesus emphasizes that the man Jesus is 

also God. Only the true God and true man, Jesus Christ, was capable of redeeming the world 
from sin and satisfying the wrath of God. 

23. The only human role in our justification is that of the true God and true man, Jesus 
Christ. Otherwise, the only human involvement is our sin and disobedience. 

24. Either our salvation depends solely and completely on Jesus Christ and His death and 
resurrection for the forgiveness of our sin, or, if it depends on us and our works or decision, there 
is no salvation at all. We cannot believe with our own reason or strength, but only with the power 
of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14; 12:3). 

25. All doctrine and practice (living) is dependent on this Chief Article of salvation through 
Jesus Christ alone. If other doctrines or practices give even a hint of our participation in our 
salvation or give us a share in the credit for it, we end up with nothing. 

26. The statements in this article concerning Jesus Christ are based on the statements made 
in each of the creeds and thus assume the historicity of Jesus, as well as the fact that He is true 
God and true man. 

Connect 
Read aloud the opening paragraphs. If your class is large, you may wish to divide the class 

into small groups to discuss the questions. This will give all participants an opportunity to share. 
27. Each person will have his or her way of answering this question. One help might be the 

use of the creed or at least the outline of the creed. 
28. The comfort we have in the doctrine that Jesus is both God and man is that He is the 

only one capable of securing our salvation. A mere human being would not be able to pay the 
price with perfect obedience nor eliminate the guilt that sin brings. 

29. Answers may vary. As we share God’s Word, the Holy Spirit works in the hearts of 
those who hear us. 

30. We will confess our faith in God. 
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31. Luther’s concluding paragraph to this article implied that the remaining Smalcald 
Articles would explain how justification by faith in Christ through grace alone was threatened by 
the false teachings and practices led by the pope, the devil, and the whole world. 

32. Since it is so easy to believe we can work our way into our salvation and to forget that 
God has done it all for us in and through His Son, Jesus Christ, it is necessary to proclaim, 
promote, and preach this great doctrine. 

33. Anything that teaches or promotes the idea that our works or worth merit salvation is a 
danger and poison to our salvation. 

Vision 
Invite participants to complete one or more of the suggested activities prior to the next class 

session. 

Closing Worship 
Lead the class in the closing hymn. 

For Next Week 
Ask participants to preview the Mass and the Invocation of Saints. 
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