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Introduction 
The Story of the Augsburg Confession 

On January 21, 1530, Emperor Charles V called for a general assembly—an imperial diet—
to be held in Augsburg, Germany. Convened to deal with the threat of the Turks to the empire 
and the Lutheran–Roman Catholic disagreement that was dividing the Church, the assembly was 
held later that year. 

For the assembly, the Lutherans prepared a confession of what they believed and taught on 
the basis of Holy Scripture. Using previously drafted documents and the guidance of Dr. Martin 
Luther, Philip Melanchthon, a professor friend and colleague of Luther, wrote the Augsburg 
Confession in both German and Latin. Dr. Luther did not attend the assembly in Augsburg 
because he was under the imperial ban. That ban declared he could be killed on sight by anyone. 
Thus, Luther stayed safely in a castle at Coburg under the protection of the Elector of Saxony. 

On behalf of the Lutherans, on June 25, 1530, a layman, Dr. Christian Beyer, read the 
German version of the Lutheran confession before the assembled emperor, rulers, and 
churchmen. At the conclusion of his presentation, Chancellor Beyer said to Emperor Charles V, 
“Most gracious Emperor, this is a Confession which, with the grace and help of God, will prevail 
even against the gates of hell.” That day in Augsburg was truly the birthday of the Lutheran 
Church. 

Using This Guide 
Each study guide and leader guide on the Lutheran Confessions has thirteen sessions. 

Following a Law/Gospel focus and a litany for worship, sessions are divided into four easy-to-
use sections. In the participant guides, these are noted by their bold, centered titles appearing 
within the text. 

Focus—Section 1 focuses the participant’s attention on the key concept that will be 
discovered in the session. 

Inform—Section 2 explores a portion of the Confessions and questions that help the 
participant study the text. 

Connect—Section 3 helps the participant apply the doctrine to their lives. 
Vision—Section 4 provides the participant with practical suggestions for taking the theme 

of the lesson out of the classroom and into the world. This section also concludes with a hymn 
for worship and a reading assignment for the following week. 

May God bless the study of His truth as we celebrate His grace to us through Jesus, our 
Lord. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we focus again on the rich heritage that is ours as the 
people of God in Christ. 
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Session 1 

Bible-Based Truth 
The Augsburg Confession: An Introduction 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, participants will 

• understand that the Augsburg Confession sets forth the basic teachings of Holy Scripture 
that are common to the universal Christian Church; 

• have a strong commitment to believe, confess, and live according to the teachings of the 
Augsburg Confession; 

• live in gratitude to God for those who have boldly confessed the truths of God’s Word 
and sincerely desire to follow their example. 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the Law/Gospel focus. 

Opening Worship 
Read responsively the litany based on Hebrews 13, printed in the study guide. 

Sign Here (Focus) 
Invite volunteers to read aloud the introduction. Then discuss the questions that follow. 
1. Religious groups (Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh-day Adventists), lodges 

(Masons, Elks, Moose), and service organizations (Lions, Rotary, Kiwanis) are among those 
associations that have statements of beliefs. These statements include the organization’s basic 
assumptions and goals, which motivate and direct the group. They help keep the organization 
true to its purposes and inform others about what the group believes, teaches, and practices. 

2. Such Confessions set forth what the confessors believe, teach, and practice on the basis of 
their accepted source or sources, such as Scripture or Scripture and traditions. 

3. They become confused about their beliefs and lose sight of their mission. They are not 
able to live together, witness, and serve with unified agreement and energetic conviction. 

A Complete Summary (Inform) 

Reading the Text 
Read aloud or invite volunteers to read aloud the introduction and conclusion to the 

Augsburg Confession. Then invite participants to work through the questions together or in small 
groups. 
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Discussing the Text 
4. Emperor Charles V called the diet. Both the empire and the Church were threatened by 

division within the Church. The division had to do with disagreement about what the Church 
should believe, teach, and confess. The purpose of the diet was to achieve unity within the 
Church and to unify the empire against enemies. 

5. The Confession was the voice of evangelical Church and political leaders. Melanchthon 
wrote it on their behalf, and they accepted it as their own Confession. 

6. The tone of the Preface is irenic (peaceful). The confessors sought to speak the truth in 
love. Only this kind of approach enables people not to be defensive but to hear and helpfully 
think about what is said. 

7. The confessors wanted to demonstrate that their teachings were rooted in Holy Scripture 
and supported by the teachings of the universal Christian Church. 

8. The confessors’ response is to “offer this Confession” in dutiful obedience to the 
emperor’s request. 

9. That Roman Catholic ecclesiastical leaders should “bear with [the confessors and their 
churches] patiently.” 

Defending the Faith (Connect) 
Read aloud the opening paragraph. Then read the sections from the Apology. If your class is 

large, you may wish to divide the class into small groups to discuss the questions. This will give 
all participants an opportunity to share. 

10. The Roman opponents wrote a document both approving and condemning portions of 
the Augsburg Confession. The Lutheran confessors prepared a reply to demonstrate once again 
that all Lutheran teachings are scriptural. 

11. Philip Melanchthon wrote as moderately as he could. He was not interested in creating 
discord. He wanted to confess the truth for the well-being of the Church. We too are to witness to 
our faith with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15–16). 

12. We can expect to be misunderstood, misrepresented, and sometimes condemned. 
13. Melanchthon prayed that Christ would “look upon the afflicted and scattered churches” 

and “bring them back to godly and continuous harmony.” We do well to pray this same prayer 
today and ask God to prosper our Christian witness as we carry out the mission of the Church. 

Life in the Body (Vision) 
Invite participants to complete one or more of the suggested activities prior to the next class 

session. 

Closing Worship 
Lead the class in the closing hymn. 

For Next Week 
Ask participants to preview Article I of the Augsburg Confession, printed in session 2. 
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