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ocus lays the foundation for learning. But so
often teens enter our confirmation classes worn out
from school or groggy from getting out of bed on
Saturday morning. That’s where Eyes, Ears, and All
My Senses 2: More Activities for Teaching the
Catechism makes the difference. These short, simple
activities will brighten your students’ bleary eyes and
get them focused on learning. The activities will help
your students take that first step into the catechism 
lesson and lead them into a lifetime of learning.

Use Eyes, Ears, and All My Senses 2: More
Activities for Teaching the Catechism to:
• Introduce lessons at junior confirmation classes 
• Start discussion at youth group devotions 
Each activity focuses specifically on a portion of
Luther’s Small Catechism and illustrates the 
life-changing truths that every Christian must learn
and review.
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Theme

The Eighth Commandment, Luther explains, is not only about not
doing things that hurt our neighbor’s reputation, but it is also about
helping and supporting our neighbor, especially as we talk with oth-
ers. In this commandment God provides yet another way for us to
praise Him for His love and care for us in Jesus by loving and caring
for those around us.

Shaping Our Neighbor

Materials
Modeling clay

Procedure (15 minutes)
Instruct your students to shape their piece of modeling clay into a figure

that shows how they would feel if they were addressed as follows:
You twerp! Who do you think you are? You can’t be trusted any fur-

ther than I can see you. You’re a liar and a cheat. All you know how to
do is get into trouble. I’m positive you took those CDs, just like those
kids said you did.

After students have worked a few minutes, ask them to shape their clay
into a figure that shows how they would feel if they were addressed like this:

Hi! You sure look great today. You do a good job taking care of your
little brother and sisters. I don’t think I could do what you do to help
them the way you do. I just heard those kids accusing you of taking
some CDs. I don’t know what happened, but I’m willing to help in any
way I can.

After students have worked for a few minutes, have them stop and read
together Luther’s explanation to the Eighth Commandment. Then ask,
Which figure that you made depicts a person who has had lies told
about him or her, who has been betrayed and slandered, and who has
had tales spread to ruin his or her reputation? Let the students respond
and discuss their responses. Then ask, Which figure would depict a person
who has friends who defend him or her when facing derision, who is
spoken well of by others, and whose friends explain things in the kind-
est possible way? Again, discuss the responses. Ask, Why would God prefer
that we treat one another the way the second part of the explanation
describes rather than the first? In the discussion, make the point that God
always acts in love toward His creation. In this commandment God is pro-
tecting us from false accusations, slander, and, in general, from being the
victim of someone else’s tongue. He is also attempting to guide us to care for
one another, especially when it comes to how we talk about one another.

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT

The Kindest Way
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