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A Twist 
on True Faith

In 1987 John Drewe created an ingenious decep-
tion. After reading about an artist who could make
realistic copies of original paintings, Drewe contacted
the artist. He hired him to paint masterful forgeries.
For years, people believed Drewe’s deception. They
paid millions of dollars for his forgeries. Although
Drewe is now in prison, his deception has permanent-
ly destroyed many people’s trust in art and
artists.

Drewe’s deception works very
much like the deceptive teachings
of many cults and false religions.
Like Drewe, cult leaders lie and
manipulate people to get what
they want. Their masterful for-
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1. Faith 
and religion mean

something 
to my parents. 

I’m living 
right now.
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geries of the truth trick people into trusting
them. In the name of truth, they twist and
destroy true faith.

True or False?
Carefully read the statements pictured on

this page. Distinguish between the true state-
ments and the false ones. Rewrite the false state-
ments so that they are true. (If you can’t make a
statement true at this time, try again at the end
of this session.)

What Is Faith?
“You believe that there is one God. Good!

Even the demons believe that—and shudder”
(James 2:19).

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope
for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews
11:1).

After reading the above Bible passages, write
in the blank dialogue balloon what faith is.

1. What do you believe in that you cannot
see?

2. Are believing in God and having true
faith the same thing?

True Faith Has a Focus
In 1859, after walking a wire stretched tightly

across Niagara Falls, world-renowned aerialist Jean
Francois Gravelet, “the great Blondin,” quickly
repeated his feat. Then he stopped the cheering
crowds by inviting someone to climb on his back
for a return trip. Eyewitnesses recall that the
crowds were silent. After Blondin made many
trips back and forth across the falls, his manager,
Harry Colcord, climbed on his back and made the
trip across with him.

1. Would you have volunteered to be the first
to cross on Blondin’s back? What about for the
second or third trip? Why or why not?

2. Why did Harry Colcord climb onto
Blondin’s back?

3. In the Bible, God asks you to trust His Son,
Jesus Christ. Do you believe Jesus can carry you
across the gap that separates you from God? Why
or why not?

4. Faith does not exist all by itself. According
to Romans 10:14–17, where does faith come from?

5. According to John 3:16, if you believe, you
have eternal life. If you were to die right now, do
you believe you would go to heaven? Why or why
not? If you have doubts about life after death, do
you think that your doubts are about Jesus or
yourself? Explain your answer.
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4. It makes 
no difference what 
you believe as long 

as you’re sincere about
what you believe.2. Faith 

is just a bunch
of rituals for
weak-minded

people.

3. You’d 
better be

careful what
you say or

God is going to
get you!
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Only Two Religions
There are two religions in the world, and only

two. The following parable will help illustrate this
truth:

Suppose you’re walking along one day and
fall into a very deep pit. You start jumping and
scratching, trying to get out, when you hear a
noise in the corner. You discover a snake curled
up in the corner—a deadly, poisonous snake. Now
you panic.

Along comes a Muslim. He looks down into
the pit and says, “I see that you’ve fallen into a
pit, and I am indeed sorry for you. But all in this
world is Allah’s will. This too is part of his will for
you. Submit. Resign yourself to his will.” And he
goes on his way and leaves you in the pit.

Along comes a Hindu. He notices you in the
pit, looks down, and says, “I see you’ve fallen into
a pit. I am indeed sorry for you. But Nirvana is the
goal of all people—to be absorbed into the god-
head. And we reach that by contemplation.
Contemplate.” He goes on his way and leaves you
in the pit.

Along comes a Buddhist, and seeing that you
are in the pit, he says, “I see that you have fallen
into a pit, and I am indeed sorry for you. The
eightfold path to goodness is the way to God.
When you have perfected all eight you will reach
God. Obviously you haven’t reached him yet.
Contemplate. Perfect your goodness.” And he goes
on his way, leaving you in the pit.

A Confucianist comes along and says, “I see
you’ve fallen into a pit, and I am indeed sorry for
you. But all in this world is Yin and Yang, and it
all comes out in the end.” And he walks away,
shaking his head.

Finally, along comes Jesus Christ. He sees you
in the pit, and without a word, He jumps in with
you. As He boosts you out of the pit, He excites
the snake. It strikes Jesus. He falls dead, but you
walk away free.

That’s the difference between Christianity and
all other religions in the world. All other religions
leave you in the pit. All the rest offer you some
way to seek eternal life on your own, by meditat-
ing, contemplating, or working to perfect yourself.
Only Jesus Christ goes into the pit of sin with
you. He dies in order to get you out of it. By His
resurrection Jesus closes the pit for you.

The Creeds: Summaries 
of the True Faith

Cults and false religious teachings are not
new. The history of Christianity shows that again
and again people have tried to imitate and twist

the truth about Jesus. To combat this problem, the
early Christians used creeds.

The Council of Nicea, which met in A.D. 325,
condemned the teachings of a man named Arius
and his followers, called Arians. They believed
that while Jesus must have been a pretty good and
intelligent person, there was no way He could
have been true God. After all, He died! Are you
familiar with a creed called the Nicene Creed?
This creed, which Christians still use today, was
written against the deceptive teachings of Arius. It
clearly shows that Jesus is true God.

An opposite but equally popular false teach-
ing in the early church was called Eutychianism,
after another well-meaning man named
Eutychius. Eutychius’ followers believed that in
order for Jesus to do all the wonderful things He
did, He had to be God. But they refused to believe
that Jesus was also truly a man like us.

Another group denied the truth of the Trinity,
or the three-in-oneness of the Godhead. Some
denied this teaching simply because the word trin-
ity does not appear in the Bible.

Faith
1. Outside of your faith in God and the

church, in what/whom do you believe?
2. What do you believe about God?
3. In what/whom did you once believe but no

longer do?
4. In what/whom would you like to believe?
5. If you had just five minutes to tell a dying

person about Jesus, what would you say?

To Review and Remember
As a class, refresh your memory by reciting

the Apostles’ Creed (Luther’s Small Catechism with
Explanation, pp. 13–15). Throughout this course,
you will need to remember the creed’s teaching in
contrast to the false teachings of the various cults.
Read Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation,
pages 99–104.

Family Time
1. Look up some religion-related words in

your dictionary, such as religion, faith, cult, or God.
2. Are cults a fairly recent development?
3. What did Paul in 2 Timothy 4:1–4 have to

say about other religious beliefs?
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