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1
God Makes 
the World (GENESIS 2–3)

In the beginning

God created

the heavens

and the earth.

Genesis 1:1

1Creation

In the beginning God made the world and everything in it. He

created the sun, moon, stars, earth, air, water, and all plants and

animals. He made the first people, too. God made the first man,

Adam, from the dust of the ground and brought him to life. God gave

Adam work to do. He was to care for the Garden of Eden—the perfect

home God had made for him. Adam liked his work.

The First People

Adam named all the animals as God brought them before him,

but Adam was lonely. So God caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep.

Then, taking one of Adam’s ribs, God made Eve, the first woman.

Adam and Eve became husband and wife. They were happy in the

Garden of Eden.

Adam and Eve Sin

God had told Adam and Eve that they could eat the fruit of any

tree in the garden except for one. They were not to eat the fruit from

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, which stood in the center

of the garden. God told them that if they were to eat of it, they would

die.
One day, the devil came to Eve in the form of a snake. He told

her she would be like God if she ate from the tree. Eve thought the

fruit of the tree looked good, so she ate some. She gave some of it to

Adam, and he ate of it, too.

God Promises the Savior

Adam and Eve realized they had sinned, and they tried to hide

from God. No one can hide from God. Because Adam and Eve dis-

obeyed, they had to leave the garden. They, and all who would come

after them, would have to face life in a sin-filled world and eventual-

ly would die. But God is love. He promised the Savior who, with His

life, death and resurrection, would pay the penalty for all sins and

win a victory over the devil’s power.

God made us; He gives us all we have, including
Jesus, our Savior from sin.



* What special talents, abilities, and interests has God given to you?* Ask your parents to help you identify unique qualities about your-
self.

* Talk with your parents about what you would like your life to be
like 20 years from now. Include your relationship with Jesus in your
description.

Dear God, thank You for the beautiful world You have made for us.
Forgive us for Jesus’ sake for the things we have done wrong. Help us
to value all that You have made, including all other people. Help us
always to live our lives for You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Carrie, Ulanda, Brian, and Lee may not
look very much alike. Their ancestors came
from different parts of the world. But the
four have formed a friendship. They have fun
together and like to be together because they
are all the same age. One day Lee came up
with an idea, “Let’s call ourselves the CLUB.
It’s a word I made using the first letter of each
of our names.” Everyone liked Lee’s plan. They
have been calling themselves the CLUB ever
since.

Carrie takes pride in her height, in her
appearance, and in her grades; Carrie is very
bright. She likes to solve puzzles and, when she’s
not with the CLUB, school is her favorite place to
be. Carrie usually has a warm smile for her
friends. But Carrie doesn’t like to meet new peo-
ple. She doesn’t like to be asked questions about
herself. If Carrie could have one wish, she
would like to be the way she was before her
disease.

People usually describe Ulanda as four
and a half feet of pure energy. Outgoing and
sometimes boisterous, Ulanda has a quick
tongue and a taste for cutting humor that
sometimes gets her into trouble. She
spends much of her spare time sharpening her
skills at playing the violin. Ulanda would like
to become a concert violinist. Ulanda also has
a special talent for mechanical things.

From his parents Lee has often heard
about the crowded conditions in far away Asia.
When he grows up, Lee would like to be an
oceanographer. He dreams of developing a new
strain of sea grain to help feed a hungry world.
Thoughtful and creative, Lee enjoys the out-
doors. He can often be found drawing pictures of
birds, when he’s supposed to be doing his home-
work or cleaning his room. Lee takes the lead in

his family’s recycling efforts because of his
desire to care for the environment.

Brian values his time on the basket-
ball court as much as his friend Lee
enjoys the out-of-doors. Brian loves
games of all kinds, but especially those
involving running, jumping, and
throwing. Brian misses his father,
even though he left the family when
Brian was very young. Secretly, he
prays to God that one day his dad
will return. Brian’s mom worries sometimes
about Brian’s temper. But Brian trusts in Jesus,
and thanks God for the self-control the Holy Spirit is bring-
ing into his life.

Review the description of each of the CLUB members. Which of
their characteristics are like yours? What evidence do you see that
we live in a sin-filled world? How does Jesus help us?

Each One Unique
As people we have much in common; we are all sinners who

need a Savior. Thank God, the Savior He promised to Adam and
Eve has come. That Savior, Jesus, died for all of our sins and rose
again from the dead. Now He lives in our hearts to help us live our
lives for Him.

Though we have much in common, each of us is unique as well.
Just as God made each of the CLUB members different from one
another, He has given us our individual talents, abilities, and inter-
ests. He also provides us with opportunities to use His gifts to

Carrie

Ulanda

Lee

Brian



Because God loves us, He tells us how we are to live.
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The Ten Command-
ments (EXODU S 19–24)

God Speaks to His People

Three months after leaving Egypt, the people of Israel camped

near Mount Sinai. The Lord told Moses to tell the people, “You

have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I carried you on

eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. If you will obey My voice

and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My

treasured possession. Although the whole earth is Mine, you will

be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

The Giving of the Law

On the morning of the third day, the people in the camp trem-

bled at the thunder, lightning, the thick cloud upon the mountain,

and the loud sound of a trumpet. Mount Sinai was covered with

smoke because God descended on it in fire, and the whole mountain

shook. Moses went up to the mountain to be with the Lord and stay

there for 40 days and 40 nights. God spoke, “I am the Lord, your

God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You

shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not misuse the name

of the Lord your God. … Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it

holy. … Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live

long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not

murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You

shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. You shall not

covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s

wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or

anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Moses went up the mountain a second time and wrote down all

the words of the Lord. Then he built an altar, telling the young

men to offer sacrifices on it. Moses read God’s Word to the people.

And the people responded, “All that the Lord has said, we will do.”

Out of all nations 
you will be 

My treasured possession. 
Exodus 19:5
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FFiirrsstt TThhiinnggss ffiirrsstt

* Why do parents give their children rules?* Why does God give people rules to live by?* Jesus came to earth to keep God’s rules perfectly in our place.
How do we show our love for Him?Dear God, You loved us enough to send Jesus to be our Savior. We

know that You care about us so much that You have told us how to
live so that we can enjoy a happy, healthy, and productive life.
Help us to live our lives in ways that please You as we show our
love for You and for others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

“They say it’s for our own good,” said Carrie. “How do they
know?”

“Well, they do love us,” said Lee. “If they didn’t love us,
they wouldn’t care what we do.”

“I know my mom loves me,” said Brian. “I guess I’m not
sure about my dad, wherever he is. Sometimes I don’t care what
my mom tells me to do. I’m just glad she’s here to tell me, not
running off like some parents.”

Lee thought about that. “Yeah,” he said, “I bet Bruiser
would be nicer if he had parents who cared more about him.”

“Hmm,” said Ulanda. “When you put it that way, I guess I
don’t mind my parents’ rules so much. I’m glad they’re around.”

Carrie laughed. “Ulanda, the last time you were supposed to
clean your room, you
took apart your tape
recorder instead,
remember?”

“Now when you
push ’play,’ ” said
Brian, “it rewinds.”

Ulanda giggled.
“Okay, this time, I’ll
try to actually do what
I’m supposed to!”

They all laughed. Lee
laughed so hard he fell
off his bed, landing on a
pile of dirty socks.

The four members of the CLUB were sitting in Lee’s bed-
room. They had been discussing the break-in at Carrie’s house.
Brian and Carrie both now recalled seeing the yellow-tie man
around the neighborhood, but no one had seen him since.

“We could look around town for him on Saturday,” sug-
gested Lee, “only I can’t do anything until I clean out my
aquarium.”

Ulanda sighed. “I can’t go out until I clean my whole
room,” she said. “And it’s such a mess I just know it will take
me the whole day!”

“My mom’s making me go through and organize all my
puzzle boxes,” said Carrie. “I have to make sure all the pieces
are in the right boxes, find a good place for storing them, and
choose old ones to give away. She won’t let me have my key
until I’m done!”

“Well my day isn’t any better,” said Brian, his eyes fol-
lowing the striped tiger fish in Lee’s tank. “I have to finish my
math before I touch the TV—on a Saturday! What a gyp.”

The four children sat there listening to air bubbles gur-
gling in Lee’s fish tank.

“Sometimes parents sure seem mean,” said Ulanda.
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