
� 
Copyright © 2000 Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
S}�tem, or transmitted, 1n any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy
ing, tecordlng, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing
House. 

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
!1'"TERNATIONAJ. VERSTO?>.'®. NIV®. Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible
Society. Used by permission of Zonder:van Publishing House. All Tights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked NKJV are from the New King James Version of the Bible, 
copyright© 1979, 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers. Used by permission. 

Scripture quotations marked NRSV are from the New Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible, copyright© 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Quorations of the Small Catechism are from Luther's Small Catechism with Explanation 
� 1986, 1991 by Concordia Publi5hing House. 

Ponions of this book are taken and adapted from W. Arndt, Flmdamrnta.l Christit111 B<1/ie(s 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publlshlng House, 1965); and from E. Koenker, IVor:sl!ip /11 Word and 
Sacrament (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1959). 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

6 8 9 10 11 12 13 15 14 13 12 11 10 09 08 07 

-, 

5 

7 

13 

19 

25 

31 

37 

43 

49 

55 

61 

68 

75 

Contents 

Introduction 

God Above All· 1

Humanity· 2

Jesus: Who He ls · 3

Jesus: What He Has Done· 4

The Work of the Spirit· 5

( '" -, The Bible· 6
,' \ 

r-·, Holy Baptism· 7

The Lord's Supper· 8

__ ,_;Fl1c\,Churc h · 9

The Ministry · 10

Last Things · 11

Life in Christ · 12 



lntrod11ction 

"You have exalted above all things Your name and 
Your Word" (Psalms 138:2). 

What do you hold most precious? What are your life's 
highest priorities? 

Above All Else introduces for you the basic truths of 
Christian doctrine. Each chapter presents the essentials of 
faith based on God's Word. The topics are not ancient 
stories with little relevance to life today. Instead, you will 
discover here the Good News of forgiveness, life, and sal
vation, Good News for the challenges, problems, and 
tragedies you experience every day. 

Above All Else draws on Scripture and Luther's Small 
Catechism to present Law and Gospel to adult inquirers. 
This book is ideal for membership classes, a refresher 
course with fellow Christians, or personal study. 

As you read and understand the Bible's key teachings 
for your life, may God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
strengthen you for living in Christ. 



· 1·

God Above All 

The Christian faith centers on Jesus the Savior, who 
loved us and gave Himself for us. The Son of God became 
flesh and lived among us for a while, full of grace and 
truth. Christ is true God, we confess, and through Him we 
know God. Who is the God we worship? 

Gon ExrsTs 

God is the source of everything. All things depend on 
Him. He has supreme authority, power, and wisdom. He is 
without beginning or end; He is always near us and yet 
fills the entire universe. He is holy and perfect in His being 
and in His dealings with His creatures. God is a being 
whose nature is goodness, power, and wisdom. 

But how do we really know there is such a being? We 
cannot see, hear, or touch Him. Music is invisible, but we 
can hear it; air is invisible, but we can feel it; the sun can 
neither be heard nor touched, but we can see it and 
recognize its life-giving warmth. How then can we know 
God, who is beyond the reach of our senses? 

Quite simply, we have a written record: the Bible. From 
its first to its last page, the Bible speaks of God as existing. 
He is not the creation of our own fancy. God is real, the 
greatest of all realities. 

The Bible nowhere tries to prove the existence of God. 
But neither does it attempt to prove the occurrence of the 
great flood or the exodus from Egypt. Just as the Bible 
simply tells us about these events, so it simply tells us 

about God. 



WE .MAY KN-ow Gon 

While we do not try to prove that God exists, we do 
find evidence of God's existence apart from the Bible. We 
often call this natural knowledge of God. 

Most nations and races in history have believed in the 
existence of a supreme being. The fact that various peoples, 
even those living in isolation, have the same conviction of 
a supreme being is a strong argument for the existence of 
God. 

Moreover, this world can hardly have originated by 
itself, nor can it have existed forever. If it were from eter
nity, there would be no change in it; for where there is 
change, there must be a beginning and an end. But the 
One who Himself is without beginning or end called the 
universe into being. This is known as the argument from 
the existence of the world. 

Furthermore, we cannot fail to see beauty, order, and 
fitness in the world. Our hands are marvelously formed to 
do the work required of them. Our eyes, which give us 
the extraordinary ability of sight, are well protected by 
eyebrows and eyelids. Every part of our earth has plants 
and animals adapted to its climate. All of this testifies not 
only that a Creator exists but also that He is an all-wise 
being. The argument from design, then, testifies to the 
existence of God. 

Finally, we are born with the conviction that there is a 
being who is above us and to whom we are responsible for 
everything we do. The voice of conscience inside every 
human being gives witness to the existence of a great 
Judge who will call us to account when our earthly lives 
are ended. We often try to silence our conscience and may 
for a while succeed in doing so. But eventually we submit 
to the insistent voice within us and acknowledge that 
there is a God. 

The apostle Paul alludes to the natural knowledge of 
God in Romans 1:19-20. All people know of God's eternal 
power and majesty from the things He has made. Atheism, 

the view that there is no God, violates humanity's inmost 
convictions and runs counter to our observations. No 
person is an atheist by nature. 

While this natural knowledge of God comes from Him 
and embraces many important truths, it cannot bring us 
salvation. When Adam and Eve fell into sin, they corrupted 
the perfect knowledge God had given them and reduced it 
to a shadow of what it once had been. As things are now, 
we by nature still know that there is a God. We know a 
number of His qualities. But we cannot say precisely who 
He is and what He is like. By nature we know that we are 
sinful, but we cannot find out how to rid ourselves of our 
guilt. We need more than this vague knowledge of God. So 
God has revealed Himself in specific ways. 

Gon's SPECIAL REVELATION OF HIMSELF 

After Adam and Eve corrupted the knowledge of God in 
their hearts through sin, God mercifully spoke to them 
about Himself and His purpose. God has spoken to us. He 
did so not only in nature and in our conscience but also 
through a special revelation. 

God has revealed Himself in the Scriptures. In the 
beginning God communicated directly with people. Later 
He called some into His service and gave them a message 
about Himself to convey to others. God led many of His 
prophets to put down in writing the message they had 
received. These are the books of the Old Testament. 

At the right time the most astounding event of all came 
to pass: God sent His only Son to reveal to us the Father's 
heart of love and mercy. St. John describes this remarkable 
revelation: "No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him 
known" Gohn 1:18 NRSV). 

The Son of God, Jesus Christ, preached and taught and 
demonstrated His Father's love in His death and resurrec
tion. He also sent special messengers, the apostles, to 
continue His gracious work. The Holy Spirit moved some 



of these messengers to record the Good News of Christ's 
saving mission and His ongoing work in His church. The 
New Testament contains the inspired writings of the 
Lord's apostles and evangelists. 

God Himself addresses us in the Bible. He gave His 
Word in human language. This revelation shows the way 
to eternal salvation. 

GoD .MADE THE WoRLD 

The world did not come into being by itself. Even our 
reason leads us to believe in an ultimate personal cause 
of everything that exists. The Bible speaks clearly and 
definitely about God the Creator: "In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). 

Of course, no human witnessed this event. We simply 
accept the Bible's inspired account by faith. Hebrews 11:3 
affirms, "By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not 
made out of what was visible." Creation, then, means that 
God made the world and all it contains out of nothing, 
employing only His Word. 

Believers in evolution fall into two classes. Atheistic 
evolutionists deny the existence of a Creator, assuming 
that matter is eternal or that its origin is unknown. They 
hold that the world developed from some primary sub
stance over a period of millions of years. Theistic evolu
tionists believe that God created the material from which 
the universe was formed and that everything developed 
from this basic material. For them evolution was God's 
method of creation. 

Evolution is nothing more than a theory. Many of its 
points contradict specific statements of the Bible. For 
instance, the theory that higher forms of life developed 
from lower forms contradicts Genesis 1:11, 21, 24. God's 
people believe and confess that God created everything 
after its own kind. Rather than engage in speculations 
about the origin of the universe, we adore God for the 
grandeur and fitness of everything He created. 

GoD PRESERVES AND GovERNS THE WoRLD 

The Scriptures also tell us that the God who created the 
universe now preserves it. For example, He gives living 
creatures their daily food (Psalm 145:15); He guides the 
sun in its course (Matthew 5:45); and He provides us with 
all we require (Acts 14:17). What some people attribute to 
laws of nature (e.g., the sprouting of seed and the growth 
of plants), the Bible assigns to God's loving care and 
guidance (Psalm 104:14). 

Christians believe that God watches over us every 
minute and keeps us from harm. When calamities and 
misfortunes come upon us, the Word of God assures us 
that He can bring good out of these experiences. God may 
use the hardships of life to turn us away from evil and to 
help us trust Him and seek His will. 

ANGELS 

The Scriptures tell us that God created not only the 
visible beings, which have material bodies, but also the 
invisible spirits, called angels. We do not know on which 
of the six days of creation the angels were made, but it is 
clear that their creation took place within that six-day 
period: "For in six days the Lord made the heavens and 
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them" (Exodus 20:11). 

Some angels fell away from God (2 Peter 2:4); there are 
good angels and evil angels. The number of the good 
angels is very large (Daniel 7:10). They are powerful (Psalm 
103:20); they will not and cannot fall away from God 
(Matthew 18:10; 1 Timothy 5:21); they engage in the 
praise of God (Revelation 5:11-14); and they are deployed 
by God to serve Christians (Hebrews 1:14). While we do 
not pray to angels or give them divine honor, we thank 
God for the help and protection He gives us through these 
messengers and servants. Scripture refers to special classes 
of angels: cherubim, seraphim, and archangels. 

There also are many evil angels (Luke 8:30). The Bible 
frequently calls them devils. Their head is called Satan, 



Beelzebub, or simply the devil. In mentioning their fall 
and everlasting punishment, Jude 6 implies that the evil 
angels were created holy. We do not know when they 
rebelled against God, but it must have preceded the fall of 
Adam and Eve. Satan, in the form of a serpent, was present 
in the Garden of Eden. Though Satan is strong and intent 
on harming and destroying Christians (1 Peter 5:8), we 
need not fear him. We are connected to the stronger one, 
Christ, who came to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 
3:8). 

OuR TRIUNE Gan 

What God has told us in the Scriptures about His own 
being far surpasses our understanding. If God were a being 
like us, we could fully understand Him. But then He would 
not be God-the eternal, almighty, all-knowing Lord. 

Christians confess the triune God, the one God in three 
persons. The Bible teaches that God is one divine being 
and that He is the only God. Yet God is three persons-the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit-and each person is 
equally divine and glorious. The mystery of the Christian 
faith is that we worship the Trinity, our Maker, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, who reveals Himself in His Word. 

With thanksgiving for our salvation in Christ, we say: 
"Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen." 

·2·

Humanity 

Genesis 1 describes how God, after He made all other 
creatures, created the first people. God fashioned Adam by 
forming his body from the dust of the ground and by 
breathing into him the breath of life. God also made a 
wife for Adam out of Adam's own body. He created Adam 
and Eve in His own image, and He blessed them and 
appointed them to rule over all other earthly creatures. 

The image of God includes qualities of the intellect, 
heart, and will. From Colossians 3:10 and Ephesians 4:24 
we see that the divine image means having a knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness similar to that of God. Adam 
and Eve were without sin, knew God, and were perfectly 
happy in Him. They were devoted to what is right and 
God pleasing and had a deep understanding of the divine 
will. 

EVIL ENTERS THE WORLD 

Adam and Eve soon fell from the high position God 
had given them. They disobeyed a clear command of God 
(Genesis 3:1-6). Satan, taking the form of a serpent, sug
gested this sin. God did not force Adam and Eve to resist 
Satan's temptation, for He desired that they obey Him of 
their own free will. Yet Adam and Eve were not forced to 
give in to the devil. They chose to sin and were by no 
means unwilling victims. 

That first act of disobedience brought disastrous con
sequences. Humans have kept some characteristics that 
distinguish them from animals-intellect and reason, the 
power of speech, conscience, and the soul. But in the fall 
humanity lost the most precious possession: the divine 




