
         Teaching the Way Jesus Taught—Quick Topical

Studies for Teachers

Introductory Activity
Hand out the Participant Page and have

participants complete the first section (about
their favorite Bible stories). Give them about
six minutes to think and write down their
answers. Then go around the room and share
their answers with the rest of the group.

Involving Families
Each of us can probably remember a teacher

who made a difference in our lives. We often
think of Jesus as the Master Teacher. Looking
at the teaching of Jesus, we will examine four
key concepts that can help in our teaching.
1. Jesus started with the learner’s context. Jesus used

familiar objects to help get His message across. His
audience included fisherman, shepherds, and
farmers. So He chose objects like boats, fish, sheep,
seeds, and grain in His teaching.

2. Jesus allowed the learners to discover the truth for
themselves without pointing things out directly.

Jesus let them connect their experience to the
message He was conveying. Simply saying “don’t
be afraid” may not have been enough for Peter.
Jesus had Peter walk on the water and experience
the trust in confidence that came from believing in
Jesus. After the experience Jesus used simple
questions to help His “students” learn.

3. Jesus used teachable moments to convey a message.
When the wine ran out at the wedding of Cana,
Jesus seized the moment. He helped the situation
and taught a lesson to those in attendance. Jesus
was able to go with the flow, which is often a
challenge to teachers. However, each class session
has many teachable moments that can be used as
valuable lessons.

4. Jesus gave His “students” a chance to practice
what they had learned. Think about the story of the
rich young man in Mark 10:17-31. Jesus told the
story to the crowd in response to one man’s
question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Then he offered them an opportunity to put into
practice what they had learned from his teaching.
Let’s take some time to put these teaching methods
into practice in our classroom.



Participant Page
Think about your favorite Bible story and answer the questions below.

· What is your favorite Bible story? (Give a brief description.)

· Why is this your favorite Bible story?

· What have you learned from this Bible story?

Four techniques used by Jesus are listed below. In pairs , look at each of the methods Jesus used
and apply them to the grade level you currently teach.

Context
Jesus started with the learner’s context.

· With what objects would your class best identify?

· Choose one object and think of a way to apply it to a Bible story.

Discovery
Jesus allowed the learners to discover the truth for themselves without pointing things out
directly.

· Look at Matthew 14:25-33. What truth was taught?

· What situation could you set up in your classroom to help teach this truth to your students?

Teachable Moments
Jesus used teachable moments to convey a message.

· Think about a teachable moment that might arise in your classroom (e.g., two students arguing
over who gets to be first in line).

· How could you use this teachable moment to teach an important lesson to the children?

Practice
Jesus gave His “students” a chance to practice what they learned.

· Look at Matthew 26:31-75. What did Peter learn?

· Develop a scenario for your classroom to help teach this new learning to your students.

From Making a Difference, Quick Topical Studies for Teachers, by Margaret Hinchey, Catalog #22-2546
Copyright © 1998 by Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118

Distributed in CrossTalk (Oct.-Dec. 1998) by Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118
May be reproduced for local ministry only, provided these credit lines are included.


