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With wisdom and a sense of humor, Sharla Fritz brings the complex and con-
founding Book of Hosea to life. She skillfully combines modern-day stories, 
historic facts, and thoughtful questions to show us how this book of the Bible 
still speaks and calls each one of us to “live loved.” For those who want to go 
deeper, God’s Relentless Love also contains a study guide.

Afton Rorvik, author of Storm Sisters: Friends through All Seasons

Sharla shows how Hosea’s story mirrors God’s relationship with the Isra-
elites and then helps me humbly see myself in Gomer. I especially loved 
the section called “Live Like You’re Loved”; it’s a very down-to-earth, 
Gospel-centered approach to receiving God’s love. The suggestions for 
group projects were a nice surprise—hands-on learning and application 
that many will enjoy. I encourage women to work through this Bible study 
together in small groups to become more acquainted with the Book of 
Hosea and to explore their own relationships with God. 

Stephenie Hovland, author and educator

God’s Relentless Love is a beautiful study of the Book of Hosea. Sharla 
guides the reader through this complicated book of the Bible and makes 
it relatable and understandable. As we learn about the Israelites and how 
they did not always trust God, we can see ourselves within the story. 
Instead of condemnation, God wraps us in His grace. He gently calls us 
back to the truth; He loves us unconditionally. God loves us, even when 
our faith is weak and when we forget about His faithfulness. We can rest 
in the promise that we are God’s beloved children.

Michelle Diercks, podcast host of Peace in His Presence 

The story of Hosea paints a stunning portrait of how God pursues the 
drifter and redeems the broken. Throughout this superb study, Sharla 
skillfully reminds us how God never fails to extend His loving grace every 
time we go spiritually AWOL. Through journaling, Scripture memorization, 
and honest insights, each chapter offers a fresh journey along antiqui-
ty’s roads to demonstrate that we cannot outrun God or His affections. 
Sharla’s study offered me much-needed space to dig deep into Scripture 
to discover once again that no matter how far I fall or how bad I mess up, 
God welcomes wanderers with His relentless love.

Donna Snow, author of Forgiveness, Esther, Without This Ring, and others;  
owner of Artesian Ministries 
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Beautiful, compelling, and full of wisdom. God’s Relentless Love, a new 
Bible study by Sharla Fritz, helped me to better understand the dramat-
ic love story of Hosea and Gomer. But more importantly, it helped me to 
understand God’s unbelievable, totally gracious, infinite, tenacious, and 
all-knowing love for me. Sharla’s well-researched study is filled with biblical 
wisdom, a deep dive into God’s love for His people, and real-life stories of 
relentless love. It will forever change the way you understand Hosea—and 
will help you see how much you are loved by your heavenly Father.
Christina Hergenrader, author of Family Trees and Olive Branches, Shine, Love Rules, and 

others; retreat leader and speaker 

Prepare yourself for a gripping love story—a true tale of a prophet and 
a prostitute, an ancient account as applicable today as it was then, un-
packed in a most wonderful way. Author Sharla Fritz has woven history 
and prophecy together with engaging explanation, detailed context, and 
contemporary true tales, creating a Bible study masterpiece about God’s 
Relentless Love. The story of Hosea’s unwavering love for his unfaithful 
wife is also the story of God’s relentless love for His rebellious people—His 
redeeming, restoring love for you and me in Christ. The message of this 
masterpiece is for anyone who has run after love, identity, or purpose apart 
from God, searching elsewhere in vain. God’s Relentless Love enabled me 
to recognize modern ideas of idolatry that I’ve tried on for size, the worldly 
ways and means I’ve turned to instead of God, and the times I’ve doubted 
His love or drifted in a destructive direction. Above all, it allowed me to see 
with greater clarity God’s unending pursuit, unlimited love, and unmatched 
mercy in Christ, my Savior!     

Deb Burma, author of Joy: A Study of Philippians; Living a Chocolate Life; Sip, Savor, and 
Drink Deeply; and others; retreat leader and Christian speaker 
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To Steven and Shelly, who understand what it’s 
like to grow up in the center of the universe. 

I so appreciate your talents in making me laugh! 

Thanks for letting me share your  
beautiful stories in this book. 

    DEDICATION
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God’s Relentless Love

Introduction
Do you enjoy a good love story? Do you race through novels with 

classic girl-meets-guy plots? Do you laugh and cry through rom-coms at 
the movie theater?

Personally, I love a funny, sweet, romantic tale that takes my mind off 
my own life’s story, which usually contains either too many tangled twists 
or too much mundane monotony. However, romance novels disappoint 
me when I figure out how the story ends after reading only a few pages. 
I don’t like a predictable plot.

No one would describe the Book of Hosea in the Old Testament as 
predictable. The Bible contains many love stories, but the account of 
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Introduction

the prophet Hosea and his unfaithful wife, Gomer, wins the prize for the 
most surprising. From the very beginning, where God Almighty directs 
His faithful messenger Hosea to marry a prostitute, to the ending that 
leaves us hanging, every chapter breaks the mold of a traditional tale of 
the heart.

If you’ve ever read the Book of Hosea, you may have scratched your 
head and wondered what it all meant. The book is confusing, cryptic, 
and complicated. Even if you make it through the strange love story, you 
encounter chapters of dire doom-and-gloom messages that Hosea deliv-
ered to the people of Israel.

So why bother with this complex and confounding account of a proph-
et and a prostitute? For a long time, I wondered that too. When I reached 
the Book of Hosea in my read-through-the-Bible-in-a-year plan, I usually 
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God’s Relentless Love

skimmed the pages. I rushed through perplexing parts, not bothering to 
think about the imagery, not making the effort to find meaning for my life.

But one year, when I again finished the Book of Daniel and flipped 
the page to Hosea, the prophet’s message came alive. I saw the unusual 
love story for what it was—a picture of God’s relentless love for me. I saw 
that God cared for broken, sinful people like Gomer, like me. I rejoiced in 
the fact that I didn’t need to have a pristine life before God could reach 
out to me. I cried tears of joy that I didn’t have to make myself look good 
before God chose me and made me His own. 

I won’t give away the whole plot, but in this story of a prophet and 
his unfaithful wife, I saw the tale of my own life of faith. I understood 
more clearly that God constantly works to free me from my shackles of 
idolatry and entices me to leave my false gods. He desires an intimate 
relationship with me. He tells me I belong to Him and invites me to call 
Him “Husband.” 

Astounding.

To help you grasp the message of this book, we will examine it from 
a historical perspective, looking at what was happening in Israel at the 
time of Hosea. We’ll look at the condition of the nation of Israel during 
this period and the symbolism of Hosea and Gomer’s relationship. We’ll 
study what Hosea’s message meant to his original audience—Yahweh’s 
chosen people.

God continues to speak through Hosea’s words—their significance 
did not end with the Old Testament period. We’ll look at how the Book of 
Hosea speaks to us as New Testament people. We’ll apply the lessons of 
history to our own slice of time and our personal relationships with God.

Each chapter of this study begins with a contemporary story of re-
lentless love. Family and friends have allowed me to share their inspiring 
tales of love that continue through difficulty, rejection, and time. I hope 
these narratives give you new perspectives of the story of God’s relent-
less love for His people.
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Introduction

At the end of each chapter, I encourage you to “live like you’re loved.” 
I pray that Hosea and Gomer’s unusual story helps the truth of God’s 
unfailing love penetrate your soul. May the prophet’s reassurance of the 
Lord’s forgiveness drown out the voices of shame. May Hosea’s mes-
sage of God’s passion for you overpower any heart-cries of doubt.

Why study Hosea? Because God saw fit to include it in His Holy Word, 
and therefore, He must have some significant message in it for us. Be-
cause it will help us abandon our modern, counterfeit gods. Because 
Hosea’s ancient words will remind us that the Lord constantly pursues 
our hearts and works to restore our relationship with Him. Because this 
book invites us to live in God’s relentless love.

Using This Book

Each chapter of God’s Relentless Love explores one section of the 
Book of Hosea. By the time you have finished this study, you will have 
read the whole book and focused on its key concepts. As we trek through 
Hosea, the prophet will challenge us to examine the idols we may have 
and the worldly sources we turn to for help. However, Hosea will also 
remind us that God calls us by name and invites us to a life of intimacy 
with Him.

You may choose to study Hosea by reading straight through this 
book. The chapters include the following:

• Memory verses

• Contemporary stories of relentless love

• Historical information about life during Hosea’s time

• What Hosea’s message meant to his contemporaries

• What Hosea’s message means to us as New Testament 
believers

In addition, I hope you will also take time to go deeper into the Book 
of Hosea by engaging in the study guide beginning on page 152. This 
section includes a variety of activities: 
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• Reflect on the Reading

• Dig into the Word

• Apply the Word to Your Life

• Create a Project

I encourage you to gather a few others to join you on this journey 
through Hosea. The study is designed to be completed in eight weeks, 
but if your meeting time is short or you simply want to take the journey a 
little more slowly, you may choose to devote two weeks to every chap-
ter. You could complete the reading and the “Reflect on the Reading” 
questions one week, for example, and the “Dig into the Word,” “Apply the 
Word to Your Life,” and “Create a Project” sections the next week. 

The “Create a Project” activities may be especially enjoyable to com-
plete as a group. In fact, you might want to set out the materials for the 
activity so participants can work on it as they arrive for the study. You 
could also have the suggested songs playing in the background—tuning 
the hearts of everyone gathered to God’s unfailing love.

Consider the following as you study:

• Begin with prayer.

• Rely on Scripture to guide your discussions.

• Keep what is shared confidential unless given permission to 
share outside the group.

May the Lord bless you as you immerse yourself in God’s relentless 
love.
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CHAPTER ONE

A Relentless Love Story
I stared at the name signed in blue crayon. 

Who would send a letter that began, “Greetings and salutations (and, 
of course, felicitations for your academic achievements)”? Who would 
write cryptic questions like “What do you want out of life? What is the 
difference between a duck?”

From one of the lines in the puzzling letter, “I noticed your dossier 
in a recent publication,” I knew that its author had seen my name in the 
Wausau Daily Herald. I had just graduated from high school with honors, 
and in my relatively small city of Wausau, Wisconsin, this meant getting 
my picture in the newspaper along with a list of achievements and the 
names of my parents.

In today’s world where privacy is protected, getting such a letter 
would immediately set off alarms in anyone’s brain. But back in the day 
when everyone was listed in the local phone book, we didn’t worry much 
about stalking. Sure, this guy sounded a little odd, and it was unusual 
to receive a letter from someone I didn’t know, but he made me laugh 
when he wrote, “I recently moved to the Wausau area. I am a graduate 
of Menomonee Falls East High and through a little hopskipping, and a bit 
of jumping, I have achieved junior status at the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay. I was going to say that I have a 3.91 overall GPA and 55 
credits, which is fairly decent for one year’s work, but I have decided that 
it would sound too pompous, so I won’t tell you that.”
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Plus, he was an English major. At the time, I was plowing through a 
precollege reading list and was very frustrated with Shakespeare. Per-
haps, at the least, this eccentric guy could help me decipher The Tem-
pest. So I took a chance and wrote him back.

A few days later, he telephoned. We chatted for a while, and the mys-
terious young man—John—asked if I’d like to go out. I hesitated for a 
moment, but I said yes. (Growing up in a small city also made me very 
naive and trusting.) 

We decided on a movie and pizza. Although the film I picked was 
possibly the worst movie I have ever seen, our conversation at Pizza Hut 
went much better. 

So when John asked me out again, I said yes.

We spent a lot of time together that summer. He picked me up in his 
maroon Dodge Polara (a huge tuna boat of a car), and we would drive to 
the movie theater to watch a new flick or to a local park for a picnic. Or he 
would show up on his motorcycle, and we’d hang out at my house. It was 
a fun summer romance with a cute guy. At least, that was how I saw it. In 
the fall, I would begin touring with a Christian singing group, performing 
at churches and community centers around the country, and he would 
be focused on college. I didn’t see how a long-term relationship could 
survive that scenario—even if I did enjoy being with him.

However, John saw things differently. He started talking about long-
term plans for us—he was “getting serious.” I was not ready for serious. 
Only eighteen, and in my first real boyfriend-girlfriend relationship, I sim-
ply wanted fun. So I broke off the relationship.

We did not keep in touch during that year on the road. But after I re-
turned from my musical wanderings, John surprised me by calling me—to 
ask me for the phone numbers of some of my friends.

During that year of touring, I had learned a lot. About music. About 
life. About living with sixteen other people on a bus. And because of rela-
tionships that both formed and dissolved on that bus, I now realized what 
I had given up when I had given up on John.
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So, instead of giving him my friends’ phone numbers, I nervously 
asked if we could try again. I didn’t know if he would overlook my previ-
ous rejection and give me another chance, but I did know I had to relin-
quish some pride to attempt a reconciliation.

Thankfully, John forgave all my past foolishness and we began again. 
We still had a long-distance relationship since we attended universities 
on opposite sides of Wisconsin. But we nurtured the relationship with 
letters, phone calls, and monthly visits. 

Three years after receiving that cryptic letter, I married the guy who 
signed his name in blue crayon. 
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God’s Relentless  
Love Calls You His Own

Hosea 1:1–2:1

MEMORY VERSE 

Say to your brothers, “You are My people,”  
and to your sisters, “You have received mercy.” 

Hosea 2:1

Rejection and reconciliation. Although Hosea’s wife and I had very 
different backgrounds, the love story between the prophet and Gomer 
mirrors my own romantic tale. Hosea chronicles an account of love and 
loss and love again. His book tells the story of the relentless love of Ho-
sea for his wife and of Yahweh for His chosen people. And for us as New 
Testament believers, it pictures the never-failing love of Christ for us—His 
Bride.

Just as my now-husband, John, gave our relationship a second 
chance, we will learn that Hosea took his wife back after she had left him. 
Just as my once-boyfriend called me after our breakup, God called out to 
the people of Israel after a long period of rebellion. Just as John forgave 
my rejection of him, God continually loves us and seeks to restore our 
relationship with Him after we have turned away and sought excitement 
in other places.

The Backstory

To better understand this Old Testament love story, we need to re-
view a little history.
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God’s Relentless Love

God’s love story with Israel began when He promised Abraham that 
his family would become a great nation and occupy the land of Canaan 
(see Genesis 12:3–7; 17:4–8). Because of Abraham’s faith and obedience, 
God blessed his descendants. 

Why did Abraham’s descendants become Yahweh’s chosen nation? 
Later in Scripture, Moses gave the Israelites this message from the Lord:

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord 
your God has chosen you to be a people for His treasured 
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. It was not because you were more in number than any 
other people that the Lord set His love on you and chose 
you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because 
the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that He swore 
to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a 
mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:6–8) 

God didn’t select Israel because of their power or might. He didn’t 
pick them out of the crowd because they had earned special recognition. 
God chose them out of love—a love they didn’t deserve.

As we study the Book of Hosea, you will notice this theme running 
throughout the narrative: God loves us with a relentless love, even though 
we can never merit such a love. 

God loves us with a relentless love, even though 
we can never merit such a love.

Moses reminded the people how God rescued them from Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt. The Lord brought them to the land of Canaan, where He in-
structed them to destroy the wicked, idolatrous people living in that land. 
On a very grand scale, He made this group of ragtag slaves from Egypt 
an object lesson of what it looks like to follow Yahweh, the one true God.

During the reigns of the judges and of Kings David and Solomon, 
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the nation of Israel was united. After Solomon died, his son Rehoboam 
became king, but ten of the twelve tribes of Israel rebelled against him. 
They seceded from the nation and followed a new king—Jeroboam. While 
King Jeroboam ruled over the northern nation, called Israel (or Ephraim, 
after its leading tribe), King Rehoboam reigned over the southern nation 
of Judah (also named for its leading tribe).

Jeroboam immediately realized that it would be difficult to retain his 
rule if his people returned to the temple in Jerusalem (which was in Ju-
dah) for the feasts God had commanded. So Jeroboam erected golden 
calves, appointed his own priests, and told his people, “You have gone 
up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kings 12:28). He wanted them to stay 
home and under his rule. Soon, the people of Israel began worshiping 
these idols, along with Canaanite gods such as Baal and Asherah. 

Over the years, the Lord sent prophets like Elijah and Elisha to get 
the people’s attention. He allowed world powers to threaten the nation to 
bring them to repentance. But Israel continued its idolatrous ways.

So God sent Hosea. The prophet Hosea opens his book by telling us 
that the word of the Lord came to him “in the days of Jeroboam the son 
of Joash, king of Israel” (Hosea 1:1). Not related to the first King Jeroboam 
who crafted the golden calves, this Jeroboam—Jeroboam II—became 
king in 793 BC, about a century and a half later, and reigned over the na-
tion for forty-one years (see 2 Kings 14:23). God gave Jeroboam II victory 
in battle, and during his long and prosperous reign, he recovered much 
land from Israel’s enemies.

Unfortunately, the Israelites did not respond with faithfulness and de-
votion to the God who provided prosperity. Instead, wealth and affluence 
brought “moral degeneracy, social evils, and religious corruption.”1 The 
prophet Amos, who lived and prophesied about the same time as Hosea, 
spoke of Israel’s mistreatment of the poor, perversion of justice, incestu-
ous behavior, and their profaning of God’s holy name (see Amos 2:7–8).

Although Israel’s love story began with God tenderly calling this 
small and insignificant nation to be His own, asking only for faithfulness 
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in return, the people rejected God’s ways. Like a wife who left a loving 
husband for another man, Israel went off in search of other lovers.

Hosea and Gomer

Years after John and I got back together, he confessed the trepida-
tion he felt over our reunion. Because I had rejected him once, he feared 
I might do it again. In fact, even when our relationship had grown strong 
and he decided to propose marriage, he didn’t get down on one knee 
and offer a formal proposal. Instead, he merely hinted he would like to 
marry me. He feared a refusal and that I would, in his words, “run off to 
the circus again.”

Hosea must have had even graver concerns when God told him who 
he was to marry. The prophet tells us God’s message:

When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to 
Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have 
children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom 
by forsaking the Lord.” (Hosea 1:2)

God yearned for His people to repent and return to Him, so He sent 
a prophet whose very name means “salvation.” He sent Hosea. And the 
Lord not only gave Hosea a message for the people, He also instructed 
this prophet to live out the message in a very public and personal object 
lesson. 

Can you imagine Hosea’s reaction to this instruction? “Really, God? 
Marry a prostitute? Uh . . . I’m not sure I can get on board with this plan. I 
mean, this woman has already been unfaithful. How can You guarantee 
she’ll she stay faithful to me?”

Scripture doesn’t record Hosea’s misgivings though. Instead, it tells 
us, “So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim” (Hosea 1:3a). 
The prophet acted in obedience to the Lord and married Gomer.
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Cultic Prostitution

Scripture gives little information about this woman with the name 
that makes me think of a mechanic on an old sitcom. (Poor girl!) She 
may have lived the life of a common prostitute, but it is also possible 
that she practiced her harlotry at a Canaanite shrine. The high places 
of Israel included altars to the pagan gods Baal and Asherah. Ado-
ration of these deities involved intercourse with cult prostitutes as a 
way to ensure the fertility of the worshiper’s fields and animals. When 
the Israelites adopted these false gods, they also embraced the local 
pagan practices, utterly ignoring God’s laws.2 Some scholars think 
that the common practice of the day had young Canaanite girls serve 
at these shrines before they married. Gomer may have been forced 
into this kind of life.

God instructed Hosea to show love to a woman “of whoredom” be-
cause God continued to love the nation of Israel, even though it had com-
mitted “great whoredom by forsaking the Lord” (v. 2). Hosea’s personal 
life illustrated God’s persistent love for an unfaithful people.

This Old Testament story of a faithful prophet with a wayward wife 
also depicts Christ’s love for us. As New Testament believers, we are 
Christ’s Bride (see Revelation 19:7–9). To be clear, He did not pick us out 
of the crowd because of our beauty, talent, or achievements. He didn’t 
choose us because we sought Him first. Stuck in our sin, we acted un-
faithfully. We rejected Him. Yet Christ loved the Church enough to sacri-
fice Himself for her to make her clean (see Ephesians 5:25–27).

We can also take Hosea’s unusual life lesson to a personal level. 
Have you ever doubted God’s love for you because you felt undeserv-
ing? I know I have. No, I haven’t played the part of prostitute like Gomer, 
but sometimes, I have looked for love and recognition in places other 
than my loving Father. I’ve abandoned trust in the Lord and instead put 
my faith in the gods of success and accomplishment. Maybe you, too, 
have strayed from God’s goodness, looked for love in the wrong places, 
and intentionally walked away from Christ.
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God loves us because He loves us. Our imper-
fection, shame, and failure cannot diminish His 
relentless love.

Gomer’s story reminds me that God loves me no matter how messy 
my life is or how imperfect my character. Gomer’s life with Hosea teaches 
us that God doesn’t love us because of our perfection—she had violated 
God’s Law. God doesn’t love us because we have a sparkling reputa-
tion—Gomer had lived the life of a harlot. God doesn’t love us because 
of our accomplishments—Gomer’s résumé was anything but impressive.

God loves us because He loves us. Our imperfection, shame, and 
failure cannot diminish His relentless love.

Hosea’s Unique Marriage

God’s instructions to Hosea to marry a “wife of whoredom” do 
not extend to us. God’s Word warns us to avoid adulterers because 
involvement with them can lead to emotional pain and spiritual death 
(see Proverbs 2:16–18). It also cautions us to choose godly spouses 
and not “be unequally yoked with unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 6:14). 
God asked His prophet to love an unchaste woman as a living sign 
of His unwavering love for unfaithful Israel, but He does not ask the 
same of us. 

Hosea and Gomer’s Children

It isn’t long before Hosea and Gomer’s household is overrun by little 
ones:

So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and 
she conceived and bore him a son.
And the Lord said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just 
a little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of 
Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house 
of Israel. And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in the 
Valley of Jezreel.”
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