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Noah: Common Man 
Turned Ark Builder

INTRODUCTION

What is identity? Who am I? Some say it’s your 
reputation, how others picture you. Or it’s your per-
sonality—timid, bold, fearless, careful. Or maybe it is 
determined by your activities or your work—athlete, 
musician, student leader.

Figuring out our identity can be challenging in a 
couple ways. First, our identity can be determined 
by someone else. That’s scary. None of us is perfect. 
We all say things we shouldn’t say and do things we 
shouldn’t do. We can’t control what other people think 
or say about us. Others can easily jump to the wrong 
conclusion about our actions, misjudge our motives, 
and then spread false rumors that harm our reputation, 
our identity.

Second, others can put enormous pressure on us to 
mold our identity. Sometimes our friends and acquain-
tances just want us to fit in—to be the same and not 
stick out. But Jesus Christ calls us to stand out and be 
different from the world. That can be tough and may 
put a big target on our backs.

Share a talent, interest, or ability that makes 
you stand out from your friends and classmates, 
something you’d rather hide. 

Answers will vary. Some students like activities that 
aren’t popular with their peers: dancing, playing a 
musical instrument, reading, writing, or drawing. 
Sharing these interests can make us feel vulnera-
ble. A church youth group can be a good place to 
encourage one another and to celebrate God-given 
differences.

Tell us about a person you know who is distinct 
from everyone else and doesn’t seem to care what 
others might think or say.

We each have our own level of sensitivity to what 
others think or say.

People who buck the pressure to be just like every-
one else can be really refreshing and interesting. (As 
long as they are not openly defying God’s Com-
mandments—that’s not good.) Befriending people 
who are different from us may be risky for our 
reputation, but we honor God when we honor how 
uniquely He created us.

Each of the six people in this Bible study were great 
people of faith, people who stood out from everyone 
else. They trusted God and did great things to help 
God’s people. By their lives, they established identities 
that make them heroes to us today.

In this session, we will start with Noah. When you 
hear his name, what comes to mind? A son, husband, 
and father? A farmer who planted a vineyard and got 
drunk (Genesis 9:20–21)? No, Noah’s identity will always 
be defined by the massive construction project God 
gave him: the ark.

OPENING PRAYER

BACKGROUND
God created Adam and Eve in His own image. If 

our first parents had not fallen into sin, we would not 
be threatened when we meet people who are different 
from us. No, we would rejoice in the human diversity 
God created. But once Adam and Eve disobeyed God, 
humanity suddenly turned in a completely different 
direction. We became divided, looking at one another 
with distrust, misunderstanding, prejudice, and hate. 
Because of our sinful nature, we tend to be insecure 
and attack anyone who is different from us. And fearing 
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attack and ridicule from others, we often hide our true 
identities deep inside.

After Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, man-
kind grew selfish, cold, corrupt, violent, and evil. That 
is the world Noah lived in, but he was different. He 
walked with God.

NOAH CONSTRUCTS THE ARK

READ GENESIS 6:5–8

What does it mean in Genesis 6:8 when it says, 
“Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord”?

Noah was not perfect. None of Adam and Eve’s 
descendants has been without sin except Jesus 
Christ. Noah was righteous the same way you and 
I are—he believed God’s promise of a Savior, and 
because of that Holy Spirit-given faith, God consid-
ered him righteous. “Blameless in his generation” 
(v. 9) means Noah carefully watched his behavior to 
avoid leading other people into sin by doing things 
God had forbidden.

As a result of his faith and careful living, Noah 
stood out from everyone else. By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, he still believed the ancient promise that 
had been passed down from Adam and Eve through 
the faithful ancestors who went before him. He believed 
God’s promise to send His Son, Jesus Christ, to save 
us from sin and death by taking our sin upon Himself 
and dying in our place. Noah probably didn’t know all 
those details, but he didn’t need to. He only needed 
to believe God’s promise to send a Savior. And by the 
Holy Spirit’s power, he believed. God chose Noah for 
a special project to preserve the human race until that 
Savior came.

READ GENESIS 6:9–22

Building that ark wasn’t Noah’s great lifelong pas-
sion. It was God’s idea—His command, actually. God 
told Noah He was sending a worldwide flood to destroy 
all life because of the corruption of the human race. 
Noah had a choice: hide his faith and drown with the 
others or trust God and start building.

So Noah built the ark, coated it with pitch inside and 
outside to make it waterproof, took all kinds of provi-
sions on board, and loaded the animals and his family. 

That became his identity through all future generations.

THE FLOOD

READ GENESIS 7

As the flood raged outside the ark, Noah and his 
family found themselves rising high above the wicked 
people outside. The water lifted them high above the 
corrupt cities, high above the strongholds of mankind, 
high above every hill, tree, and mountain. The ark was 
large and stable but doubtless shuddered with the fury 
of the wind and the waves, the rain and the thunder.

How long did the flood last?

Some people claim the Bible is full of contradictions, 
including how long the flood lasted. They claim in 
one place it says 40 days, another 150 days, and in 
still another, more than 365 days. But if you’ve ever 
seen a flood in your area, it isn’t hard to figure out. 

a. Genesis 7:17 tells us the waters rose for forty days 
until covering everything on earth (rainfall and water 
surging up from beneath the ocean and the ground). 

b. Genesis 7:24 tells us the floodwaters remained on 
earth for 150 days without receding. After 150 days, 
the waters began seeping back into the ground 
(Genesis 8:2–3). 

c. When you compare Genesis 7:11 with Genesis 
8:13–15, you see that Noah was in the ark for one 
year and ten days.

The story of Noah’s ark and the storm have often 
been compared to difficult times in our lives. What 
storms have raged in your life?

Answers will vary. Youth today are faced with 
depression, drug abuse and overdoses, suicides, 
and divorce. Perhaps their “storm” is being bullied 
or betrayed by so-called friends. 

What similarities do you see between Noah’s ark 
and Jesus Christ? 

Just as the ark sheltered Noah from the raging 
flood, Christ surrounds and shields us from Satan’s 
power and the cruelty and hatred of fellow sinners 
around us. Although we are tossed around in this 
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life, Christ protects and shelters us through His 
Word and Sacraments, no matter what this life might 
throw at us. 

When Jesus Christ finally returns in glory with all His 
angels, we’ll find the storm has completely passed. 
Satan, all his demons, and all unbelievers will be 
removed from this earth, and we will be brought 
into a new paradise—the new heavens and the new 
earth—perfectly restored by God (Isaiah 65:17).

READ GENESIS 8

Finally, the flood was over, the ark was resting on 
the mountaintop, but Noah and his family stayed put. 
He had built the ark at the command of God, entered 
when God had told him to, and would remain inside 
until God told him to leave.

When God gave the word, Noah showed his grat-
itude by building an altar and sacrificing some of the 
clean animals from the ark. This was a reminder to 
himself and his family that cleansing from sin required 
a sacrificial death—something and someone dying in 
their place for their sins.

Noah and his family then received God’s bless-
ings (Genesis 9:1–7). They came down the mountain to 
multiply and fill the earth—which includes you and me 
today. That is something every human being should be 
proud of. We are all descendants of Noah.

Much later, Peter wrote about Noah building the 
ark in both of his letters:

1 Peter 3:18–20: “For Christ also suf-
fered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that He might bring us to 

God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive in the spirit, in which He went 
and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
because they formerly did not obey, when 
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being prepared, in which 
a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 
safely through water.”

2 Peter 2:5: “[God] did not spare 
the ancient world, but preserved Noah, 
a herald of righteousness, with seven 
others, when He brought a flood upon 
the world of the ungodly.”

What does Peter teach us about what Noah said to 
his neighbors while he was building the ark? 

Noah explained why he was building the ark and 
warned his neighbors of the coming flood. Although 
he was probably considered a fool, possibly mocked 
and ridiculed, Noah trusted God and kept building. 

By his faith and integrity, Noah warned his neigh-
bors about the coming flood and preserved all 
his descendants—including you and me. But most 
important, God used Noah to keep His promise of a 
Savior. 

CLOSING PRAYER

With God behind him, Noah lived large 
and built larger. You can too!
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Share a talent, interest, or ability that makes 
you stand out from your friends and classmates, 
something you’d rather hide.

Tell us about a person you know who is distinct 
from everyone else and doesn’t seem to care what 
others might think or say.

What does it mean in Genesis 6:8 when it says, 
“Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord”?

How long did the flood last?

a. 

b. 

c. 

The story of Noah’s ark and the storm have often 
been compared to difficult times in our lives. What 
storms have raged in your life?

What similarities do you see between Noah’s ark 
and Jesus Christ? 

What does Peter teach us about what Noah said to 
his neighbors while he was building the ark? 

With God behind him, Noah lived large and built larger. You can too!


