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Dedicated to Tommy, Valarie, Tony, Josh, and Mayo

From you, I learned how the mission  
field can be in my own home. 

May God bless you all wherever He takes you.
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INTRODUCTION
H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K

Have you ever wondered if you are on the path God 
wants you to be on? Have you pondered your purpose in life? In 
Wherever Love May Lead: Your Place in God’s Plan, we will explore various 
vocations and how God is calling us wherever we are. We will see people 
in the Bible and in our current world living out their vocations, and we’ll 
look at our own lives and search out how God calls us. It is my prayer that 
you will be encouraged in how God is already using you and challenged 
in new ways that He wants to love people through you. I want to be clear 
that you are not expected to engage in every vocation or in the same 
manner as the people presented here. These examples are meant to 
inspire and encourage, not make you feel guilty.

How T his Study Is Structured
Wherever Love May Lead includes daily study that individuals can 

do either for their own personal learning or in preparation for a group 
study (see “Suggestions for Small Groups” on the next page). 

Each day looks at the Bible to see where and how God worked 
through His people. You will read an anecdote to see how ordinary people 
of today are living out their vocations and are being used for God’s plan. 
Then you are given a few questions to help you explore areas that God is 
calling you to. 

Each week suggests a memory verse that captures the general 
theme for that week. I encourage you to learn this verse and keep it at 
the fore throughout the week.

Finally, I am going to ask you to write in your journal. This takes 
time, but I encourage you to give it a try for at least a week; you may find 
that journaling is one of the biggest blessings of the whole study. There is 
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a journal prompt for every lesson, but if you feel inspired to write about 
something else, by all means pursue that. If you want to spend your 
journal time writing a prayer, that would be a wonderful use of this time. 
The goal of the study and the journal prompts is to get you to explore 
how God is calling you. But the prompts are just starting points; be open 
to deviating from them. You may want to get a blank book or start a 
document on your computer to use as a journal so you will have all forty 
in one place. 

Suggestions for Small Groups
1.  Complete the daily lessons on your own; then be ready 

to share your already prepared answers with the group. 

2.  When you meet, open with prayer for your study and for 
one another. 

3.  Go over your answers together. Answers that might give 
insight and further your study are provided in the Lead-
er’s Guide in the back of this book.

4.  Don’t feel the need to read all of your journal entries, 
but be prepared to share some personal insights that 
you gained from the study or the journal.
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W E E K  1

Called by God

God has called you to be a missionary. Now, don’t be 
alarmed; you don’t have to quit school or your job, sell everything, and 
move to Africa. He asks only a few people to go abroad. And as far as 
selling everything, you may need some of those possessions in your 
ministry right where you are. So, if you are not going to Africa, then 
where is your mission field? That is what we are going to explore in this 
book. God calls His people in all areas and in every place. 

Memory Verse: “And who knows whether you have not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14b
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D A Y  1

VOCATION

Read 2 Samuel 5.

“What do you do?” the lab tech asked as we waited 
for the equipment to charge. What do I do? He probably 
wanted a one-word answer just to make small talk. He was asking what 
my job was—specifically, what I am paid to do. But what I do can’t be 
reduced to one word.

I had been asked this question before, so I was ready with a response 
that I thought would satisfy his question: “I am a stay-at-home mom.” 

Usually that answer ends conversations as if there is nothing more 
to say. But the opposite is true; there is so much more to my job than a 
one-sentence answer. What I wanted to say to the lab tech was “I am so 
much more than what that must sound like to you. First, I am a wife. 
And yes, I am a mom. I have pictures; let me tell you how awesome my 
children are. I could talk for hours about them. Mark, Nick, and Angela 
are the three I gave birth to. There were two before them who never made 
it to being born; they are in heaven now. I’m also a foster mom. I have 
had four foster children of varying ages and for varying lengths of time. 
And I am a guardian to Tony. He has pretty much lived with us since 
his birth, and Steve and I are privileged to raise him. I am a daughter, 
sister, aunt, and friend. I am a child of the Most High God. I am a church 
member, bell ringer, substitute teacher, and Bible study participant. I 
used to be an elementary schoolteacher. Currently I am an author. This 
variety in my life gives me character. All of these things are part of my 
God-ordained vocations.” 

Vocation. Isn’t that a fancy word for “real job”? Not exactly. The word 
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comes from a Latin word meaning “calling.” Our vocation is our calling 
from God. It can be a calling to full-time church work. But it doesn’t have 
to be. It can be a calling to a career, which is how we most often hear the 
word used. But vocation doesn’t have to be a paid position. It is anything 
God has called us to do. And He gives us plenty of vocations that don’t 
have anything to do with employment. Our vocation, our calling, is to 
love God first and to love and serve our neighbor. 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do 

not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body 

in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 

in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who 

teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the 

one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the 

one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:4–8)

God puts us in a variety of positions, so we have a variety of 
“neighbors” to love and serve. There are plenty of vocations in the 
family: parent, child, sibling, spouse, and more. There are vocations in 
our workplace. These may be the jobs we are paid for, but they could also 
be relationships in and around our job. 

There are vocations in the Church, of course: pastors, teachers, 
organists, and other paid professionals, as well as volunteers like Sunday 
School teachers, choir members, ushers, funeral committee members, 
the people who fold the worship folders, and more. 

There are vocations in civil life: voters and campaign workers, 
politicians and civil servants, lobbyists and grant writers. We can even 
have vocations in our hobbies. Just because we are having fun, that doesn’t 
mean we can’t be loving and serving our neighbor at the same time. 

That is the beauty of vocation. We have the opportunity to love and 
serve others where we are. God puts us there for a reason.
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In our Bible reading for this session, we have a glimpse of David’s 
vocations. In 2 Samuel 5:3, we start off with his being anointed king. 
That’s a pretty impressive vocation; it provides him with many neighbors 
to love and serve. But then we see where he can have a closer relationship. 
For instance, 2 Samuel 5:13 tells that he took more wives and concubines 
and he had sons and daughters—vocations of husband and father. Then, 
before we finish the chapter, we see David leading his men into battle 
in the vocation of general. But what stands out to me here is how he 
sought God’s direction with every new battle. David’s greatest vocation 
was being a child of God. 

Read the following verses and identify David’s vocation and whom 
he serves.

1 Samuel 16:21 

1 Samuel 16:23 

1 Samuel 17:12

1 Samuel 17:17–18

1 Samuel 17:34–35 

1 Samuel 17:50 

1 Samuel 18:1 

1 Samuel 18:5 

1 Samuel 25:40 

2 Samuel 5:14 

2 Samuel 6:14–15 

2 Samuel 7:29  

2 Samuel 9 

1 Chronicles 11:1–3

1 Chronicles 22:1–5 

Psalm 8 
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1.  In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, “Give us this day our daily 
bread” (Matthew 6:11). List as many vocations as you 
can that God utilizes to answer this petition. Start with 
the farmer who grows the grain. 

2.  Let’s talk about our vocations. What is the second-great-
est commandment, according to Mark 12:31? How does 
this passage support the doctrine of vocation?

3.  As children of God, we know that we have been re-
deemed, saved by Jesus. He paid for every one of our 
sins on the cross. We can’t do anything more to save 
ourselves. We can’t improve on what God has already 
done for us. How does Galatians 5:14 speak to this? 
What are we to do in response? 

4.  Who is your neighbor? Read Luke 10:25–37. 

Journal Prompt
Today, think about your vocations. List each vocation you currently 

have, who benefits from it, how you love or can show love to each person 
within that vocation, and how it reflects your identity as a baptized and 
redeemed child of God. 
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D A Y  2

MASKS OF GOD

Read Genesis 18:1–15.

When my children were young, I prayed, “God, help 
me to be a good mom.” I thought this was a good prayer, a 
noble prayer. Then one day, after praying this, I thought, That’s not so 
noble; that’s actually kind of vain. I wasn’t praying for my children as much 
as I was praying for myself. Not that praying for yourself is bad; it is good 
to ask God for things for ourselves as well as for others. But I had been 
thinking I was doing something for my children with that prayer. Then I 
realized that God is capable of bringing up my children without my help. 
There are plenty of children who grow up without a mom for whatever 
reason, and God uses other people to love them and provide for them. 
So I changed my prayer and asked that God provide for my children what 
they needed, like necessities, experiences, people, love, whatever they 
needed to encourage them to be faithful to Him and to grow up to be 
the people God wanted them to become. I am thankful that He chose 
to use me in their lives and that I was a part of their development. But I 
knew that God was raising them; He was simply using me to do it. Luther 
refers to this as a “mask” of God. God is doing His work but wearing 
me as a mask. When I live out my vocation as a mom, God is working 
through me and loving my children and bringing them up.

God could easily give you grain and fruit without your plowing 

and planting. But He does not want to do so. Neither does 

He want your plowing and planting alone to give you grain 

and fruit; but you are to plow and plant and then ask His 

blessing and pray: “Now let God take over; now grant grain 
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and fruit, dear Lord! Our plowing and planting will not do it. 

It is Thy gift.” . . . What else is all our work to God—whether 

in the fields, in the garden, in the city, in the house, in war, 

or in government . . . by which He wants to give His gifts . 

. . ? These are the masks of God, behind which He wants 

to remain concealed and do all things. . . . He could give 

children without using men and women. But He does not 

want to do this. Instead, He joins man and woman so that it 

appears to be the work of man and woman, and yet He does 

it under the cover of such masks. We have the saying: “God 

gives every good thing, but not just by waving a wand.” God 

gives all good gifts; but you must lend a hand and take the 

bull by the horns; that is, you must work and thus give God 

good cause and a mask.” (AE 14:114–15)

“Wow! You’ve done such a good job with those kids!” I can’t help 
smiling when I hear that because I am very pleased with who my children 
have become. But I know, and sometimes admit aloud, that it is not my 
doing. God brought them to where they are today. 

My grown children are involved in church work. Mark, the eldest, 
was ordained and is working as a campus pastor at a Lutheran high 
school. Nick, the second, is finishing his vicarage and will be returning 
to seminary for one more year before he is called to be a pastor. Angela 
is doing a yearlong internship as a director of Christian education at a 
church and then will be eligible to receive a call. People have asked what 
I did to inspire them to go into church work. The answer is that God did 
it. He used me as a mask. He also used other masks: an experience at a 
Christian camp encouraged Nick to pursue ministry; Mark’s university 
professors inspired him to go to the seminary; and youth directors at our 
church gave Angela a heart for ministry. 
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Conclusion
HOW HAS GOD CALLED YOU?

John 13:34–35

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 

one another. By this all people will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

Jesus said this to His disciples just before He was 
arrested, tortured, and crucified for them and us. 
We have spent eight weeks looking at how God has used and is using His 
people as masks to show His love to others. 

You are not expected to do everything in this book. God calls different 
people to different ministries. Look back over your journal entries. What 
are you already doing? What new areas is God calling you to? 
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For your final journal entry, write a prayer asking God how He 
wants to use you. Also ask for God’s power to respond to His call. 

We conclude this study with this passage:

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you 

in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your 

hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 

which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious 

inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of His power toward us who believe, according 

to the working of His great might that He worked in Christ 

when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 

right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come. And He put all things under His feet and gave Him 

as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the 

fullness of Him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:16–23)
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Leader Guide
WEEK 1 — Day 1
Read the following verses and identify David’s vocation and whom he serves.

1 Samuel 16:21: Armor-bearer; he mainly serves the king, but also other 
soldiers.

1 Samuel 16:23: Musician; in this case he was again serving the king, 
but also all those who heard his music.

1 Samuel 17:12: Son; he loves and serves his father and presumably, 
though not mentioned, his mother.

1 Samuel 17:17–18: Brother; his brothers (and sisters) and their com-
mander.

1 Samuel 17:34–35: Shepherd; his family, those who would benefit from 
the wool and meat.

1 Samuel 17:50: Giant slayer; the soldiers and all the people of Israel.
1 Samuel 18:1: Friend; Jonathan. 
1 Samuel 18:5: Warrior; the king, the other soldiers, and the people of 

Israel.
1 Samuel 25:40: Husband; his wives; in this case Abigail is mentioned, 

but David had many wives.
2 Samuel 5:14: Father; his children.
2 Samuel 6:14–15: Worship leader; all those who were celebrating with 

him.
2 Samuel 7:29 (all of chapter 7 would be good to read): Servant of God or 

child of God; all who witnessed his relationship with God, including 
us.

2 Samuel 9: Benefactor; Mephibosheth.
1 Chronicles 11:1–3: King; his subjects.
1 Chronicles 22:1–5: Building planner; Solomon, the people of Israel, 

and many more people for generations to come.
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Psalm 8: Psalm writer; all who read his psalms, including us.
1. In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Mat-

thew 6:11). List as many vocations as you can that God utilizes to answer 
this prayer. Start with the farmer who grows the grain. The farmer who 
grows the grain, the workers who harvest it, the miller who grinds 
the grain, the wholesaler who brings the grain to the baker, the baker 
who bakes the grain into bread, the distributors, the merchant who 
sells the bread.

2. Let’s talk about our vocations. What is the second-greatest command-
ment, according to Mark 12:31? “You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.” How does this passage support the doctrine of vocation? Vocation 
is our calling to love and serve our neighbor. In the preceding verse, 
Jesus tells us that the greatest commandment is to love God “with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.” After that, we should love our neighbor. It seems 
pretty important to God.

3. As children of God, we know that we have been redeemed, saved by Jesus. 
He paid for every one of our sins on the cross. We can’t do anything more 
to save ourselves. We can’t improve on what God has already done for us. 
How does Galatians 5:14 speak to this? We are free from sin and death 
because Jesus has secured that freedom for us. What are we to do in 
response? We don’t have to do anything to earn our salvation. We can’t 
do anything to earn our salvation. What we can do as we enjoy the 
freedom that Jesus provided for us is to love our neighbor. 

4. Who is your neighbor? Read Luke 10:25–37. Anyone you come across 
who is in need.

WEEK 1 — Day 2
1. Read Exodus 3:13–22. Who is going to bring the Israelites up out of the 

affliction of Egypt? The Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, would deliver them from Pharaoh’s oppression. Who was the 
mask? Moses was God’s mask. 




