


Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House  
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968
1-800-325-3040 • www.cph.org

All rights reserved. Other than downloading this resource for personal, Bible study, 
classroom, or congregational use, other usage is prohibited. It is not permissible to 
make modifications, omissions, or adaptations to this copyrighted resource. No part of 
this material may be stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission 
of Concordia Publishing House.
The purchaser of this publication is allowed to reproduce the marked portions con-
tained herein for use with this curriculum. These resources may not be transferred or 
copied to another user.
Written by Elizabeth Foreman
Edited by Mark S. Sengele
Cover illustration by Gleisson Cipriano
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Your comments and suggestions concerning the material are appreciated.
Please write to Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 
63118-3968.



Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. Reproduced by permission. Scripture: ESV®

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

I N T R O D U C T I O N  6

L E S S O N  1 :

We All FAll DoWn (Genesis 3:1–24) 9

L E S S O N  2 :

The CAll oF BlooD (Genesis 4:1–16) 15

L E S S O N  3 :

WiFe? WhAT WiFe? (Genesis 12:10–20) 21

L E S S O N  4 :

GeTTinG his GoAT (Genesis 27) 27

L E S S O N  5 :

FlirT like An eGypTiAn (Genesis 39) 33

L E S S O N  6 :

 rAhAB AnD The reD CorD (Joshua 2:1–9; 6:17, 22–25) 39

L E S S O N  7 :

WhAT Will TomorroW BrinG? (1 Samuel 28) 45

L E S S O N  8 :

 WhAT’s yours is mine (2 Samuel 11–12) 55

L E S S O N  9 :

The sour poWer Couple (1 Kings 21) 62



Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. Reproduced by permission. Scripture: ESV®

L E S S O N  1 0 :   

 propheT proFiT (2 Kings 5) 71

L E S S O N  1 1 :  

i CoulD eAT you up (2 Kings 6:24–31) 76

L E S S O N  1 2 :

A FAmily To Die For (2 Kings 8:25–27; 11) 82

L E S S O N  1 3 : 

 exTreme TAnninG (Daniel 3) 88

L E S S O N  1 4 : 

A BiG eGo’s BrilliAnCe BACkFires (Esther) 93

L E S S O N  1 5 :  

A sTone’s ThroW AWAy (John 8:1–11) 99

L E S S O N  1 6 :  

GuilTy ThouGh proven innoCenT  
(Luke 22:63–65; 23:3–36) 105

L E S S O N  1 7 :   

your money or your liFe (Acts 5:1–11) 112

L E S S O N  1 8 : 

The JAil BreAks WiThouT A JAilBreAk  
(Acts 16)  119



6

Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. Reproduced by permission. Scripture: ESV®

inTroDuCTion 
The world is filled with Master Criminals. Our students hear about these all the 

time on social media, such as Instagram and Snapchat, sometimes even as crimes are 
taking place. We witness break-ins, terrorism, kidnappings, rapes, and murders sec-
ondhand. Movies and video games even portray these crimes in vivid detail.

It’s much the same with the Master Criminals in the Bible. Kids who’ve been in 
Sunday School classes for years will recognize some of these criminals. This study, 
however, aims to dig deeper, to get the students to approach the crime scenes with 
investigative eyes, binoculars, and magnifying glasses. Students will reflect on their 
own lives and see that, in fact, we are all Master Criminals, struggling daily with sin. 
From God’s perspective, we are just as eternally guilty of sin as these biblical Master 
Criminals. Yet, we live on this side of Christ’s death and resurrection, knowing the 
Gospel and trusting in God’s grace, forgiveness, and gift of eternal life. We also have 
the Means of Grace in Word and Sacraments! 

Ultimately, each of these lessons ends with God’s verdict of grace for all believers. 
Every single lesson is grounded in the salvation plan that God has for His people. 
Remind the students in each session that God had a plan—and He continues to have 
a plan (Jeremiah 29:11)!

Becoming invest igators
Say something like this: You are going to be criminal investigators for these 

upcoming lessons. So, put on your Sherlock Holmes caps. If time allows, tell 
students this oft-told story to illustrate what it means to see with detective eyes. 

Learning How a Detect ive  tHinks
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a camping trip to take a break from 

their work. They set up a big tent and climbed into their sleeping bags when their fire 
died down. During the night, Holmes was awakened by a noise. 

He opened his eyes and said, “Watson, open your eyes. What do you see?” 

“Thousands of stars!”

“What does this mean to you?”
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“For starters, it means the sun will shine tomorrow. It also means we are blessed 
to live on this planet where human reason rules. It means we are blessed to have this 
beauty of the stars, the planets, the moon. It means God has given us the gift of rea-
soning so that you and I can solve all kinds of mysterious crimes and bring evil people 
to justice. What does it mean to you?”

Sherlock replied simply, “It means somebody stole our tent.”

Sometimes we do not see the most obvious things. That’s why it will be import-
ant for us to use both the magnifying glass and the binoculars as we learn about the 
criminals. 

approacHing tHe  crime scene
At the first session, start with Approaching the Crime Scene, which will introduce 

the entire lesson and the criminals. Ahead of time, write the name of each criminal on 
a separate large poster or sheet of newsprint. 

Begin with something like this: You are going to see names of people in the 
Bible. Some you might know. Others might be new to you. When you see the 
name, shout out one of the following: “Criminal!” “No clue!” “Hero!” Ask each 
student to take one of the Wanted Posters and walk across the front of the room 
holding it for all to see. Keep a running list of the majority opinion of the criminal 
statuses. You can take a look at this before each lesson or wait until the end to see how 
it compares. This will help the students see that this study will look at all sorts of men 
and women in the Bible. Some were truly evil. Others are heroes in faith who made 
bad decisions. Some were even falsely accused. 

wanteD posters
Each week, the students may work with these Wanted Posters. If space allows, 

display the posters in the classroom. This could be done on large posters to hang in 
the room or smaller, 8½ × 11-inch sheets of paper collected in a classroom folder. This 
will be part of the Closing activity after each lesson. 

cLue for tHe  week aHeaD
At the end of each lesson, write the clue for the next lesson on the whiteboard. 

Option: Email, text, or Facebook-message the clue to students midweek. Encourage 
them to figure out the crime. As students arrive to class, they can offer their sugges-
tions about the day’s crime and criminal. If you want, you can make this a friendly 
competition (e.g., the first one to class with the correct crime wins a prize or points).



8

Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. Reproduced by permission. Scripture: ESV®

wHat’s  in  eacH Lesson?
Leader Prep: A list of things to do before class.
Approaching the Crime Scene: This will serve as a warm-up activity for team building 

as well as an introduction to the lesson. Sometimes it’s a fun competition. Choose the 
best reward to make this fun for your group—candy, prizes, points, or high fives.

Grab the Binoculars: This takes a big look at the Bible passage for each lesson as 
students look at things like the Crime, Crime Scene, Motivation, Criminal, and 
God’s Verdict.

Hold the Magnifying Glass: Here students will dig deeper, looking closely at other 
verses.

Our Handcuffs: These questions and activities help students apply the lesson to their 
lives. This section helps students identify Our 21st-Century Crime.

The Key to Unlocking Our Handcuffs: During this time, students will hear how, 
through Christ, we receive the key to unlock the handcuffs. We are free in Jesus 
Christ. These will be passages of grace. 

Closing: Time to summarize the lesson. The students will write the word grace every 
single week. Encourage them to write it in different and creative ways. 

stuDent pages
Each lesson will come with an Investigator Report, a handout to copy for students. 

Students are encouraged to save these pages and bind them at the end of the lessons as 
evidence of their criminal investigations. This encourages students to keep their notes 
as a memory of their study and not just toss everything right away. You may want to 
make this a group project at the end of the study.

coLoring
Many activities will invite students to color or doodle. This might seem unusual 

for students who are no longer in preschool—and some students may hesitate—but 
encourage this activity. Coloring incorporates kinesthetic activity into the lessons to 
balance the auditory and visual. Coloring can also become a quiet practice to help 
students focus and become still in this often-hectic world. 

LeaDer suggest ion
Feel free to tailor the lessons to your students’ levels and needs. Take time during 

the week to prepare with reading, prayer, and review. “Let the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 
redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).
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Clue for Lesson 1: e n m i t y

Lesson 1 :  We All FAll DoWn Genesis 3:1–24

Leader Prep
• Gather supplies, including Bibles, whiteboard, markers, pens or 

pencils, and crayons or colored pencils.

• Display the Wanted Poster. 

• Make copies of the Investigator Report, 1 per student.

• Obtain objects for Stacking Game; organize and cover. 

• Write the Bible verses on the whiteboard.

A p p r oac H i n g  t H e  C r i m e  S c e n e  ( 5 – 7  m i n u t e s )

Stacking Game
Hold a friendly competition to stack objects of different sizes. Depending on class 

size, work in pairs or small teams. The twist to this game is to provide different objects 
for stacking such as blocks, marshmallows, round fruit cereal, playing cards, books, 
small cans, and so forth. The students don’t get to pick what they will stack because 
you will cover the objects on a table so no one knows what they will be choosing. Set 
a timer for two to three minutes and whoever gets to the highest level is the winner. 
Introduce the lesson by talking about what made the objects easier or harder to stack. 
What made the objects fall down? The smaller the object, the less steady. The bigger 
the object, the better foundation and stability. Today we are going to look at the be-
ginning of the Bible—the foundation—just after God created a beautiful world. 
Then, everything fell down.

G r a b  t h e  B i n o c u l a r s  ( 4 – 6  m i n u t e s ) 

Write the following five headings on the whiteboard, allowing plenty of room to 
list words and phrases below them.

The Serpent Tempts: Genesis 3:1–7

God Talks: Genesis 3:8–13

The Good News: Genesis 3:14–15

The Punishment: Genesis 3:16–19

The Banishment: Genesis 3:20–24
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Before reading the verses, invite a brief discussion about Adam and Eve and what 
students already know. Since this may be a familiar story, it’s tempting to assume many 
things. Say, A detective never assumes! As we read, let’s be observant. Whenever 
we come to a word you don’t know or a part of the story you don’t recognize, we 
will write it on the board. 

Ask for three volunteers to act out Adam, Eve, and the serpent as you read the 
chapter. Instruct volunteers to freeze whenever there is a word or phrase to write 
on the board. If they aren’t sure how to act, then offer suggestions. For example, you 
might say, What would Adam’s expression have been when God told him the 
ground would be cursed? Would he smile? Would he frown? Encourage students 
to come to the board and write what they discover. If students are shy about admitting 
words they don’t know, then offer suggestions. In verse 15, for example, say, Enmity? 
That was our clue word, and it’s a tough word. Let’s write it on the board and we 
will talk about what it means after the reading.

H o L D  t H e  M ag n i f y i n g  G L a s s  ( 1 5 – 2 0  m i n u t e s ) 

Hand out the Investigator Reports. Help students fill in blanks or have them work 
with a partner. Invite one student to complete the Wanted Poster. 

Criminals: Adam and Eve

Crime: Mass murder

Accomplice: Satan

Evidence: Satan, disguised as the serpent, tempts Eve to eat the forbidden 
fruit. She shares it with Adam. They doubt God’s Word and disobey God. 
Sin came into the world. From this moment forward, all will die.

Crime Scene: Garden of Eden

Motive: Desiring to be like God

Last Seen: Being kicked out of/thrown out of/exiled from Garden of Eden

Our 21st-Century Crimes: Doubting God’s Word; disobeying God

God’s Verdict: Painful childbirth for Eve; toiling in the soil for Adam; God 
crushed Satan and saved His people through Christ’s death and 
resurrection. Our mortal bodies will die, but we will live eternally. 
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Invest igator Report

C r i m e  S c e n e  N ot e s  f o r  G e n e s i s  3 : 1 – 2 4

Criminals: 

Crime: 

Accomplice: 

Evidence: Satan, disguised as the serpent, ____________ Eve to eat 

the _____________ ____________. She _____________ it with 

Adam. They _______________ God’s Word and _______________ 

God. ___________ came into the world. From this moment forward, 

_________ will _____________.

Crime Scene:

Motive: Desiring to be like ______________

Last Seen: Being _______________ from Garden of Eden

Our 21st-Century Crimes: Doubting God’s _____________ ;  

disobeying ___________

God’s Verdict: Painful ____________ for Eve; toiling in the 

___________ for Adam; God crushed ____________ and 

___________ His people through Christ’s _____________ and 

__________________. Our ________ ________ will die,  

but we will ___________ eternally. 




