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About This Series 

With the release of Lutheran Bible Companion (2 vols., St. Louis: Concordia, 2014), Concordia 

Publishing House provides to the church a wealth of information about the Bible and its application. 

When readers see the books, they are overwhelmed by the abundance of content. Almost immediately we 

received a request for a classroom tool that would allow church workers and laity to explore the new 

books together. 

This series walks readers through different features of Lutheran Bible Companion based on topics, 

allowing a class to drain the depths of knowledge and devotion from the Scriptures and apply it to their 

lives. Our prayer is that those who use these studies will receive “life according to [His] Word” (Psalm 

119:25). 

The Editor 
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Participant Introduction 

This Bible study is intended for those who have a general knowledge of the Bible or for advanced 

students of the Bible. It may be too difficult for persons new to Bible study, unless aided by another 

participant. 

To begin this study, each participant will need the following materials: 

 An edition of the Holy Bible that includes subject headings. Although the study is based on 

The Lutheran Study Bible (ESV 2009), other editions of the Bible might be used. 

 Lutheran Bible Companion, Volume 2: Intertestamental Era, New Testament, and Bible 

Dictionary. 

 Paper and a pen or pencil for taking notes. 

Each session is written with an expectation that participants will complete readings before attending 

class so that they will be prepared to discuss the questions in the guide. Leaders might also ask 

participants to complete the study sheet before class in order to fully facilitate learning and discussion 

during class time. (The leader guide includes suggestions for further discussion in case the class would 

complete discussion of the assigned questions and answers before the class period is over. References to 

the Lutheran Bible Companion (LBC hereafter) will appear as follows: 

Volume Page  Start     Stop (included where necessary) 

1:  193 (“Upon thorough reflection . . . law and instruction.”) 

To prepare for the first session, “Prepare the Way for the King,” read LBC 2:3–10 and explore pp. 6–

11 and the maps on pp. 12–13 at the front of the book. 
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Prepare the Way for the King 

Introduction and the Time between the Testaments 

Dates, facts, and places. History is always in danger of becoming boring—except when it’s something 

we really care about, something that clearly touches us personally, like those interesting facts about our 

families. 

There are many theories about how we should record history. For example, should history be the 

stories of great people or stories of common people? Opinions abound, but good history generally has the 

following helpful qualities: 

Facts: Good history answers basic questions like “Who did it?” “When did he/she do it?” “Where did 

it happen?” and “What happened?” 

Causes: Good history also goes the next step to ask “How did it happen?” and “Why did it happen?” 

Lessons: Finally, good history explores questions like “Could it happen again?” and “What does it 

mean for our lives?” 

The Holy Bible is filled with a wealth of historical facts, explanations of causes, and lessons we need 

to learn from history. Yet for our purposes, the central fact that causes us to study the Holy Bible is that it 

prophesied and prepared the way for Jesus Christ to be born in history for our salvation—the Word 

become flesh for our sakes. 

In this course, you will explore truths in each of the above categories of history and take away 

important lessons for your life as well as lessons to share with others. Each lesson will draw upon the 

Lutheran Bible Companion, Vol. 2, to deepen your understanding of biblical history and its relevance 

for your life today. 

In his “Preface to Galeatius Capella’s History,” Luther wrote about the value and use of history as 

presented in the Bible: 
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Upon thorough reflection one finds that almost all laws, art, good counsel, warning, threatening, 

terrifying, comforting, strengthening, instruction, prudence, wisdom, discretion, and all virtues 

well up out of the narratives and histories as from a living fountain. It all adds up to this: histories 

are nothing else than a demonstration, recollection, and sign of divine action and judgment, how 

He upholds, rules, obstructs, prospers, punishes, and honors the world, and especially men, each 

according to his just desert, evil or good. And although there are many who do not acknowledge 

God or esteem him, they must nevertheless come up against the examples and histories and be 

afraid lest they fare like those individuals whom the histories portray. They are more deeply 

moved by this than if one were simply to restrain and control them with mere words of the law or 

instruction. Thus we read not only in the Holy Scriptures, but also in the books of pagans how 

they cited as witnesses and held up the examples, words, and deeds of forebears when they 

wanted to carry a point with the people or when they intended to teach, admonish, warn, or deter. 

The historians, therefore, are the most useful people and the best teachers, so that one can never 

honor, praise, and thank them enough. . . . One can see especially in the books of Judges, Kings, 

and Chronicles that among the Jewish people such masters were appointed and retained. That was 

also the case among the kings of Persia who had such libraries in Media, as one can gather from 

the book of Ezra and Nehemiah [Ezra 6:2]. (AE 34:275–76) 

1. In view of Martin Luther’s comments about the value of history (“Upon thorough reflection . . . 

law or instruction.”), what effects does biblical history have upon sinful human beings? 

 

2. Finish reading the Luther quotation above (“Thus we read . . . [Ezra 6:2].” According to Luther, 

how are biblical history and secular history similar to one another? 

 

Waiting in Silence 

3. In this first session, you will study and discuss the Time between the Testaments, or 

Intertestamental Era (c. 430 BC–2 BC). Based on LBC 2:3 (“This is because . . . ceased to speak.”), what 

title do biblical scholars give to this period in the history of God’s people? 
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For many years some Protestant denominations have ignored the historical significance of the time 

period recorded for us in the Apocrypha. Still, there is good reason why the historical significance of 

these four centuries should command our attention. 

4. Read LBC: 2:3 (“By learning . . . His earthly ministry.”). What is the historical significance one 

might glean from the study of the Apocryphal writings? 

 

5. Read LBC 2:9 (“Jerome included . . . as sermon text.”). How do Roman Catholic, Eastern 

Orthodox, and some Protestants regard these books of the Apocrypha? How did Luther regard them? 

Others 

 

Luther 

 

6. What does the word Apocrypha mean, and how do Lutherans approach these texts for use in 

worship? 

 

Following the conquest of Judea by Alexander the Great (332 BC) and its subsequent rule by the 

Ptolemy and Seleucid rulers (LBC 2:4), Koine, or “common,” Greek became the common language of the 

region, though other languages continued to be used. 

7. Review LBC 2:5 (“Perhaps the most . . . different people groups.”). What important work did 

Jewish scholars produce during this historical period? 
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The conquest of the Near East shows the magnitude of the Empire of Alexander the Great (maps, 

LBC 2:12–13). After Alexander’s death, Judea was ruled by Alexander’s generals and their successors. 

Independence was achieved for a time following the Hasmonean conquest. 

8. Read LBC 2:4 (“The worst . . . of Hanukkuh.”). The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes caused 

a revolt that brought about the eventual independence of the Judeans for nearly one hundred years. What 

did Antiochus IV Epiphanes do to spark the revolt under Mattathias and his sons? (For additional details, 

consult LBC 2:97). 

 

9. Historically, the political stage was set. The waiting was over. Consult LBC 2:186 (“Jesus was 

born . . . Old Testament prophecy.”). What is significant about the way God breaks His silence? 

 

Applying the History 

10. Read Galatians 4:4–5. How would you answer someone who would argue that everything in 

history is merely a series of random occurrences, all without purpose? 

 

11. Genealogy (an account of one’s ancestry or family history) provides a hobby for many. Read 

Matthew 1:1–16 and note how this Gospel writer traces the genealogy of Jesus. What distinctive title does 

Matthew bestow on Jesus? (See verse 16.) 

 

From the time of David, Israel’s greatest king, the world has groaned in anticipation of the fulfillment 

of God’s promise that “your [David’s] house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before Me. 

Your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). 
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12. Read LBC 2:190 (“The immediately following . . . Holy Spirit [1:18–23].”) How would you 

describe God’s intervention in history as it relates to the birth of Jesus Christ? 

 

For a closing devotion, read LBC 2:186 (“Jesus was born . . . Old Testament prophecy.”) Sing or 

recite the following: 

Prepare the royal highway; 

    The King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley 

    A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory 

    Foretold in sacred story: 

 
Refrain 
    Hosanna to the Lord, 

    For He fulfills God’s Word! 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; 

    It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

    And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

    For kindness so abounding: Refrain 
(LSB 343:1, 4) 

Point to Remember 

For this is He who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.’” (Matthew 3:3) 

Prepare for Next Time 

Before class, each participant should read LBC 2:175–77, 183. Take a few minutes to review the 

purpose of each Gospel, found in the Overview sections of LBC 2:185, 233, 267 and 319. 

 


