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Introduction

The study of the Bible is nothing less than an exploration into the
thoughts and desires of God for ordinary people like you and me. It
takes us from this hardened and selfish world into the promise of a world
where God’s peace, justice, and mercy will be complete.

Delving into the Bible for the first time can be somewhat intimidat-
ing. We are taken to a distant past that is full of unfamiliar customs and
traditions. We must become acquainted with a nation that viewed the
world differently than many people do today. And we must begin to alter
some of our current definitions to grasp the full meaning of our Lord’s
love and compassion.

As foreign as many customs and traditions might seem to us today, we
will discover that people’s natures remain the same. We are trapped
today—as people were centuries ago—in an imperfect world where evil
and pain seem all too prevalent. We, too, can view the world as mean-
ingless and without hope. But Jesus Christ came to rescue the world
from its quagmire, and His deliverance continues to change our lives.
Pray that the Word of God, as it comes, will begin to alter your perspec-
tive. May His promises give you rich and lasting hope and joy!

How to Use This Study
The Study Guide will direct your study of Acts. The typical session is

divided into five parts:
1. Approaching This Study
2. An Overview
3. Working with the Text
4. Applying the Message
5. Taking the Message Home

“Approaching This Study” is intended to whet the reader’s appetite
for the topics at hand. It leads participants into the world of the New
Testament while summarizing the issues to be examined. “An Overview”
summarizes the textual material used in each session. Before the text is
examined in detail, it is viewed as a whole, allowing participants to “see
the forest” before “exploring the trees.” “Working with the Text” draws
participants into deeper biblical study, encouraging them to discover the
gems of universal truth that lie in the details of God’s Word. When ques-
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tions appear difficult or unclear, the Leaders Guide provides a doorway
to the answers. “Applying the Message” leads participants from the
recorded Word of God to its possible application in our present lives. It
helps participants more fully realize the implications of God’s Word for
the daily experience of a Christian. Finally, “Taking the Message Home”
invites participants to continue their scriptural meditation at home. Sug-
gestions are given for personal reflection, for preview of the following
session, and for private study of topics raised by the session. The study
of God’s Word will be greatly enhanced by those actively pursuing the
suggestions offered in this section.

Each session includes some trivia that is intended to spark interest
and generate additional discussion. This can be used to develop inquis-
itiveness and enthusiasm about related issues ripe for exploration.

A glossary is provided at the end of the Study Guide. Because a study
of the Bible will lead participants to language that may occasionally seem
foreign and difficult, the glossary will make participants more comfort-
able with unfamiliar terms, phrases, and customs. The glossary will help
them understand biblical concepts such as love and grace, whose defin-
itions may differ from current definitions.
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Session 1

Pentecost: The Beginning 
of the Church

Acts 1–2

Approaching This Study
The New Testament consists of three major types of written materi-

al. The four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John record the min-
istry of Jesus Christ. Most of the other books of the New Testament are
actually letters written by some of Jesus’ disciples. But the Book of Acts
is different from these. Although the physician, Luke, writes Acts as a
continuation of his historical gospel, the material that he covers in Acts
is unique from every other New Testament book. The Book of Acts
records what happened to the followers of Christ after His ascension. It
describes the birth of the Christian church and the spread of Christian-
ity throughout the Roman Empire. Although its focus begins with the 11
apostles who remained after the death of Judas, it quickly evolves into a
record of Paul’s missionary journeys through the Gentile lands outside
of Palestine. As such, it emphasizes God’s gift of grace moving from the
Jews to the Gentiles. In the beginning of the book, Jesus tells His disci-
ples, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth”(Acts 1:8). The Book of Acts records this
sequential spread of the Christian church from its origins at Pentecost in
Jerusalem to Paul’s witness in the capital city of the Roman Empire.
Throughout the book, the presence and work of the Holy Spirit is
emphasized. Because the book leads to Paul’s trial in Rome, but never
describes the events and outcome of that trial, many believe the book
was written as a defense for Paul. Whatever its ultimate purpose, the
book is a priceless glimpse into the manner in which the Holy Spirit
equipped and strengthened the early Christians to bring the Gospel
message of salvation and grace through Jesus Christ to the world. It pro-
vides us with insights into how the church carried out Christ’s Great
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Commission to go into all the world, making disciples of all nations by
baptizing people in the name of the triune God and teaching them to
obey everything Jesus commanded (Matthew 28:19–20), which is, of
course, only the beginning of the story. The story of the church contin-
ues in the work of Christ’s followers today. The work of faithful believ-
ers today comprises the latest chapter and the continuing saga of the
Book of Acts.

An Overview

Unit Reading
Have a volunteer read aloud Luke 24:36–53. Then have another vol-

unteer read Acts 1 and another Acts 2:1–13; and, finally, have another
volunteer read to the end of the chapter.

The Message in Brief
The beginning of the Book of Acts overlaps the ascension account

recorded in the Gospel of Luke. In Acts, however, the author empha-
sizes Jesus’ command for His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit. As they wait, they select another individual to
replace the position of twelfth apostle vacated by Judas as a result of his
suicide. By relying on God’s guidance, they cast lots and chose Matthias.
Ten days after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the disciples receive the
Holy Spirit in a spectacular fashion. The Spirit arrives in a gust of wind
and in the presence of tongues of fire, which rest on the apostles’ heads.
The apostles are empowered to preach God’s Word in the various lan-
guages of the world. And they are emboldened to courageously proclaim
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Consequently, many
people convert to Christianity. As evidence of the Spirit’s power among
them, the Christians live in harmony, daily worshiping the Lord.

Working with the Text

Jesus’ Ascension (Acts 1:1–11)
1. Turn to Luke 1:1–4. What was Luke’s purpose for writing an

account of Jesus’ ministry? To whom was the Gospel of Luke addressed?
Now, what does the author of Acts suggest about the Book of Acts? Is it
a story unto itself or the continuation of a narrative? Again, to whom is
it addressed?
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2. What important information does Acts 1:3–4 give us about Jesus’
post-resurrection appearances? For example, how do His appearances
discredit the possibility that the resurrection story was the result of a
mass hallucination? How do they undermine the theory that the resur-
rection story was only the product of someone’s invention? How does
Jesus’ appearance at the dinner table refute the theory that Jesus’ resur-
rection was only spiritual and not physical?

3. Before His ascension into heaven, Jesus promised the disciples
they would soon receive a wonderful gift. What would that gift be? Jesus
had spoken of this before. Turn to John 14:16–18 and describe Jesus’
promise to His disciples before His death.

4. The promise of the Spirit caused the disciples to wonder whether
a new age was about to begin. What did they believe would happen at
the dawning of the new age according to 1:6? How did Jesus attempt to
focus their attention on the real purpose of His kingdom in verse 8?

5. What promise is given by the two angels about Jesus’ return? How
had Jesus already given this promise to His disciples (Matthew 16:27)?
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A Replacement for Judas (Acts 1:12–26)
1. How many believers were present in Jerusalem with the 11 disci-

ples after Jesus’ ascension? What had happened to the twelfth disciple,
Judas?

2. Peter viewed Judas’s death as the fulfillment of two scriptural
prophecies. Perhaps the most intriguing of the two quotations points to
the need to fill Judas’s position with another individual (Psalm 109:8).
But read all of Psalm 109. How can you view this entire psalm as an
expression of Jesus’ experience as He approached His death on the
cross? Focus on verses 6–20 and explain how these passages could relate
to Judas.

3. What were the requirements for anyone who would fill Judas’s
position as the twelfth apostle? In what manner did the other apostles
finally choose Judas’s replacement?

Pentecost (Acts 2)
1. Pentecost was a Jewish festival, which occurred 50 days after the

Sabbath of Passover week. It was sometimes called the Feast of Weeks
or the Feast of Harvest. This one-day festival would usually occur at the
end of May or beginning of June, celebrating the close of the harvest
season. Describe the three ways by which the Spirit marked His arrival
among the apostles.
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2. Peter, empowered by the Spirit, viewed the Pentecost miracle as a
fulfillment of prophecy. He quoted from the prophet Joel, who had fore-
told the beginning of the “last days” hundreds of years before the birth
of Christ. What does this suggest about the time in which we live? How
might we describe the period of time from Pentecost until now?

3. How would you describe Peter’s message to his audience? On what
did he focus and why? How did the people respond to his message?
Before Pentecost, there were more than 120 believers. How many were
added to the faith on this spectacular day?

4. Describe the unique fellowship that existed in the earliest days of
the Christian church (Acts 2:42–47).

Applying the Message
1. After the crowd in Jerusalem heard Peter’s sermon, they were “cut

to the heart.” They asked Peter how they should respond to the message
of Jesus’ death and resurrection. He called upon them to repent and be
baptized “in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.” The
Greek preposition here indicates purpose; in other words, the purpose
of Holy Baptism is to bring the forgiveness of sins. Some Christian
denominations view Baptism as a simple rite of naming or christening a
child. Why is Baptism much more than that? How does this under-
standing help us interpret Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 3:21–22; and Acts 22:16?
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2. There are some Christians who claim to speak in tongues today.
They utter sounds and syllables that arise from an unknown language.
But how does such tongue-speaking differ from the miraculous tongue-
speaking of Pentecost? What effect do you think this miracle had on
those who heard the Gospel preached in their native languages? How
did the Spirit use this gift to expand the early church? Now consider 
1 Corinthians 14:6–19. How does Paul view the gift of speaking in
tongues when no one can understand the language? What does this sug-
gest to you about the priority of speaking in tongues?

3. When Jesus promised He would send His Spirit to the disciples,
what did He promise the Spirit would do for them (Acts 1:8)? Many
Christians have difficulty sharing their faith with others. They feel intim-
idated or fearful about uttering the wrong words. What remedy does
God offer for this timidity? How important is it to be strengthened in
God’s Word through which the Holy Spirit works to strengthen our
faith?

Taking the Message Home

Review
When Christians worship God, they recognize the existence of three

persons in one God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Even though they
exist as one God, we often ascribe somewhat different attributes and
functions to each person. God the Father is predominantly associated
with creation, while Jesus Christ is associated with redemption. After
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reading Acts 1 and 2 again, how would you begin to describe the role of
the Holy Spirit?

Looking Ahead
As time permits, read Acts 3:5–16. List the ways in which you see

God’s justice and mercy evident in the recorded events. In what manner
does this section of Acts influence your view of the Holy Spirit’s work?

Working Ahead
Complete one or more of the following before the next session:
1. Ask your pastor about his perspective on tithing in your congrega-

tion. How could tithing better enable your congregation to accomplish
its task to spread the Gospel?

2. It is a popular belief that all people who are sincere about their
religion will find their eternal reward in heaven. Whether people are
Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, or Islamic, as long as they genuinely follow the
tenets of their religion, they will be saved. Why do you think this opin-
ion has become so widely held today? What do you think the Christian
response should be and why?

3. Reflect on the ideal sermon. What themes do you think a preach-
er should regularly communicate to a congregation and why? Be pre-
pared to share your thoughts with others in the group.
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Did You Know That . . . ?

In some ways, God’s people began to come full circle at the
Pentecost miracle. Many years earlier, the world’s sins had caused
a breakdown in communication. After Noah’s flood, as the
population of the world grew and became increasingly wicked,
many arrogant people decided they would build a tower to
heaven. In their mad and sinful delusion, they believed they could
create a human monument that would span the distance between
God and them. God punished these wicked people by confusing
their speech. Each began speaking a different language and no
one could understand anyone else (Genesis 11:1–9). The doomed
monument became known as the Tower of Babel.

Of course, no physical apparatus can bridge the gap between God
and people. The schism arose as a consequence of sin and can only
be bridged through spiritual healing. That is why Jesus died for
the sins of the world. By doing so, He became the link between
God and people. So, after Jesus’ resurrection, it was no surprise
that His Spirit should mend the damage created by the Tower of
Babel. Rather than struggle with a confusing host of languages,
each person in Jerusalem heard the disciples preaching the
Gospel in his or her own language. What had become confusing
was now understood. Even as Jesus had died for sin, so the
anarchy of sin was being transformed into unity and order. A new
age had indeed begun!
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Session 1

Pentecost: The Beginning 
of the Church

Acts 1–2

Session Aim
The Book of Acts is unique. Unlike any other book, it chronicles the

miraculous events that occurred in the days, weeks, and years immediately
following Jesus’ resurrection and ascension. Although Jesus is no longer
physically present with the disciples, the Holy Spirit continues to work
through God’s Word to bring salvation to the world. In this session, the Holy
Spirit ignites the creation of Christ’s church.

Session Objectives
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through the Word, participants

will
1. identify the Book of Acts as the second volume of the narrative

begun by Luke in his gospel account;
2. appreciate the unique miracles that surrounded the Pentecost

event and understand the Holy Spirit’s role in giving life to the
church;

3. call upon the Holy Spirit for the power and courage to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ; and

4. appreciate the Book of Acts as a record of the Holy Spirit work-
ing to establish and further Christ’s church.

Opening Worship
Offer this prayer:
Father in heaven, we approach Your Word with excitement and curiosi-

ty. Today we begin an adventure in learning about the events that followed
Your Son’s ascension into heaven. Help us to marvel at the power of Your
Spirit. May He be with us as we read Your holy Word, enlightening our
hearts and strengthening our faith. Help us gain insight into Your church as

SAMPLE
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we ponder the activity of the apostles and early Christians. May we find
inspiration in their courage and grow in the eagerness to share Your Word
with our friends and neighbors. We pray these things in the name of Jesus,
whose Spirit continues His powerful work as He brings us peace and joy.
Amen.

Approaching This Study
Discuss with participants their views of the Holy Spirit. Who do they

consider Him to be? What role does He serve? Stress how the Book of Acts
will change their perspective on the Spirit’s work, and remind them of the
tremendous power God promises His children through the presence of His
Spirit. Although the Spirit may not display Himself in the kind of spectacu-
lar fashion common to the early church, He remains our source of power
and courage to bring the Gospel message of salvation to the world.

An Overview

Unit Reading
Follow the suggestions found in the Study Guide.

The Message in Brief
After reading this section in the Study Guide, point out how the Gospel

of Luke focuses on the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ, while the Book
of Acts gives testimony to the power and activity of the Holy Spirit. But the
two are connected. The Book of Acts records the work of the Holy Spirit to
bring all people the salvation won by Jesus through His life, death, and res-
urrection. Whether Jesus is physically present or present in the work of the
Holy Spirit, His presence is at work, bringing the message of grace and sal-
vation to all who believe.

Working with the Text

Jesus’ Ascension (Acts 1:1–11)
1. Although Luke recognized that others had recorded an account of

Jesus’ ministry as it was handed down to them, he intended to investigate
everything himself so he could provide an orderly account of Jesus’ life. This
account was specifically designed to be read by the “excellent Theophilus.”
The name “Theophilus” simply means “one who loves God.” The term
“excellent” was a respectful term often reserved for governors. Notice how
the author of Acts also addresses his book to “Theophilus” and refers to his
prior written work that was centered on Jesus’ ministry. The Book of Acts is
the second volume of the narrative begun in the gospel account of Luke.
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2. After His resurrection, Jesus provided a number of convincing proofs
that He was alive. Over a 40-day period He appeared to the disciples and
taught them about the kingdom of God. Because the number of His appear-
ances were many, His resurrection could not be dismissed as a single event
of mass hysteria. Because He appeared to a number of different people on
different occasions, His resurrection could not have been the invention of
someone’s fervent imagination. And because Jesus ate with the disciples, we
cannot dismiss His resurrection as something merely spiritual. It was phys-
ical as well. The disciples were able to touch Him and watch Him eat. This
was no ghost. It was Jesus, physically returned from the dead.

3. In Acts 1:4–5, Jesus promised His disciples a gift from the Father. He
promised they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit. In John 14:16–18,
before Jesus’ betrayal and crucifixion, He promised that His Father would
send the Spirit of truth to His disciples.

4. The disciples, in Acts 1:6, wondered if Jesus would deliver the people
of Israel from Roman occupation and establish an earthly kingdom. Instead
of confirming their expectations, Jesus explained they would soon be
empowered by the Holy Spirit and become His witnesses in Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth.

5. The two angels who spoke to the disciples promised Jesus would
return in the same way He had been taken into heaven (Acts 1:11). Jesus
Himself explained this to the disciples in Matthew 16:27, “For the Son of
Man is going to come in His Father’s glory with His angels.”

A Replacement for Judas (Acts 1:12–26)
1. About 120 believers met in Jerusalem after Jesus’ ascension (Acts

1:15). There were only 11 apostles because Judas, the twelfth apostle, had
committed suicide (Acts 1:18).

2. One can only imagine some of Jesus’ feelings as He was crucified.
Clearly, they reflected David’s expressions of loneliness and betrayal found
in Psalm 109. Jesus’ despair, however, would be mixed with the same kind
of confidence in the Father’s will and praise for the Father’s plan as David
expressed in the concluding verses of Psalm 109. Imagine, then, that Psalm
109:6–20 reflects Judas’s betrayal and the curse that resulted from his evil
deed. If such were the case, Psalm 109:8 would be an important exhortation
for those left behind: “May another take his place of leadership.”

3. The individual replacing Judas must have accompanied Jesus from the
beginning of His ministry (His Baptism) until His ascension and must have
witnessed the resurrection. After narrowing down the candidates to two, the
apostles cast lots and, guided by the Holy Spirit, determined Matthias
would fulfill the role of twelfth apostle.
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Pentecost (Acts 2)
1. The Holy Spirit appeared to the disciples in the sound of a rushing

wind, accompanied by tongues of fire that rested on each of them. Having
been filled with the Holy Spirit, the disciples were empowered to speak in
different languages. Naturally, it amazed the many Jews in Jerusalem who
had come from various parts of the Roman Empire to celebrate Pentecost.
They were fluent in their various native languages and could hear the disci-
ples uttering those languages with ease. Surely such a manifestation of the
Spirit’s power convinced many of the truth of the Gospel proclamation.

2. Because Peter described the Pentecost experience as a sign that the
“last days” had arrived (Acts 2:17), Christians continue to view themselves
as living during the “last days.”

3. Peter’s address to the crowd in Jerusalem focused on the reality of
Jesus’ death, resurrection, and exultation and the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit onto the disciples. Jesus’ resurrection is vital to the Christian faith. If
the resurrection had not occurred, there would be no Christianity. Through
His resurrection Jesus had proclaimed victory over sin, death, and Satan.
Jesus’ resurrection proved that His sacrificial death was an acceptable and
sufficient payment for sin. People heard Peter and wondered what they
should do to be saved. Peter called upon them to repent and receive the
Spirit through Holy Baptism. This would bring forgiveness of sins and eter-
nal life. As a result, 3000 people were added to the rolls of the Christian
church in a single day.

4. As a tribute to the power of the Holy Spirit, the early Christians spent
their days learning about Jesus, enjoying Christian fellowship, partaking of
the Sacrament of Holy Communion, and engaging in prayer. Miracles were
common. Perhaps most miraculous was the sharing of all their possessions
so that no one remained in need.

Applying the Message
1. Peter clearly states that Holy Baptism is a means by which God not

only brings people His Spirit but also offers the forgiveness of sins won by
Jesus Christ. Thus, through Holy Baptism, the Holy Spirit creates saving
faith in Jesus. With that understanding, we can see how God “saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).
It is understandable that Peter should say, “and this water symbolizes bap-
tism that now saves you” (1 Peter 3:21). And it is no wonder Ananias, upon
Paul’s conversion to Christianity, could say to Paul, “Get up, be baptized and
wash your sins away” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is much more significant than
a simple christening intended to give a name. It is the means through which
God gives salvation!
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2. Whereas many who “speak in tongues” today utter an unknown lan-
guage, the languages spoken by the disciples at Pentecost were recogniz-
able. Surely, such a miracle impressed upon the Jerusalem crowds the mys-
tery and power of the Christian religion and gave impetus to the many
conversions that occurred. In 1 Corinthians 14:6–19, Paul refers to a “speak-
ing in tongues” that involves unknown languages. But he downplays the
importance of this gift, asking believers to speak understandable words that
edify and uplift the faithful, while coherently inviting unbelievers to the
faith. Paul says he “would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct oth-
ers than ten thousand words in a tongue” (1 Corinthians 14:19). Scripture
reminds us that the sole purpose of spiritual gifts is to build up and strength-
en the Christian church.

3. Jesus promised that the disciples would receive power from the Holy
Spirit so that they could spread the Gospel message throughout the world.
Through faith strengthened by the Holy Spirit working through God’s
Word, all Christians possess the courage and ability to proclaim boldly the
Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ.

Taking the Message Home
Urge participants to complete the Review and Looking Ahead sections

and one or more of the Working Ahead suggestions before the next session.
Encourage them to search for the activity of the Holy Spirit in each of the
upcoming readings.

Closing Worship
Read Psalm 51:1, 7–12:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according

to Your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Cleanse me with hys-
sop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me
hear joy and gladness; let the bones You have crushed rejoice. Hide Your
face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from Your pres-
ence or take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salva-
tion and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me. Amen.
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