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Introduction

The study of the Bible is nothing less than an exploration into the
thoughts and desires of God for ordinary people like you and me. It
takes us from this hardened and selfish world into the promise ofa world
where God's peace, justice, and mercy will be complete.

Delving into the Bible for the first time can be somewhat intimidat
ing. We are taken to a distant past that is full of unfamiliar customs and
traditions. We must become acquainted with a nation that viewed the
world differently than many people do today. And we must begin to alter
some of our current definitions to grasp the full meaning of our Lord's
love and compassion.

As foreign as many customs and traditions might seem to us today, we
will discover that people's natures remain the same. We are trapped
today-as people were centuries ago-in an imperfect world where evil
and pain seem all too prevalent. We, too, can view the world as mean
ingless and without hope. But Jesus Christ came to rescue the world
from its quagmire, and His deliverance continues to change our lives.
Pray that the Word of God will begin to alter your perspective. May His
promises give you rich and lasting hope and joy!

How to Use This Study
The Study Guide will direct your study of Romans. The typical ses-

sion is divided into five parts:

1. Approaching This Study

2. An Overview

3. Working with the Text

4. Applying the Message

5. Taking the Message Home

"Approaching This Study" is intended to whet the reader's appetite
for the topics at hand. It leads participants into the world of the New
Testament while summarizing the issues to be examined. "An Overview"
summarizes the textual material used in each session. Before the text is
examined in detail, it is viewed as a whole, allowing participants to "see
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the forest" before "exploring the trees." "Working with the Text" draws
participants into deeper biblical study, encouraging them to discover the
gems of universal truth that lie in the details of God's Word. When ques
tions appear difficult or unclear, the Leaders Guide provides a doorway
to the answers. "Applying the Message" leads participants from the
recorded Word of God to its possible application in our present lives. It
helps participants more fully realize the implications of God's Word for
their daily experience as a Christian. Finally, "Taking the Message
Home" invites participants to continue their scriptural meditation at
home. Suggestions are given for personal reflection, for preview of the
following session, and for private study of topics raised by the session.
The study of God's Word will be greatly enhanced by those actively pur
suing the suggestions offered in this section.

Each session ends with some trivia that is intended to spark interest
and generate additional discussion. This can be used to develop inquis
itiveness and enthusiasm about related issues ripe for exploration.

A glossary is provided at the end of the Study Guide. Because a study
of the Bible will lead participants to language that may occasionally seem
foreign and difficult, the glossary will make participants more comfort
able with unfamiliar terms, phrases, and customs. The glossary will help
them understand biblical concepts such as love and grace, whose defin
itions may differ from current definitions.

The Bible study also includes easy-to-read charts and interesting
illustrations that will aid participants in their understanding of biblical
concepts and history. These should be referred to frequently as they give
visual support to the context of the sessions.
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Session 1

The Sad State of the World

(Romans 1)

Approaching This Study
What a wonderful experience we have ahead of usf Of all the books

of the Bible, perhaps none other expresses God's plan of salvation as
clearly as Paul's letter to the Romans. Romans systematically constructs
an image of our world's sinful condition, then details God's plan to
redeem, or "buy back," people from the hopelessness of their sinful
state. Ifyou desire an understanding of the relationship between the two
main doctrines of the Bible-Law and Gospel-reading Romans is
essential. When we have completed this study, we will have a much
greater understanding of God's incredible, gracious intervention in our
lives.

Paul probably wrote this letter, or epistle, to the Christian church
worshiping in Rome. Most of its members were Gentiles (that is, non
Jews), although a sizable minority were of Jewish origin. Some friction
had arisen between the Gentile Christians and the Jewish Christians,
causing Paul to delineate their relationship in God's overall plan of
redemption. Unlike nlany of the churches to which Paul wrote, this
Christian community had not yet been visited by the apostle. So Paul
hoped to construct for them a basic understanding of the Gospel mes
sage, laying a foundation for his upcoming visit. He also hoped to gain
support for his proposed mission outreach into Spain. Paul wrote this
letter from the city of Corinth, in the country we call Greece today, in
early spring of A.D. 57, less than 30 years after Jesus was crucified, rose
from the dead, and ascended into heaven.

Let's approach this study with thanksgiving for the unparalleled gift
God has granted us through the death of His only Son. We were lost in
our sins. But God's love for us was so great He would not allow us to per
ish. He had a plan. And the plan worked.
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An Overview

Unit Reading

Divide the reading of this first chapter into three parts. After reading
Romans 1:1-7, summarize its main points. Do the same after reading
Romans 1:8-17 and again after reading Romans 1:18-32. What founda
tional points does Paul construct in this first chapter?

The Message in Brief

Paul begins this letter by introducing himself and his credentials. In
doing so, he exposes his readers to such important concepts as apostle
ship, sainthood, Old Testament prophecy, the two natures of Jesus
Christ, election, and sanctification. These will be explored in the upcom
ing section.

In typical fashion, Paul praises those Christians in Rome who have
steadfastly remained faithful to Jesus Christ. He expresses his desire to
visit so that he and the Roman Christians may enjoy mutual support and
edification. Finally, Paul presents the theme of his letter: "the righteous
will live by faith."

Having completed his opening remarks, Paul sketches the sinful
nature of the world's Gentile population. They have lived in a constant
state of rebellion against God, causing Him to abandon them to the con
sequences of their sin. In the next chapter, Paul will summarize the sins
of the Jews, and in the third chapter, he will review the sins prevalent
among both the Jews and the Gentiles. By engaging in this discussion,
Paul emphasizes sin's dire consequences for all people. These conse
quences could only be reversed by the sacrifice of God's only Son on the
cross.

Working with the Text

Introduction (Romans 1:1-7)

1. Look up the word apostle in a Bible dictionary. How would you
describe Paul as an apostle? Compare an apostle to a missionary or an
evangelist.
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2. One of the miraculous and mysterious aspects of Jesus is that,
though one person, He has two natures. He is both human and divine at
the same time. According to Paul's introduction, how was Jesus' human
nature manifested? How was His divine nature manifested?

3. Paul describes some of the Romans as having been "called" to
belong to Jesus Christ. Read Ephesians 1:4-14 and expand your under
standing of what it means to be called by Christ.

When were we chosen? What does God grant us as His chosen?
What has God given as a seal to prove we have been called? Now read
Ephesians 2:8-10. For what purpose has God created us? When we are
given the gift of faith, we naturally respond by wanting to serve God in
good works. This process of following God is sometimes called sanctifi
cation. How does this relate to the purpose for our call according to
Romans 1:5?

For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in His sight. In love He predestined us to be
adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His
pleasure and will-to the praise of His glorious grace, which He
has freely given us in the One He loves. In Him we have redemp
tion through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God's grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom
and understanding. And He made known to us the mystery of His
will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ,
to be put into effect when the times will have reached their ful
fillment-to bring all things in heaven and on earth together
under one head, even Christ.

In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined accord
ing to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity
with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first
to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory. And you
also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel ofyour salvation. Having believed, you were marked in
Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guar
anteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are
God's possession-to the praise of His glory. Ephesians 1:4-14
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For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by works, so that no
one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do. Ephesians 2:8-10

4. The Gospel refers to everything in the Bible that points to
Jesus' sacrificial death on the cross for our forgiveness and eternal
life. According to verse 2, when was the Gospel first promised?

5. Notice Romans 1:7. Who are the "saints"? Is Paul referring
to a few selected "super Christians"?

Paul's Desire to Visit Rome (Romans 1:8-17)

1. Why is Paul unashamed of the Gospel?

2. To whom did God first offer His salvation (see v.16)?
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3. In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were chosen by God
over all nations of the world to reflect His light and glory. This explains
Jesus' initial ministry to the Jews of Palestine. Later, He ministered to
the Gentiles of Samaria, Phoenicia, and the Decapolis. What is clear
about whom God desires to save?

4. One reason Paul wants to visit the Roman Christians is to offer and
receive moral and spiritual support. Another reason can be found in
Romans 15:23-24. What is that reason?

The Sinful State of the Gentiles (Romans 1:18-32)

1. Some people wonder why God doesn't simply reveal Himself in
the heavens one night, shouting "Here I am!" According to Paul, how
has God already made His existence known to everyone?

2. Rather than acknowledge the existence of the true God, to what
have people turned? Can you give contemporary examples of people
"worshiping" things other than God?

3. As a result of the world's idolatry, God has allowed people to suffer
the consequences of follOwing false religions and gods. According to
verses 24-27, what is one such consequence that is the result of people
acting out their sinful desires? What are some additional consequences
(w.28-32)?
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Applying the Message
1. Paul claims he is not ashamed of the Gospel. That is noble, indeed!

Have you ever demonstrated an "ashamed of the Gospel" attitude? If
you feel comfortable doing so, discuss your moment of weakness with
other members. Be aware that everyone has failed in this area at some
point. Jesus' death on the cross won forgiveness for all sins, including our
sinful failures to confess Jesus Christ as Lord.

2. Gay rights is a hot topic in America today. But remember what
Paul says about such activity in this chapter. When people continually
disobey God's will (because they no longer worship the true God, but
rather, follow false philosophies), God will finally allow them their way,
even as they face eternal destruction because of their sinful actions.
Sadly, how do you see the truth of Paul's words being demonstrated
today?

3. Notice, however, other consequences of idolatry include such sins
as greed, envy, strife, deceit, gossiping, slander, disobedience, and so
forth. What does this suggest about our attitude toward individuals who
practice homosexuality? Should we view their behavior as any more atro
cious than those who fail in these other ways?
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4. Are some of Paul's writings difficult to understand already? Cheer
up! You are not alone. What does Peter-Paul's friend and coworker
say about Paul's writings in 2 Peter 3:16-17? According to Peter, how can
people use difficult-to-understand passages for their own negative pur
poses?

Taking the Message HOlDe

Review

Take a recent newspaper and clip articles that present the most
repulsive examples of sin in the world. Be prepared to share these exam
ples with others in the group. Be careful to share only the facts and not
to gossip about specific people or groups.

Looking Ahead

Read Romans 2:1-3:8. Much of this reading might seem puzzling,
but write down what you believe Paul is saying. If there are passages that
appear puzzling and difficult, jot them down.

Working Ahead

Complete one or more of the follOwing suggestions before the next
session:

1. What examples can you give ofpeople who consider their nation or
ethnic group superior to others? How might this narrow-mindedness be
a symptom of sin's blindness? Contemplate the disastrous consequences
bigotry and intolerance have played in world history. How do these atti
tudes continue to bring distress to people today?

2. Look up Paul in a Bible dictionary and read about his adventurous
life. What strikes you most about his relationship with the Lord? In what
ways does his life contrast with the lives of those who claim life's goal is
to "eat, drink, and be merry"?

3. Look at the map of Rome from Paul's day and notice where each
of the following were located: the Tiber River, the Forum, the Via Appia,
and the Imperial Palaces. List the various temples existing within the
city and the gods or goddesses to whom they were dedicated.
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Did You Know ...

The apostle Paul was born and raised a Jew. In fact, he was trained
to be a disciplined Pharisee, one of those individuals who placed
ultimate importance on following God's ceremonial and moral
laws. As a zealous Jew, Paul was deeply involved in the first
persecutions of the Christian church. He was instrumental in the
death of the first Christian martyr, Stephen. In one of God's most
remarkable acts of grace (undeserved love), He converted Paul to
Christianity. As Paul rode to Damascus-intent on persecuting
the Christians there-the risen and glorified Jesus appeared in
blazing light and transformed the murdering unbeliever into a
follower and servant of the Lord. Paul became the greatest
Christian missionary in history. Truly, Paul could relate to the
words, "Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch
like me! I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I
see!"
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Alternatively described as the glorious crowning
achievement of mankind and as the sewer of the universe
where all the scum from every corner of the empire
gathered, Rome had reasons for both civic pride in its
architecture and shame for staggering urban social
problems not unlike those of cities today.

The apostle Paul entered the city from the south on the Via
Appia. He first lived under house arrest and then, after a
period of freedom, as a condemned prisoner in the
Mamertime dungeon near the Forum. Remarkably, Paul was
able to proclaim the gospel among all classes of people,
from the palace to the prison. According to tradition, he
was executed at a spot on the Ostian Way
outside Rome in A.D. 68.
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