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ROMANS 
Alive in Christ 

'T a m  not ashamed of the gospel, because i t  i s  the power of God 
for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew7 then 

for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God i s  revealed, 
a righteousness that i s  by faith from first to last, just as i t  i s  written: 

'The righteous will live by faith.'" 

Romans 1:16-17 
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St. Paul's letter to the Romans is the first epistle in the New Testament 
because it is the longest, but it could also occupy that position because of 
the importance of its contents as well. It has always played an important 
role in the history of the church, because it summarizes so well the essen- 
tial emphases of the apostle's evangelical theology. Martin Luther had an 
especially exalted view of Romans: "This epistle is really the chief part of 
the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only 
that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that 
he should occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. 
We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with 
it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes." ("Preface to the 
Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans," from 1546, in Luther's W o ~ k s ,  American 
Edition, vol. 35 [Philadelphia: Muhlenberg, 19601, p. 365.) 

Romans summarizes a quarter century of Paul's missionary preaching 
and teaching. It was written from Corinth at the end of Paul's third mis- 
sionary journey, probably in A.D. 56 or 57. This was a turning point in his 
life, for he planned to bring to a close his work among Christian congrega- 
tions in Asia Minor and in eastern Europe and then turn his attention to a 
new field west of Rome. Before leaving, he wrote to the Romans the key 
aspects of the Gospel of God's mercy in Jesus Christ. Indeed, this explains 
why Romans is more comprehensive than Paul's other letters, for he was 
writing to introduce himself and the Gospel he preached to the Christians 
at Rome. It was his hope that they would support him with their prayers 
and offerings as he embarked on his new work in the west. 

Throughout the letter Paul emphasizes that God's mercy comes to unde- 
serving people who stand under the accusation and condemnation of the 
Law. In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God freely gives righteousness to men 
and women through faith alone, and not on the basis of their own accom- 
plishments or their own fastidious efforts to keep the Law. Paul insists that 
Jesus Christ is God's definitive Word, His final action, and thus is the ful- 
fillment of all of God's promises. This unconditional promise is the sole 
basis of people's relationship with God. 

It is the purpose of Romans to unfold some of its implications. Let's take 
a look at Romans and learn and grow! 

SAMPLE



Lesson I 

The Power of the Gospel 
(Romans 1) 

Theme Verses 
"I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness 
that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 'The righteous will live 
by faith' " (Romans 1: 16-17). 

Goal 
We seek to understand how the righteousness of God is not so rnuch 

about what God is in Himself or about what God asks of us, but about what 
He gives to us in the Gospel of Jesus Christ through faith. 

What's Going On Here? 
The apostle Paul begins his most comprehensive doctrinal letter with a 

summary of the Gospel he preached and with a statement of the basis of 
his calling to be an apostle to the Gentiles. This Gospel was promised in 
the Old Testament Scriptures (1:2-3). The resurrection of Jesus ratified 
Jesus' identity as Son of God and victorious Lord (1:4). Through this 
Gospel, Paul called his audience in Rome and elsewhere to "the obedience 
that comes from faithn (15). Those to whom he wrote-very likely to a 
community of Christians that included both Jews and Gentiles-were 
among those "called to belong to Jesus Christ" (1%). 

Verses 8-15 are part of Paul's hopes and plans to travel to Rome, where 
he had not visited before he wrote this letter. These verses are a model of 
pastoral concern: The Romans are in his prayers (1: 10); he hopes for mutu- 
al encouragement in the faith (1:12); and he notes that his outreach and 
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ministry is and will be universal, extending both to Gentiles and Jews alike 
(1:13-14). 

Whatever his audience, his message and his gospel will be consistent. 
Paul was "eager to preach the gospel also to [those] who are at Rome" 
(1: 15). Let's listen to that Gospel as Paul unfolds it in this letter. 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. How does Paul summarize the basic human situation that produces 

all of his problems (1:18)? What does it mean when Paul states that human 
beings are "godless"? 

2. What is the essential characteristic of idolatry? In what sense is idola- 
try the source of all other sins? See Romans 1:25. 

3. What is the end result of persistent idolatry? 

4. Romans 1:22-32 is virtually a catalog of human sin and folly. Are the 
sins enumerated in these verses the cause or the consequence of our prob- 
lem? 
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5. Does the "righteousness of God as Paul uses the expression refer to 
the Law or to the Gospel? In light of your answer, and in light of what Paul 
says in 1:16-17, how is the righteousness of God revealed to human 
beings? 

6. How do human beings come to have the righteousness of God in their 
own lives? See Romans 1: 17b. 

7. Go back and read Romans 1: 16 again. Why could Paul be so confident 
and emphatic about the Gospel? 

The W o r d  for Us 
1. For whom was the Gospel that Paul preached intended? On what 

basis do human beings-all human beings-relate to God? What does that 
say about our own outreach? 
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2. In many ways these verses are about priorities, about what comes 
first and what will then follow. What is always of first importance to the 
Christian? On the basis of the verses read in this lesson, why and how is 
this a source of great comfort for the Christian? 

3. In our lesson and in the questions from the last section we have 
focused on the Law portions of this text before we turned to the Gospel. 
This reflects the pattern of Paul's outline of Romans. Why do you think 
that structural observation is significant? 

Closing 
Gracious God, we rejoice that You have given us the righteousness of 

Your Son in the Gospel. Assure us of Your abiding presence with us, and 
keep us ever mindful of Your consistent care for us and the mercy You 
hold out to us. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
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ROMANS 
Alive in Christ 

Leaders Notes 
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Preparing to Teach Romans 
In preparation to teach, consult an introduction to the book of Romans 

(such as the one in the Concordia Selfstudy Bible) and the section on 
Romans in the Concordia Self-study Commentary. Another excellent 
resource is Romans: A Commentary by Martin H. Franzmann (CPH). 

Also read the text in a modem translation. The NIV is referred to in the 
lesson comments. 

In the section "Searching the Scriptures," the leader serves as a guide 
using the questions given (or others) to help the class discover what the 
text actually says. This is a major part of teaching, namely, directing the 
learners to discover for themselves. Another major portion of each lesson 
is helping the students by discussion to see the meaning for our times, for 
church and world today, and especially for our own lives. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." 
This teaching approach stifles participation by individual members and 
can actually hamper learning. As a general rule the teacher is not to "give 
interpretation" but to "develop interpreters." Of course there are times 
when the leader should and must share insights and information gained by 
his or her own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader 
guides class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the les- 
son at the close. As a general rule, don't tell the participants what they can 
discover by themselves. 

The general aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, 
not merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but also in Christian 
thinking and living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and 
skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and 
the world of our day. The guiding question will be, What does the Lord 
teach us for life today through the book of Romans? 

Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This attempt would 

lead to undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. 
Spend no more than five minutes with "Theme Verses" and "Goal" and two 
or three minutes with "What's Going On Here?" Allow 20 minutes to apply 
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the lesson ("The Word for Us") and five minutes for "Closing." This sched- 
ule, you will notice, allows only about 30 minutes for working with the text 
("Searching the Scriptures"). 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to "drag" and become 
tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it deeply meaningful. Elimi- 
nate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most mean- 
ingful to the members of the class. If most members study the text at 
home, they can report their findings, and the time gained can be applied to 
relating the lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

The material in this guide is designed to aid Bible study, that is, a con- 
sideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and personal appli- 
cation growing out of the text at hand. The typical lesson is divided into 
these sections: 

1. "Theme Verses" 
2. "Goal" 
3. "What's Going On Here?" 
4. "Searching the Scriptures" 
5. "The Word for Us" 
6. "Closing" 
"Theme Verses" and "Goal" give the leader assistance in arousing the 

interest of the group in the concepts of the lesson. Do not linger too long 
over the introductory remarks. You merely show that the material to be 
studied is meaningful to Christian faith and life today. 

"What's Going On Here?" helps you gain an understanding of the textual 
portion to be considered in the session. Before the text is broken down for 
closer scrutiny, it should be seen in the perspective of a greater whole. At 
this point the class leader takes the participants to a higher elevation to 
show them the general layout of the lesson. The overview gives the group 
an idea where it is going, what individual places are to be visited, and how 
the two are interrelated. 

"Searching the Scriptures" provides the real "spadework" necessary for 
Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
and observes them. Comment from the leader is needed only to the extent 
that it helps the group understand the text. The questions in the study 
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guide are intended to help the learners discover the meaning of the text. 
Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the 

message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, we 
proceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, evaluation, and applica- 
tion. This is done, as the study guide suggests, by taking the truths of 
Romans and applying them to the world and Christianity in general and 
then to personal Christian life. Class time may not permit discussion of all 
questions and topics. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the study guide is not. The 
guide offers only suggestions. The leader should not hesitate to alter the 
guidelines or substitute others to meet his or her needs and the needs of 
the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and your class 
period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. 
For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the learner 
answers. Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. What 
discussion questions will you ask? At what points? Write them in the mar- 
gin of your study guide. Involve class members, but give them clear direc- 
tions. 

Begin the class with prayer, and allow time for a brief time of worship at 
the end of the class session. Suggestions for closing devotions are given in 
the study guide. Remember to pray frequently outside of class for yourself 
and your class. May God the Holy Spirit bless your study and your leading 
of others into the comforting truths of God's Christ-centered Word. 
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Lesson I 
The Power of the Gospel 

The Class Session 
Have volunteers read "Theme Verses," "Goal," and "What's Going On 

Here?" 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. Despite our best efforts to conceal it, human godlessness and wicked- 

ness have been exposed and are subject to the wrath of God. 
2. The essential character of idolatry is to put anyone or anything other 

than God first in our lives. We look to that someone or something else as 
the source of our personal identity, the basis for meaning in our lives, and 
the source of our eternal security. In this section of Romans, this is cap- 
tured in 125: "they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 
and served created things rather than the Creator." The other verses in 
this shorter section are largely commentary on this text. 

3. Finally, when we are persistent and obstinate in our idolatry, God will 
"give us over" (1:24, 26,28) to the consequences of this idolatry. 

4. The sins enumerated in Romans 1:22-32 are a consequence of our 
broken relationship with God. What's more, they in turn have a cumulative 
and enslaving effect, so that sin traps us in a vicious and inescapable cir- 
cle: "Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such 
things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but 
also approve of those who practice them." 

5. In these verses and consistently in St. Paul's letters, the righteousness 
of God refers to the gift that God gives to men and women through the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Indeed, that is the crucial point of the theme verses 
in 1:16-17: "For in the Gospel [literally, in Greek, "in it," pointing back to 
the Gospel of verse 161 a righteousness of God is revealed. . . ." 

6. In 1:17, St. Paul quotes the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk to 
affirm that human beings have the righteousness of God through faith- 
which is itself a consequence of our hearing the Gospel, through which the 
Holy Spirit works (look ahead to Romans 10, especially w. 14-17). 

7. Paul's confidence always was anchored in the power of the Gospel 
itself, which in fact carried with it the very power of God. The word power 
in 1:16 is "dynamic": the Gospel has the power to accomplish its purpose, 
namely, to announce forgiveness and to engender faith in Jesus Christ. 
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The Word for Us 
1. Though he was best known as the apostle to the Gentiles, Paul's 

gospel was for all people, whatever their religious background. This affir- 
mation is rooted in the fact that all human beings relate to God on the basis 
of Jesus Christ, who is the Savior of all people. Naturally, this means that 
our outreach should be as universal as the apostle's. Just as no one is with- 
out sin, it is even more important to emphasize that the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is for everyone. 

2. As the comments about idolatry serve to indicate, the relationship 
with God is always primary. While our idolatry destroys that relationship, 
God restores it through the Gospel. When the relationship to God is 
healthy, we will avoid the kinds of sins Paul describes in Romans 1. Look- 
ing back to the theme verses, we see that because the righteousness of 
God is God's gift in the Gospel that is ours through faith, we are comforted 
with the knowledge that this righteousness is not something we have to 
attain through our own flawed and futile efforts. 

3. God's Law has several uses, but the most important of these is to give 
us a clear and honest picture of ourselves, much like a mirror. That "mir- 
ror" exposes our sin; and when we see that sin, we also realize the need for 
rescue. The Law won't and can't provide the means of this rescue. That's 
where the Gospel comes in. While New Testament letters were not written 
to be outlined in neat convenient patterns, Paul nonetheless consistently 
uses the Gospel as God's answer to the futility exposed by the Law. 

Closing 
Follow the suggestion in the study guide. 

Lesson 2 
Righteousness Apart from Law 

The Class Session 
Have volunteers read "Theme Verses," "Goal," and "What's Going On 

Here?" 

Searching the Scriptures 
1. The warning in 2:l is especially pertinent for certain groups among 
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