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Lesson 1 

G r e e t i n g s  from Paul 
( C o l o s s i a n s  1: 1-2) 

Approaching This Study 
Letters make up about one-third of the New Testament. They are impor- 

tant because they contain teachings of the apostles and their associates. 
The New Testament letters combine information about God and the Chris- 
tian faith with instruction on life and behavior. In addition, they unpack 
some of the early church's problems and demonstrate how those problems 
were met. Take a few minutes to flip through the letters in your Bible- 
Romans through Jude. Which are the most familiar to you? 

A fascinating thing about these New Testament books is that they are 
letters-not narratives, like the Gospels, not histories like the book of 
Acts, but letters-written under inspiration of the Holy Spirit by real peo- 
ple with real needs. It's helpful to keep this in mind as you listen to the 
epistle readings in church and, especially, as you begin this study of Paul's 
letters to the Colossian Christians and to Philemon. As you read, look for 
the personal elements in the letter: clues to the writer's personality and 
style of expression, references to the situation that prompted the letter and 
the way the writer deals with that situation, descriptions of the lives and 
personalities of the recipients, and hints about the relationship between 
the author and the readers. These elements will enrich the letters' message 
to you. 

In Paul's world, letters were vital communication. There were no 
phones, no radios or televisions, no fax machines. The great distances and 
hazardous travel routes made frequent personal visits out of the question. 
So Paul had to rely on personal messengers to carry his written words to 
the far-flung congregations of the eastern Mediterranean. The letters were 
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hand-written-often on papyrus, hand-delivered, and probably read aloud 
to groups of Christians. No doubt there was much eagerness and anticipa- 
tion as listeners waited to hear the contents of the letter. There were prob- 
ably interruptions for questions, discussion, clarification, and repetition of 
key sections. 

A n  Overview 
Unit Reading 

Read the first two verses of Paul's letter to the Colossians. Choose one 
person to read these aloud to the group-preferably from a modem, easy 
to understand Bible translation. If you're doing the reading, try to put as 
much expression and feeling into the letter as you imagine the original 
readers might have done for the eager Colossian Christians. 

The Message in Brief 
In the writing style of the day, Paul begins his letter by naming himself 

as author and identifying his readers. In addition, Paul offers his creden- 
tials as an apostle and sends the Colossians greetings and a blessing. In 
these opening words you can already gather clues about Paul and his writ- 
ing style. What purposes, other than identification, do these opening words 
serve? What is the purpose of the letter opening? 

Working with the Text 
Who Were the Colossians? 

Colosse was a town in Phrygia, part of the Roman province of Asia, 
whose capital was Ephesus. It was situated in the beautiful Lycus River 
Valley and surrounded by mountains. As was the case with most Greek 
cities, Colosse was filled with diverse cultural and religious elements. Idol- 
atry and paganism abounded. This, combined with the provincialism and 
pettiness of a city overshadowed by wealthier and more powerful neigh- 
bors, made it difficult for the Christian minority in Colosse. The temptation 
to stagnate or to compromise their witness to Christ was constant. 

1. To better understand the situation Paul is addressing, a quick dip 
into sections of this and other letters is helpful. What conclusions about 
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the social and cultural life of Colosse can you draw from 35-4:1? 

2. The Christian community in Colosse had been founded by a man 
named Epaphras, himself a Colossian (1:7; 4:12). Note how Paul address- 
es the congregation: he names them saints because the Holy Spirit had 
called them to faith in Jesus, to be a holy people of God. They are "faithful 
brethren" because they believed the Gospel. What spiritual blessings of 
these Christians does Paul mention in 1:12-14 and 2:13-14? How would 
you explain those blessings to someone in your own church? To someone 
who is unfamiliar with Christianity? 

Who Was Paul? 
1. In verse 1 Paul identifies himself as an apostle. What do you know 

about the apostle Paul? Describe him to one another. Once you've gotten 
past his background, concentrate on Paul, the man. What do you think he 
was like? How would you like to have him as your pastor? Your personal 
counselor? Your friend? How much of what you know is based on what 
you've heard from pastors and teachers, or from reading the historical 
accounts of his conversion and missionary journals? How much is based 
on what you've learned from reading his letters? 

Paul had never been to Colosse. Most of the people who heard or read 
this letter had never met him. What difference might this have on Paul's 
writing style and tactics? To the Colossians' reception of the letter? 

2. Paul was born in Tarsus in Asia Minor (Acts 22:3). He was a Jew (2 
Corinthians 11:22), known before his conversion to Christ as Saul (Acts 
13:9). He was of the tribe of Benjamin (Philippians 3:5) and was a com- 
mitted Pharisee. At the same time, he enjoyed the privileged position of 
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Roman citizenship (Acts 16:37ff). Quickly review the account of Paul's 
conversion in Acts 9:l-19. How does this event explain Paul's conviction 
about his "call" in Colossians 1:l and Galatians l:l? 

Paul was imprisoned as a result of his vast and energetic missionary 
efforts. In 4:3, 10, and 18, he mentions his imprisonment. It is believed 
that Paul wrote this letter while in Rome, where he also wrote Ephesians 
and Philemon. If this epistle was indeed written from Rome, it can be 
dated A.D. 62 or 63. Paul had a ready-made opportunity to send the letter 
with Tychicus (who may also have carried the letter to the Ephesians at 
the same time) and Philemon's runaway slave Onesimus, whom Paul was 
sending home (see Lessons 12 and 13 on the letter to Philemon). 

What Prompted the Letter? 
1. The faith of the Colossian Christians was being threatened. Paul's let- 

ter was a response to, and ammunition against, those threats. Read 2:s and 
2:16-23. What false notions does Paul warn against? 

Some of the legalistic regulations were holdovers from Jewish converts 
who claimed that circumcision and dietary rules were necessary to Chris- 
tianity and who insisted that Gentile Christians submit to ceremonial law. 

A philosophy which posed a threat to early Christianity was known as 
Gnosticism. It held that what is spirit is good, while matter is inherently 
evil. If that were true, Christ would never have assumed a human form. To 
the Gnostics, Jesus only seemed to be human. He would not actually have 
taken a real, flesh-and-blood body, because flesh and blood are matter- 
and, as such, evil. And, to be free from such evil themselves, Christians 
must practice rigorous self-denial. 

2. Why are Paul's warnings important? What might be the price of mak- 
ing Gentile Christians follow Old Testament ceremonial laws as a require- 
ment for Christianity? What do 1:15-20 and 2:2-6 say to those who would 
confuse the person and work of Christ? Over and over, Paul had to remind 
Christians that salvation-membership in God's family-was a gift, not 
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something that could be earned by saying the right thing or by keeping cer- 
tain rules and regulations. 

What danger lurks if the Christian church forgets that salvation is a free 
gift from God? 

A Quick Overview of the Letter 
Colossians seems quite naturally to divide into five sections: the greet- 

ing, 1:l-2; the person and work of Christ, 1:3-2:7; the Christologicd and 
practical answer to heresy, 2:8-3:4; encouragement to Christian living, 
35-4:6; personal news and notes, 4:7-18. As you move through this Bible 
study, use the following columns to note relevant thoughts and words 
from Colossians that speak to the church today. 

Location Subject Notes 

1:l-2 Greeting 

1:3-2:7 Christ's person 
and work 

2:8-3:4 Dealing with heresy 

3:5-4:6 Encouragement 
to Christian Living 

4:7-18 Personal Notes 
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Applying the Message 
On the Larger Scene 

1. How are Paul's warnings and affirmations still applicable today? 
Explain. 

2. Is it still necessary to warn against error as strongly as Paul does? 
Why or why not? What should be our approach to those who are teaching 
error? 

On a More Personal Level 
1. If Paul were to write a letter to the Christian church today, what con- 

cerns might he address? What warnings or advice might he offer? For what 
would he praise and offer thanks? 

2. Based on Paul's words in the first chapter of Colossians, how would 
you describe his attitude toward his readers? How might you reflect this 
kind of attitude in your relationship with others? 
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Taking the Lesson Home 
Review 

Read again Paul's greeting to the Christians in Colosse. This time, pause 
at the important words-apostle, faithful, holy (saints), grace, peace. 
Look up each word in a dictionary. Study the definitions carefully. Then 
read Paul's greeting again-slowly. Pause at each of the above words. 
Apply its meaning to yourself, your life. Try rewriting the greeting, captur- 
ing all the beauty and joy, but expressing Paul's thoughts in your own 
words. 

Looking Ahead 
Read the entire letter to the Colossians in one sitting. First put yourself 

in the role of one of the early Christians to whom Paul was writing. Then 
use the chart provided earlier in this lesson to make notes on how sections 
of the letter apply to today's church. Keep the notes handy as you meet and 
talk about Colossians in the coming weeks. 

Working Ahead 
Choose one or more of the following suggestions for further study. 

Make notes about your discoveries and bring these along to class in future 
lessons. 

1. Examine a map of the New Testament world showing locations of 
Rome, where Paul wrote from prison, and Colosse and its surrounding 
towns and cities. 

2. Browse through a dictionary, handbook, or encyclopedia of the Bible 
to learn more about Paul's letters, the congregation in Colosse, Paul's let- 
ter to the Colossians, andor his life as a prisoner in Rome. SAMPLE



PHILEMON 
Take a New Look at Christ 

Leaders Notes 
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Leaders Notes 

Preparing to Teach 
Colossians and Philemon 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class, many eyes see 
many things, and can apply them to many life situations. Leaders should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and thereby take on the role of 
an "authority." This approach stifles participation by individual members 
and can actually hamper learning. As a general rule, the leader is not to 
interpret, but to develop interpreters. Of course there are times when lead- 
ers should and must share insights and information gained by their own 
deeper research. 

The ideal class is one in which the leader guides class members through 
the lesson, engages them in meaningful sharing and discussion at all 
points, and leads them to a summary of the lesson at the conclusion. As a 
general rule, try to avoid telling learners things that they can discover by 
themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to note 
significant points of the lesson. (The Leaders Guide often suggests ways in 
which these tools can be used.) Recast your observations about the lesson, 
or the observations of participants, into questions, problems, or issues. 
This stimulates thought and reflection. Keep discussion to the point. List 
on the chalkboard or newsprint the answers given. Then determine the 
most vital points made in the discussion. Ask additional questions to fill 
obvious gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not 
merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and 
living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and world of 
our day. The guiding question will be, "What does the Lord teach us for life 
today through these letters of Paul?" 
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Teaching the New Testament 
Teaching a New Testament letter that was originally written for and 

read to first-century Christians can become merely ancient history if not 
applied to life in our times. Leaders need to understand the time and cul- 
ture in which the letter was written. They need to understand the historical 
situation of the early church and the social and cultural setting in which 
that church existed. Such background information can clarify the original 
purpose and meaning of the letters and shed light on their meaning for 
Christians today. For this reason, it would be good to consult a number of 
commentaries and Bible reference works in preparation for class. 

Teaching the Bible can easily degenerate into mere moralizing, in which 
do-goodism or rules become substitutes for the Gospel, and sanctification 
is confused with justification. Actually, justified sinners are moved, not by 
law, but by God's grace to a totally new life. Their faith is always at work 
for Christ in every context of life. Meaningful personal Christianity con- 
sists in a loving trust in God that is evidenced in love for others. Having 
experienced God's free grace and forgiveness, Christians daily work in 
their world to reflect the will of God for people in every area of human 
endeavor. 

Christian leaders are Gospel-oriented, not Law-oriented; they distin- 
guish between the two. Both Law and Gospel are necessary. The Gospel 
will mean nothing unless we first have been crushed by the Law and see 
our sinfulness. There is no genuine Christianity if faith is not followed by 
lives pleasing to God. In fact, genuine faith is inseparable from life. The 
Gospel alone gives us the new heart that causes us to love God and our 
neighbor. 

Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This would lead to 

undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Know your class members and 
pace your teaching accordingly. Allot approximately 10 minutes to the 
introduction and two or three minutes for the overview. Take time to 
explore the biblical text paragraph by paragraph, but not verse by verse or 
word by word. Get the sweep and continuity of meaning. Stop occasionally 
to help participants gain understanding of a word or concept. Allow 15-20 
minutes to apply the lesson, and about five minutes for "Taking the Lesson 
Home." This suggested schedule, you will notice, leaves only 30 minutes 
for working with the text. If most members study the text at home (as sug- 
gested at the end of each lesson in the Study Guide), they can report their 
findings, and the time gained can be used to apply the lesson to life. 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
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ease the pace and proceed with more leisure. But do not allow any lesson 
to "drag" and become tiresome. Keep things moving. Keep the class alive. 
Keep the lesson meaningful. 

Good Preparation 
Using Resources 

Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 
faction the class will experience. The student or teacher cannot get the 
background-historical, cultural, and theological-for such books as 
Paul's letters to the Colossians and Philemon by reading only the biblical 
text. Paragraphs, sentences, phrases, individual words and expressions 
can be understood fully only in light of the times and circumstances in 
which the apostle wrote. Thus it is important that both student and class 
leader consult introductory articles in reference works and commentaries. 
Also read the text in a modem translation. The NIV is generally referred to 
in the lesson comments. The NIV shows clear paragraph divisions, the 
structure of the letters, and the original form in which Paul wrote the epis- 
tles. 

Congregations can provide leaders with some essential books by pur- 
chasing them for the church library or for the individual teacher's library. 
The following resources are especially recommended: 

a good, recently revised Bible dictionary or encyclopedia; 
a thorough Bible commentary, such as The People's Bible from Concor- 

dia Publishing House; 
one or more recent translations and paraphrases of Paul's letters: NIV, 

NRSV, Phillips, me Living Bible. 

Personal Preparation 
Good teaching directs the learners to discover for themselves. For the 

leader, this means directing learners, not giving answers. As you prepare, 
mark those sections which suggest an activity most suitable for your class. 
Choose verses that should be looked up in Scripture. Decide which discus- 
sion questions you will ask, and which you will devote most time to. Write 
these in the margins of your Leaders Guide. Highlight the Study Guide 
questions and application activities that you'll emphasize. What practical 
actions could you propose for the week following the lesson? Which sug- 
gestions in the Study Guide do you feel are most appropriate for your 
class? Mark these in your book. 

Plan brief opening and closing devotions. Either use the suggestions 
provided in the Leaders Guide, or make up your own devotions. As much 
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as possible-especially after the first sessions, when participants may still 
feel uncomfortable-involve class members in these devotions. 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? 
An hour? Or 1 1/2 hours? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn to 
become a wise steward of class time. 

Perhaps most important of all, be sure to begin your preparations for 
each session with personal prayer. Ask for God's wisdom, direction, and 
insight so that your mind is freed to focus on the biblical material and what 
it says to your life. When the text becomes clear to you, when Paul's words 
have meaning for your life, you will find it exciting-exhilarating-to help 
your class members discover how these letters speak to them. 

Suggestions for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

This set of 13 lessons is based on significant and timely New Testament 
writing-Paul's letters to the Colossian Christians and to Philemon. The 
Study Guide material is designed to aid Bible study: that is, to a considera- 
tion of the written Word of God, with discussion and personal application 
growing out of the text at hand. 

The typical lesson is divided into five sections: 
1. Approaching This Study 
2. An Overview 
3. Working with the Text 
4. Applying the Message 
5. Taking the Lesson Home 

"Approaching This Study" is meant to arouse the group's interest in the 
content and concepts of the Bible section to be studied. Open-ended ques- 
tions, surveys, or "ranking" exercises are often employed to attract partici- 
pants' interest and whet their curiosity about the lesson material that will 
follow. Do not linger too long on these introductory activities, but do keep 
them in mind for later reference as you plunge into the actual biblical 
material. Their purpose-apart from stimulating interest-is to show that 
Paul's letters are meaningful to the lives of your class members. 

"An Overview" offers a capsule understanding of the textual material 
covered in the session. Before the text is broken down for closer scrutiny, 
it should be seen in context-as part of the whole. At this point, the class 
leader takes the participants to "higher ground" and shows them the gener- 
al layout of the biblical material. The overview gives the group an idea 
where it is going, what individual places are to be visited, and how the two 
are interrelated. 

"Working with the Text" provides the real "spade-work necessary for 
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the Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the 
facts and takes a close look at them. Comments from the leader are neces- 
sary only to the extent that these help the group more clearly understand 
the text. The same is true of looking up any indicated parallel passages. 
The questions in the Study Guide, arranged under topical sub-headings 
related to the Bible content, are intended to help learners discover the 
text's original meaning and impact. 

"Applying the Message." Having determined what the text says, the 
class is ready to discover its message for them, for their lives as Christians. 
This is done, as the Study Guide suggests, by taking the truths from Paul's 
letters and applying them to the world and Christianity in general, and then 
to the participants' personal lives. Class time will probably not permit thor- 
ough discussion of all questions and topics. In preparation, leaders may 
want to select two or three from each category-ones that seem most rele- 
vant to their class members-and focus on these. Be sure to include ques- 
tions from the "On a More Personal Level" category, since they are meant 
to bring God's message to the individual Christian. Close this section by 
reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

"Taking the Lesson Home" supplies stimulated participants with guide- 
lines for enrichment work at home. Suggestions are given for personalized 
review, for preview of the following lesson, and for private study of topics 
related to the lesson. Be sure to give class members who complete some of 
these activities the chance to report on their findings during the next ses- 
sion. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the Study Guide is not. The 
guide offers only suggestions. Don't hesitate to alter the suggestions or to 
substitute other ideas that will better meet your own needs and the needs 
of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your own class and your 
class period. SAMPLE



Lesson 1 
Greetings from Paul (Colossians 1:l-2) 

Lesson Aim 
This introductory lesson opens with a brief exploration of the New Tes- 

tament letters. Why are they important? How and why were they written? 
What format, content, and method of communication did they typically 
employ? As you move through this overview, participants will examine 
their knowledge and understanding of these Bible books. The lesson then 
concentrates on the letter to the Colossian Christians. Participants will 
focus on Paul, the author of Colossians, (What do they really know about 
him? Why was he such a powerful leader in the early Church?) and begin 
to explore the thrust of the letter (What does it reveal about the early 
Christians in Colosse?) and its message for Christians today-specifically, 
its application to their own lives and relationships within the church. 

Lesson Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God's Word, the partic- 

ipants will 
1. examine their knowledge and understanding of the New Testament 

letters; 
2. share discoveries about the apostle Paul and his purpose in writing 

to the Colossian Christians; 
3. describe and react to ways in which God communicates with them- 

through His Word; 
4. begin to assess their own role in sharing God's Word with fellow 

Christians. 

Opening Worship 
If possible, bring to class a list of prayer requests from your church 

newsletter or bulletin. Talk with the group about the people mentioned in 
the list. Invite additional prayer requests from other participants. Then 
spend several minutes in a silent, group prayer for the people named. 

Conclude by praying aloud: 
Almighty and all-loving God and Father, open our eyes and our 

hearts to the message of Your Word. Give us ready minds and a 
spirit of eagerness to explore the ways You speak to us today. Give 
us thankfulness for the wisdom and courage of leaders such as 
Paul, and an understanding that will translate his ancient words 
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into timeless encouragement for our own lives. Most of all, give us 
Your own spirit of love so that all we do is prompted by an outpour- 
ing of the great love You showed us through Jesus. Amen. 

Approaching This Study 
For this and some future lessons, it might be helpful to have on hand 

recent newsletters and information pieces from your congregation, as well 
as letters or periodicals from the church-at-large. These pieces can prompt 
discussion and comparison as you discuss New Testament letters, Paul's 
letter to the Colossians, and written communication in the church today. If 
possible, display these so participants can browse before class and refer to 
them at specific points during the lesson. 

Direct participants to the Study Guide. Read aloud the opening para- 
graph. Then let participants skim through the New Testament letters in 
their Bible and discuss what they know about them. Keep the discussion 
brief. The point of this activity is to assess the group's familiarity with 
these unique books. 

The next paragraphs in the Study Guide describe an important empha- 
sis of this course. All the New Testament epistles can be enriched by an 
awareness that they are letters, and by a careful examination of the per- 
sonal elements inherent in any letter. 

An Overview 
Unit Reading 

Ask for a volunteer to read Paul's greeting aloud while other partici- 
pants follow along in their Bibles. 

The Message in Brief 
You may wish to summarize the verses by noting the key elements in 

Paul's greeting on the chalkboard or a sheet of newsprint: author-Paul 
(an apostle of Jesus) and Timothy; reader or recipient-the Christians at 
Colosse; good wishes or greeting. 

Let participants discuss the purpose of these elements. Beyond the sim- 
ple task of identifying himself and addressing the letter, Paul offers a 
reminder of his authority, as an apostle of Jesus, and he establishes a 
warm, loving tone with his words of blessing. 

Working with the Text 
Either work through these sections with the entire group or divide the 

class into three groups to study and discuss the three headings: Who Were 
the Colossians? Who Was Paul? and What Prompted the Letter? If working 
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in groups, allow about 10 minutes for reading and discussion; then call 
everyone together to share discoveries. 

Who Were the Colossians? 
If possible, refer to a map of the New Testament world to point out the 

cities of Rome (the site of Paul's imprisonment and the probable place 
where Paul wrote the letter) and Colosse (note the nearby city of Eph- 
esus). Additional material about Colosse may be helpful: It had once been 
called a great city, but by Paul's time, Colosse was considered merely a 
"town." Located in what is now Turkey, it was inhabited by Greeks and set- 
tled by several thousand Jews from Mesopotamia and Babylon in the sec- 
ond century. Colosse was famous for its woolen and weaving industry. 
During the reign of Nero (A.D. 44-69), the town was destroyed by an earth- 
quake and never rebuilt. 

1. Paul's comments in 3:5-4:l indicate some of the social and cultural 
pressures felt by the Colossian Christians. They were surrounded by sexu- 
al immorality, greed, idolatry, slander and lies, filthy language, and poor 
models of family and household relationships. In these verses, Paul offers 
encouragement and specific advice for withstanding such pressures. 

2. In 1:12-14 and 2:13-14, Paul reminds the Colossians of their release 
from sin and darkness through Christ, the gift of forgiveness, and their 
place in Christ's kingdom. As participants express these blessings in their 
own words, let them also reflect on how such a reminder can help them 
withstand pressures in their own lives. 

Who Was Paul? 
I. Once participants have fleshed out the basics of Paul's story (his 

background; his conversion; his reputation as a great missionary, church 
leader, and letter-writer), concentrate on personal knowledge of and feel- 
ings about the apostle. Is Paul someone whom participants would like to 
know? One great way to get to know this man is by reading things he 
wrote-in addition to things written about him. Paul's letters-Colossians 
and Philemon among them-contain all sorts of interesting clues about the 
man and his faith. 

The Christians in Colosse had never met Paul. His letter to them had a 
double task: he needed to establish a relationship of trust and love that 
would foster a spirit of openness to and acceptance of the advice he 
offered. Encourage participants to watch how Paul builds that relationship 
in the words he chooses. 

2. Paul's conversion experience left a powerful, permanent impression 
and conviction regarding his new role as an ambassador of Jesus. 

As you discuss Paul's imprisonment, refer again to the map to indicate 
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the cities of Rome (from which Paul most likely wrote the letters to Colos- 
sians, Philemon, and Ephesians) and the cities of Colosse and Ephesus, to 
which Tychicus and Onesimus carried the letters. 

What Prompted the Letter? 
1. Take time to discuss and understand the threats to the Christian com- 

munity that were coming from the Judaizers and the Gnostics. On the one 
hand, the temptation was to earn God's good favor by keeping certain 
aspects of Old Testament ceremonial law. On the other, the Gnostics were 
trying to bring Christianity in line with popular Greek philosophy-a sys- 
tem of ideas that claimed spirit to be good and material things to be evil. 
You might compare these errors mentioned to similar beliefs and practices 
today. 

2. Affirm salvation as a gift-something which was won for us by Jesus' 
death on the cross and is freely offered to them through faith. This is what 
grace is all about. Human nature does not respond well to grace, because it 
seems to go against everything that makes sense. Grace is at the very heart 
of the Christian faith-God, in Christ, loved us so much that He freely 
wipes away everything evil that we've done and offers us eternal member- 
ship in His family. 

A Quick Overview of the Letter 
Call attention to the chart in the Study Guide. This indicates a five-sec- 

tion division of the letter to Colossians. Suggest that participants use the 
chart to record notes and observations about the letter as they read and 
discuss it in future lessons. 

Applying the Message 
On the Larger Scene 

1. Participants may have personal experiences in which they encoun- 
tered teachings or attitudes that seemed to conflict with Christianity. It is 
certain that everyone has experienced the pull of legalism ("I've got to do 
something to: please Godlmake myself a better person/justify the way God 
answered my prayerlmake up for the way I acted last weekletc."). There is 
nothing at all wrong with trying to improve our behavior and attitude; in 
fact, this is something that pleases God. But the motivation must not be an 
effort to win favor; rather, it should flow naturally in response to the 
Gospel. 

2. How do participants feel about the need to speak out against error 
today? There is certainly such a need. Stress the importance of approach- 
ing those who are teaching incorrectly, and of prayerfully utilizing all the 
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wisdom, discernment, and love that God can give us in such matters. 

On a More Personal Level 
1. Encourage frank and open discussion. Stress Paul's overriding pur- 

pose of building up the church in love. 
2. Paul's words indicate a caring, loving relationship. Even though Paul 

had never met many of the Colossian Christians, he respected them and 
wanted to encourage them in their faith. Invite participants to assess their 
own church relationships honestly. God's grace and forgiveness is always 
available for those times when we fail or when our relationships are far 
from perfect. 

Taking the Lesson Home 
Encourage everyone to complete the Review activity, the Looking 

Ahead activity, and one or both of the Working Ahead activities prior to 
the next session. 

Closing Worship 
Conclude with a prayer of thanksgiving and encouragement. Begin by 

mentioning several specific spiritual blessings you have observed in your 
group today: eagerness to learn, willingness to tackle tough questions, love 
for one another or for the church as a larger body. Invite other participants 
to volunteer words of thanks for attitudes or efforts they have seen in the 
congregation or in the group. End the prayer yourself by thanking God for 
the free gift of Jesus and the eternal life He won for everyone. 

Lesson 2 
Thankfulness and Prayer (Colossians 1:3-14) 

Lesson Aim 
In this lesson you will examine Paul's use of prayer to express thanks 

and to ask for blessings; you also will hear Paul's reminder and encourage- 
ment to grow in your own prayer life as the Holy Spirit works through the 
Gospel, using every opportunity to explore and express a spirit of thank- 
fulness. 
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