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Robert G. Hoerber 

Galatians, the first letter of Paul according to the South Galatian theo- 
ry, was addressed to churches that he had founded on his first missionary 
journey (Acts 13-14): Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe. Paul 
composed Galatians apparently prior to the Apostolic Council recorded in 
Acts 16:l-29, since he makes no mention of its decrees, which would 
have substantiated Paul's position concerning the need for circumcision of 
Gentiles. The date of Galatians would be A.D. 49. 

The background of the question Paul faced in Galatians-whether Gen- 
tiles must be circumcised-began when Peter converted a Gentile, Cor- 
nelius, in Caesarea (Acts 10). Luke emphasized the importance of this 
event by repeating the description of the entire incident in the following 
chapter (Acts 11:l-18). Soon more Gentiles turned to the Lord at Anti- 
och in Syria (Acts 11:19-26). The influx of Gentile believers alarmed the 
Jewish Christians at Jerusalem. In his first journey Paul converted a large 
number of Gentiles (Acts 13-14). Some Jewish believers in Jerusalem 
became so concerned that they went to Antioch in Syria after the return of 
Paul and Barnabas and claimed that unless the Gentiles are "circumcised, 
according to the custom taught by Moses," they cannot be saved (Acts 
15:l). 

These Jewish Christians, or others of similar conviction, promoted their 
view in the churches of Galatia, which Paul and Barnabas recently had 
founded. Their claim was two-fold. One point they tried to make was that 
Paul did not give the complete message to the Gentiles. What he said about 
salvation through faith in Jesus, they asserted, is true, but that is not the 
whole story. In addition to faith, circumcision and the keeping of the cere- 
monial law are also required. The other point they attempted to make was 
that Paul did not preach the whole truth because he received his message 
second-hand from the apostles, who had known Jesus in the flesh, and 
therefore he had not comprehended the message completely. In Galatians 
Paul refutes these two charges. 

Already in the salutation (1:l-5) Paul inserts references to the charges 
of his opponents. His apostleship comes from God, not from the apostles 
(v. 1); the risen Jesus Christ is the total essence of the Gospel (v. 4). 

The personal argument-against the charge that he received his mes- 
sage second-hand-Paul discusses first (1:6-2:21). He received his call 
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and authority directly from God, not from the apostles at Jerusalem, where 
he visited for only two weeks three years after he began preaching 
(1:6-24). When he visited Jerusalem again, 14 years after his conversion, 
the leaders of the church at Jerusalem recognized that the message Paul 
preached was the same message they were proclaiming (2:l-10). On one 
occasion, at Antioch in Syria, instead of receiving instruction from Peter, 
Paul was forced to correct Peter's actions publicly (2:ll-14). Paul then 
summarizes the Gospel message (2:15-2 1). 

The doctrinal argument-against the charge that faith alone is insuffi- 
cient and must be augmented by circumcision and the keeping of the Old 
Testament ceremonial law-Paul discusses next (3:l-4:31). Paul cites 
three witnesses to the distinctive and separate function of the Law and the 
Gospel: (1) the experience of the Galatians themselves (3:l-5); (2) the 
witness of the Old Testament concerning Abraham (3:6-9); and (3) the 
witness of the Old Testament Law itself, which brings curses (3:lO-14). 
Paul then expands on the relationship between the Law and God's 
promise: (1) the Law did not cancel the promise (3:15-18); (2) the pur- 
pose of the Law is to convict us of sin (3:19-22); and (3) God's promise 
leads us to Christ (3:23-29). There are, furthermore, three examples to 
show that salvation comes from God's grace: (1) Israel under the Law is 
like a minor heir, a child without liberty, but freedom comes through 
Christ (4:l-11); (2) the Galatians in their initial reaction to the Gospel 
(4:12-20); and (3) the sons of Abraham-one born to slavery and the 
other to freedom as a result of God's promise (4:2131). 

Paul then presents practical applications of Christian freedom under 
the Gospel (5:l-6:lO). The meaning of freedom under the Gospel is liber- 
ty, not license (51-26). Paul gives some concrete examples of Christian 
freedom (6:l-10). 

Paul's conclusion (6:ll-18) emphasizes the importance of the subject 
matter and the selfish motives of his opponents. 
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Part I 

Pad's Right and Reason to Speak 
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Lesson 1 

Lis ten  to Me! 
(Galat ians  1:l-10) 

Theme Verse 
"Paul, an apostle-sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ 

and God the Father" (Galatians 1:l). 

G o a l  
In this session we will first study Paul's greeting to the churches in Gala- 

tia. Then, we will discover the purpose for his letter. Finally, with the pur- 
pose for the letter in mind, we will explore parallel situations that exist 
today and apply Paul's strong words to those situations. 

What's  G o i n g  O n  Here 
It is immediately clear that Galatians is a letter. Addressed from Paul 

to congregations in Galatia, it carries a heartfelt message. But this is no 
romantic love letter from a longing suitor, but a passionate/compassionate 
letter from a pastor to his troubled people. 

Though Galatians deals with the same theme as Romans (the relation- 
ship of the Law to the Gospel), this letter seems to be as much from Paul's 
heart as Romans is from his mind. 

As you read the letter you will see Paul as a loving spiritual leader, sick 
at heart that the people he nurtured in the faith have gone astray, angered 
at those who torment them with untruths and lie about him, frustrated that 
his spiritual children cannot seem to cling to the Good News of salvation in 
Jesus Christ alone. 

The Gospel shines brilliantly like a jewel in this letter, often called the 
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magna carta of the Christian faith. Through it the Holy Spirit calls the 
Galatians and us back to Christ as the center of our faith. 

Searching the Scriptures 
The Greeting (Galatians 1:l-5) 

Read Galatians 1:l-5. 
1. Who does Paul claim to be? 

2. From whom has Paul received his authority? See also Galatians 
1:ll-12; Acts 26:15-18; and 1 Corinthians 9:l; 16:8. 

3. Why do you suppose it was important for Paul to establish his author- 
ity? 

4. What does "to the churches in Galatia" imply about the way in which 
the letter will be shared? 

5. Who are the Galatians? Theologians propose two main theories con- 
cerning the people to whom Paul is writing. 

The North Galatian Theory. This theory suggests that the letter was 
addressed to the churches located in north-central Asia Minor (Pessinus, 
Ancrya, and Tavium), where the Gauls had settled when they invaded the 
area during the third century B.C. Some scholars believe that Paul visited 
this area on his second missionary journey, though Acts contains no refer- 
ence to such a visit. 

The South Galatian Theory. According to this theory, Galatians was 
written to churches in the southern area of the Roman province of Galatia 
(Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe) that Paul had founded on his first 
missionary journey. Some believe that Galatians was written from Antioch 
in A.D. 48-49 after Paul's first missionary journey and before the 
Jerusalem council meeting (Acts 15). Other scholars believe that Gala- 
tians was written in Antioch or Corinth between A.D. 51 and 53. 
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Why is it important to know about the audience to whom a book of the 
Bible was written? 

6. Paul summarizes clearly the Gospel in Galatians 1:3-5. After reread- 
ing these verses, write in your own words an answer to the question, "What 
is the Gospel?" See also Romans 1:16-17 and Colossians 1:21-23. 

7. What does Paul's positioning this Gospel proclamation at the begin- 
ning of the letter tell you about its importance to him? 

The Purpose of the Letter (Galatians 1:6-10) 
Read Galatians 1:6-10. 
1. Describe in your own words the purpose Paul gives for writing his let- 

ter to the Galatians. 

2. Paul summarizes the Gospel in Galatians 1:3-5. What might be the 
"different gospel" Paul accuses the people of turning to? See also 1 Timo- 
thy 6:3; 2 Corinthians 11:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:l-2. 

3. Judaizers were Jewish Christians, who believed that the ceremonial 
laws of the Old Testament were still binding on the New Testament 
church. Following Paul's successful missionary work in Galatia, the 
Judaizers insisted that the Gentile converts to Christianity follow certain 
Old Testament rites, including circumcision. The Judaizers argued that 
Paul was not an authentic apostle and that out of a desire to make Chris- 
tianity more appealing to Gentiles, Paul had removed from the Gospel nec- 
essary and binding legal requirements. 

SAMPLE



Of what does Paul accuse the Judaizers in Galatians 1:7? 

4. How do the "do this" and "don't do this" teachings of the Judaizers 
threaten the Gospel proclaimed to the Galatians? Review Galatians 1:3-5 
and read Romans 2:s-9. 

5.  What or who might Paul have had in mind when he refers to an angel 
from heaven? See also Acts 23:9 and 2 Corinthians 11:14. 

6. How does Paul defend the Gospel threatened by the Judaizers? What 
do the strong words and tone in which they are written tell us about Paul's 
concern for this problem? 

7. What accusation had the Judaizers apparently made against Paul? See 
Galatians 1:lO. 

The W o r d  for Us  
1. Throughout its history the Christian church has struggled to preserve 

the Gospel. The Gospel has been threatened by false teachings within and 
outside the church. Today, many people have deserted the Gospel and 
have turned to a different gospel. 

Consider the following statements. What "different gospel" is promoted 
in each? How could turning to this different gospel throw people into con- 
fusion and pervert and threaten the Gospel? 

a. "I try hard to be a good Christian, but I am never sure I have done 
enough to earn God's love." 
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b. "Sure, Jesus died for my sins, but I still have to love Him and others 
with my whole heart in order to receive His forgiveness and go to heaven." 

c. "Jesus only loves me when I'm good." 

d. "She was such a good person. I know she went to heaven." 

e. "I go to church regularly. I try to go to Bible study. I pray often. I give 
my fair share in the offering plate. I try to help others in need. God should 
love me." 

f. "Forgiven? I can never be sure all of my sins are forgiven." 

2. Many churches struggle to keep high approval ratings. In order to 
remain attractive, they teach what people want to hear, rather than what 
God's Word says. Although God's Word speaks against 

a, murder; some churches approve of abortion and euthanasia. 
b. homosexuality; some churches approve of homosexuality, homosex- 

ual marriages, and even welcome homosexuals into the ministry. 
c. good works to earn forgiveness; many churches promote the necessi- 

ty of good works to earn salvation. 
d. sin; some churches approve of "alternative lifestyles" and a "person's 

right to choice." 
How might you use Paul's words in Galatians 1:6-10 to confront these 

issues? 
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3. How can or should we respond to teachings that "pervert the 
Gospel"? 

4. By what or whose authority do we speak out against teachings con- 
trary to the Word of God? See 2 Timothy 1:13-14. 

Closing 
Pray together the following stanzas of "Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your 

Word. 

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to nought dl He has done. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise triumphantly. 

0 Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 
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Preparing to Teach Galatians 
In preparation to teach, consult the introduction to the book of Gala- 

tians in the Concordia Self-study Bible, and if possible, read the Concor- 
dia Self-study Commentary (CPH, 1979). 

Also read the text in a modern translation. The NIV is generally referred 
to in the lesson comments. 

In the section "Searching the Scriptures" the leader guides discussion, 
using the questions given (or others) to help the class discover what the 
text actually says. This is a major part of teaching, namely, directing the 
learners to discover for themselves. 

Another major portion of each lesson is "The Word for Us." This section 
helps participants, through discussion, to see the meaning of the text for 
our times, for church and world today, and especially for our own lives. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the 

guidance of a leader or facilitator. The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. 
No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class many eyes see 
many things and can apply them to many life situations. The leader should 
resist the temptation to "give the answers" and so act as an "authority." 
This teaching approach stifles participation by individual members and 
can actually hamper learning. As a general rule the teacher is not to "give 
interpretation" but to "develop interpreters." Of course there are times 
when the leader should and must share insights and information gained by 
his or her own deeper research. The ideal class is one in which the leader 
guides class members through the lesson and engages them in meaningful 
sharing and discussion at all points, leading the~n to a summary of the les- 
son at the close. As a general rule, don't explain what the learners can dis- 
cover by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to 
emphasize significant points of the lesson. Put your inquiries or the 
inquiries of participants into questions, problems, or issues. This provokes 
thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard or newsprint 
the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the dis- 
cussion. Ask additional questions to fill apparent gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually, not 
merely in biblical and theological knowledge, but in Christian thinking and 
living. This means growth in Christian attitudes, insights, and skills for 
Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and the world 
of our day. The guiding question will be, "What does the Lord teach us for 
life today through the book of Galatians?" 
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Pace Your Teaching 
Do not try to cover every question in each lesson. This will lead to 

undue haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. Spend no 
more than five to 10 minutes with "Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's 
Going On Here." Take time to go into the text by topic, but not word by 
word. Get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the class gain 
understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately 10 to 15 minutes 
for "The Word for Us." Spending approximately five minutes for "Closing" 
and announcements, you will notice, allows you only approximately 30 
minutes for "Searching the Scriptures." 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can 
take it more leisurely. But do not allow any lesson to "drag" and become 
tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it meaningful. Eliminate 
some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful to 
the members of the class. If most members study the text at home, they 
can report their findings, and the time gained can be applied to relating the 
lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by the leader usually affects the pleasure and satis- 

faction the class will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 
The Lesson Pattern 

This set of 13 lessons is based on a significant and timely New Testa- 
ment book-Galatians. The material is designed to aid Bible study, that is, 
to aid a consideration of the written Word of God, with discussion and per- 
sonal application growing out of the text at hand. 

The typical lesson is divided into five sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Goal 
3. What's Going On Here 
4. Searching the Scriptures 
5.  The Word for Us 
6. Closing 
'Theme Verse," "Goal," and "What's Going On Here" give the leader 

assistance in arousing the interest of the group in the concepts of the chap- 
ter. Current events and conditions are cited to "warm up" the class and 
convince its members that the Word of God spoken through Galatians is 
relevant to their present situation. Here the leader stimulates minds. Do 
not linger too long over the introductory remarks. You merely show that 
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the verses to be studied are meaningful to Christian faith and life today. 
"Searching the Scriptures" provides the real "spade work" necessary for 

Bible study. Here the class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts 
and observes them. Comment from the leader is needed only to the extent 
that it helps the group understand the text. The same is true of looking up 
the indicated parallel passages. The questions in the Study Guide, arranged 
under subheadings and corresponding to sections within the text, are 
intended to help the participants discover the meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the 
message. Having heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, pro- 
ceed to digest it inwardly through discussion, evaluation, and application. 
This is done, as the Study Guide suggests, by taking the truths found in 
Galatians and applying them to the world and Christianity, in general, and 
then to personal Christian life. Class time may not pennit discussion of all 
questions and topics. In preparation the leader may need to select two or 
three and focus on them. These questions bring God's message to the indi- 
vidual Christian. Close the session by reviewing one important truth from 
the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred, but the Study Guide is not. The 
guide offers only suggestions. The leader should not hesitate to alter the 
guidelines or substitute others to meet his or her needs and the needs of 
the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and your class 
period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. 
For the teacher this means directing the learner, not giving the learner 
answers. As you prepare, mark those sections that suggest a class activity. 
Choose the verses that should be looked up in Scripture. What discussion 
questions will you ask? at what points? Write them in the margin of your 
study book. Involve class members, but give them clear directions. What 
practical actions will you propose for the week following the lesson? A trip 
to the slums? Interviewing a poor family? Talking about injustice to a 
county or city administrator? Which of the items do you consider most 
important for your class? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have 45 minutes? 
an hour? or 1 112 hours? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn to 
become a wise steward of class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member 
do it. Plan brief opening and closing devotions using members of the class. 
Suggestions are provided in this Leaders Guide. 
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Part I 

Paul's Right and Reason to Speak 

Lesson I 
Listen to Me! (Galatians 1:l-10) 

Before the Session 
Be sure you take the time to read through the book of Galatians and, if 

possible, the book of Romans. You might complete your preparation by 
reading a commentary on these books as well. You do not need to "know 
all the answers," but the class will look to you as resource person for the 
discussions. 

Getting Started 
Be sure the participants know each other. It would be a good idea to 

give them some time to talk to each other and tell something about them- 
selves. This need not be threatening-keep it informal. You might allow 
some time for members of the class to talk to each other in pairs, and then 
ask them to introduce their partner to the class. In any case, you will want 
to create an atmosphere that allows the participants to feel free to join in 
the discussions and take the risk of bringing their questions and comments 
before the group. 

The Class Session 
After an opening prayer and a brief check to see that everyone has a 

Bible, ask a member of the class to read aloud the "Goal" and "What's 
Going On Heren in the Study Guide. Ask for questions or comments. You 
might want to supplement the information in the Study Guide with some or 
all of the following information: 

Paul apparently wrote this letter about the year A.D. 48 or early 49, after 
his first missionary journey and before the letter to the Romans. He wrote 
to deal with the problem of the Judaizers-those who sought to make the 
people in these new congregations accept and obey the Old Testament 
Law, especially circumcision, claiming these were evidence of real faith. 
The same problem is dealt with in Ephesians, but Paul's argument is 

SAMPLE



developed most fully in the book of Romans, As a result, many of the sup- 
plemental references for this study will be from Romans. 

If time permits locate the province of Galatia on a Bible map and per- 
haps trace Paul's missionary journey to the cities in Galatia. 

Searching the Scriptures 
Read aloud or have volunteers read aloud the suggested portions of 

Scripture before discussing the questions. You may wish to have partici- 
pants discuss the questions in small groups, if your class is large. Or if time 
is limited, consider dividing the class into two groups; one group would 
answer the questions in the Greeting section and the other in the Purpose 
section. If you divide your class into small groups, allow time for groups to 
share the answers to the questions with the entire class. 

The Greeting (Gal. 1: 1-5) 
1. Paul claims to be an apostle sent by Jesus Christ and God the Father. 
2. Paul received his authority by revelation from Jesus Christ and not 

from men. 
3. Paul needed to establish his authority because the troublemakers in 

Galatia had questioned and challenged his apostolic authority. 
4. The letter is written to the congregations in Galatia. Since there are a 

number of congregations in Galatia, the letter will probably be passed 
from one congregation to another. This type of letter is known as a circular 
letter. 

5. Read aloud or have a volunteer read aloud the explanation of both the 
North and South Galatian theories. It is important to know the audience of 
a book of the Bible because it gives the reader context clues that are help- 
ful when trying to understand the book. Also, the audience and the issue to 
which an author writes help us to apply the message to our own lives. 

6. Jesus Christ gave Himself unto death on a cross to rescue us from our 
sins. Because of Jesus' action on our behalf we receive forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life through faith. 

7. Paul defining the Gospel at the beginning of his letter indicates its 
importance to him and its importance to the message he plans to share. 

The Purpose of the Letter (Gal. 1:6-10) 
1. Paul writes his letter to the Christians in Galatia because they "are so 

quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different Gospel-which is really no Gospel at all" (Gal. 
1:6-7). 

2. Without further information, participants can only speculate the 
meaning of "different gospel." After reading the additional Scripture refer- 
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ences, participants may conclude that the "different gospel" is the Law or 
any teaching that is contrary to Scripture. 

3. Paul accuses the Judaizers of throwing the Galatians into confusion 
and perverting the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

4. Christ alone rescued us from our sin and restored the relationship 
between God and His created people. The Law condemns. When someone 
teaches that you must do something or not do something in order to 
receive God's forgiveness and earn salvation, they pervert the Gospel- 
God's grace alone through faith alone in Christ Jesus saves. 

5. Paul insists that if an angel from heaven preaches a Gospel different 
than the one he preached "let him [the angel] be eternally condemned." 
Paul accuses Satan of masquerading as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). 

6. Paul uses strong language to show his concern for the Galatians and 
disgust for the Judaizers. Paul fears the Galatian Christians will abandon 
saving faith. 

7. The Judaizers probably accused Paul of teaching an "easy" Gospel 
that had no rules, in order to win the approval of people. 

The Word for Us 
Discuss one or more of the questions in this section. If your class is 

large, more than five members, you may wish to form small groups of three 
to five participants to discuss the questions. 

1. Answer may vary. Some possible responses might be as follows: (a) 
We can do nothing to earn God's love. The belief that we must do some- 
thing in order to earn God's love can only lead us to despair. We can never 
be sure that we have done enough. @) We receive God's gifts of forgive- 
ness of sins and eternal life through faith alone in Jesus. (c) Jesus always 
loves us. Jesus loved us so much that while we were still sinners He went 
to the cross for the evil we do. (d) Our goodness before God does not 
depend upon our merits, but on Christ's merit. (e) We go to church, attend 
Bible study, pray, etc. in response to God's love for us in Christ Jesus, not 
to earn God's love. (f) "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 
1:9 emphasis added). " . . the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all 
sin" (1 John 1:7b). All of the statements will ultimately cause a person to 
feel self righteous, secure in his or her sin, or lead a person to despair 
because of the hopelessness of trying to earn God's love and forgiveness. 

2. Paul would confront each of these issues strongly because each is 
contrary to God's Word. Any teaching contrary to the Word of God has the 
potential of leading people away from God and ultimately destroying their 
faith. 
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3. Motivated by God's love for us in Jesus, we speak out against teach- 
ings that our contrary to the Word of God. "But in your hearts set apart 
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect . . ." (1 Peter 3:15). 
4. We speak out against false teachings with the authority of Scripture 

and the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 

Closing 
Sing or pray together stanzas 1-3 of "Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your 

Word." Ask participants for prayer concerns or requests. Pray or have a 
volunteer pray for those things identified by the participants. 

Lesson 2 
How Could This Happen? (Galatians 1: 11-2: 14) 

Before the Session 
Take time to read Gal. 1:ll-2:14. Then read and summarize the events 

in Acts 15:l-31. Acts 15 presents a clear account of the resolution to a 
problem similar to the one Paul confronts in Galatians. You might also 
want to read 2 Corinthians 11-12 for additional background infonna- 
tion. 

Getting Started 
As the participants arrive, ask each to select a partner. Have partici- 

pants tell their partners (with conviction) one thing at which they are very 
good, why they are good at it, and how they became better than anyone 
else. After everyone has shared, discuss the following questions. "Why 
might it be hard for some of us to tell others our strengths? Is it wrong to 
talk about our strengths? How does it make you feel to boast about your- 
self?" 

The Class Session 
Begin with prayer. Ask someone to read the "Goal" and "What's Going 

On Here" sections in the Study Guide. Read the passages cited. 
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