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To the Director

This student folder contains nine study leaflets and the enrichment magazine. Remove the center staple and distribute the leaflets 

as indicated in the leaders guide. This magazine should be distributed at the first session for use throughout the course.
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1 and 2 Chronicles

Sometimes, tasks can be hard to accomplish. 

Some things in life can be very difficult for 

us to get through. Even though we know an 

activity may be good for us, we will put it off 

as long as possible before we finally wade our 

way through it. You might feel that way as you 

read through 1 and 2 Chronicles. Such a feeling 

would not be hard to understand. These two 

books are some of the longest in the Bible, 

and there is an extended genealogy in the  first 

nine chapters of 1  Chronicles. This is followed  

by narratives full of statistics, 

temple and religious reform, 

and names and places that 

are not part of our everyday 

vocabulary. These can be difficult 

books to study.

Quickly Overwhelmed

Most of us haven’t heard 

too many sermons from 1  and 

2 Chronicles, and this is probably 

your first Bible study on these 

books. It is also safe to assume that 

growing up, you did not attend very many Sunday 

School classes or Vacation Bible School events 

where 1 and 2 Chronicles were the main focus of 

attention. After two or three weeks of this study, 

you might feel as though you’ve had enough, 

saying “Thank you very much, but I quit!”

And isn’t this how life goes sometimes? We 

find ourselves in a challenging job or a difficult 

relationship, and we feel overwhelmed. Soon, we 

set up camp by the trail and sit down to moan 

and groan about how worthless the whole thing 

seems to be. On the outside, we may keep up 

our normal routine; but on the inside, 

all we want to do is give up. 

Then we settle for sameness, 

safety, and the status quo. 

Comfort, complacency, and 

convenience become our watchwords. 

Before we know it, we are stuck in a 

tight radius of don’ts, won’ts, can’ts, 

and quits.

When we feel discouraged, we 

need someone to direct us away from 

our present pain and help us see our 
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future deliverance. Thankfully, we have this kind of assistance in studying these books of 

Scripture! Fast forwarding to the end of 1 and 2 Chronicles, we encounter these words:

Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms 

of the earth, and He has charged me to build Him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

Whoever is among you of all His people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go 

up.” (2 Chronicles 36:23)

After the devastation and destruction, the death and mourning, the crying and pain 

written on every page in 1 and 2 Chronicles, there will be a new temple, built in Jerusalem, 

for God’s people. A new day will dawn!

A Good End for Us

Not only does the Book of 2 Chronicles have a blessed end, but we know that we will 

as well. God’s final Word for us is also a rebuilt temple. Jesus Christ, God’s temple in 

human flesh (John 2:19–21), was crushed on Good Friday but raised on Easter morning. 

In Christ, we walk in newness of life—where darkness is scattered, gloom is gone, and the 

night of terror and dread is banished.

But there is more. When Christ returns, He will be our new temple 

in the New Jerusalem (as we read in Revelation 21:22), restoring 

everything we have lost. All our years of pain will be erased, every tear of 

disappointment will be wiped away, and the symphonies we missed and 

sunsets we didn’t see will be beautifully played over again and again!

The child lost to disease will rush to greet you. The health that eluded you in the 

winter of your life will return a thousandfold. The friends and family members who died 

in the faith will sit next to you, singing in the heavenly choir, forever!

All of this will be ours on the day our Lord comes back, and so much more, because 

when Jesus began His journey, He continued steadfast all the way to the end. Our Savior 

finished, in spite of His disciple’s kiss of betrayal, His friends running for cover, and His 

countrymen clamoring for His death.
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We can recall that day at Golgotha. The sky is dark. Two criminals 

are slowly dying, one on His right and one on His left. Jesus is in the 

middle, taking a deep breath and speaking His last words. John records Him declaring, 

“It is finished” (John 19:30). Was this a cry of defeat? By no means! Had it not been 

for the nails, I dare say that Christ’s triumphant fist would have lifted toward the sky. 

And it is because Jesus rose on the third day that we know He is triumphant and that 

He will return.

Studying with Joy

Yes, there are certainly tasks in life that can seem arduous. Sometimes, we begin a task, 

thinking it will be satisfying—only to find it to be rather burdensome. When we are paralyzed by 

discouragement, feel as though we are lost, and yearn with every bone in our body to quit, we can 

always know that Jesus finds us, picks us up, and carries us close to His heart forever.

Chronicles includes unique stories and emphases that make it a welcome and often fascinating 

portion of Holy Scripture. So though at times you may feel bogged down, know that you may 

continue studying 1 and 2 Chronicles with great joy. You may do so because you know the end of 

the story. God was merciful; He preserved and delivered His people. The temple was rebuilt. And 

knowing this makes all the difference in the world!
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1 and 2 Chronicles

The individual deaths of thirty-one people, including Saul, Nadab 

and Abihu, and Jeroboam, are reported in 1 and 2 Chronicles. Some of 

these deaths were sudden and violent (e.g., Josiah), while others came 

at the end of a lengthy illness (e.g., Asa). The most famous gradual 

death in these books is recorded in 2  Chronicles 26:21, where King 

Uzziah, who had leprosy, was placed in a separate house and excluded 

from the Lord’s temple. His son Jotham had charge of the palace and 

governed the people while his father died all alone. Certainly, that 

could not have been an easy time for either of them.

When considering the situation with Uzziah and Jotham, we may 

well wonder how we should respond when a loved one faces a slow, 

agonizing death. It is helpful to categorize this suffering and death into 

three stages: (1) before our loved one’s health deteriorates, (2) when 

death is imminent, and (3) after the death of our loved one.
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1 and 2 Chronicles

Stage One

Before Our Loved One’s Health Deteriorates. Not long after 

someone is first diagnosed with a terminal illness, medical, 

spiritual, emotional, and relational issues become a tangled 

knot that is difficult to untie. God’s moral will is objective, 

complete, and adequate, as revealed in His Word. Yet, the Bible 

does not tell us the precise answer to every situation. What it 

does tell us is to acquire wisdom and apply it to decisions. As a 

Christian committed to doing God’s will, you can be assured 

that He is at work in every decision you make. (We read this, 

for instance, in Romans 8:28: “And we know that for those who 

love God all things work together for good, for those who are 

called according to His purpose.”) This means that when you 

make the best decision possible, you can trust Him to work out 

the results for your family’s good and His glory.

It is important to structure all decisions in such a way that 

there is a shared conversation between the patient’s doctors, 

caregivers, family, and pastor. To help you reach faithful 

decisions for your loved one, God has placed you into the 

fellowship of the baptized so that you may seek the counsel of 

mature believers. Consider Proverbs 15:22: “Without counsel 

plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed.”

Decisions regarding the care of the terminally ill are often 

fraught with emotion. To urge that we “not be emotional” when 

it comes to such situations is to oversimplify the problem. It’s 

not that we should be without emotion, but rather that we 

will not want to allow our emotions to run roughshod over 

our decision-making process. The goal is not to squelch our 

feelings but to understand them.

The problem, of course, is that our emotions can so 

easily be fooled. Solomon spoke to those who were quick to 

react to their emotions: “Whoever is slow to anger has great 

understanding, but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly” 

(Proverbs 14:29). The Bible offers no assurance that we will 

feel good (or to use the catch-phrase, “be at peace”) with every 

decision we make.

There are numerous decisions you will need to make during 

this stage, but perhaps the most important of those is to be 

fully present with your loved one. The most anguished cry 

from Jesus came not from the thorns, the whip, or the nails. 

His most painful moment came when He was abandoned by 

His Father. If the sting of death is sin, then the sting of dying 

is dying alone. A huge concern of many terminally ill patients 

is how not to die alone. And so your most profound response 

to suffering is not in doing, but in being with your loved one.

Although your loved one is still alert, some spiritual truths 

need to be faced. Affirm the fact that, due to sin, suffering 

and death are intrinsic to life and are therefore inescapable. 

Although Christians cherish life—preserve, nurture, and fight 

for it—suffering is not ours to master, and death is still the 

final enemy. Bathe all of these conversations in the good news 

of Jesus’ love and victory over death. Assure your loved one of 

the great Gospel promises that salvation is by grace, through 

faith, and not by our own works. Read Revelation 21–22 as a 

way to bring assurance of the free gift of eternal life that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Stage Two

When Death Is Imminent. Some patients are conscious at the 

time of death, but the burden of disease, end-stage congestive 

heart failure, dementia, or cancer often causes people to be less 

aware at that time. Ecclesiastes 8:8a states, “No man has power 

to retain the spirit, or power over the day of death.” You and 

your loved one are now at this point.

However, it is important at this point to understand that 

being pro-life does not mean avoiding death at all costs. There 

is nothing in the Bible that binds Christians to pursue futile 

and excessively burdensome medical treatment. And yet, if the 

treatment itself carries no excessive burden and if it will benefit 

the life the patient has, we may choose it.

The patient will require much support at the time of 

death. Telling a loved one that it is all right for him to die is 

appropriate. Repeating this affirmation many times may be 

necessary, as some patients are afraid to die lest they disappoint 

someone close to them. They may need to be told to relax and 

stop struggling; then they can rest and commit themselves to 

the Lord. Suffering and death are real but not ultimate. They 

do not speak the last word about the human condition. We 

may always remember that Jesus has the last word: “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he 

die, yet shall he live” (John 11:25).

Stage Three

After the Death of Our Loved One. “The Lord gave, and the 

Lord has taken away” (Job 1:21). Although God did not create 

us to die, but to live forever in His joyful presence, death is a 

horrible reality since the fall. It is the enemy we all face at the 

end of our lives. Death is the awful curse that fell on creation 

through the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. We 

cannot gain the victory over death on our own. We need Jesus.

And Jesus assures us that death for the baptized is not 

extinction, nor is it annihilation. He has conquered death 

and the grave. Commit your loved one in the sure and certain 

hope of the resurrection from the dead and a happy reunion in 

heaven.

For the Christian, death is life’s greatest paradox. On the 

one hand, there is the pain, suffering, and sorrow due to the 

separation from a loved one. On the other hand, death is a 

time of thanksgiving for the saint who has gone to be with the 

Lord. Since there is joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, 

what a time of celebration there must be when one saint “goes 

marching in!”
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