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This portrait of King Solomon (ca. 
1525) is by an anonymous master. 
He depicted the king with his right 
hand pointing at the Scripture and 
his left hand gripping a scepter. In 
the background appears Jerusalem 
and perhaps the temple, which 
Solomon built. To be a godly ruler 
for the sake of God’s house and the 
house of Judah, Solomon needed 
God’s wisdom. Just as Solomon 
prayed to the Lord for wisdom to 
rule and serve, so we learn from the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel and 
Judah to call to the Lord for His wise 
counsel. (Collection of the Museo 
del Prado, Madrid.)
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Introduction

Welcome to LifeLight
A special pleasure is in store for you. You will be in-
strumental in leading your brothers and sisters in Christ 
closer to Him who is our life and light (John 1:4). You 
will have the pleasure of seeing fellow Christians dis-
cover new insights and rediscover old ones as they open 
the Scriptures and dig deep into them, perhaps deeper 
than they have ever dug before. More than that, you will 
have the pleasure of sharing in this wonderful study.

LifeLight—An In-depth Study
LifeLight is a series of in-depth Bible studies. The goal of 
LifeLight is that through a regular program of in-depth 
personal and group study of Scripture, more and more 
Christian adults may grow in their personal faith in Je-
sus Christ, enjoy fellowship with the members of His 
body, and reach out in love to others in witness and 
service.

In-depth means that this Bible study includes the fol-
lowing four components: individual daily home study; 
discussion in a small group; a lecture presentation on 
the Scripture portion under study; and an enhancement 
of the week’s material (through reading the enrichment 
magazine).

LifeLight Participants
LifeLight participants are adults who desire a deeper 
study of the Scriptures than is available in the typical 
Sunday morning adult Bible class. (Mid-to-older teens 
might also be LifeLight participants.) While LifeLight 
does not assume an existing knowledge of the Bible 
or special experience or skills in Bible study, it does as-
sume a level of commitment that will bring participants 
to each of the nine weekly assemblies having read the 
assigned readings and attempted to answer the study 
questions. Daily reading and study will require from 15 
to 30 minutes for the five days preceding the LifeLight 
assembly. The day following the assembly will be spent 
reviewing the previous week’s study by going over the 
completed study leaflet and the enrichment magazine.

LifeLight Leadership
While the in-depth process used by LifeLight begins 
with individual study and cannot achieve its aims with-
out this individual effort, it cannot be completed by in-
dividual study alone. Therefore, trained leaders are nec-
essary. You fill one or perhaps more of the important 
roles described below.

The Director
This person oversees the LifeLight program in a local 
center (which may be a congregation or a center operat-
ed by several neighboring congregations). The director

•  serves as the parish LifeLight overall coordinator and 
leader;

•  coordinates the scheduling of the LifeLight program;

•  orders materials;

•  convenes LifeLight leadership-team meetings;

•  develops publicity materials;

•  recruits participants;

•  maintains records and budgeting;

•  assigns, with the leadership-team, participants to 
small discussion groups;

•  makes arrangements for facilities;

•  communicates outreach opportunities to small-
group leaders and to congregational boards;

•  follows up on participants who leave the program.

The Assistant Director (optional)

This person may assist the director. Duties listed for the 
director may be assigned to the assistant director as mu-
tually agreeable.

The Lecture Leader
This person prepares and delivers the lecture at the 
weekly assembly. (Lesson material for the lecture lead-
er begins on p. 00.) The lecture leader

•  prepares and presents the Bible study lecture to the 
large group;

Leaders Guide
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•  prepares worship activities (devotional thought, 
hymn, prayer), using resources in the study leaflet and 
leaders guide and possibly other, outside sources;

•  helps the small-group discussion leaders to grow in 
understanding the content of the lessons;

•  encourages prayer at weekly leadership-team and 
discussion leaders meetings.

The Small-Group Coordinator (optional; the 
director may fill this role)

This person supervises and coordinates the work of the 
small-group discussion leaders. The small-group coor-
dinator

•  recruits with the leadership-team the small-group 
discussion leaders;

•  trains or arranges for training of the discussion lead-
ers;

•  assists the director and discussion leaders in follow-
up and outreach;

•  encourages the discussion leaders to contact absent 
group members;

•  participates in the weekly leadership-team and 
discussion-leaders equipping meetings;

•  provides ongoing training and support as needed.

The Small-Group Discussion Leaders
These people guide and facilitate discussion of Life-
Light participants in the small groups. (Lesson ma-
terial for the small-group leaders begins on p. 57.) 
There should be one discussion leader for every group 
of no more than twelve participants. The small-group 
discussion leaders are, perhaps, those individuals who 
are most important to the success of the program. They 
should, therefore, be chosen with special care and be 
equipped with skills needed to guide discussion and to 
foster a caring fellowship within the group. These dis-
cussion leaders

•  prepare each week for the small-group discussion by 
using the study leaflet and small-group leaders guide 
section for that session (see p. 57);

•  read the enrichment magazine as a study supple-
ment;

•  guide and facilitate discussion in their small group;

•  encourage and assist the discussion group in prayer;

•  foster fellowship and mutual care within the discus-
sion group;

•  attend weekly discussion leaders training meetings.

Leadership Training
LifeLight leaders will meet weekly to review the previ-
ous week’s work and plan the coming week. At this ses-
sion, leaders can address concerns and prepare for the 
coming session. LifeLight is a 1½-hour program with 
no possibility for it to be taught in the one hour typical-
ly available on Sunday mornings. Some congregations, 
however, may want to use the Sunday morning Bible 
study hour for LifeLight preparation and leadership 
training. In such a meeting, the lecture leader and/or 
small-group coordinator may lead the discussion lead-
ers through the coming week’s lesson, reserving 5 or 10 
minutes for problem solving or other group concerns.

While it requires intense effort, LifeLight has proven to 
bring great benefit to LifeLight participants. The effort 
put into this program, both by leaders and by partici-
pants, will be rewarding and profitable.

The LifeLight Weekly Schedule
Here is how LifeLight will work week by week:

1. Before session 1, each participant will receive the 
study leaflet for session 1 and the enrichment maga-
zine for the course. The study leaflet contains worship 
resources (for use both in individual daily study and 
at the opening of the following week’s assembly) and 
readings and study questions for five days. Challenge 
questions will lead those participants who have the 
time and desire a greater challenge into even deeper 
levels of study.

2. After the five days of individual study at home, par-
ticipants will gather for a weekly assembly of all Life-
Light participants. The assembly will begin with a brief 
period of worship (5 minutes). Participants will then 
join their assigned small discussion groups (of twelve 
or fewer, who will remain the same throughout the 
course), where they will go over the week’s study ques-
tions together (55 minutes). Assembling together once 
again, participants will listen to a lecture presentation 
on the readings they have studied in the previous week 
and discussed in their small groups (20 minutes). After 
the lecture presentation, the director or another leader 
will distribute the study leaflet for the following week. 
Closing announcements and other necessary business 
may take another five minutes before dismissal.
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In some places, some small groups will not join the 
weekly assembly because of scheduling or other rea-
sons. Such groups may meet at another time and place 
(perhaps in the home of one of the small group’s 
members). Those congregations may record the lecture 
given by the lecture leader at the weekly assembly and 
duplicate it for use by other groups meeting later in the 
week.

3. On the day following the assembly, participants 
will review the preceding week’s work by rereading the 
study leaflet they completed (and that they perhaps 
supplemented or corrected during the discussion in 
their small group) and by reading appropriate articles 
in the enrichment magazine.

Then the LifeLight weekly study process will begin all 
over again!

Recommended Study Resources  
and Worship
The Lutheran Study Bible. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 2009. This resource contains more than 26,000 
study and application notes, a most thorough reference 
guide (pp. lxv–cx), and over 90,000 cross-references, as 
well as a 31,000-entry concordance, maps, charts, and 
timelines.

Roehrs, Walter R., and Martin H. Franzmann. Concordia 
Self-Study Commentary. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1979. This one-volume commentary on the Bi-
ble contains 950 pages and is tailored for lay use.

The Concordia Organist is a 31-CD collection of pipe 
organ accompaniments for all the hymns and liturgi-
cal music in Lutheran Service Book. St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House (order no. 99-2264). Use these CDs 
for worship hymn accompaniment.
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I Will Build the House
1 Chronicles 1–12

Preparing for the Session

Central Focus
The Chronicler retells the story of God’s salvation from 
the creation to the restoration of Israel after the Baby-
lonian exile, emphasizing God’s special purpose in 
choosing Israel and especially the house of David and 
the Levites.

Objectives
That participants, led by the Holy Spirit working 
through God’s Word, will

1.  understand the setting for which the Chronicler 
crafted his history for Israel;

2. draw upon the encouragement the Chronicler pro-
claims in order to take courage for life today; and

3. faithfully serve the Lord despite all obstacles and dis-
couragements.

Note for the small-group leaders: Lesson notes 
and other materials you will need begin on page 57.

For the Lecture Leader

Session Plan

Worship
Begin the session with the hymn printed in the study 
leaflet. Accompaniments are available in denomina-
tional hymnals, such as Lutheran Service Book or Lutheran 
Worship (refer to hymnal index). (Note: Concordia Pub-
lishing House has available The Concordia Organist, a 
31-CD collection of pipe organ accompaniments for all 
the hymns and liturgical music in Lutheran Service Book. 
All the initial worship hymns in the LifeLight courses 
are included in this resource. It’s especially helpful for 
mission congregations and small parishes. See the list 
of study resources on page 7.) Follow with this prayer:

Prayer
O God, You made of one blood all nations of men who 
dwell on the face of the earth. To encourage all, You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, the Son of David, for our sal-
vation; grant that all the peoples of the world may seek 
Your mercy in Jesus Christ and receive Your indwelling 
Spirit. Hasten, O heavenly Father, the fulfillment of 
Your promises of an everlasting kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior, we pray. Amen.

Lecture Presentation

Introduction
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, 

it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolish-

ness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch 

of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the 

season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was 

the winter of despair, we had every thing before us, 

we had nothing before us, we were all going direct 

to heaven, we were all going direct the other way.

So begins Charles Dickens’s most-famous novel about 
the massive political and social upheaval of the French 
Revolution and its effects upon Paris and London, the 
two cities in the title: A Tale of Two Cities. The biblical 
Book of Chronicles likewise describes the best and 
worst of times for the people of Israel and the massive 
political and social upheaval they experienced by be-
coming a kingdom and by losing the kingdom to the 
Babylonians in 587 BC.

The Chronicler’s audience, recently returned to the land 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob from the land of Babylo-
nia, were enduring a crisis of identity. They were won-
dering what the covenant would mean when the temple 
was in ruins, the people were scattered, and no one was 
on the throne. As pastor and preacher, the Chronicler 
sought to remind them of who they were and the prom-
ises of God, which remained true.

The Chronicler began with what the people knew: the 
Scriptures and their testimony. He highlighted their 
identity, beginning with Adam, and showed how God’s 
purpose directed their history. Woven into his sermons 
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with profound pastoral care are the patterns of Genesis 
1, the solemn rhythm of a liturgy performed by all cre-
ation. Creation was the space for God’s bestowing of 
His divine blessings on His people, and they were to 
respond in love and trust. Adam, his work, and his resi-
dence are understood in priestly terms, and so was ev-
erything in creation.

Since the first Adam took what was not his, the Lord 
would remake His creation, choosing a firstborn among 
many. He chose Israel; and through Israel, God would 
witness to His truth. Through Israel, He would call the 
rest of the world’s families to receive life from Him and 
then to serve the living God. In the Chronicler’s day, the 
people of Israel were heirs to work given to Adam, and 
the Davidic kingdom expressed God’s “new” creation. 
He preached their God-given history, its meaning, God’s 
present faithfulness, and His promise to remain stead-
fast in His revealed purposes into the days ahead. To 
preach the people into faith, the Chronicler held forth 
God’s promises, centered in ark and temple, in king and 
priesthood, and in worship, sacrifice, and prayer.

So we should note that the Chronicler did not follow 
modern expectations as though he intended to convey 
mere historical facts. He preached God’s promise of 
His presence, which creates hope in the worst of times, 
against foolishness and incredulity. The Chronicler was 
a pastor and preacher, teaching theology; he revealed 
the fellowship that God desires with mankind, and he 
taught the calling or vocation of Israel within that fel-
lowship. Israel’s vocation was seen in its liturgical form 
in the kingdom of David and in his son Solomon, the 
best of times for Israel, when wisdom and belief yielded 
the spring of hope.

1 Who Are All These People?

A word about those genealogies at the beginning of 
Chronicles, those strings of unpronounceable names. 
Looking backward, with no explanation, you may won-
der, What can they have to do with me? with my faith?

First, let us recall that the one Holy Christian Church 
is not a loose collection of “I”s. The Church is the as-
sembly of God’s people gathered around His promises 
of forgiveness, life, and salvation. The Church is those 
ruled by God’s grace. So rather than looking for “me” 
in the genealogy, above all see God’s work being done. 
That leads us to a second point. These genealogies are 
the testimony of how God’s promise of salvation was 
passed from generation to generation. The Chronicler 

returned his hearers and us to Adam, declaring that 
God’s promise of salvation, first given to Adam and Eve, 
was manifested in David and his descendants. Begin-
ning with creation, he quickly narrows our field of vi-
sion geographically, temporally, and nationally to the 
tribes of Israel; he promptly identifies the branch that 
by God’s grace carries the Seed. He has not met our 
expectations for a modern family tree. Instead, he has 
arranged the generations to highlight his purpose: ten 
generations from Adam to Noah, and ten from Shem 
to Abram. He has located Israel in the midst of the en-
tire human race; with deft strokes of family lineage, he 
reminds the postexilic people of Israel about the grace 
that chose Abraham and how the promise spoken to 
Abraham has been carried to their own day. The geneal-
ogy reveals the particularity of confessing God’s means 
of rescuing mankind; salvation comes from the Israel-
ites, and this is how it is traced, through the election of 
Israel.

At the heart of the genealogies stand Judah and Levi, 
highlighting their central importance; for through them 
came the kings and Levites who ministered at the tem-
ple. The Chronicler links God’s purposes in creation 
with David and his house, and with those who minister 
before Him. Though one may find examples of rebel-
lious persons and Gentiles in the genealogy, above all, 
the line as it narrowed toward David plainly proclaims 
the Lord’s work, a willingness to build His kingdom 
through grace.

In the genealogies, the Chronicler also identified themes 
that unfolded later. For example, though it appears that 
he merely named Bezalel in the genealogy (1 Chroni-
cles 2:20), Israelites would have recalled Bezalel’s labors 
as an inspired artisan for the tabernacle. In our culture, 
it would be like dropping the name of the inventor 
Thomas Alva Edison into a list. Solomon would design 
elements of the temple by drawing upon Bezalel’s hand-
iwork (2  Chronicles 1:5), linking the tabernacle wor-
ship with the worship in the temple. Likewise, noting 
Zerah’s descendants Ethan and Heman (2:6) prepared 
people for hearing about their descendants as Levites 
who would serve as temple musicians. (Hear “Bach” 
and “Handel” in our culture, who taught modern wor-
shipers the fundamentals of sacred music.) Those who 
returned from exile and then stood to serve at the tem-
ple had a demonstrable God-given pedigree. 

The broader genealogies closed with the records of the 
first exiles who resettled the land (ch. 9; Saul’s family 
will be taken up shortly). The Chronicler also alluded to 
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the return from exile at the end of his account, using the 
exile like bookends for the story. More important, the 
Chronicler wanted us to see that God has overseen the 
lives of His people by His grace. His promises formed 
the backbone of all history.

The genealogies are not simple annals of biology and 
kinship; they chiefly testify to God’s work. So you are 
reading the chronicles of God’s work. He has remem-
bered His promises. Although rebellion and disbelief 
deeply mar what our eyes see in the history, faith will 
not rely on a man’s righteousness but on God’s faith-
fulness to His promise. His record shows that out of 
nothing, out of weakness, out of tiny people living in a 
ruined city, God could raise up for Himself a righteous 
King who shall reign over the everlasting city of God. 
The Chronicles, from Adam to whoever goes up to Jeru-
salem, declare God’s grace.

2 What’s in a Name and a Place?

In Genesis, Abram was renamed Abraham and Jacob 
was renamed Israel. The holy writer of Chronicles al-
ways identifies Jacob by the name Israel, which is the 
name God gave that speaks of Israel’s faith: “He strives 
with God.” The father of Israel was to be known not 
through human understanding but from God’s perspec-
tive. The people Israel were not a nation that named 
themselves; they bore a name of faith. After the exile, 
that faith-name told them who they were: one people 
by God’s Word.

Israel consisted of twelve tribes, and the Chronicler 
listed them. More significant than which names ap-
peared in his list is the fact that the whole nation, all 
twelve tribes, was intact. God united the one people, 
though mankind had rent them asunder. God rejected 
the tenth-century BC division of the kingdom under Re-
hoboam. His promise now united them, the promise 
of God’s presence at the temple in Jerusalem. Had the 
people of the northern ten tribes revolted, following a 
false priesthood and worshiped idols? Yes, just as the 
southern tribes had blasphemed the name of the Lord. 
But where sin increased, God’s grace abounded all the 
more. God’s steadfastness to His Word gathered Israel, 
not the people’s faithfulness.

The Chronicler was teaching the postexilic people that 
there is only one people, and this one people in his day 
received identity from the presence of God at the tem-
ple. All Israel processed with the ark; all Israel attended 
the temple dedication. Israel was not merely a political 

moniker, a geographic designation, or an ethnic marker. 
Israel described the people of God’s faithfulness. They 
were a kingdom of priests. They were a liturgical king-
dom. And over this royal nation would stand its King, 
the Son of David.

In this way, the Chronicler connected the postexilic 
Israelites to their fathers. They were the people who 
had been in the land. They were the people who had 
David rule over them. They were the people who had 
stood before God as His priests. Having been returned 
to the land, the blessings promised through Abraham 
would once again come to the nations. Through Israel, 
the Gentiles already drew near to the light; aliens and 
strangers called upon the Lord, who manifested Him-
self at His dwelling place in Jerusalem. There, all peo-
ples had a future.

Why Jerusalem? Since God could create out of nothing, 
why didn’t He select a purer, unused location for His 
temple, rather than a Canaanite stronghold? Or what 
about the taunting by the Jebusites that “[David] will 
not come in here” (1 Chronicles 11:5)—would that be 
the reason for God to select Jerusalem as the resting 
place of the ark of the covenant, to silence the Canaan-
ites? The Chronicler wished for the people in his day 
to see that God led David to Jerusalem. Yes, the Lord 
had identified the Jebusites with the nations to be driv-
en out by Joshua and Israel, something David would 
have to accomplish. But a more significant connection, 
a patriarchal link, existed for David to choose Jerusa-
lem as the resting place for the ark. The Chronicler re-
vealed that the temple was built on Mount Moriah, the 
place where Abraham had offered his son Isaac, whom 
he loved. This prophetic link is disclosed nowhere else 
in the Scriptures. And the Chronicler, noting how the 
Lord had confirmed the location by means of Gad the 
seer, obviously bound the promise to Abraham with 
the promise to David. David understood Jerusalem 
in connection with God’s promise, that God Himself 
chose the place for His name to dwell. The Chronicler 
revealed that the Lord had done this a thousand years 
before David, anticipating how the Lord would sanctify 
Jerusalem a thousand years in the future through the 
blood of His Son, our Savior.

3 The Choice of Israel and the Choice  
of the Lord

Israel’s first king once stood a head taller than everyone 
else. You can read in detail about his tragic fall in the 
other record of his kingship. But the Chronicler drew 
attention to the spiritual consequences of having a man 
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like Saul upon the throne. The battle Saul waged be-
tween Israel and Philistia reflected not political or eco-
nomic might but the spiritual fortitude of the king. Total 
defeat fell upon God’s people because they had blindly 
marched with a leader unfaithful to God’s Word.

Saul, the Chronicler shows us, did not seek the face of 
the Lord. Instead, in the end, he sought counsel in the 
medium from Endor; he trusted his own judgment in 
place of the revealed word from Samuel. The Chronicler 
plainly sets forth Saul as an example of a leader whom 
one must not follow. His expression “breach of faith” 
(1 Chronicles 10:13) describes Saul’s sin. The Chroni-
cler showed the fundamental breach of relationship 
with God. Elsewhere, he often connected “breach of 
faith” to trespass against the holiness of God or an of-
fense against the proper worship due to God; chiefly, it 
describes the failures of the kings after Rehoboam. As 
with Saul, military defeat often punished the offense. 
Throughout Chronicles, when the king stops seeking 
the Word of God and despises His will, Israel teeters 
and collapses under that unfaithfulness, and God gives 
them up to the clamor of their own futile thoughts. 
Saul’s death, a mark of his unbelief, brought an end to 
his personal rule and also to any claim of rule by his 
descendants. This set the stage for David and his son, 
who would build the temple as a house for the Lord, 
just as the Lord promised to David: “[I] will build you a 
house” (1 Chronicles 17:10).

The Chronicler hastened the genealogy to Israel and his 
sons, and then quickly to David, who at first mention 
is simply identified as the seventh son of Jesse. Then 
the Chronicler moved on to the broader family. He lo-
cated the family of David within the family of Israel. By 
lineage, the Chronicler showed God’s Word was good: 
the family was fruitful and multiplied and still had de-
scendants present after the exile. Then his genealogy re-
turns to the tribes, fleshing out their descendants and, 
of course, giving pride of place to Judah, from whom 
David came.

By this meticulous, purposeful rehearsal of the family of 
Israel, the Chronicler connected the patriarchal promise 
to its historical fulfillment, which the postexilic people 
could see among themselves. David had not ascended to 
the throne by the will of a capricious people; God had 
anointed David to shepherd Israel through His prophet 
Samuel. David’s office was not his own; he was God’s 
vice-regent, and the Lord who was the Great Shepherd 
was leading His congregation. In order to accent that 
this undershepherd stood before the Lord on behalf of 

the sheep, the Chronicler carefully tracked how David 
learned to fear the Lord and to keep the words of His 
instruction. The Chronicler omitted Saul’s reign and the 
rule of Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth over the northern tribes 
as David ruled in Hebron. This was not because such 
history was unknown to him or because he attempted 
to hide events. Such things were irrelevant to his pur-
pose. He placed before his readers—a disheartened peo-
ple—the enduring promise of the righteous King still 
to come from David’s house in the fulfillment of the 
Lord’s Word.

The other events recorded demonstrate that the stron-
gest men in Judah and the rest of Israel, even Saul’s fam-
ily, rallied around David. All Israel, members of every 
tribe, had come to Hebron in order to confess that this 
man was the Lord’s anointed. And no nation or ruler 
could stand against the Lord’s anointed. He shattered 
the enemies as so many clay pots; this kingdom was of 
the Lord. Surely we see here what the Lord later spoke to 
David: (1 Chronicles 17:8) “I have been with you wher-
ever you have gone” and (17:10) “I will subdue all your 
enemies.”

Were the postexilic Israelites troubled? Was hope drain-
ing away, since they saw no king as this? The Chronicler, 
ever the pastor, strengthened their hearts by recalling 
these events that proved the Lord was faithful to His 
Word. Although Cyrus’s decree was the human agency 
that returned the people to the land, their future rested 
not on Cyrus, the present king of the Persian Empire, 
but on the faithfulness of the Lord, the King of the 
world, who would—in His time—supply that great and 
future King.

4 And Who Are the Levites?

Standing beside Judah in the genealogy is Levi, from 
whom descended the priests and other temple servants. 
They could perform their calling only when Israel dwelt 
in the land and as long as the temple that God had 
blessed with His presence stood. With the return from 
Babylon and the reconstruction of the temple, worship 
was again possible. But when the postexilic Israelites 
worshiped in the rebuilt temple, could they be assured 
that the postexilic priesthood and its temple service 
were legitimate?

The Chronicler, for the sake of his countrymen, clearly 
defined the priests’ and Levites’ lines of descent. Al-
though all priests were Levites, only those Levites of 
Aaron’s family could serve as priests. Therefore, the 
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writer traced the priests and Levites among his audience 
back to Levi. This genealogy, stretching back twenty-five 
generations to Levi himself, has established the needed 
continuity. The Chronicler also identified descendants 
of Zadok, the high priest who remained faithful to Da-
vid during Adonijah’s rebellion and later anointed Sol-
omon. In later sessions, much more will be said about 
these key figures in Israel’s history whose ministry an-
ticipated the sacrifice and ongoing intercession of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

5 Names and Numbers

One final matter requires our attention in this first ses-
sion. The records of the Chronicler are not the only lists 
of names in the Old Testament. When you compare the 
lists from throughout the Bible, you discover that there 
are variations from Chronicles. Why? Most of the dif-
ferences are likely due to spelling variations, different 
names for the same individual, or even errors by copy-
ists (e.g., 1 Chronicles 11:13 and 2 Samuel 23:12). Dif-
ferences also occur in the recording of numbers (e.g., 
1  Chronicles 9:10–13 and Nehemiah 11:10–14; and 
1 Chronicles 11:11 and 2 Samuel 23:8). Although these 
variations may at times cause confusion, they should 
not surprise you and should not concern you too much. 
The existing manuscripts of Chronicles illustrate for 
us the amazing faithfulness of God, who does not err, 
and the amazing unfaithfulness of human beings, who 
constantly err. God inspired the Chronicler to deliver 
His inerrant Word, just as He entrusted the kingdom to 
David and the priesthood to the Levites. Human foibles 
likewise sullied these perfect and God-blessed institu-
tions, yet God preserved them to us by grace. We may, 
therefore, confidently read Chronicles as His Word and 
benefit from its enduring teaching.

Conclusion
For Israel, it was the best of times, restored as they were 
to their homeland, exiles gathered from Babylon to Je-
rusalem. But it was also the worst of times. Their city 
lay in ruins. They had no temple for hearing and cel-
ebrating God’s truth. A foreign power ruled them. They 
were learning that every generation must appropriate 
the promises of the Lord for itself. These promises were 
what the Chronicler taught to his generation so that 
they would see the Lord’s faithfulness and also pos-
sess a bold faith in Him. The Israelites of his day were 
struggling about their identity and wondering about 
the priesthood; the cross of discipline and repentance 

had been laid upon them. With his pastor’s heart, the 
Chronicler addressed their concerns and carried their 
burdens. For as he reviewed Israel’s history and laid the 
groundwork for major themes in his record, he empha-
sized this most encouraging truth: despite the griev-
ous failures that littered Israel’s life, the Lord remained 
faithful. His sermons taught his hearers to look forward 
with anticipation to the coming King, who would bring 
in God’s final salvation and blessing.

We have been taught by latter-day Chroniclers, Mat-
thew and Luke, who encouraged us with God’s faithful-
ness and salvation as they traced the line from Adam 
to Abraham to David to Jesus. We see that great cloud 
of witnesses that ran the race by faith. Our hope, the 
Chronicler’s hope, and the hope of all the world is Jesus 
the Christ, the anointed of the Lord. On Him, our eyes 
are fixed. For Jesus is the Son of David who sits upon the 
throne forever; He is the Second Adam who reigns over 
creation perfectly. For the salvation of all nations, He 
was baptized; and by His priestly work completed on 
the cross, He intercedes for the nations. The work of the 
priesthood has been fulfilled; He has created us as an 
Israel for Himself. We now stand as priests to offer our-
selves as living sacrifices, offering up praise and thanks 
for His great salvation. And through His resurrection, 
He received authority to rule the nations. At the Last 
Day, this great and future King will judge the nations 
and gather His people to the presence of God.

Concluding Activities
Conclude the session with an appropriate prayer, and 
distribute the study leaflet for week 2.
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