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ABOUT THE DISCIPLESHIP SERIES 
If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

Jesus, in John 8:31–32 

 
This course is one of several adult Bible studies in the Discipleship 

Series. The series was not designed to be a how-to course on specific 
work in the Church. It’s not a manual for training evangelists or 
stewardship callers. It’s not a practical handbook that can teach you 
church administration.  

Rather, the purpose of this series is to help Christians dig into 
Scripture to explore some of the primary teachings of Christ Jesus. 
That’s how disciples are made—by the power of His Word. 

Therefore, this series is for people who, led by Christ, want to be His 
disciples. Some might be newly baptized or confirmed members of the 
Church who want to study further what they began learning in the 
pastor’s membership classes. Others might be longtime Christians who 
want to review basic Christian teachings. Still others might be 
“seekers”—people who are puzzled by certain biblical teachings and 
want to find answers for their heartfelt questions. 

The authors of these courses were selected because they, too, are 
Scripture seekers. Whether pastors or laypeople, they are avid students of 
God’s Word and write with a desire to help guide fellow pilgrims in their 
search for truth. You’ll find these courses easy to read and sympathetic 
to the seeking Christian. 

Most courses in this series have four 60-minute sessions, making 
them ideal for either a Sunday morning or a midweek class. 
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SESSION 1 

“HE SITS”: FINISHING UP HIS WORK! 

THE END IS NEAR? 
How will the world end? Politicians plan against it. Warriors worry 

about it. Ecologists send out alarms. Preachers—some speaking contrary 
to the Bible—depict doomsday. 

How do you imagine the end of the world? Draw a picture, mimic 
the sound, or describe the smell of the Last Day. How do you feel about 
the planets passing away? Do we live in the last days? Why or why not? 

 
 
 

THE END IS MOSTLY OVER! 
What is Jesus doing today about the end of the world? The Apostles’ 

Creed says He “sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.” 

HE SITS, HIS JOB DONE 
We usually sit down after we have finished our work. Today, Jesus 

“sits.” 
1. Has Jesus already ended His main work for the world? See John 

19:30. 
 
 

2. Dead set in sin, the world rebels against Christ. What has Christ 
already done about that? 

 
 

3. Tell what Jesus already has done for you. Note also Luther’s 
explanation in the Small Catechism. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

The Second Article—Redemption 

[I believe] in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 
from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is 
my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from 
the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and 
reigns to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 

THE JOB ENDED AT THE CROSS 
If a drama or a show is really worth watching, throughout the 

performance, you’ll be asking yourself, “How will this all work out in 
the end? Will the hero win? Will the heroine live? Will the lion tamer 
command his beasts and still survive? Will the acrobat, sailing through 
the air, catch hold of the trapeze bar?” 

Whether we’re watching a TV miniseries or Barnum and Bailey’s 
“Greatest Show on Earth,” we expect the performers to amaze us. 

Well, what about God? No, He’s not an entertainer, but His salvation 
drama certainly will amaze us. But how will He finish up His work in 
our world? 
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God tells us all we need to know in His Word. The study of Scripture 
concerning the world’s end is called “eschatology” (from the Greek 
words for “study of” and “the end”). God’s end time actions are 
eschatological events.  

1. When did God’s most dramatic action happen? What seems more 
significant to us—Christ dying on the cross, or Christ returning with 
great power and glory to judge the living and the dead? Why? 

 
 
 

2. Reread Luther’s explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed. Does Luther emphasize what God in Jesus already did for us?—or 
what He will do on Judgment Day? 

 
 

3. What Bible passages support your view? Also look up one of the 
following: Matthew 16:28; 1 Corinthians 10:11; Hebrews 9:26b; 1 Peter 
1:20; or 1 John 2:18. 

 
 
 

4. a. Do these texts show that the end times have already begun or 
that the end will begin when Jesus returns? How has Jesus involved you 
personally in His greatest end time action? Read Romans 6:1–11. 

 
 

b. Have you ever been lost on a strange road? If you don’t know 
where you’re going, you probably won’t get there. Yet, already in your 
Baptism, Christ has promised you where you are going. Already at His 
empty tomb, Christ has shown you His power to take you there. In what 
ways does this assurance from God’s Word strengthen you? 
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THE END IS NOW! 
We have looked at what Jesus has done for us in the past. 
1. Today, where is Jesus? What is He doing now? Read Ephesians 

1:18–23. 
 
 

2. Underline the words in the excerpt from Apostles’ Creed that tell 
what Jesus is doing today. What do these words mean? 

 
 
 

3. Already Jesus has won the world’s forgiveness. Now, is He simply 
sitting around? Explain your answer. How is Christ’s action today a help 
to you? 

 
 

JESUS’ JOB NO. 1: PROPHET 
The Son of God was born the Son of Mary to do three tasks for us. 

First, as our Prophet, Jesus came to tell us God’s damning message 
against sin (Law), and more so, God’s saving Good News of free 
forgiveness for sinners (Gospel). He showed the truth of His amazing 
words with His miraculous actions. His resurrection tells all. After He 
rose from the dead—alive after being dead for three days—He called 
Himself our Brother. 

Today, our Brother, Jesus, sits enthroned at the Father’s right hand—
God’s “right-hand man”! Christ rules with His almighty Father’s majesty 
over all He created. As your Prophet, how does Jesus give you His power 
in these last days? Read Mark 16:15; Luke 10:16; 2 Corinthians 5:20; 
and Ephesians 4:10–12.  

As my Prophet, Christ today . . . 
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JESUS’ JOB NO. 2: PRIEST 
The Son of God was born the Son of Mary to do for us also this 

second task. As our Priest, Jesus came to do perfectly all that God in His 
Law had demanded of us. He then offered up to God His own life as the 
perfect sacrifice for our failure to follow God’s good Law. 

That’s all history: “Finished!” What about today? As your Priest, 
how does Christ use His power for you in these last days? See Romans 
8:34 and 1 John 2:1.  

As my Priest, Jesus today . . . 
 
 
 

JESUS’ JOB NO. 3: KING 
From heaven’s throne, God’s Son humbled Himself to be born from 

Mary’s womb and performed for us also this third task. As our King, 
Christ uses His power for others. But in love for us, “He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross” (Philippians 2:8). Today, He lives! As your King, how does Jesus 
give you His power in these last days? Read Matthew 28:18–20; John 
18:36–37; Ephesians 1:20–23; and 2 Timothy 4:18.  

As my King, Christ today . . . 
 
 
 
 

CONCLUSION: THE END IS NEXT! 
Jesus is Lord! Our Savior reigns! Christ has sat down to work. 

Already He has saved the whole world. Now He is enthroned in heaven 
to run the rescue of His people. How shall we face our future? 
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LEADER GUIDE  

INTRODUCTION 

THEME 
Would you like to know what your future holds? Especially when the 

future looks promising, we long for what’s next. 
Our future is as certain as Christ’s empty tomb! Our future holds the 

promise that God gave us in our Baptism! It’s His gift to us. 
Welcome to the exciting world of eschatology, the study of the end 

times. Why toy with horoscopes or other man-made dreams when we 
have God’s good Word on it? 

Jesus holds our future! As the Apostles’ Creed rejoices, “He sits at 
the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.” 

SCHEME 
We gathered together some experienced Bible class teachers—

pastors, district presidents, and lay leaders—and we asked them, “What 
tips would you pass on to a discussion leader for a course such as this?” 

Their advice is this: 
• Arrive early enough to set up the room. Make sure that the 

seating is arranged so that everyone can see and be seen. 
• If the setting permits it, serve refreshments, such as coffee, tea, 

soft drinks, fruit, cookies, or cake. 
• Bring extra Bibles in case some people forget to bring their own. 

Supply hymnals too. 
• Encourage participants to be specific in their responses. 
• Avoid succumbing to the temptation to say, “Let’s see what the 

‘answer book’ (this Leader Guide) says.” 
• Encourage everyone to participate, without putting anyone on the 

spot. 
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• Limit your remarks to the necessary information so you don’t 
monopolize the discussion. Listen! And be like John the 
Baptizer: decrease, so that Christ and these people may 
increase. 

• Make remarks to encourage others to share their thoughts and 
feelings. 

• Be well prepared for each session through prior study and prayer. 
By all means, read through the Study Guide, the Leader 
Guide, and the Scripture references beforehand, taking notes. 

• Help others share by reflecting or “playing back” their 
comments. Repeating questions or comments spoken by others 
will also help those with hearing impairments. Repeat them in 
a different way in order to encourage more depth and sharing. 

• Find ways to keep one or two people from monopolizing the 
conversation. Similarly, do not allow these sessions to become 
excuses to complain about the pastor, church, or other people. 
After all, this is a Bible study, not a gripe session. 

• Since you are the leader, you also serve as timekeeper. Make 
sure you begin and end on time. If you meet on Sunday 
morning—before, after, or between worship services—you 
probably need to keep the sessions to between 45 minutes and 
an hour. If you meet during the week, you might extend the 
time to an hour and a half. 

• Be selective with this material! As the writers and editors of 
these courses, we’d rather give you too much than too little. 
There’s no need to use all of it. While preparing, check or 
circle the material you want to use and cross out the material 
you will not use. We may write the script, but you are the 
director, and your participants are the actors. You know far 
better than we do what is needed in your congregation. 

• Finally, ask the Holy Spirit to guide you through this course. 

BEAM 
The end times attract many. Publicize the Bible study widely. Let 

those who have come to Bible classes before look forward to what’s 
next. Can you also use the worship bulletin? homemade posters? 
personal invitations phoned to interested friends, church guests, recent 
members? the community newspaper? Here is a sample public notice: 
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“The end times will be discussed this Sunday from 10 to 11 a.m. 
during Bible study at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sixth and Vine Streets, 
Hazleton. The community is welcome. 

“Our four sessions will ask God’s Word four questions: What is 
Jesus doing today about the world’s end? How does He signal us that the 
end nears? What will the end be like? And how can Revelation 20 give 
us hope? 

“About twenty friendly folks will gather in the congregation’s first-
floor fellowship room. Seated at tables in a circle, with coffee and 
doughnuts nearby, the group stays informal. One need not attend every 
week. Please come!” 

MORE RESOURCES ON ESCHATOLOGY 
Where can you turn to learn more about eschatology? 
God’s Word tells all! This Bible study is designed to steer you to 

those answers. What if you should find a passage difficult to understand? 
Compare another Bible translation. Check the context. What was the 
author saying before and after that verse? Many Bibles list cross-
references. Can they help? Ask how the passage shows our sins (Law) 
and/or shows our Savior saving us from that sin (Gospel). How can we 
get hold of Revelation’s wonderful imagery? See session 4 in this Leader 
Guide. 

Many study Bibles, commenting on the passages on each page, get 
mixed up especially on eschatological topics. Beware! Two resources we 
can rely on are The Lutheran Study Bible and Concordia Self-Study 
Bible. This Leader Guide sometimes quotes them. 

The Book of Concord, the collection of Lutheran statements of faith, 
does speak directly to eschatology. See the Augsburg Confession (1530), 
Article XVII, The Return of Christ to Judgment; Smalcald Articles 
(1537), Article IV, The Papacy; Treatise on the Power and Primacy of 
the Pope (1537), on the Marks of the Antichrist; and the Large 
Catechism (1529), on the Second and Third Articles of the Creed, and 
the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation compiles the solid 
biblical foundation for sound teaching. 
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Most helpful is The End Times: A Study on Eschatology and 
Millennialism, published by the Missouri Synod’s Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) in 1990. The document centers 
on Christ, clearly proclaims Scripture, and concisely answers current 
questions. You can order The End Times from Concordia Publishing 
House: 1-800-325-3040 or www.cph.org. 

Your best resource at hand? Try your local theologian-in-residence, 
your pastor. Why not bring him your specific questions and concerns? 
His library holds many aids to further your study. 
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SESSION 1 

“HE SITS”: FINISHING UP HIS WORK! 

Ephesians 1:18–23 

CENTRAL TRUTH 
What is Jesus doing today about the end of the world? 
The Apostles’ Creed rejoices, “He . . . sits at the right hand of God, 

the Father Almighty.” “He sits,” for He has finished His job at the cross. 
Already there, He has made us ready for the world’s end. 

Today Jesus works as our Prophet, telling His life-giving Good News 
to this dying world. He concludes His mission. Today, as our Priest, He 
whispers our earthly prayers into His heavenly Father’s ear. He prays for 
His mission. Today, as our King, He rules over all powers on earth, in 
His Church, and in heaven. He rules over all for our rescue. That’s His 
mission. 

DESIRED OUTCOMES 
That God’s Spirit, working through His Word, will move all learners 

to 
• understand that Jesus’ death and resurrection, already finished in 

history, are God’s greatest end times action, as we recognize 
that already Christ has forgiven and enlivened the whole sin-
dead world; 

• discuss how Jesus, today seated at the right hand of His all-
powerful Father, concludes His mission through His Church, 
today working as our Prophet, Priest, and King; 

• rejoice at Jesus’ past and present end times action, recognizing 
that Christ has rescued us; and 

• put Jesus’ loving power to work in their own lives, recognizing 
that as He uses us, Christ concludes His mission to our world. 
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THE END IS NEAR? 
Let these questions whet our appetite for God’s answers. Encourage 

the participants. Ask, Why do we feel about the end as we do? 
Does the group offer some weird responses? even opinions that don’t 

match the Bible? Say, Thanks for speaking so openly. When we’ve 
listened to God’s Word, let’s talk about our questions again. The 
final session of this Bible study ends with these same questions. Then all 
can share what they have learned from God’s Word. 

THE END IS MOSTLY OVER! 
HE SITS, HIS JOB DONE 

1. Jesus’ main work was dying for our sins on the cross and rising 
again to bring us new life. 

2. Because Jesus finished paying for our guilt on His dying day, we 
already know His verdict on us at Judgment Day: “Not guilty!” 

3. The forgiveness Jesus won for the whole world He has won also 
for me! 

Direct participants’ attention to the Second Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed and its meaning, as printed in the study guide. Lead the group 
through it, reciting it together. Ask, How do the Apostles’ Creed and 
its meaning confess the end times? 

THE JOB ENDED AT THE CROSS 
1. Let participants share. God’s most dramatic and important action 

already happened at the cross of Christ.  
2. Direct participants to Luther’s explanation of the Second Article 

of the Apostles’ Creed. If needed, help group members see that by 
summing up the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, Luther was 
emphasizing what God has already done for us. Luther’s three-part 
outline shows the following: 

• Who Jesus is: true God, true man, my Lord 
• What Jesus did: redeemed, purchased, and won me 
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• Why Jesus did this: that I may be His own, to live for and serve 
Him 

Luther stressed Jesus’ blood sacrifice and death, not Judgment Day. 
Because of what God’s Son did for us, we know what verdict God will 
pronounce on those who once were only “lost and condemned.” 
Therefore, when Jesus “come[s] to judge the living and the dead,” we 
know that He already pronounced judgment on us from the cross. He 
said, “It is finished” (John 19:30), meaning that His work in saving us 
was completed. 

3. Allow participants the opportunity to refer to the Bible texts in the 
study guide. Divide the texts among the group so that each participant 
needs to read only one. (Too much page turning can weary participants 
and slow discussion.) Large groups may wish to divide into smaller 
clusters to look up different passages. Then invite one from each 
subgroup to read their verse out loud. 

4. a. Help participants see that these texts show that we are already 
living in the end times. The new life Jesus’ death won for the whole 
world He has given you by name, one-on-one, in Holy Baptism. 

b. Allow participants to share. 
Ask, Since our Baptism day already made each one of us dead to 

sin and alive to God, what judgment will Christ pronounce on us at 
the Last Day? Lead participants to see that He will pronounce us not 
guilty and will acknowledge that we are His people. 

THE END IS NOW! 
1. Ask a volunteer to read the Ephesians text. Allow participants to 

share their insights. Today, Jesus is sitting at God’s right hand, on the 
throne, running everything in the universe for the sake of us, His people. 
Ask, Although we can see the reign of Jesus only by faith, what 
comfort does this news give us—especially in times of trial? Accept 
responses. 

2. Words from the Apostles’ Creed that tell us what Jesus is doing 
now include: “[Jesus] sits on the right hand of God, the Father 
Almighty.” As mentioned in 1 (above), this means Jesus holds full power 
and authority over everyone and everything in the entire universe. 
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3. Allow participants to answer. If there happens to be a lull or 
hesitation, suggest that the class move on to the next sections for a 
description of Jesus’ work on our behalf today. 

JESUS’ JOB NO. 1: PROPHET 
Discuss as many of these Bible passages as the class has time and 

interest to address. Tell learners they may keep their own copy of the 
study guide after the sessions have been finished. Look for many to write 
down an answer similar to this: “As my Prophet, Christ today gives me 
strength to speak His life-giving Good News to my family and friends.” 
He concludes His mission through us. 

• Mark 16:15—By the power of His Word, Jesus commissions us 
to spread the Gospel to all the world. 

• Luke 10:16—Jesus authorizes His Church on earth to act in His 
place, retaining sins of those who do not repent and forgiving 
the sins of those who do. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:20—Through us, Jesus spreads the message of 
the Gospel, thereby making peace between God and man. 

• Ephesians 4:10–12—Jesus Himself gives us gifts—people who 
carry on His work in His place, namely pastors, evangelists, 
teachers of the Word, and so on. 

JESUS’ JOB NO. 2: PRIEST 
“As my Priest, Jesus today whispers my weak, earthly prayers into 

His almighty heavenly Father’s ear.” He prays for us on His mission. 
• Romans 8:34—He prays for us to His own Father. The Father 

will never refuse His Son’s request. 
• 1 John 2:1—Even when we sin, Jesus reminds His Father that 

He, Jesus, has already paid the penalty of our sin. 

JESUS’ JOB NO. 3: KING 
“As my King, Christ today rules all powers on earth, in His Church, 

and in heaven, for my good.” His mission rescues us. 
• Matthew 28:18–20—Jesus Himself is with us, empowering us to 

do His work—making disciples. 
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• John 18:36–37—Jesus’ kingdom is not a worldly one, but it is 
very real, nevertheless. Although it is hidden from 
unbelievers, we can “see” it as He gathers more and more 
people. We “see” His kingdom growing when the Word is 
proclaimed, when Baptism is given, and when His Supper is 
offered. People are forgiven, healed, restored, and 
strengthened. And all believers wait for the day the King 
comes back to bring us into His Father’s home. 

• Ephesians 1:20–23—As King, Jesus rules all creation. He 
governs all nature, governments, and empires for the benefit of 
the Church and the spread of the Gospel. 

• 2 Timothy 4:18—No evil can stop King Jesus from fulfilling His 
promise to each of us—He will bring us into His Father’s 
home for all eternity. 

CONCLUSION: THE END IS NEXT! 
Well done! Close with prayer. Mention that the next session studies 

how Jesus signals us today that the end is rapidly approaching. 
  




